
  



LBC's Strategic Plan 
 

As noted above, LBC’s Board is now seeking your 
input into a strategic plan for the community, to 
set priorities, focus energy and resources, strengthen 
operations, and ensure that we are all working     
toward common goals. The Board's suggested goals 
that we wish to achieve over the next four years are: 
 

1. For LBC to be seen as a focus for Jewish  
 activities for Melbourne’s eastern region. 
 

2. Have improved capacity to engage with each 
of our members and improve member  

 involvement and retention. 

3. Have a well-developed business plan  
 canvassing alternate revenue streams for the 
 congregation. 
 

4 Have better financial capacity to support  
 programs. 
 

5.  Streamlined decision processes. 
 

Further updates will be provided in future Profiles but 
if you have any ideas about these goals or how we 
can best achieve them, please contact Tanya Warms 
via the Office. Your input is important to us and may 
directly influence how the congregation looks by 
2021! 

Presidential Musings 

 

 

We welcome Co-President  
Mannie Gross and family on their 
return from overseas having  
visited Israel, the continent and  
Shanghai. 
 

Many things have happened over 
the past weeks but the completion 
of the front office renovations was 
a high point. While some work 
remains to be done on the       

exterior, the front offices have been transformed into 
open and attractive work spaces. This is of direct 
benefit to our staff while also enhancing the safety, 
security and amenity of the premises.  
 

On the subject of the office renovations, it is my 
great pleasure to report that our building appeal 
Completing the Square raised the $30,000 we sought 
to meet the cost of the project. Mannie and Jim 
would like to express our gratitude to the many  
donors who supported these essential building  
improvements. 
 

Ruth Jacobs, our Administrative Secretary, has  
announced her decision to retire. Ruth has chosen to 
retire on 18 August. Leo Baeck Centre is providing a 
special Kiddush after the Shabbat morning service on  
19 August to recognise the 18 years of exemplary 
service Ruth has given to our community and the 
generous assistance she has provided to the Rabbi, 
the many past presidents, lay leaders and committee 
chairs over this time. Ruth’s hallmark has been her 
ability to gently and considerately handle the life-
cycle requests of our congregants.  
 

We as Co-Presidents wish Ruth a long and well 
earned retirement. We look forward to keeping in 
touch with Ruth, Alan and family through the coming 
years. 
 

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black is now in the final year 
of his contract with the shul. The Board is discussing 
with Rabbi Jonathan the terms of a new contract and 
hopes to have an agreement before the end of the 
year. Past President David Rose is handling  
 

negotiations. While these discussions 
are necessarily confidential, your 
views regarding the process are  
welcome and both Mannie and Jim 
are happy to listen to them. 
 

Vice-President Tanya Warms is  
leading a strategic review focussed 
on the nature and shape of the shul 
in 2020 and beyond. Areas to receive 
early attention are:  
 

 LBC as a focus for planning Jewish cultural 
activities and welfare needs across the   
eastern region (led by Jim Beck).  

 

 Improvements to the engagement and    
retention of members (led by Jon Taft). 

 

 Streamlining decision processes (led by   
Michael Polack). 

 

Themes for future consideration include the  
examination of alternate revenue streams and  
improvements to the our information gathering and 
management processes.  
 

Over the coming months we hope to use Chavurah 
lunches and similar occasions to build discussion and 
momentum. 

And, as we enter the Yamim Noraim we wish you a 
shana tova and well over the Yom Kippur fast. It is        
traditionally a time of reflection; about our life over 
the past year and how we can improve ourselves in 
the next. We hope it is a safe and happy 5778 for 
you, your family and friends and for all Israel. We 
particularly want to thank Rabbi Jonathan, our    
dedicated office staff, Ruth Jacobs and Inna Lysy, 
teaching staff, caretaker Leon Cisek, music director 
Maurice Duband and our chazanim, Michael Taft and 
our other Shammasim, our lay leaders, the Board 
and every LBC committee member and volunteer for 
all their support and dedication during the year. 
Without you of course, LBC would not be such a 
great community. 

- Jim Beck and Mannie Gross 
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We have just commemorated Tisha B’Av, the 9th day 
of the Hebrew month of Av. This is the day in the 
year on which we recall the many tragedies that 
have befallen the Israelite and Jewish peoples over 
the millennia. The Mishna (Ta’anit - Fasting 4:6) lists 
the five disasters it considers to be included.  

The first date is that fateful day in the desert when 
the twelve spies came back from spying the land of 
Canaan, and ten of them said the Israelites would 
not be able to conquer it, whilst Joshua and Caleb 
said that, if they had faith in God, they could. The 
people followed the majority, showing they did not 
have sufficient faith in the God who had just freed 
them from generations of slavery in Egypt and 
parted the sea for them! That fateful day was,     
according to the Mishna, the 9th of Av.   

After that you have to wind forward to the           
destruction of Solomon’s Temple by the Babylonian 
king Nebuchanezzar 586 years before the common 
era, and then to the destruction of the Second   
Temple by the Romans (depicted on Titus’ arch in 
Rome, which Sue and I had the opportunity to visit 
earlier in the year – see picture below).     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And then, in 135 of the common era, not one but two 
disasters are listed: Firstly, the crushing of the four-
year long Bar Kochba rebellion against Rome. Their 
capital, Betar, not far from Jerusalem, was          
destroyed, and over half a million people were said 
to have been killed. In response, the Romans 
ploughed the Temple site into the ground. They also 
renamed Jerusalem to Aelia Capitolina, and Judea to 
Philistia, trying to erase even those names, so     
centrally important to Jews across the Empire.   

