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Presiden al Musings 

A s Co-Presidents we would like 
to extend our best wishes to 

all our members and staff for a 
happy, healthy and fulfilling year 
ahead. 
Our community begins 2018 with 
the exciting news that Rabbi 
Jonathan has been reappointed 
Rabbi of LBC. On behalf of the 

congregation we wish Rabbi Jonathan a hearty mazel 
tov on his appointment as our religious leader. To 
Jonathan and Sue, we extend our wishes for a long 
life and great happiness. 
From the start of the reappointment process the 
Board was clear that Rabbi Jonathan was the right 
person to lead our congregation. At the same time 
the Board saw merit in delegating aspects of shul 
management to the Rabbi. On behalf of the Board, 
Past-President David Rose discussed these matters 
with Rabbi Jonathan and developed an agreement 
which was signed by Rabbi Jonathan and Co-
Presidents late last year. 
LBC has a great tradition of lay leaders and the 
services led by them are friendly and inclusive. 
Albert Isaacs and Jonathan Taft continued this fine 
tradition delivering the last Shabbat service in 2017 
and the first in 2018, respectively. Thank you to 
Albert and Jonathan and to those who assisted with 
the leyning. 
 
 

On the broader front, 2018 
promises to be a turbulent year 
for Victoria’s Progressive 
congregations. The commitment 
to a common education program 
for intending converts and shared 
approach to community outreach 
seem set to be challenged. This 
lack of stability is a matter that 
the Board will need to monitor 
and address in LBC’s strategic planning process. 
We apologise for the poor wording in the 
membership renewal forms and any distress this may 
have caused. It was the result of the migration to a 
new Congregational Management System from our 
previous very old system. The data migration kept 
the old field names and in the hurry to get the forms 
out before the office closed for the holidays, the 
wording was not double checked. One of our first 
jobs in the office will be to change the field names to 
reflect our Progressive Jewish values and thus ensure 
this never happens again. 
Although it has been a relatively quiet time over the 
holidays there is still much happening at LBC in 
addition to our regular Shabbat services. Please don’t 
miss what promises to be a fascinating talk by Rabbi 
Jonathan on assisted dying in Jewish texts on 
February 4. 

- Jim Beck and Mannie Gross 

 

 

A ll the festivals are unusually early this year – and 
Pesach will be upon us before we blink – and 

before this Profile runs out! 
But this year we will not only have a lovely musical 
and relevant community Seder on the first night of 
Pesach (which also coincides with Good Friday on 30th 
March) led by Rabbi Jonathan, starting at 6:30pm and 
finishing by about 10pm – we’ll also have a mouth-
watering new menu as follows: 

 Hard-boiled eggs in salt water 
 Parev ‘chicken soup’ with Matzah balls 
 Main: Zaatar-crusted Salmo nor vegetarian option 

of Eggplant Rollatini with: roast mixed root 
vegetables, Greek-style roasted potato wedges, 
and Kale salad with cranberries and pepitas. 

 Desserts: Mini flourless orange cakes, dessert cups, 
mini-pavlovas or fresh fruit platter. 

 Wines 

 
All this will be 
only $50 ($40 
for pensioners 
and school/uni 
students) and 
$20 for children 
under BM age.  
 

So please book 
online or call the 
office 
immediately to 
ensure places for 
yourself - and 
bring the whole 
family! 

DELICIOUS NEW SEDER MENU FOR 2018: 

www.trybooking.com/ONEP 
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A ll the festivals are quite early this year so Tu 
Bishvat is as well – it actually fell a day short of 

this edition of Profile, on 31st January. But because 
this year is not a leap year, and the lunar year of 12 
months is 11 days shorter than the solar one, next 
year it will be even earlier, on 20th January 2019. 
However, after Sh’vat comes the month of Adar, and 
Adar is the one that repeats in a leap year – and 
next year is a leap year – so after Adar will come 2nd 
Adar – and then Purim will come later, and Pesach 
will be at the more normal time of 20th April next 
year. But this year it will be upon us at the end of 
March, so don’t forget to book for our always 
enjoyable Community Seder (with its delicious new 
menu and range of wines). 

