
  



Presidential Musings 

 

 

Our High Holiday services are over 
for another year. We trialled some 
sections of the proposed new  
Machzor, and the editorial committee 
learnt much from the experience and 
from feedback from the  
congregation.  
 

Our current machzor, Gates of  
Repentance, was copyrighted last in 

1978, almost 40 years ago. Although it has served 
UPJ congregations well over the years, it is time for 
renewal. We can be proud that the three members of 
the editorial committee for the new machzor – Rabbi 
John Levi, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black and Dr Linda 
Stern – are all members of LBC. (Rabbi Levi, who 
has served as Rabbi of LBC and conducted the first 
service at Harp Road on 7 May 1971, was made an 
Honorary Life Member of LBC in 2000.) We hope the 
new machzor will be available for next year’s High 
Holidays.  
 

We bade a sad farewell to Ron Deschamps on  
12 November. Thanks to all who helped organize his 
farewell. If you have not already done so, please  
introduce yourself to our new caretaker Leon Cisek. 
He has had a handover from Ron but, nevertheless, 
please be patient while he gets used to us and the 
routine here. 
 

One would have thought that after such a busy  
period it would be time to relax but LBC has been 
very busy.  
 

 

Active Retirees continue to be  
active, Book Club is meeting  
regularly, Israeli Dancing continues 
weekly and our House of Study 
continues to schedule events of  
interest. We also should not forget 
our Torah Study group which meets 
every Saturday morning at 9:00 am 
before the service.  
 

Tash Tells Tales was a night of wonderful  
entertainment on 12 November. Again, thanks to all 
who helped out! And our pre-Chanukah BBQ (with 
jumping castle for the children) on 11 December 
promises to be another great day for young and old. 
 

It is pleasing to see the increasing number of books 
borrowed from our LBC Library. We hope to eventu-
ally make our catalogue available online. However, 
we would greatly appreciate some volunteer help in 
reducing the growing backlog of books to be added 
to the catalogue. Please ring our Office if you can 
spare an hour or two a fortnight at LBC.  
 

For those holidaying over the secular new year  
period, we wish you safe travels and a safe return. 
For those interested in some serious holiday reading, 
the online article The Growing Gap Between Israel 
And American Jews (http://www.momentmag.com/
growing-gap-israel-american-jews/), with over 25 
different contributors, is guaranteed to have  
someone you disagree with.  
 

Mannie and Tanya 
 

 

2 

An extraordinary example of a back-
flip is the promise made by Israel 
PM Benjamin Netanyahu to establish 
an egalitarian prayer space at the 
Kotel, thereby acknowledging  
Reform & Conservative Judaism as equal members of 
the Jewish People, Am Yisrael.  
 

Pressure from the global Reform Zionist Association, 
ARZENU and other non-Orthodox groups in the World 
Zionist Congress and the Jewish Agency resulted in 
the Agency Chairman, Natan Sharansky, taking up 
the cause. He received worldwide acclaim for his  
initiative recognising that Jerusalem is the spiritual 
centre for all Jews. Sharansky received the approval 
of the WZC and the Jewish Agency and then received 
the support of the Prime Minister and Government of 
Israel. Subsequently, an interim egalitarian prayer 
space was allocated and prayers commenced, with 
the building of the permanent space delayed only  
because the Muslim guardians of the Dome of the 
Rock saw it as a threat to the Mosque.  
 

PM Netanyahu renewed the commitment early in 
2016 during a visit to the USA when he promised the 
American Jewish community that the permanent 
prayer space would be soon forthcoming. However, 

after his return to Israel, to placate 
the Ultra-Orthodox parties, he  
reneged. The American community 
sent an emergency mission to Israel 

and over High Holidays 5777 the Progressive and 
Conservative movements made this a key focus.  
 

ARZENU also called on all communities to voice their 
disapproval directly to the Israeli Government and to 
their local Israeli Ambassador – as did ARZA, also 
proposing a motion to the forthcoming biennial of the 
Zionist Federation of Australia “to respectfully request 
that the Government of Israel fulfils the promise 
given by the Prime Minister to establish an egalitarian 
prayer space at the Kotel”. ARZA believes it will  
receive widespread support.  
 

It is possible that we will need to wait until the  
support of the US Progressive community outweighs 
political expediency. However, ARZA and our sister 
organisations will follow the imperative described by 
Rabbi Tarfon in Pirkei Avot “not to complete the task, 
nor to desist from seeking to achieve it.”  
 

Wishing you a happy and peaceful Chanukah  
 

Steve Denenberg, Executive Officer, ARZA 
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I am writing this on board a plane to Perth for the 
Moetzah Rabbis conference, to be followed by the 
UPJ Biennial conference ‘Looking Back and to the 
Future’. I have taken the opportunity to read ‘The 
Australian’ (all that Qantas offered) with most pages 
filled by dissection and comment on Trump’s victory. 
 

I am of course concerned about emissions when I 
take a flight, and where possible I offset them, which 
usually means paying a couple of dollars extra to 
have extra trees planted to absorb the equivalent 
CO2 produced by the flight, and turn it back to    
oxygen! Strangely, this is much easier to do on    
Australian domestic flights than on International 
ones. Of course it would have been possible, at least 
theoretically, to take the train to Perth and back. If I 
had about 5 days spare! But in March Sue and I are 
travelling to Europe, taking another five weeks of my 
sabbatical, where we’ll be celebrating Pesach with 
the family in London for the first time since 2002 (15 
years)! We’ll be meeting up with Naomi, who is 
spending six months on exchange at University  
College, London, and Adam will be flying in from  
Israel, where he’ll be spending the year with Netzer 
on our wonderful Shnat gap year scheme.   
 