But I’d like to turn back to the destruction of the 
Second Temple, which the Rabbis blamed on 
‘needless hatred’ amongst the Jewish groups. How 
sadly ironic that such bitterness has again flared up 
in recent weeks over diverse Jews wanting to pray in 
their customary ways at the Western Wall.  For Tisha 
B’Av, our progressive community met with Nitzan 
(Masorti) and Shira Chadasha (orthodox)           

communities to discuss ‘what it 
really means to argue for the sake 
of heaven’. I believe this is the 
third time we’ve met, and        
according to tradition, if one does 
something three times, one is 
then committed to it for ever! I 
hope that, in a small way, this is 
beginning to set a new model of 
cooperation and respect across 
different approaches to Judaism.   

In Israel, I attended a yeshiva – Pardes - that     
considered itself orthodox, though many in the     
orthodox community didn’t. And there are orthodox 
congregations that fit in the same category. And it 
now seems there are orthodox Rabbis who are not 
accepted, and whose conversions and marriages are 
not accepted, by other orthodox Rabbis! And even 
orthodox Rabbis signing petitions for Israel to be  
pluralist! So it is high time we showed some leader-
ship and recognition of a mature, multi-faceted    
Judaism, or what we might call ‘grown up Judaism’, 
discussing and, where disagreeing, doing it ‘for the 
sake of heaven’! Let’s hope it is happening, because 
we really don’t want history repeating itself – either 
way, we have to take it in our own hands!     

The evening of Tuesday 22 August is the first night 
of Elul, the month leading up to the High Holidays.  
Elul is a month of preparation and focus.  As we   
approach the New Year of 5778, let us use it to    
reflect on our year and our lives, and repair any 
damage we may have done amongst our friends and 
family and community. And let us do anything in our 
power to make this New Year one which brings the 
Jewish people, in Israel and the Tfutzah (dispersion), 
closer in respect, co-operation and mutual learning.   

Thank you for being members of LBC.  

Wishing you a year of good health, strength,        
fulfilment and peace.  

- Rabbi Jonathan, Sue, Naomi              
(and Adam from Shnat Netzer in Israel).  

 

Rabbinic Reflection  -  The Precious Opportunity for a New Start  
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Shabbat morning services 
 

Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we 
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.  
 

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you 
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.  
 

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally 
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch, 
usually with a guest speaker. We have no Chavurah 
lunch in either August or September, but a scheduled 
Fine Wine/Fine Music session on 19 August.  

 
NEW INITIATIVE! 
Winter Soup Shabbat 
 

Please join us for a bowl of warming winter soup at 
6pm on 4 August and 1 September, followed by 
an erev shabbat service from 6.15 to 7.15.   
See notice next page.  
 
Friday Night Kids 

 

Bring your younger family members, 5 to 
5.45 pm, usually on the third Friday in 
the month.  
 

This activity provides a short opportunity 
for a story and some Shabbat songs and 

shared candle-lighting and challah before going 
home to your own Shabbat dinner.  
 

Our next sessions are 18 August and 15 September. 
 
Shabbat Unplugged 

 

Our next Shabbat Unplugged sessions 
will be 18 August and 15 September, 
and will be followed immediately  
afterwards by a two-course catered  
non-meat meal, at a cost of $14 for 

adults and $45 for a family of four.  
 

As always, the service at 7pm is free to all, but you'll 
need to book for the 8 pm dinner in advance at  
trybooking.com/EGVV (book early to ensure your 
place – we are sometimes booked out!). 
 

The Shabbat Study Group is back! 
 

LBC’s shabbat study group convenes weekly from  
9-10 am on Saturdays. Topics are not limited to 
Torah parashot, and we have a variety of presenters. 
 

Coffee and bagels are available on arrival. 
 
Telelink 
 

The Telelink Conference Program is a 
free weekly program beginning each  
Friday at 4 pm and concluding with the 
blessing of the Shabbat candles at  
4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and 
social topics are discussed.  
 

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity for people 
who may be isolated in their homes  
to make contact with one another.  
 

Contact the Office about joining. 
 
Care Committee 
 

Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC  
members who need it. This may include visiting the 
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with 
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.  
 

If you need assistance or want to join the group 
please ring the LBC Office on 9819 7160.  
 
 
9 –10 pm: Saturday 16 September 
S’lichot 
 

Our late-evening service to usher in the solemn   
period of the High Holidays is a special feature of our 
religious year. Come along and join us for it, or stay 
after our LBCinema session of Denial at 7 pm. 

 

What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally. 

 

Copies available in the LBC Office only until end August. 
 

To order your Entertainment™ Membership visit 
www.entbook/com/au/181u304 
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well. 

 

Book Club 
 

7.30 pm Sunday 3 September 
 

Join us while we discuss  
Mr Rosenblum's List by Natasha 
Solomon — about escaping from 
Europe and trying to fit in as a 
Jewish immigrant to Britain. 
 

There are multiple copies in 
Boroondara Library so it is easily 
available.  

Active Retirees 
 

Is there a new volunteer out there? 
 

After three years coordinating the    
Active Retirees programme, Ruth Taft is  
stepping down. She wonders if anybody 
else in the community would like to take 
it on. 

 

The task involves finding a speaker for the afternoon 
of the second Monday of each month and showing a 
film on the fourth Monday. A social cup of tea/coffee 
concludes the meeting. 
 

If you are interested, please contact Ruth on 
ruthmtaft@gmail.com 
 
In the meantime, 2pm on 14 August: Ros Rogers 
talks about the charities supported by Kogo, a group 
that knits squares for making blankets. 
 

And 2pm on 14 August: Ruth and Michael Taft talk 
about their recent trip to Central Asia (see page 11). 
 
Israeli Dancing 
 

9.15 am—noon Tuesdays   
$9 donation per session 
 

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a 
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps? 
 