The key theme of Pesach is freedom – a subject no 
less relevant today than it always has been – indeed 
in the very worrying conflict being escalated daily 
between North Korea and the US, but including 
South Korea and Japan, right in the firing line, and 
indeed all of us, the issue of freedom is front and 
centre. If the North Koreans were free to express 
their opinions and to vote (and more objectively 
educated to understand the wider picture), would 
they be choosing the current perilous path? We could 
indeed ask the same question (with the same 
caveat) about the Palestinians, who choose Hamas in 
Gaza: and though Abu Abass was elected to be 
President for a four-year term of office, that was now 
14 years ago! He no longer has a mandate to speak 
on behalf of anyone.  

With freedom comes responsibility, just as has been 
the case since the Exodus from Egypt and the end of 
Israelite slavery. And part of that responsibility is to 
work on reconciliation, to build bridges of friendship 
and understanding, to acknowledge that there are 
many paths that can co-exist. And so, on Pesach 
morning, Saturday 31st March, on the Easter 
weekend, on the very day when for many 
generations Jews stayed locked in their homes, for 
good reason, trembling and fearful at what their 
Christian neighbours might do to them at any 
moment, my friend Bishop Philip Huggins will be 
joining us. He will be giving the sermon: ‘Together in 
hope and work for the Common Good on Pesach and 
Easter'. I do hope you’ll make a point to join us to 
celebrate first day Pesach, and to hear what Philip 
has to say. 

If the main theme of Pesach is ‘Freedom’ (though 
based on the specific story of Israelite freedom from 
slavery in Egypt some 3500 years ago), the main 
theme of Tu Bishvat is ‘Environment’ (though based 
on the importance of trees in the environment). The 
recent landslide tragedy in Santa Barbara, killing at 
least 18 people, was caused by exceptionally heavy 
rainfall – after the hillsides had been denuded of 
their trees because of the earlier devastating fires. 
There will be more landslides to come – they predict 
that where these fires have swept through, clearing 

and baking the ground, there is 
potential for further disaster for 
three-to-four years, and in some 
places large cracks are already 
appearing. Neither is the recent 
disaster the first: in May last year 
the Big Sur area of California’s 
coast grew after a giant slide 
created 13 acres of extra land in 
what had been the sea! In the 
process it buried the Pacific Coast Highway, which 
luckily had been closed since the beginning of the 
year because of the likelihood of such incidents. And 
all this has been in just one state of one country – 
whose current President does not believe in climate 
change! Even though the Californian government 
does, and has some of the strongest environmental 
protection measures in the world, we now 
understand how global is this threat – we cannot 
protect our own territory from the enormous power 
of nature. 

Lest you think that I am drawing a long bow to go 
from trees to the whole area of environmental 
responsibility, let me remind you that Judaism has 
had a comprehensive environmental principle for 
over 1000 years. It is called ‘Bal Tashchit’ and is 
derived from the injunction in Deuteronomy (20:19) 
never to cut down fruit trees, even if they belong to 
a city you are besieging. 

As a world, we now have an urgent need to protect 
our environment, to rapidly roll back emissions – to 
at very least meet the Paris agreement aspirations to 
try to prevent temperatures rising more than an 
average of 1.5°C. As a country, that means to stop 
mining and exporting coal as soon as possible, and 
certainly not to develop new reef-busting mega-
mines such as Adani’s Galilee Basin. I believe we 
have a religious and a civil duty to be joining in 
campaigns, writing to politicians. You can add your 
support to the Jewish Ecological Coalition 
(jeco.corg.au) and the Australian Religious Response 
to Climate Change (arrcc.org.au). And there is much 
more we can do as individuals, from switching off 
lights and putting in LED light bulbs (I have just 
changed our lounge lights from 15W compact 
fluorescents to 5W LEDs, saving 2/3rds more 
energy), to buying hybrid or electric cars, to reducing 
travel and flying, and making sure we offset our 
flights when we make them. Even having shorter hair 
means less shampoo, less water to wash it, less 
energy to heat the water! Every bit helps – and we 
need to be doing every single thing we can! 

So by the time you’ve read this, Tu Bishvat will have 
passed for another year – but its underlying message 
will not, and it will only get stronger and more 
pressing through 2018. 

- Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black 

 

Rabbinic Reflec on  
TU BISHVAT IS THE NEW YEAR FOR TREES, ONE OF THE FOUR NEW YEARS LISTED IN THE MISHNAH  
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BISHOP PHILIP HUGGINS AT LBC  
ON 1st DAY PESACH 

A s often happens, Pesach and Easter exactly 
coincide this year. 