How incredibly lucky we are to be able to travel the 
world like this – and in the main, only planes allow 
us to do it, both because of distance and time.  
‘Looking Back’, it was only a few generations ago 
that it took weeks by steam, and before that months 
by sail, to travel from Britain to Australia. And yet, 
how damaging we now know it to be to our          
environment, especially when the emissions are   
injected directly into the atmosphere at 40,000 feet 
(or 12.3 km) up in the sky, where I am now. Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel talks about finding God in a 
sense of wonderment, and I always try to get a  
window seat so that I can gaze out and wonder at 
the enormity of the earth, the curvature of the globe, 
the blue of the sky even when it is grey, cloudy and 
wet on the ground – and of course at the remarkable 
technology that humans have developed that can get 
these tonnes of metal, hundreds of people, and 
many heavy cases into the air and safely back down 
again at our destination, thousands of miles from 
where we started! 
 

While I could have travelled to Perth on the train 
(and the ‘Indian-Pacific’ is a wonderful experience to 
do as a holiday in itself), our international guests at 
the conference could not. Rabbi Hara Person runs the 
CCAR Press, which developed and published the  
siddur on which ours is based, and followed that up 
with the Machzor which Rabbi Levi, Linda Stern and I 
are working hard to make into our own new High 
Holy Day prayer book. She, and Ron Wolfson, the       
Conference Keynote speaker, returning by popular 
request, have both come from America (whether 
they wish to go back after is another question!). 
Yossi Cohen, our Melbourne Shaliach from ten years 

ago, has come from Israel.  And I 
believe there will be other over-
seas guests – and of course over-
seas members of the UPJ as well – 
from New Zealand, as well as 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Tokyo. Our 
movement is indeed held together 
with these convenient and safe 
and rapid flights, and the  
technology of telecommunication.  
Without our human ingenuity, we 
would not be able to be a movement, to meet and 
learn and share and ponder. And yet, ironically, 
‘Looking Forward’, unless we rapidly find ways to 
mitigate the damaging by-products of these  
technologies, the future looks worrying. 
 

I had a discussion with an older woman at the 
‘Australian Religious Response to Climate Change’ 
meeting last night. She was convinced that the    
answer is that people have to change. They will have 
to give up their aspirations, their bright, warm (and 
cool), often oversized, houses. They will need to give 
up their cars and rely on public transport, sacrifice 
their reliance on imported food in the supermarkets, 
and return to growing their own, and collecting and 
chopping and burning their own wood. It might 
sound possible (or even appealing) to her, but it  
reminded me of a story I had just heard about an 
American retired couple who, fed up with their 40 
year-old daughter, who didn’t seem to be able to do 
anything right and had announced she was moving 
back home to look after them, ‘escaped’ to their 
lakeside summer cottage in Canada, deciding to live 
there year round, self-sufficient, cut off from her and 
the rest of the world. I suppose it could be a ‘planned 
retirement’ choice for some, but I simply don’t see 
younger people moving to this alternative (mythical) 
self-sufficiency in any significant numbers. 
 

Therefore, I truly believe, most of the answer, if  
indeed there is any, is in the developing technology. 
We built a house that uses a quarter the energy of its 
neighbours – and only 10% of the mains water. I 
drive a car powered by renewable electricity, which 
produces no emissions. I can offset all the emissions, 
even from flying around the world. We can do it – all 
we need is the incentive – and to be shown how.  
 

So, with Chanukah in a few weeks, let’s remind  
ourselves of the real miracle. Chanukah looks back 
2500 years and is about Jewish survival. We light the 
lights and put them in the window to publicise the 
miracle of survival. Let’s broaden the message. Let’s 
make the Chanukah message the annual celebration 
of not only Jewish but human survival – let’s look 
forward another 2500 years, and, with the hope in 
mind that candles will still be lit then, let’s plan for 
our continuing survival — as a species!  
 

Happy Chanukah 

 

Rabbinic Reflection - ‘Looking Back and to the Future’   
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Shabbat morning services 
 

Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we 
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.  
 

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you 
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.  
 

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally 
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch 
at which there is usually a guest speaker. Join us on 
10 December and 28 January for our next ones. The 
latter will follow our special Pride Shabbat service 
and have a Pride theme. 
 
Friday Night Kids 
 

Bring your younger family members from 5 to 5.45 
pm, usually on the third Friday in the month.  
 

This activity provides a short opportunity 
for a story and some Shabbat songs and 
shared candle-lighting and challah before 
going home to your own Shabbat dinner. 
 
Shabbat Unplugged 
 

Our final musical service for 2106 will be 7 pm on  
9 December and will be followed immediately  
afterwards by a two-course catered non-meat meal 
with a ‘Thai’- themed menu, at a cost of $14 for 

adults and $45 for a family of four. 
 

As always, the service at 7pm is free to 
all, but you'll need to book for dinner in 
advance at trybooking.com/EGVV 

(book early to ensure your place – we are sometimes 
booked out!). 
 
The Shabbat Study Group is back! 
 

LBC’s shabbat study group has re-convened in a  
revised weekly format from 9-10 am on Saturdays.  
Topics are not limited to Torah parashot, and it is  
anticipated we will have a variety of presenters. 
 

Coffee and bagels will be available on arrival. 
 
Telelink 
 

The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly 
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and  
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat candles 
at 4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and social topics 
are disussed.  
 