The first part of the class is geared to beginners.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join the group.  
 
LBC Walking Group 
Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to,    
and wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so 
please contact 
Kathy on       
0408 564 817.  

 
 
 
 

LBCinema  
7pm Saturdays 19 August, 16 September  

The evening opens with Havdalah.      $10 per head. 

19 August: The Little Traitor, Alfred Molina. Set 
against the backdrop of the establishment of the 
State of Israel 

16 September: Denial, David Irving effectively put 
the legitimacy of the Holocaust on trial. Followed at  
9 pm by supper and brief S’Lichot service 

 
Jewish Jam Session 
 

4.30 pm Sunday 27 August 
 

Enjoy Jewish and popular music  at our 
Jewish Jam Sessions at LBC.  
 

No previous performing experience is 
needed and sheet music is provided.  
Bring an instrument (if you have one), 
or your singing voice, or just listen — 
and also bring a gold coin donation.  

 
House of Studies (HoS) 
 

10 for 10.30 am Sunday morning, 6 August 
 

View the final episode of renowned historian     
Simon Schama’s: Story of the Jews even if you 
have not been following the whole series. 
 

Light refreshments at 10 am: our program begins 
promptly at 10.30 am. 
 

Small note contribution. 
 

Stillpoint Yoga meets at LBC at  
6.30 pm on Thursday evenings  
 

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of and 
bookings for this gentle yoga activity. 
   

 

Judaica Shop 
 

LBC’s Judaica shop is being rejuvenated. Browse our 
offerings in the Synagogue foyer, suggest how we 
could improve our stock, and buy your Life Cycle, 
Shabbat and Festival supplies from us. 
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Community Happenings 
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Congratulations to 
 

Ron Taft on the birth of his 11th great- 
grandchild, Avery Ellen 
 

and Ron Taft again, on being awarded 
an AM in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list “for    
significant service to education and research in the 
field of psychology, and to the community”. 
 

Irma Traeger on the birth of her first great grand-
child, Simielle 
 
Special Birthdays 
 

August:  Ria Eisler 
   Ron Exiner 
   Michael Fink 
   David Markus 
   Caroline Rose 
     

September: Lorraine Duband 
   Georgia Einfeld 
   Devorah Koles 
   Philip Mandie 
   Robyn Meyer 
   Barry Novy 
   Val Silberberg 
   John Stanton 
   Elizabeth Syber 
   Ganit Taft 
 
New Members and Friends 
 

Rob Kendall 
 
B’Nei Mitzvah 
 

We will celebrate the B’nei Mitzvah 
of: 
 

 Hannah Ogawa 12 August 
 Matthew and Jason Langer 

   26 August 
 Douglas Mann 2 September 
  

We wish them, and their families, Mazeltov at this 
special time in their lives. 
 
Condolences to 
 

Greta Goldblatt and Craig, Debbie and 
family, on the death of Merwyn. 
 

The family and friends of Elisa Sostheim. 
 

Marj and Leon Bloom on the death of Marj’s 
sister, Miriam. 

 
 

 

Donors 
 

We sincerely thank all of you  
who have made donations to  
the Leo Baeck Centre from  

   18 May—18 July 2017 
 

Anonymous, B & S Aarons, P Bethune, G Bogdan, 
D Brous, T & D Burgess, S Cohen, J & N Davis,  
S Einfeld & J Gray, P & R Eisler, J & J Epstein,  
R Erlich, M Fink, S Freadman, W & C Glaser,  
M Gottlieb-Drucker, J Grinwald, E & R Gross,  
S Hacker & I Kennedy, M Herman, M Heselev,  
N Hilton, Kew Community Festival, A & R Jacobs,  
L Jacobs, M Langley, A & R Lopata, M Martin,  
P Messer, D & F Nassau, D & A Ogawa, D Orr,  
P Pryles, D Rooseboom, D Rose, M & J Rozen,  
P & J Schiff, M Shub, S Silberberg, V Silberberg,  
J & R Solomon, E Taft, L & S Taft, D Tropp-Boas,  
F & L Warmbrand, R Westheimer, W Will, P Witt,  
G Zyskind 
 

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat  
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any  
errors or omissions. 

We thank Paula Messer for  
her careful proof-reading and we  

apologise for any remaining errors. 

Volunteers 
 

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,  
Brenda Brook,  
Kathy Deutsch, Alison Harcourt,  
Albert Isaacs,  
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,  
Rob Kendall, Greg Kerr,  
Christine Lederman, Julie-Anne Lilienthal,  
Gillian Lubansky, Paula Messer, Terri Nathan,  
Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft. 

Ruth-in-the-Office Retires 
 
After more than 18 years on the job, 
Ruth Jacobs will be retiring as our  
Administrative Secretary from close  
of business, Friday 18 August. 
 

As an employee, she joined us in 
1999, although she has been around 
this community all her life: her  
parents, Tamara and Harry Messer were founders of 
the congregation, and she (at age four!) was one of 
the first pupils in our religious school. 
 

Rabbi Seth Phillips married Ruth to Alan at LBC on an 
extremely hot morning in January 1983, and all three 
of their children were B’nai Mitzvah here. 
 

She believes that she leaves a legacy of commitment 
and assistance to our membership. She will miss the 
contacts with you all, but in view of Alan’s health 
scare she feels that this is the right time to retire!  

Help us farewell her at our Kiddush after our Shabbat 
morning service on 19 August. (No RSVP necessary) 



Profiling Terri and David Nathan 
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David and Terri both carry on their family traditions 
of involvement in their local Jewish community.  
Before the LBC extensions were built, David used his  
electronics expertise to manage the sound systems 
in the Town Halls used for High Holiday services 
while Terri now puts her librarian skills to good use in 
our library. 
 