In past ages, this has been a time of justifiable fear 
and anxiety for Jews but we are blessed to live in a 
time and land of freedom and respect for difference 
and diversity, where faiths and the secular world 
can all learn from and about each other. Rabbi 
Jonathan has been friends with Bishop Philip for 
many years after they met doing work for the 
Jewish Christian Muslim Association, of which Philip 
has since been chair for two years. 

Philip was ordained 
in 1977, and has 
held clerical 
appointments in 
regional Victoria, 
metropolitan 
Melbourne, and 
appointments of 
Assistant Bishop in 
Perth and Bishop of 
Grafton, NSW. 

He is now bishop of 
the Oodthenong 
area, covering 
parishes in the 
northern and 
western growth areas of Melbourne and Geelong. 

The title of his address will be 'Together in hope 
and work for the Common Good on Pesach and 
Easter'. 

 

ISRAEL AWARENESS: AN EVENING WITH 
PROFESSOR ANTHONY LUDER 

W e have been asked by UPJ and will be hosting 
Professor Anthony Luder at 7.30pm on Monday 

19th March at LBC. 

Professor Luder was born in London in 1953 to a 
medical family and is 
Vice-Dean of the 
Faculty of Medicine in 
the Galilee at Bar Ilan 
University, with 
responsibility for 
clinical sciences. He 
has been Director of 
Paediatrics at Ziv 
Medical Centre, Safed 
since 1992. You may 
have read about 
Israel’s Ziv Medical 
Centre in recent 
headlines. Doctors and 
staff there have been 
treating wounded Syrian civilians during the two 
year civil war. 

Anthony Luder is actively involved with the Israel 
Movement for Progressive Judaism and will be 
talking about its growing size, influence and 
significance in the Israeli equation. 

Light supper will be served. Please RSVP to the 
office if you will be joining us. 

Professor Luder is here as part of the UIA 
Progressive Trust Appeal and, of course, we urge 
you to donate, but there will be no appeal on the 
evening. 

What’s happening in the LBC Community 

 

I t has been suggested that, as well as bringing non-
perishables to LBC for the Asylum Seekers and 
Refugees Centre, we should start a table in the foyer for 

your spare produce.  

At some times of the year your garden may produce more 
lemons, limes, mandarins, garlic, spring onions, zucchini 
or other produce than you can handle. If you bring it to 
shul, others can take it home and whip up something 
delicious for themselves. Similarly, if you have books you 
have finished with, bring them and someone else can 
enjoy them after you - and you can pick up one 
someone else has read.  

 

SHARE YOUR SURPLUS! 

Be a blessing - help each other - help the earth! 
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Profiling Ruth Jacobs 

O therwise known as ‘Ruth in the 
office’, Ruth served as 

administrative secretary for the 
LBC from July 1999 till her recent 
retirement in August 2017. She 
bought to this role many skills 
acquired from a range of 
professional experiences as well as 
her knowledge regarding the LBC 
community of which she has been 
a lifelong member. 

Ruth’s Russian born grandfather 
came to Australia in 1905 and 
when he returned to his homeland 
in 1910, Grisha was introduced to 
and married the 16-year-old Olya. 

Back in Melbourne, they initially 
lived in East Melbourne with 
Michael Taft’s grandfather Misha, 
and his brother Isaac who 
tragically lost his life in a cycle 
accident. Because Grisha suffered 
from TB, he was advised to ‘move 
to the hills’ and set up the family 
home in Canterbury. They had 
three children, Boyard, Tamara (b. 
1919) and Ron. Grisha lived till 
1955 and Olya died in 1981. 
Grisha and Misha began Taft’s Pen 
Shop which was to become a 
Melbourne landmark on the corner 
of Collins St and the Centreway 
Arcade. 

Ruth’s paternal Polish 
grandparents, Joseph and Rose 
Messer, married in Belgium and 
set up home in the UK where they 
had three children, Thora, Sarah 
and Harry (b. 1917). The family 
arrived in Melbourne in 1924 and 

young Harry first met 5-year-old 
Tamara in Footscray where he 
lived with his family. During the 
depression, 14-year-old Harry left 
school and obtained a position at 
Wittners shoe store where he 
learnt skills regarding shoes and 
the care of feet. This knowledge 
served him well when he joined 
the Army Medical Corp. He was 
stationed in Broome and New 
Britain and was required to learn 
some basic Japanese in case of 
capture. After the war, Harry and 
his cousin Alec (Michael’s father) 
were in charge of repairs at the 
Pen Shop until it was sold. Harry 
then pursued other work options. 