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity for  
people who may be isolated in their homes  
to make contact with one another.  
 

Contact the Office about joining. 
 
 

CARE Function – Laughter Wellness  
 with Ros Ben-Moshe 
 

On 25 September the Care Committee sponsored 
this event, presented by  
Ros Ben-Moshe, one of Australia’s  
leading laughter wellness and health  
promotion professionals and Director of 
LaughLife Wellbeing programs. Ros ex-
plained the science behind laughter well-
ness and how it can help to build resil-
ience, create a positive mindset and  
reduce stress. This was followed by a fun activity 
with all 25 who attended participating in simulated 
laughter exercises, which demonstrated the  
therapeutic benefits of laughter to a person’s  
wellbeing.  
 

Many thanks to Ros, the LBC volunteers who helped 
set up and manage the event and to all those that 
attended which made this such a successful event.  
 

Keep laughing.   
 
Alan Feldman – CARE Committee Convenor 

Care Committee 
 

Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC  
members who need it. This may include visiting the 
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with 
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.  
 

If you need assistance or want to join the group 
please ring the LBC Office on 9819 7160.  
 
Stop Press  
 

And on 26 March 2017, from 2-4 pm, our Care   
Committee will be sponsoring an ‘After Cancer     
Forum’ —diarise it now. Further details next year. 
 
 

 

What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally. 

 

http://trybooking.com/EGVV�


What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well. 

 

Book Club 
 

7.30 pm Sunday 11 December  
at an off-site location. 
 

We will be watching and discussing a 
film called 'Footnote'. 
 

Hope you can join us! Lilian will be 
leading this discussion. 
 

However, at 7pm, we will be eating 
pizzas before the movie starts. Let 
Tanya know if you want to join us 
and just bring $5 for the pizzas when 
you arrive. She needs to know in 
advance as she will be buying the pizzas. 
 

Also, we will be discussing books for 2017 while we 
eat so think about what books you would like us to 
read. Please feel free to send Tanya any ideas      
beforehand. 
 
Active Retirees 
 

Our twice-monthly sessions are normally on the  
second and fourth Mondays of the month.   
 

Gold coin donation. 
 

1.30 pm Monday 12 December  
Movie: ‘Leon the Pig Farmer’. 
 

1.30 pm Monday 9 January 2107  
We start our year with the biographical 
movie ‘Milk’, based on the life of a gay 
rights activist and politician and  
described by A O Scott of The New 
York Times as “a fascinating, multi-layered history 
lesson”. 
 

2 pm Monday 23 January 
Games afternoon 
 
Israeli Dancing 
 

9.15 am—noon Tuesdays   
$8 donation per session 
 

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a 
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps? 
 

The first part of the class is geared to beginners.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join the group.  
 

Our final 2016 session is 6 December and we will 
resume on 31 January 2017. 
 
LBC Walking Group 
 

Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to,    
and wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so 
please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.  

 

Jewish Jam Session 
 

4 pm Sunday 12 February 2017 
 

If you love music, you are invited to come along to 
LBC's  Jewish Jam session. This session is not just 
for the musically gifted. It is for anyone to have a go 
whether you can sing, play an instrument or just 
watch: all welcome! 
 

We will be playing  
(and sharing) our love  
of Jewish, Israeli and  
popular music. 
 

All ages and abilities!  
Start getting into the swing over the summer. 
 

 
Ron’s replacement 
 

Leon Cisek, who lives locally, our 
new caretaker, has joined us.  
 

Please make him welcome and 
introduce yourselves to him as 
he learns all the ins and outs of 
working for LBC. 
 
Stillpoint Yoga meets  
at LBC at 6.30 pm    
on Thursday evenings  
 

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of and 
bookings for this gentle yoga activity. 
 
Sh’ma Program (our religious school) has 
its first session for 2017 on 14 February 
and we will be distributing information as soon as  
possible. 

 

Annual LBC Members’ Brunches 
Keep the date:  Sunday 4 June 2017 

  
For people new to LBC, we 
need to explain that we hold 
members'  brunches in other 
members’ homes, usually 
early each year. 
 

To receive an invitation you 
need to register your interest. 
We will be asking you to do 
that in February/March. 
 

Children and teenagers are most welcome and  
families will be grouped, where possible, by age. 
 

We will be advertising how to register in February’s 
Profile and eProfile. But Save The Date!!! 
Please watch for the advertising.  
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Volunteers 
 

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean, Brenda Brook,  
Marlis Cohen, Julie Contole,  
Kathy Deutsch,  
Alison Harcourt, Albert Isaacs,  
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,  
Greg Kerr, Christine Lederman, 
Julie-Anne Lilienthal,  
Gillian Lubansky,  
Sharon Marmor, Terri Nathan,  
Paula Messer, Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft,  
Martin Toone 

Community Happenings 
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Congratulations to 
 

Chrys and Michael Polack on the  
engagement of their daughter Laura to 
Paul. 
 

Jeannette and Garry Leon on the marriage of 
Ryan to Amy 
 
Special Birthdays 
 

December: Ann Geller, Stephen Kaye,  
  Ellie Robinson, Helen Selby 
 

January:  Adam Black, Joel Cohen, Elaine Cutler, 
  George Deutsch, Rena Lopata,  
  Raymond Lubansky,  
  Gabrielle Raz-Liebman, Sofia Rose,  
  Joseph Spring, Dorothea Tropp-Boas 
 
 
Special Wedding Anniversaries 
 

January:  Devorah and Joseph Koles  
  Margi and Jon Taft 
 
 
New Members and Friends 
 

  Rita Erlich 
  Elly and Nathan Fink 
 
 
B’Nei Mitzvah 
 

In December, we will celebrate the B’nei Mitzvah of: 
 

 Zachary Epstein 17 December 
 Joseph Jackson 24 December 
 

We wish them, and their families, 
Mazeltov at this special time in their 
lives. 
 