In the 1880s, the English Nathan family settled in   
St Kilda and David’s father, Gordon, twin to Harold, 
and one of five siblings, was born here. His mother 
Golda Abrahams, and her siblings, were born in  
Brisbane. Gordon, a carpet layer and planner, served 
in the army in Papua-New Guinea with his twin 
brother who later became a cabinet maker and was 
involved with the St Kilda Shul. Their brother Sam 
served on the board at TBI. Golda and Gordon  
married in the great Synagogue in Sydney in 1946 
before setting up home in Bentleigh where Pam was 
born in 1948 and David in 1952. 
 

After attending the local primary school and  
Moorabbin Technical College, David studied  
electronics at RMIT. An apprenticeship at Phillips led 
to a role as senior technical officer 
and subsequently production and 
quality manager for the Pacific 
Broadband Network which he then 
set up in China. This led to design 
work for the distribution of TV  
signals from satellite or free to air 
TV at Company Ikusi. 
 

Golda and Gordon’s family  
celebrated Friday nights and  
Seders at home and attended the 
Bentleigh Shul where David  
became involved in the youth 
groups. He helped organize teen     
activities leading to a role as president of the  
Southern teens. His Bar Mitzvah was celebrated at 
TBI with Rabbi Sanger.  
 

As an eight year old, David joined the cubs which has 
led to lifelong involvement in the scouts, firstly as a 
cub leader (with a brief break after marriage) which   
resumed when his son Brent turned eight. David is 
currently involved with the Boroondara scouts as well 
as scout theatrical shows such as the Melbourne 
Gang Show and Camberwell Showtime. As a 13 year 
old, David’s sporting prowess, which developed on 
the hockey field and was pursued until recently, led 
to his gold medal as a member of the Maccabi indoor 
hockey team. 
 

Terri’s maternal Russian great grandfather, Israel 
Pallis, on arrival in the UK, chose the surname Pallis 
after seeing Buckingham Palace. He became a rabbi 
in London and had 12 children. Around 1918, Terri’s 
grandfather, David Pallis, met and married Hilda 
Zeidman who came from a religious Polish family. A 
few years later, together with their two children, 

Julius and Theresa, they sailed to Melbourne to    
escape the English weather and set up home in   
Carlton, where Terri’s mother, Anita, was born. In 
the 1930s the family moved to North Caulfield. 
Grandfather David put his beautiful voice to good use 
in the Toorak Shul choir. The Pallis family began a 
clothing factory (Pallis and Son) in Latrobe St where 
they made a point of keeping costs down and      
employing staff who needed work during the         
Depression and WW2. Anita worked alongside her 
father as a tailoress. Terri’s Glaswegian father,    
Jack Stern, at age 16, was sponsored to come here 
by an aunt and uncle. He returned to Glasgow and 
later returned with his widowed mother. He became 
a salesman at the Myer Emporium. Through family 
matchmaking, Jack and Anita were introduced and 
married in the Toorak Shul in 1952.  
 

Terri, b 1955, and her sister Sharon, b 1958, were 
educated at Hughesdale Primary then Murrumbeena 
High School. Terri, who left school after Form 5, 
joined WD & HO Wills where she learnt secretarial 
skills and stayed for seven years. The Steen family 
were observant Jews who kept a kosher home. 

 

David had his eye on Terri when 
she joined the Bentleigh Youth 
group to meet other Jewish youth, 
but it was not until they were in 
the same age group that the 
friendship blossomed. Rabbi Brian 
Fox performed their wedding  
ceremony at TBI in June 1975. 
 

They began married life in  
Carnegie then moved to  
Mt Waverley so David could be 
nearer to his workplace. Their 
three children, Hindi, b 1978, 

Brent, b 1981 and Ashley in 1985, trained on site for 
their chosen professions. Hindi, married to Doug, has 
two children, Kyla 11 and James 10, and is a project 
coordinator with a Warranty Insurance firm. Brent, 
married to Emily, is a tram driver and has three  
children, Lily 10, Charlie 8 and Georgia 4½ years. 
Ashley is a manager at Coles Liquorland. 
 

Prior to Hindi’s Bat Mitzvah, the Nathan family  
transferred to LBC where Rabbi Torop officiated at 
the family B’nei Mitzvah. David, who had been a 
Shammas at Bentleigh, resumed that role at LBC and 
later served on the Board as well as lending his skills 
to control the sound systems for High Holidays. 
When the children were at school, Terri helped in a 
library leading to a position at Monash University’s 
library for 18 years. The library technical skills she 
acquired are now put to good use in LBC’s Library. 
That, alongside her love of cats, the 25 year old  
family turtle, the Melbourne football club, reading 
and of course, the grandchildren, keep her busy. 
 

Profiled by Val Silberberg 

  



8 

Tue 1 Aug 
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Wed 2 Aug 
 7.30 pm: Klezmer class—bookings Vital. 
 
Thu 3 Aug  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 4 Aug  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 6 pm: Winter soup and service (pages 4 & 5) 
 
Sat 5 Aug  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Lay-led Shabbat morning service  
 
Sun 6 Aug  
 10 am: Story of the Jews — Episode 5 
 
Mon 7 Aug  
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 8 Aug  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Thu 10 Aug  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 11 Aug  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 
Sat 12 Aug  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
  BM: Hannah Ogawa 
 
Mon 14 Aug  
 2 pm: Active Retirees 
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 15 Aug  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Thu 17 Aug 
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 18 Aug  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 5 pm: Friday Night Kids 
 6pm: Pizza Shabbat Dinner for Sh’ma Program 
  and others 
 7 pm: Musical Shabbat 
 
 

Sat 19 Aug  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
  Retirement kiddush: Ruth Jacobs 
 1 pm: Fine Wine/Fine Music 
 7 pm: LBCinema 
 
Sun 20 Aug  
 3 pm:  BM Workshop 
 
Mon 21 Aug  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 22 Aug  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Wed 23 Aug 
 7.30 pm: Board Meeting 
  
Thu 24 Aug  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 25 Aug  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 
Sat 26 Aug  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
  BM: Matthew and Jason Langer 
 2.30 pm: Tikkun Olam session (see page 15) 
 
Sun 27 Aug  
 4.30 PM: Jewish Jam session 
 
Mon 28 Aug 
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 29 Aug  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
  
Thu 31 Aug 
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 

 

What’s on in August . . . . . 