Harry, who had celebrated his Bar 
Mitzvah at the East Melbourne 
Synagogue, and Tamara married 
at the Toorak Synagogue in 1943. 
Ruth, (b. 1945), was 9 months old 
before meeting her father on his 
return from war service. The 
family moved to Hawthorn where 
Ruth’s siblings Iain (b. 1947) and 
the twins Alan and Paula (b. 1949) 
joined the family. For some years, 
Tamara used her bookkeeping 
skills as an office manager at 
Boyard’s medical practice and on 
retirement at 60, Harry assumed 
the role. 

Aged 4½, Ruth began school at 
Auburn State School and at the 
end of year 5 she was moved to 
year 7 at Fintona girls School to 
complete senior school. At Monash 
University, she majored in 
European History with sub majors 
in English and Anthropology. This 
was followed by a Dip Ed. which 
led to a 4-year teaching role at 
Tintern Girls School. A sideways 
move saw Ruth enter the 
Education department of the Public 
Service where she was involved in 
setting up the government Child 
Care system. Subsequently, in her 
8-year role as welfare officer with 
the Technical Teachers Union, 
Ruth counselled on entitlements 
such as pay scales and holidays. 
For a complete change, prior to 
commencing her role at LBC in 
1999, Ruth became a shopkeeper 
and ran Twinecraft, which sold 
supplies for embroiderers. In 

1982, Ruth met the recently 
widowed Londoner, Alan Jacobs 
who had 2 children, Stephanie and 
Brian. Rabbi Seth Phillips married 
Ruth and Allen at the LBC in 
January 1983 and their daughter, 
Natasha joined the family in 1985. 

Although Ruth’s parents were 
proud Jews who had both been 
actively involved in Jewish Youth 
groups, they were not strictly 
observant. Tamara took the 
children to services at TBI and 
they celebrated Shabbat at home. 
The grandparents hosted major 
festivals where Grisha, and later 
Boyard, led the Seder. From the 
age of 4, Ruth attended Sunday 
school for about 9 years alongside 
fellow student Albert Isaacs (and 
other LBC members). In 1959 she 
was confirmed at TBI and believes 
she may have been the first girl to 
read from the Torah. Harry was a 
founding member of the Eastern 
Suburbs TBI congregation. The 
three Jacobs children celebrated 
their B’nei Mitzvahs at the LBC. 

Alan was born in 1943 in Watford 
where his mother Hilda had been 
evacuated during WW2. His father 
Samuel, a Londoner, died shortly 
after Alan’s Bar Mitzvah and his 
mother some 9 years later. Alan 
attended a London Grammar 
school where about one third of 
the children were Jewish. He was 
brought up orthodox, attended 
Cheder and became fluent in 
prayerbook Hebrew. Alan’s 
professional life began with the 
London County Council in 
hospitality, initially as a personnel 
officer and then as a training 
manager. He brought his family to 
Australia for a combination of 
financial and weather reasons and 
continued his role as a personnel 
manager. During the 5 years prior 
to the arrival of Rabbi Keren- 
Black, Alan was a lay leader at LBC 
and taught Hebrew alongside Ruth 
Taft. About 13 years ago, after 
studying and obtaining 
registration, Alan commenced 
practice as a celebrant. 

Continues on page 11 

Profiled by Val Silberberg 
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SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES 
Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we 
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.  
 

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you 
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.  
 

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally 
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch, 
often with a guest speaker. We have a scheduled 
Chavurah lunch on 24 February (guest speaker 
Fay Kaufman). 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT KIDS 
Bring your younger family members, 5 to 5.45 pm, 
usually on the third Friday in the month.  
 

This activity provides an opportunity for a short story 
and some Shabbat songs and shared candle-lighting 
and challah before going home to your own Shabbat 
dinner.  
 

Our next sessions are 16 February and  
16 March. 

SHABBAT UNPLUGGED 
Our next Shabbat Unplugged sessions will be 
16 February and 16 March and will be followed 
immediately afterwards by a two-course catered non
-meat meal, at a cost of $15 for adults and $47 for a 
family of four.  
 

As always, the service at 7pm is free to all, but you 
need to book for the 8pm dinner in advance at 
trybooking.com/EGVV (book early to ensure your 
place – we are sometimes booked out!). 

LBC SHABBAT STUDY GROUP 
LBC’s shabbat study group convenes weekly from  
9-10 am on Saturdays. Topics are not limited to 
Torah parashot, and we have a variety of presenters. 
 