Condolences to 
 

Annette, Ben, Sarah and Leah on the death of one 
of our Past Presidents, Roger McCleery. 
 

Nadine and Alex First and family on  
the death of Nadine’s father, Ron. 
 

Lisa Sylvan and David Waksberg and family on 
the death of Lisa’s father Bernard. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ron Deschamps has asked me to thank 
everyone who came along on our special 
Kiddush on 12 November to farewell 
him. He appreciates your friendship, 
your thanks, and your gifts. 
 

He regrets that he cannot reply to you all personally, 
but is very happy to see you if and when you are in 
the Castlemaine area. (We have his contact details in 
the office). 
 

He said again that after being with us for a total of 
something like 20 years, he really feels like part of 
our LBC family. 
 

When I spoke with him this morning, he was off to 
Bendigo to have fun spending the Bunnings Voucher 
LBC gave him as a farewell gift. 
 

Ruth Jacobs, 17 November 2016 

 

Donors 
 

We sincerely thank all of you  
who have made donations to the  
Leo Baeck Centre from  
18 September—9 November 2016: 
 

Anonymous, G & S Adler, S & R Bell, P Bethune, 
P Bliss, L & M Bloom, P & V Brass, M & S Cass,  
J & L Cohen, M Cohen, S Cohen,  
J Contole & C Riess, J Duband, V & B Dziadosz,  
A Feldman, N & E Fink, B Fried, J Gold, I Gotlib, 
M Gottlieb-Drucker, J Grinwald, Y Gross,  
M Heselev, C Holsman, J & G Isaac,  
A & D Kerron, M Langley, A & R Lopata,  
N Moshinsky, D & F Nassau, D Prinsley,  
B Schauer, P & J Schiff, J Schiftan, A Shub,  
K Silberberg & A Marek, V Silberberg,  
R & J Solomon, M Steele, G Svenger, L Sylvan,  
E Taft, J & M Taft, L & S Taft, M & R Taft,  
I Traeger, W Will. 
 

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat  
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any  
errors or omissions. 
 

This issue we thank Julie Contole for 
her careful proof-reading  

and we apologise for any remaining errors. 



Profiling Jim Beck 
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Meet Dr Jim Beck, Vice President and Chair of House 
at LBC. Education has always played an important 
role for Jim and he is forever grateful to industrial 
scholarships which enabled students to pursue  
otherwise inaccessible careers.  
 

During WW2, Jim’s father John, met and married 
Margaret while serving in Norfolk. They settled in 
North London and had three children. Jim, the middle 
sibling, was born in 1945. Jim’s father, John, was a 
carpenter involved in aircraft construction and  
Margaret was a homemaker. They moved to  
Melbourne in 1955, living initially in a hostel and 
later built a house room by room on a nearby block. 
Jim’s parents worked for the aircraft industry while 
Jim spent two years at the Williamstown primary 
school followed by five years at Williamstown  
Technical  School. Jim’s parents later built on 5 acres 
in Woodend before moving to Queensland where 
John died aged 62 and Margaret died late last year. 
 

Jim continued his education at the Footscray  
Technical College and a cadetship with the Australian 
Glass Manufacturers enabled him to study  
mechanical engineering at Melbourne University. A 
MEngSc  followed and Jim’s interest turned to  
computer modelling and optimization of industrial 
processes. The next step was a PhD from Melbourne  
focusing on maintenance of industrial plants. Jim  
applied his expertise to transport and improving bus 
systems around Australia. 
 

While an undergraduate at university, Jim and a 
group of friends scaled the Beaurepaire centre to 
gain entrance to a social function inside. There he 
met Bronia Bebczuk, a social work student and 
daughter of Holocaust survivors, Moishe and Cyla. 
The family moved to Israel and in 1952 came to  

Melbourne to join the rest of the family. Bronia grew 
up in a traditional Yiddish home where Shabbat  
candles were lit, festivals were celebrated and  
deceased family members were remembered. 
 

After Jim and Bronia married in 1970, they set off to 
holiday overseas. Back in Melbourne they lived at 
Ormond College while Jim completed his studies and 
Bronia worked as a social worker.  
 

In 1973, Jim accepted a position at the University of 
NSW where he taught engineering design. Then back 
to the role of optimizing chemical plants at ICI in 
Melbourne before moving sideways into academia. A 
series of academic roles saw Jim move from lecturing 
on Industrial Systems at RMIT to educational  
management where he was involved in applying 
online technology to teaching and learning.  
This led to roles at the forefront of distance learning 
and open education and Jim took responsibility for 
setting up : 
 PAGE (Professional and Graduate Education) a 

 university-owned venture providing online 
 courses for the professions,                         
 and 

 OLA (Open Learning Australia), a consortium  
 of Australian universities which made tertiary 
 courses accessible to students who were  

 otherwise unable to participate in university 
 studies.  
 

After retiring from the role as CEO of OLA, Jim set up 
a private consultancy in higher education manage-
ment where his main clients were universities and 
training authorities. Now fully retired, Jim enjoys 
woodworking in his well equipped workshop. He is 
also an avid reader, alternating between fiction and 
reference works. 
 