 



. . . .  and September  

 

Fri 1 Sep  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 6 pm: Winter soup and service (pages 4 & 5) 
 
Sat 2 Sep  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
  BM: Douglas Mann 
 
Sun 3 Sep  
 7.30 pm: Book Club 
 
Mon 4 Sep  
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 5 Sep 
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Thu 7 Sep  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 8 Sep  
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
  
Sat 9 Sep  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Lay-led Shabbat morning service  
    
Mon 11 Sep  
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 12 Sep 
 Deadline for Profile material 
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
 
Thu 14 Sep  
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 15 Sep 
 9.15 am: Morning Walk 
 9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 5 pm: Friday Night Kids 
 7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged 
 8 pm: Catered dinner (see page 4)  
  Indian theme. 
 
Sat 16 Sep  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
 7 pm:  LBCinema 
 9 pm: Supper 
 9.15 pm: Short S’lichot service 
 
Mon 18 Sep  
 4.45 pm: Sh'ma program—End of Term pizza 
 5.15 pm: BM Class 

Tue 19 Sep  
 9.15 am: Israeli Dancing 
  
Wed 20 Sep 
 Erev Rosh Hashanah 
 
Thu 21 Sep 
 Office Closed 
 Rosh Hashanah morning services 
 
Fri 22 Sep  
 Office Closed 
 
Sat 23 Sep  
 9 am: Torah Study Group 
 10 am: Shabbat morning service  
  
Mon 25 Sep  
 5.15 pm: BM Class 
 
Tue 26 Sep 
 9 am: Profile mailout  
  
Thu 28 Sep 
 6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge) 
 
Fri 29 Sep  
 Office Closed—Public Holiday 
 Kol Nidrei 
 
Sat 30 Sep 
 Yom Kippur 

 

 
Book of Remembrance 

 
If you have listed loved ones in previous years,  

you should have already received a form to remember 
your loved ones in the Book of Remembrance  

which is prepared by PJV and distributed during the 
Yom Kippur services. 

 

If not, and you wish names to be included in the Book 
please ring LBC or download a form  

from the following link: 
 http://pjv.org.au/sites/default/files/BOR%20Form%

202017_distributed.pdf  
 

Please note that PJV must receive your form  
by 18 August and that it should be sent to them,  

at the address on the form, not to LBC. 

 
High Holiday tickets  

 
with full details of all services  

will be distributed to all LBC’s financial members  
in early September. 
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Full information on times of major services is shown 
on the tickets which will be sent to all LBC financial 
members in time for Rosh Hashanah. Tickets are 
required only for our services for Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur, and not for S’lichot, Shabbat Shuva 
or Sukkot.   
 

Casual tickets will be available for people who 
have not attended our High Holiday services  
previously. Please contact the Office in good time if 
you wish to acquire such a ticket for relatives or 
friends. 
 

Please note that our LBC office will be closed 
on 21, 22, 29 September & 5 and 12 October. 

 
 
 
9 –10 pm: Saturday 16 September 
 

S’lichot 
 

Our late-evening service to usher in the solemn  
period of the High Holidays is a special feature of 
our religious year. Come along and join us for it, or 
stay after our LBCinema session of Denial at 7 pm. 
 
Sunday 20 September 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah 
 

Start the year with early evening communal prayers 
before going home to share dinner with your family 
or friends. (If you can accept extra guests at table 
please tell us.) 
 
Thursday 21 September 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
 

Hear the Shofar blown for the New Year at the end 
of our service. 
 
Friday 22 September 
 

2 Tishrei service only at KEDEM ,  
517 Orrong Road Armadale (not at LBC) 
 

We join with Kedem for a creative Rosh Hashanah 
service. It is a really refreshing and uplifting  
informal service and well worth coming to!  
 
Saturday 23 September 
 

Shabbat Shuva  
 

The most significant Shabbat of our religious year. 
 
Friday 29 September 
 

Kol Nidrei 
 

A very moving service, the most solemn of our year. 
 
 

Saturday 30 September 
 

Yom Kippur 
 

A full day of prayers and contemplation; join us for 
as long as you are able. (If you can accept extra 
guests at table to break the Fast, please tell us.) 
 
Wednesday 4 October 
 

Erev Sukkot 
 

Bring your children at 4.30 pm to help decorate our 
LBC Sukkah, join in the activities and enjoy a  
sausage sizzle at 5.30 followed by a short service, 
6.00-6.30 pm. 
 
Thursday 5 October 
 

Sukkot  
10 am: This service will be held in the Sukkah, 
weather permitting.  
 
Wednesday 11 October 
 

Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
 

Come along to our service at 6.30 pm for singing 
and dancing with the Torah, as we conclude the 
reading of the scroll and re-commence the cycle. 
 
Thursday 12 October 
 

Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah 
Our 10 am service includes Yizkor.  
 
 
 
Parking on-site at LBC during High Holiday  
services is restricted to people with impaired/
reduced mobility. 
 