Coffee and bagels are available on arrival. 

TELELINK 
 

The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly 
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and 
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat candles 
at 4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and social topics 
are discussed. 
 

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity for people 
who may be isolated in their homes to make contact 
with one another. 
Contact the Office about joining. 
 
 
 
 

CARE COMMITTEE 
Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC  
members who need it. This may include visiting the 
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with 
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.  
 

If you need assistance or want to join the group 
please contact the office.  

LBC WALKING GROUP 
Starts from LBC on a Friday at 9.15am. If you are 
able to, and wish to join us for a brisk walk for an 
hour or so please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.  

HOUSE OF STUDY 
 

10.30am Sunday 4 February 
Join Rabbi Jonathan for our first House of Study 
session of 2018. The topic will be Assisted Dying in 
Jewish Texts, covering a Jewish view on 
euthanasia. Rabbi Jonathan will introduce relevant 
texts and show that it is by no means as clear cut a 
matter as you may have thought.  

JEWISH JAM SESSIONS 
 

4.30pm Sunday 11 February & 18 March 
 

Enjoy Jewish and popular music at our Jewish Jam 
Sessions at LBC.  
No previous performing experience is needed and 
sheet music is provided. 
Bring an instrument (if you have one), or your 
singing voice, or just listen — and also bring a gold 
coin donation.  

CHAVURAH LUNCH 
12.30pm Saturday 24 February 
Faye Kaufman will be speaking about her studies in 
Italian and particularly the paper she wrote on the 
composer Puccini. The talk will also feature Italian 
wines which Fay is kindly providing. Please bring a 
non-meat dish to share for lunch. 

As a great introduction to Faye’s talk, a filmed 
performance of Puccini's ‘Tosca’ by The Metropolitan 
Opera of New York is to be shown most days 
between Sat Feb 10 and Wed Feb 21 at the Nova 
Cinema, Carlton. 

FINE MUSIC FINE WINE 
12.30pm Saturday 24 March 
Albert Isaacs will be guest speaker at our March 
presentation, which will follow a chavurah lunch. 

The topic will be Kindle and Glow it’s Shabbat, a 
recording featuring Maurice Duband, Michael Taft, 
Rabbi Seth Phillips and the LBC Choir circa 1982. 

 

What’s on at LBC? Religious services and ac vi es, naturally. 
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social ac vi es as well. 

BOOK CLUB 
10.30am  
Sunday 11 February 
The LBC Book Club book for 
February is Arnold Zable's 
'The Fighter', a biography 
of Henry Nissen, champion 
boxer and youth social 
worker. Grab the book from 
your local library, or buy a 
copy from your local 
bookstore and come along 
for a lively discussion. 
Author Arnold Zable is an 
award-winning Australian 
writer and storyteller, who garnered widespread 
acclaim for his 1991 memoir 'Jewels and Ashes'.  

 

ISRAELI DANCING 
 

9.15am—noon Tuesdays  
$9 donation per session 
 

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a 
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps? 
The first part of the class is geared to beginners.  
Everyone is welcome to join the group.  
Class returns January 30th 2018. 
 

LBC ANNUAL LECTURE 
 

7.30pm Sunday 4 March 
Join the LBC community at 7.30pm on Sunday 
March 4 for our Annual Lecture. 
More details on back page of Profile. 
 

PURIMSPIEL @ LBC 
 

Purimspiel comes to LBC on Thursday March 1. 
Rehearsals at TBI Wednesdays 8-10pm  
from January 31.  
 

LBC ANNUAL MEMBERS’ BRUNCHES 
 

Save the date! 11am-1pm on Sunday 24 June. 
More details to follow. Please contact the office if you 
are interested in attending, or are able to host a 
brunch.  
 
 

 
DEBORAH'S WELL 

LBC’s new women's group, Deborah's Well, have 
two interesting meetings planned for February & 
March: 

In February we will be meeting on Wednesday, 7 
February at 7.30pm, at a private home. How I got 
Here is the meeting’s main theme and several 
members of the group will be sharing their journeys
– career, spiritual, social, cultural, etc, and what 
they learned along the way. 

The March meeting is on Wednesday, 21 March at 
7.30pm, at a private home. Sumera Ghazi will be 
speaking to us about her experiences as a Muslim 
woman in Australia. Sumera and her family 
emigrated from Pakistan about 18 years ago. She re
-qualified here in early childhood education. She and 
her husband and daughter recently returned from 
making pilgrimage or Hadj in Mecca. Sumera is 
warm and engaging, and we look forward to hearing 
her perspective. 