Bronia became a member of LBC in the 1990‘s with 
Jim as a Friend. Some years later Jim  discussed  
conversion to Judaism with Rabbi Keren-Black and  
under his guidance completed his studies. 
 

Subsequent to conversion to Judaism, Jim continued 
to share his enthusiasm for education by taking on 
the role of chairman of the PJV education group, 
where he worked with the group to design engaging 
courses for people having their first contact with  
Judaism. 
 

Jim and Bronia set up a home for their two  
daughters, Sally and Tamara, in Doncaster. The girls 
were involved in the Yiddish group Peretz in primary 
school before attending Fintona to year 9 then  
Balwyn High School. Sally, an engineer in IT, and 
Tamara, an architect, both work in their professions. 
Tamara has two daughters aged 8 and 11 years. 
 

- Profiled by Val Silberberg 
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Thu 1 Dec  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 2 Dec  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 
Sat 3 Dec  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Rabbi Levi is scheduled to lead our  
  Shabbat morning service. 
  Aufruf: Alan Feldman 
 
Mon 5 Dec  
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma Program 
 5.15pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 6 Dec  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
Thu 8 Dec  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 

 
Fri 9 Dec  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged 
 8 pm: Shabbat Dinner "Thai" 
 
Sat 10 Dec  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service. 
 12.50 pm: Chavurah lunch 
 5.30 pm: Life of Brian introduction and pizza 
  supper 
 7 pm: LBCinema Film Extra - Life of Brian 
 
Sun 11 Dec  
 Noon-2pm: Pre-Chanukah Party 
 2.30 pm: BM Mentoring  
 7.30 pm: Book Club 
 
Mon 12 Dec  
 1.30 pm: Active Retirees 
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma Program 
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 13 Dec  
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
Thu 15 Dec  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
 

Fri 16 Dec  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 5 pm: Friday Night Kids 
 
Sat 17 Dec  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service. 
  BM Zachary Epstein 
 
Mon 19 Dec  
 5.15pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 20 Dec  
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
Fri 23 Dec  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 

 
Sat 24 Dec  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service. 
  BM Joseph Jackson 
 
Sun 25 Dec 
 Noon: Picnic at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
 
Sat 31 Dec  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Lay-led Shabbat morning Chanukah 
  service. 

 

What’s on in December . . . . . 

 

Our weekend for members of the  
Introduction to Judaism Class  

will be from Friday 9—Sunday 11 December. 

Our Office will be closed  
between 2 pm on 23 December and  

9 am on 4 January 

NETZER CAMP 
 

Federal camp (years 9-12)  
will take place on  
9-17 January and  

Junior Camp Victoria (years 5-8)  
will take place 24-29 January.   
For more information contact  

federal-
camp@netzer.org.au, juniorcampnsw@netzer.org.au 

or  
juniorcampvic@netzer.org.au 

mailto:federalcamp@netzer.org.au�
mailto:federalcamp@netzer.org.au�
mailto:federalcamp@netzer.org.au�
mailto:federalcamp@netzer.org.au�
mailto:juniorcampnsw@netzer.org.au�
mailto:juniorcampvic@netzer.org.au�
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. . . .  and January 

 

Fri 6 Jan  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 
Sat 7 Jan  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Lay-led Shabbat morning service. 
 
Mon 9 Jan  
 1.30 pm: Active Retirees 
 
Fri 13 Jan  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 Profile Deadline 
 
Sat 14 Jan  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service. 
 
Mon 16 Jan  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 17 Jan  
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
Thu 19 Jan  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 20 Jan  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 5 pm: Friday Night Kids 
 
Sat 21 Jan  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service. 
 
Mon 23 Jan  
 2 pm: Active Retirees 
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 24 Jan  
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
Wed 25 Jan  
 Profile mailout 
 7 pm: Board Meeting TBC 
 
Thu 26 Jan  
 Office closed - Australia Day 
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 27 Jan  
 9.15 am: Morning walk 
 
Sat 28 Jan  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am:  Pride Shabbat morning service   
 1 pm: Chavurah lunch - Theme: Pride 
 
Mon 30 Jan  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 

Tue 31 Jan  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 5 pm: Overflow BM Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Alan Jacobs, who writes personal and  
family histories and offers professional  

Celebrancy services for all life cycle events,  
together with Susie Kluwgant, provided sponsorship 

for our performance of Tash Tells Tales. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9859 9921      alan@sevenblessings.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Support our sponsors if you can. 

 

LBAC and Judy Schiff  
invite you into her  

World of Inspiration  
with a timeless collection 

of images. 
 

More details of our  
new LBAC Exhibition,  

starting in March,  
next issue. 



Our Younger Generation 

 

10 

Ronn Kurtz has been an actor 
for as long as he can   
remember. He was born in  
Israel and had his first stage 
appearance there, at the age of 
3. When he moved to Australia 
at the age of 5 he got involved 
with theatre here immediately. 
At the age of 11, Ronn got his 
first agent, and he has not 
stopped ever since. This passion 
for storytelling has grown  
year-by-year as he becomes 

hungrier and more determined to pursue a career in 
film and television.  
 

Ronn says, “This industry never seems to fail me 
when it comes to excitement and different avenues 
to explore.” He is aware that a career in the arts can 
come with an element of disappointment, but  
believes that as you mature, you learn to deal with 
and accept the disappointing moments as part and 
parcel of the vocation.  
 

Ronn’s major childhood memories involve juggling of 
life, school and acting: having to take time off for 
auditions, filming and other commitments.  
Completing the senior years of school was a major 
challenge, but as Ronn says, “I did it!”  
 