If you wish to access one of our limited car 
park spots, please contact us in good time, for 
a permit. Preference will be given to members 
holding disabled stickers.  
 

If you are parking in the local streets, please  
observe all local parking restrictions, and be  
sympathetic to the access needs of our 
neighbours. 
 
 
Does your family hold any copies of Gates of  
Repentance (our High Holiday Prayerbook) which 
you no longer require? We can use them. 
 
 
Please leave large bags at home. Also, please do not 
leave bags unattended at any time! Be aware that 
our security guards may wish to check the  
contents of your bags. 
 

5778 High Holidays at LBC 
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The Silk Road 

 

 

Up until about a year ago names such as Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kashgar, Uighur, names that I could 
barely pronounce or spell, meant very little to me. 
However, here I am now, having visited those      
exciting places on the adventure of a lifetime, as part 
of Rabbi Fred Morgan's latest trip "Shalom Silk 
Road". 

In fact there is no such thing as the Silk Road. This 
term was coined by one Ferdinand von Richthofen to 
describe the various routes taken by traders bringing 
goods such as silk and spices to Europe from the Far 
East, routes that by the nineteenth century had fallen 
into disuse as sea travel became easier. 

Our adventure started in      
Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan, 
and followed a figure eight route 
taking in most of Uzbekistan, 
spectacular Kyrgyzstan and 
Uighur territory in Western China 
and finishing back in Tashkent. 
We visited wonderfully decorated 
mosques and madrassas,       
ceramics, silk, felt and carpet 
workshops, museums, an ancient 
fort atop a hill in the desert, and 

even a couple of synagogues, 
a Jewish cemetery and an 
ancient observatory.  

It was a journey full of     
contrasts. One night we 
stayed at a place high up in 
the mountains called       
Sary Tash in Kyrgyzstan, 
where it was snowing and the 
temperature dropped to        

-10 C° overnight. About a week later we found our-
selves in 40 C° heat in the 
desert! One night we were 
sleeping in a very modern 
resort hotel, the next in a 
yurt. 

It was a journey of       
challenges such as the 
500m walk uphill dragging 
our suitcases up to the  
Chinese border, or having 

to walk through the snow to the outside squat     
toilets, or sleeping on the floor in yurts, or having 
our passports checked over and over again at     
endless border crossings. 

It was a journey of learning about the violent history 
of the region, the oppressiveness of the Chinese   
regime especially towards the Uighur people, about 
the beautiful architecture and mosaic decorations, 
about the dreadful ecological disaster that is the  
Aral Sea and, most of all, about the wonderful 
warmth and friendliness of the local people. 

We visited places with exotic names like Bishkek, 
Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva, the last two, apart 
from their historical and religious significance, being 
shoppers’ paradises.  

It was a journey full of new experiences, vibrant   
colour, contrasts, challenges, fun and companion-
ship. I wouldn't have missed it for the world! 

- Ruth Taft 

Ruth and Michael will speak about this trip at the 
Chavurah lunch on 22 July, and at the              

Active Retirees meeting on 11 September              
(see pages 4 and 5). 
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The LBC Israeli Dance group participated in 
the City of Boroondara’s Inaugural Annual Dance  
Affair, at The Hawthorn Arts Centre on 20 & 21 July, 
along with many other local dance groups. 
 

The event showcased the diversity of the local 
Boroondara community, the skills on offer, and the 
number of activities available to residents.  
 

Our LBC group was well represented, and the  
audience enjoyed our performance. They embraced   
enthusiastically  
the lesson offered 
to learn a simple 
dance.  
 

Join our Group?  
See page 5. 
 
 
 

From a visit to a recent       
Bat Mitzvah 
Last Saturday we were part of  Maya 
Marek's Bat Mitzvah and for me   
personally it was my first Shabbat 
and I just wanted to say a huge thank you to the 
congregation and to Rabbi Jonathan for his openness 
and inclusiveness. 

Maya’s speech was incredible, Our world is in good 
hands with our future young people. 

I think the lovely lady Michelle who sang was          
incredible and her voice was mesmerising. 

Thanks again for making  my first experience a   
lasting one. 

Thanks for your good wishes in my illness 
As many of you know, I am still recovering, but I 
really appreciate all your support at this time. 

- Alan Jacobs 

 

 



On Saturday 9 September    
Melbourne’s Hamer Hall will host 
a world premiere of ‘PEACE –  
A Cantata for John Monash’. 
This will be an exciting and 
unique musical journey into the 
life of Sir John Monash,        
arguably Melbourne's most   
famous son and a famous    
Australian, who contributed to  

almost every level of Australian life. 

Full information about the concert was provided in 
the last issue of Profile. 

As we explained, we are arranging for LBC members 
to sit together. We can also help with transportation 
to the Hamer Hall, if needed. Please book through 
the LBC Office. 

 

The Zelman Orchestra is      
producing a huge concert, 
based on Shostakovich’s    
Symphony 13, to take place in 
Hamer Hall at 2 pm on  
17 September. This will  
commemorate the end of the 
75th Jewish year since the worst 
of the Babi Yar massacres near 
Kiev in September 1941, when 
the Nazis and their collaborators 
killed 33,771 Jews. During WW2, well over 110,000 
people were murdered at Babi Yar.   
 
Bookings through  
Arts Centre Melbourne Box Office. 

 

Recently we have again been reminded of the lack of 
regard that the current government of Israel has for 
Progressive Jews. It has also provided a stark  
reminder of the continuing importance of the work of 
ARZA groups around the world. 
 

It appears that in order to retain his position, PM 
Netanyahu has done an about-face on his promise to 
provide a permanent egalitarian prayer space at the 
Kotel. Also a new conversion law is to be introduced 
to the Knesset. If successful this legislation will give 
even more power to the corrupt Orthodox Rabbinate 
with regard to the conversion process. 
 