Ronn also managed to make time to study for his Bar 
Mitzvah at LBC. Ronn recalls, “Rabbi Jonathan made 
me feel very welcome and special in the  
Jewish community. He made it an unique and  
incredible experience. I remember inviting a lot of 
my non-Jewish friends, and Rabbi Jonathan made it 
easy and understandable for all of them. Those  
people who came will always remind me what a  
wonderful learning experience they had on that day.  
It was a real eye opener for them as to our custom 
and culture. My memories of my Bar Mitzvah are 
very vivid and I will always remember that very 
unique and special feeling I had ‘becoming a man’.” 
 

In 2016, Ronn produced and performed in his first 
film, Melk Bar. He is also starring in a comedy series 
called Rostered On. Ronn was drawn to this series, 
written by Ryan Chamley, because “it appeals to 
everybody. The comedic script that I read for the 
audition is what made me laugh, but what really  
appealed to me was the sense of realism and  
authenticity that the script had.”  
 

[Ed. Note: If you wish to learn more about Rostered 
On, you can watch various snippets of it at http://
facebook.com/rosteredon or search for Rostered On 
on YouTube.]  
 
Tips on a career in the arts from Ronn Kurtz: 
 

 Without failure, humans cannot grow or learn. 
I have taught myself over the years to       

embrace and enjoy failure so that when I win or 
succeed it’s a euphoric feeling and I can look 
back on those moments of failure and see how I 
have progressed. 

 

 Film is a career that features constant learn-
ing, and so I regularly find myself undertaking 
workshops or taking on short films that allow me 
to access new ideas and people. Versatility is the 
key. 

 

 People generally want to help you out, so 
make sure you let them! 

 

 Make your own work, so you see how it is done 
and take that education to your future projects.  

 

 A “no” is not always a closed door. It is      
important to remain persistent.  

 
 

Our Youth Engagement Worker (YEW),     
Jessica Bellamy, is looking to profile 
the exciting achievements of the 
young people in our congregation, and 
in fact wrote this piece about Ronn. If 
you know (or are) a young person with 
an interesting job, study area, hobby, 
skill or achievement, please contact 
Jessica so we can share your story 
with the congregation.   

Email jessica@lbc.org.au or ring the LBC office.  

 

 
Courage to Care on Yom Kippur 
 

Teenage members of the LBC community were given 
a meaningful chance to engage with the powerful 
Courage to Care exhibition on Yom Kippur.  
 

YEW Jessica Bellamy worked with Tony Weldon 
(below) to offer two groups of young people the 
chance to interact with this exhibition and to hear a  
meaningful  
survivors’ story  
from  
George Deutsch.  
 
 
Havdalah on 
Yom Kippur 
 

Several of our  
younger members  
enjoyed Havadalah 
with Rabbi Jonathan 
and Cantor Michelle 
at the end of our 
Ne’elah service on  
Yom Kippur. 

 

 

 

http://facebook.com/rosteredon�
http://facebook.com/rosteredon�
http://facebook.com/rosteredon�
http://facebook.com/rosteredon�
mailto:jessica@lbc.org.au�


 

Tash Tells Tales 

 

Over 100 people had a  
wonderfully entertaining  
evening as Tash Told Tales—
based loosely on her and her 
family’s history with LBC. 
 

She confidently made the 
bima her own while  
encouraging audience  
participation, sampling  
traditional foods important to 
her, and generally turning an 
otherwise personal history 
into something which involved everyone present—a 
goodly number of whom were NOT related to her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Naturally, her parents, Alan and Ruth, are very 
proud of her performance, and hope she goes 
on to do similar one woman shows after her 
return to London. 
 

We thank everyone who came along to enjoy 
the event, and to help swell LBC’s fund-raising 
coffers. In addition, we particularly thank every 
one who had anything at all to do with the  
production and staging of the show, along with 
those who helped with the supper and the 
cleaning up afterwards—you know who you are! 
 

And last, but not least, we thank Natasha for actually 
doing what ‘her mama made her’ do!! 

 

Natasha  
Jacobs 

on stage,  
in front of the  

billboard in 
front of LBC, 
and with her 

parents. 

      Sukkot and Simchat Torah 5777  
   at LBC 
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And in our wider community; study and travel opportunities . . . .  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us in Jerusalem: CONNECTIONS Opens             
Pre-Registration for May 17-20 2017 Biennial  

http://www.wupjconnections.org/ 
 

 

17-20 May 2017 explore, experience and     
connect with global Reform Judaism                

in Jerusalem  
CONNECTIONS 2017 is the international biennial  
conference of the World Union for Progressive        
Judaism (WUPJ) which brings together Reform,     
Progressive and Liberal Jews from around the world 
for four days of workshops, lectures, prayer, gala 
events, site visits and more.  

Count down to CONNECTIONS with their new web-
site, read the latest news and developments,       
including speaker appointments and gala events. 
Register online at wupj@wupj.ccsend.com with the 
one-stop resource for all your conference and travel 
needs: pricing and payment information,             
accommodation options, and exciting pre-conference 
options.  
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David Lamb of the East Kew Residents’ 
Association addresses the audience 
attending a Meet the Local Candidates 
forum at Leo Baeck Centre.  The  
candidates for Boroondara Council in 
the Cotham, Studley and Bellevue 
Wards were able to explain what they 
felt they could bring to Council, if 
elected.  
 