While it is true that most Israelis don’t really see an 
egalitarian prayer space as a priority, many resent 
the control that the Rabbinate has over key aspects 
of their lives, including conversion, marriage and  
burial. 
 

The Prime Minister has created a massive divide   
between Israel and Diaspora Jews and has also    
widened the divide in Israel between secular and  
ultra religious Jews.  
 

Our friends in Israel and elsewhere have not  
accepted these moves quietly. Through the work of 

the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ) 
the Government will now have to explain to the    
Supreme Court why they have reneged on their   
previous commitment to create the Prayer Space.  
With regard to the Conversion Law, the IMPJ has also 
been at the forefront of a coalition that includes  
moderate Orthodox groups alongside Reform and 
Conservative Jews and many Jewish organisations.   
 

Every Progressive Jew, including us in Australia, is a 
part of this struggle.  
 
ARZA will be working within the Zionist Federation of 
Australia to gain the support of the entire Zionist 
community in opposing these retrograde steps. We 
will also continue to work in partnership with our 
friends in Israel and around the world to make Israel 
fulfill the commitment to be an inclusive “home for all 
Jews.”   
 

- Steve Denenberg 
President, ARZA Australia 

And in our wider community . . . .  

 

 

Deborah's Well 
 

Are you a woman who is: 
Interested in discussion and learning? 
Reading new books?  Helping others? Hearing interesting speakers?   
Seeing new films? Eating good food? Feeling part of a community? 
 

If this appeals to you, please drop Janet Bau a line to help organise  
Deborah's Well, or simply to come along to our activities. (Our first session 
attracted around 20 people to hear Rita Erlich discuss FOOD.) 
 

janetlovesscrabble@gmail.com or on Janet’s mobile, 0448 238 820. 

 

 

 

12 

mailto:janetlovesscrabble@gmail.com�


July 2 was a cold but sunny Sunday for our 
LBC Volunteers to enjoy a spot of garden 
beautification.  
 

Michael Fink had done a great job of  
planning the layout and sourcing the plants, 
so it was easy to start with some digging 
and weeding to get things ready. We all set 
to, Jane Rosham settled smaller plants into 
the bed in the courtyard near the office, 
while Paul dug out roots, stumps and  
straggly plants around Noah's Ark.  
 

Michael Fink and Hugh Berryman-Brook 

worked hard, digging, planting and organising. 
Hanna Eifermann and David Zuker did a sterling 

job, cutting back overgrowth and cleaning 
up a lot of debris in the carpark, making a 
huge impact.  
 

I'm sure you'll notice the difference in the 
garden when next you visit LBC; we're all 
looking forward to the next volunteer event 
- why not join in and help. Find us in  
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1073234149468921/ (search for 
"LBC Volunteer group").  

LBC Friend Brother Gerard Develin  
has passed away. 
  
Bro Gerard Develin was for many years a regular   
attendee at LBC Shabbat morning services. He 
loved to attend our Torah Study sessions and was a 
great contributor to the comments and discussion. 
He would often engage B’nei Mitzvah students in 
discussion about their Torah portion and what the 
central message was. 
 

Gerard was a passionate member of the inter-
religious community and was often seen at The 
Council of Christians and Jews. Gerard had limited 
vision and in his younger days played cricket with 
members of The Blind Institute in St Kilda Road. He 
always had a love of cricket and football, and would 
enjoy a spirited conversation about details of the 
weekend games.  
 

Gerard belonged to ‘The Blessed Sacrament’     
community based at St Francis’ Church in the city. 
He played the organ at their services for many 
years. Unbeknown to members of the community 
he would often play ‘Hatikvah’ quietly for mood  

music (always accompanied by a very cheeky grin!) 
as parishioners sat in meditation.   
 

A number of us shared meals with him there, as he 
shared meals with us in our homes. Gerard  
attended many sederim, those at LBC, by The 
Council of Christians and Jews, and those held in 
private homes.  
 

He had a budgie named Francis that he taught to 
say with much passion “Shema Yis Ra El’. Children 
delighted in hearing it, especially when he played a 
taped bird call that he often carried in his pocket   
together with his talking clock to help him keep 
track of the day.  
 

His funeral held at St Francis’ was attended by 
Rabbi Jonathan and a number of the LBC          
community. During the eulogy reference was made 
to his Leo Baeck friendships.  
 

Brother Gerard Develin was a much loved member 
of his ‘order’ and by his friends at LBC. We are  
privileged to have known him and are saddened by 
his passing. 

Youth Jottings and more 

 

 

A Reminder from Youth Engagement HQ  
 
So you’re over B’nei Mitzvah age … what next? 
 
Are you over B’nei Mitzvah age and wondering what 
your shul might still have to offer you? 
 

What do you think of some of these ideas… 
 

Career sessions: forums, talks, networking or 
match-making you with potential career 
mentors. For example, a panel of medical 
professionals, a Q&A with a career coun-
selor, or an ongoing coffee meeting with 
someone living out your #careergoals?  

 

Helping to organize social action activities, 
like our annual Mitzvah Day. For Mitzvah 
Day 2016, we baked cakes for the Nourish 
food van, which is a TBI initiative that     

  
  
provides food to people in need. 

Do you want to help organise 
Mitzvah Day, maybe benefit-
ing a charity that means a 
lot to your family? Let us 
know how we can help you 
organise this.  

 

Something else interest you? 
Art shows, social nights, or 
Shabbatim? Let us know!  

 

Get in touch with Youth Engagement Worker,  
Jessica Bellamy, and share your ideas.  
 

Phone: 0413 086 138,   Email: Jessica@lbc.org.au  
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This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Jacobs. 
  

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not 
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of 
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for 

details. 
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  

No PP 325 999 10035 
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We plan for our daily lives,  
but have you planned for your death?  

 

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service 
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral. 

We also can assist you with organising pre arranged  
and pre-paid funerals. 

 

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237 
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au 

Eulogies 
 

If you should ever require a copy of  
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies, 

please ask us. 
 

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre 
 

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its 
continuing existence.  
 

If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in 
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of 
words is available from the LBC Office 
 
Kedem’s service for the Soul 
 

A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of 
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and  
meditation, followed by Kiddush: 10am on the fourth 
Shabbat of every month in a private home in     
Caulfield South. All welcome.  
 

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem 
on 9576 2277. 
 

 
Deadline for next Profile 

 

We love to receive contributions from members and  
are happy to format your items for you.  

 

Please have your material for our  
October / November 2017 issue  

to the LBC Office before 12 September 
 
When mailing items to us: 

 

Please always use our postal address:  
PO Box 430, Kew East  3102 

to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us. 
 
LBC Volunteer group  
 

Look at our updated garden:  
Volunteers helped us with the work. 
Many other tasks need willing hands—
are yours available? 
 

Contact the Office if you would like to 
volunteer your services, or if you wish 
to register for our new Volunteers Facebook group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

Contemplation 

 

2016/2017 LBC Office Bearers and Staff 
 
Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the 
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au  He is unavailable on 
Thursdays, except for emergencies. 
 
Co- Presidents  
  Mr Mannie Gross   &   Dr Jim Beck  
Vice President  
  Ms Tanya Warms 
 
Co-Hon. Secretaries 
  Dr Tom Beer   &   Dr Julie Contole  
 
Co-Hon. Treasurers 
  Ms Marlis Cohen   &   Mr Mark Pryor 
 
Immediate Past President 
  Mr David Rose  
 
Board Members 
  Mr Martie Abraham 
  Mr Alan Feldman  (Care) 
  Ms Gillian Lubansky (Library) 
  Ms Deb Ogawa 
  Dr Michael Polack  (Youth Ed) 
  Ms Lisa Sylvan  (LBAC) 
  Dr Jon Taft      (Membership) 
  Mr Michael Taft  (Ritual) 
   
LBC Office hours:    
  Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm 
  Closed: Public Holidays and    
      Jewish Festivals 
 
Contact Office: 
  T: 9819 7160 
  E: office@lbc.org.au 
   
Mrs Ruth Jacobs Administrative Secretary 
Ms Inna Lysy Resource Officer 

 

http://www.jewishfunerals.org.au�
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Call for Volunteers to join a new  
LBC Tikkun Olam committee!!! 
 
Are you passionate 
about  doing things to 
help Humanity? 
  
We invite everyone to an  
introductory talk on the  
Environment at LBC at 2.30pm on Saturday  
26 August with Rabbi Jonathan. Following the  
discussion, we will introduce the ideas for the  
revived Tikkun Olam committee and hope to sign 
up committee members.  
 

Please bring with you an interest in volunteering and 
any ideas for activities and organizations at which we 
could consider targeting. 
  
The Tikkun Olam committee will be responsible for 
organising volunteering opportunities for adults, 
families, post-Bar/Bat Mitzvah youth and   
Sh’ma Program participants.   
  
We envisage that the group will: 
 

·       Increase involvement of LBC members 
 in activities that add to the wellbeing of our 
 community at large.  
 

·       Keep a focus on community service – people 
 devoting time to causes.  
 

·       Join with other Jewish organizations in 
 their Tikkun Olam efforts. 
  
Any questions on the Tikkun Olam committee or the 
talk on the Environment please contact  
Deborah Ogawa on debnaki@hotmail.com or 
0451 600 805 or Tanya Warms on 0418 422 332. 

 

Positions available 

 

Discovery of ancient depiction of menorah 

Israeli archaeologists recently announced the discovery of a 1,500-year-old mother-of-pearl tablet etched with 
a menorah in the ancient town of Caesarea. 

According to Israel Antiques Authority archaeologist Peter Gendelman, the tablet 
(see photo at left), dating back to the late Roman-Byzantine period of the 4th or 
5th centuries CE, “points to clear Jewish presence at Caesarea during this period.”  

Archaeologists speculate that the pearl menorah tablet was likely part of a     
structure used to hold a Torah scroll. The slab was uncovered near the temple       
devoted to Augustus Caesar, constructed by King Herod in the 1st century BCE. 

The discovery, a few days before Passover, and was publicized as part of a press 
conference regarding a new $30 million renovation project in Caesarea.  

The artefact is the first archaeological discovery of its kind made from mother-of-
pearl, a smooth and shiny substance forming the inner layer of the shell of some 
molluscs.   
Article comes from JNS News, with thanks.        Photo credit: Clara Amit/Israel Antiquities Authority.   

 
The Leo Baeck Centre, East Kew   

is currently seeking a 
Part-time Administrative Secretary  

to join our office team. 
  

This is a permanent position and includes  
general reception duties, include liaising with  

congregants, handling queries, maintaining  
membership records, assisting in organising events 

and providing administrative support  
for the Rabbi and the Board.  

The position is initially offered for three years and is  
subject to a probationary period of three months.  

The job involves a work commitment of  
15-21 hours per week.  

Hours of work can vary according to a changing  
calendar of events, but normally involve  

morning attendance on weekdays. 
 

A copy of the PD can be requested by 
emailing: office@lbc.org.au or calling 9819 7160. 

Applications close at 3pm on 4 August 2017.  
 

For further inquiries about this role  
please contact  Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black on  

(03) 9819 7160 

mailto:debnaki@hotmail.com�
mailto:office@lbc.org.au�
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