Many of our congregants live in these 
wards and it was pleasing to be able to 
use our Kiddush hall for this purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beutel Seminar 
There are a few spots remaining in the WUPJ Beutel 
Leadership Seminar to be held 16-26 February 
2017, in Israel.  

The WUPJ Beutel Leadership Seminar welcomes 
nominations for new, seasoned or potential         
congregational and communal leaders to participate 
in a ten-day seminar with Reform Jewish leaders 
from around the world. From training workshops to 
experiential site visits, Beutel grapples with critical 
issues facing Israel, the Jewish people, and our own 
community.  

The Beutel Seminar's cost of $1000 includes hotel 
accommodations, full programming and most 
meals. Financial assistance is also available.  

If you are interested, please contact either Mannie or 
Tanya for further information. 
 

Bialik College’s Button Drive 
 

Since 2007 the students at Bialik 
have been collecting buttons. They 
are closing in on their target of 1.5 
million to be a memorial for  
children killed in the Holocaust. 
 

We would like to help them, and have placed a jar 
for your button contributions (you can bring them 
until the end of January) in the Kiddush Hall. 
 

More Information: http://www.bialik.vic.edu.au/
community/news/bialik-in-the-press 
 

  

 

Registration for CONNECTIONS 2017  
now open 

For Sale 
 

2007 Mitsubishi Colt. Manual. Low Mileage. 
 

Call 0432 918 177 

http://www.bialik.vic.edu.au/community/news/bialik-in-the-press�
http://www.bialik.vic.edu.au/community/news/bialik-in-the-press�
http://www.bialik.vic.edu.au/community/news/bialik-in-the-press�
http://www.bialik.vic.edu.au/community/news/bialik-in-the-press�


Completing the Square is not the preoccupation of 
ancient geometricians but a plan of work supported 
by the LBC Board to complete the refurbishment of 
the east side of the Centre, that is the Kiddush Hall, 
library and the office precinct.  

It is important to realise that Completing the 
Square is not a major redevelopment of the      
Centre’s facilities but rather a necessary plan of 
work which aims to respond to current needs and 
anticipated changes in use over the next five years.  

Due for completion around mid-2017 the office area 
will be upgraded to better suit the operation of a 
modern security conscious shul. Replanting of the 
front garden will open up the view between the  
office and shul while a repaint of the office frontage 
will help integrate our buildings and improve the 
view from the street. The accompanying sketch 
shows the scope of the proposed works. 

We also plan to insulate the Kiddush Hall and     
provide a home for the Centre’s art collection.    
Recarpeting the sanctuary and air-conditioning the 
offices are also on the agenda, but for later in the 
year.  

 

Cost estimates indicate that Completing the Square 
will cost in the vicinity of $55,000. The main      
expenditure of nearly $30,000 will be on improving 
the office complex. Carpeting of the sanctuary is 
expected to amount to $17,000 and a further 
$8,000 will be required to air-condition the offices 
and insulate the Kiddush Hall. 

The Board will make a special effort in 2017 to raise 
monies to meet the cost of Completing the Square.  

Should you wish to explore avenues for funding 
particular aspects of the project or making a pledge 
towards Completing the Square, please contact 
Rabbi Jonathan or a member of the Board. 

Jim Beck                                                        
Chair House Committee                                       
November 2016 

Completing the Square 

 

 

 
Leo Baeck Centre - Planned Refurbishment of Office Precinct and Gardens  
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This edition of Profile was edited by Jon Taft and Ruth Jacobs. 
  

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not 
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of 
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for 

details. 
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  

No PP 325 999 10035 
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We plan for our daily lives,  
but have you planned for your death?  

 

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service 
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral. 

We also can assist you with organising pre arranged  
and pre-paid funerals. 

 

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237 
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au 

Eulogies 
 

If you should ever require a copy of  
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies, 

please ask us. 
 

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre 
 

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its 
continuing existence.  
 

If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in 
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of 
words is available from the LBC Office 
 
Kedem’s service for the Soul 
 

A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of 
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and  
meditation, followed by Kiddush: 10am on the fourth 
Shabbat of every month in a private home in     
Caulfield South. All welcome.  
 

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem 
on 9576 2277. 
 

Deadline for next Profile 
 

We love to receive contributions from members and  
are happy to format your items for you. We prefer to 

receive your photos as .jpeg files. 
 

Please have your material for the  
February/March 2017 issue  

to the LBC Office before 13 January 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When mailing items to us: 

 

Please always use our postal address:  
PO Box 430, Kew East  3102 

to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Contemplation 

 

2015/2016 LBC Office Bearers and Staff 
 
Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the 
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au  He is unavailable on 
Thursdays, except for emergencies. 
 
Co- Presidents  
  Mr Mannie Gross   &   Ms Tanya Warms
  
Vice President (and Chair of House) 
  Dr Jim Beck  
 
Co-Hon. Secretaries 
  Dr Tom Beer   &   Dr Julie Contole  
 
Co-Hon. Treasurers 
  Ms Marlis Cohen   &   Mr Mark Pryor 
 
Immediate Past President 
  Mr David Rose  
 
Board Members 
  Mr Alan Feldman  (Care) 
  Ms Gillian Lubansky (Library) 
  Dr Michael Polack  (Youth Ed) 
  Mr Ron Steiner  (Special) 
  Ms Lisa Sylvan  (Art Collections 
      and LBAC) 
  Dr Jon Taft      (Membership) 
  Mr Michael Taft  (Ritual) 
   
LBC Office hours:    
  Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm 
  Closed: Public Holidays and    
      Jewish Festivals 
 
Contact Office: 
  T: 9819 7160 
  E: office@lbc.org.au 
   
Mrs Ruth Jacobs Administrative Secretary 
Ms Inna Lysy Resource Officer 

http://www.jewishfunerals.org.au�
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We have lightly edited what Daniel Gordis, senior 
vice president and Koret distinguished fellow at   

Shalem College in Jerusalem, wrote on 17/11/17: 

 
Many of us American expats living in Israel for years 
or even decades woke up early last Wednesday to 
watch the presidential election returns. Not          
obscenely early, of course, because the result was 
not really in doubt. The idea was to be awake for the 
moment that the networks declared the winner. 

As we sat in shocked silence listening to the news-
casters question whether Hillary Clinton “still has a 
path to the presidency,” Israeli radio reported that 
others, also American immigrants, had gathered in a 
celebratory rally in downtown Jerusalem. “Lock her 
up! Lock her up!” they chanted, echoing one of the 
uglier memes of a bitter campaign just ending. 

Putting aside the sadness that the meanness had 
reached Israeli shores, the belief that Donald 
Trump’s shocking victory augurs well for Israel or 
American Jews is also simplistic and dangerous. 
Trump’s election, in fact, represents a danger to the 
world’s largest Jewish communities. 

Some of the Jerusalem celebration stemmed from 
the fact that Trump had “said all the right things” 
during the campaign, as far as American immigrants 
to Israel, most of them staunchly right of center, 
were concerned. He said he would move the US   
Embassy to Jerusalem, something that previous 
presidents had avoided, to not enrage the Arab 
world. He does not believe the settlements are a  
major impediment to peace, said a Trump policy   
adviser. Naftali Bennett, leader of Israel’s right-wing 
Jewish Home Party, declared that Clinton’s defeat 
meant the end of the Palestinian drive for statehood. 
And, of course, Trump promised that he would “rip 
up” the Iran deal, which many Israelis think paves 
the way to an Iranian nuclear weapon. 

Trump’s rhetoric appeals to Israelis who believe that 
President Obama’s refusal to speak directly about the 
threat of radical Muslim terror makes fighting the 
scourge all the more difficult. Others believe that 
Obama purposely misled Israel regarding his        
intentions with Iran. And, of course, the specter of 
“moral clarity” coming from the White House is    
certainly appealing to Israelis who strongly believe 
that Palestinians’ rejection of Israel’s very right to 
exist is the root cause of the conflict’s insolubility. 

Yet Trump and Israel will quickly find themselves in 
choppy seas should he move forward as promised. 
Not surprisingly, Trump is already backing away from 
his promise regarding the Iran deal. He is also 
“walking back” his call to move the embassy -  
someone must have explained to him that the move 
is more complicated than buying a building. 

Even those Israelis who would understandably like 
the US Embassy to be located in their country’s   

capital should be relieved that Trump is rethinking it. 
The Palestinians have already said they would make 
his life miserable if he does it, using every diplomatic 
means at their disposal. What Palestinian President  
Abbas cannot say publicly, is that moving it would 
likely unleash a new round of Palestinian violence, 
perhaps unprecedented in its ferocity. Ironically, 
were that violence to erupt, Israeli PM Netanyahu 
could find himself begging Trump not to move the 
embassy so that some stability might return. 

Trump and his Israeli supporters would do well to 
recall that Israel walks a fine line in these turbulent           
times. The Palestinians clearly have to hear that time 
is not on their side and that continued resistance to 
compromise will only harm their position (something 
that the Trump statement on settlements might   
actually accomplish). At the same time, however, 
Palestinians who think that they have nothing to lose 
will resort to violence. A careless Trump could bring 
about the deaths of hundreds of Israeli civilians, 
something no utterance or action by Obama ever did. 

Across the ocean, there is equal cause for concern. 
Trump’s campaign has unleashed a stream of anti-
Semitism that American Jews have not had to face 
for decades. Trump’s refusal to disavow the former 
KKK leader David Duke as quickly as he should have, 
his campaign’s use of a Star of David to connote the 
corruption of the moneyed class, his appointment of 
an ultra-right supporter as a senior adviser, and the 
wave of anti-Semitic tweets and even death threats 
against prominent Jewish journalists ought to have 
Jews everywhere very worried. The KKK’s announced 
victory march in North Carolina is an indication that 
anti-Semitism may just be warming up.  

What's at stake are not tweets or marches, offensive 
graphics or graffiti. What is at stake is the American 
Jewish future. The question is whether history will 
see 2016 as the beginning of the end of the Golden 
Era of American Judaism. Jews thrived in America 
not because all Americans loved Jews, but because 
America was, with notable exceptions, a              
fundamentally tolerant place, at least to Jews.     
Because the US was fundamentally a place where 
abject public hatred was out of bounds, Jews thrived. 
That unspoken social contract may just have ended. 
The world’s two largest Jewish communities, Israel 
and the US, now face dangers that just months ago 
would have been unthinkable. Across the ocean, one 
wrong Trump move could unleash a wave of Arab 
violence that Israel could not easily subdue. And 
closer to home, Americans have elected a president 
who floated to power on a wave of hate. With de-
rogatory remarks toward Muslims, Hispanics, 
women, people with disabilities and more, Trump has 
legitimated the sort of discourse in which Jews have 
never flourished. Those with even a modicum of 
knowledge of Jewish history know that there has 
never, ever been a society that was shaped by hate 
that sooner or later did not come for the Jews. 

 

The Scary Reality of  Trump's Promises to Israel 
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