If you are interested in coming, please contact Janet 
Bau at janetlovesscrabble@gmail.com  

 
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES FOR LBC 

MEETING ON FEBRUARY 19 AT 7PM  

The Tikkun Olam committee will hold a meeting 
on February 19 at 7pm at LBC. We will map out a 
plan for volunteering activities that are of interest 
to and can engage adults, families, post-Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah youth and Sh’ma Program participants.  
Our general mission is to: 
 Increase involvement of LBC members in 

activities that add to the wellbeing of our 
community at large.  

 Keep a focus on community service – people 
devoting time to causes.  

 Join with other Jewish organisations in their 
Tikkun Olam efforts. 

No RSVP is necessary, and people of any age are 
welcome at the meeting. If you have any 
questions, please contact Deborah Ogawa on 
debnaki@hotmail.com or 0451 600 805. 
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Fri 2 February 2018  
 9:15am: Morning walk  
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart  
 
Sat 3 February  2018 Parashat Yitro  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group  
 10:00am: Pride Shabbat morning service  
 11:00am: Shabbat Meditation 

Sun 4 February 2018 
 10:30am: HoS–Assisted Dying in the  

Jewish Texts  

Mon 5 February 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh'ma Program Term 1 Starts 
 5:15pm: BM Class 
 7:00pm: A Taste of Judaism 

Tue 6 February 2018 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Wed 7 February 2018  
 7:30pm: Deborah's Well (off-site) 

Fri 9 February 2018 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 

Sat 10 February 2018 Parashat Mishpatim  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service 

Sun 11 February 2018  
 10:30am: LBC Book Club 
   4:30pm: Jewish Jam 

Mon 12 February 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh'ma Program 
 5:15pm: BM Class 
 7:00pm: A Taste of Judaism 

Tue 13 February 2018  
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Fri 16 February 2018   
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 5:00pm: Friday Night Kids 
 7:00pm: Shabbat Unplugged 
 8:00pm: Catered Shabbat Dinner 

Sat 17 February 2018  Parashat Terumah  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service 

Sun 18 February 2018  
 2:30pm: LBC Art Exhibition Opening 

 

 

Mon 19 February 2018  
 4:45pm: Sh'ma Program 
 5:15pm: BM Class 
 7:00pm: A Taste of Judaism 
 7:00pm: Tikkun Olam Committee Meeting 

Tue 19 February 2018  
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Fri 23 February 2018 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 

Sat 24 February 2018 Parashat Tetzaveh  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service—Welcome 

Sh’ma students 
 12:30pm: Chavurah Lunch 
  1:00pm: Fine Music Fine Wine 

Mon 26 February 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh'ma Program Purim Play  

& activities 
 5:15pm: BM Class 
 7:00pm: A Taste of Judaism 

Tue 27 February 2018 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Wed 28 February 2018 
 Erev Purim 

 

What’s on in February. . . . . 

NOTICE OF LBC 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting 
of the Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism Inc 

will take place at  
4pm on Sunday 25 March 2018 

at the Leo Baeck Centre,  
31-37 Harp Road, Kew East 3102 

(enter through car park) 
 

Nomination forms are available from the LBC Office. If 
you're interested in joining the Board but not sure what's 
involved, we can answer all your questions. Just ring the 
office to register your interest.  
The following motion to change LBC's financial year will 
be put to a vote at the AGM: 
'That the annual financial year for the Leo Baeck Centre 
for Progressive Judaism be changed from 1 November – 
31 October to 1 January – 31 December, commencing in 
2018.’ 
The main reason for this change is that we generally 
operate on a calendar year for overall planning and 
reporting purposes, and this time frame would better 
align financial activities to this. 
Passing this resolution would mean that this current 
financial year would span a 14 month rather than a 12 
month period. However, we do not anticipate any 
disruption to our normal operations.  
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. . . .  and March 

Thur 1 March 2018 
 Purim 
 7:00pm Fancy dress & Purim Spiel at LBC 
  

Fri 2 March 2018 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 

Sat 3 March 2018 Parashat Ki Tisa  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service 

Sun 4 March 2018 
 7:30pm: LBC Annual Lecture Inside the  

Australia/Israel relationship from John 
Monash to the present day  

Mon 5 March 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh’ma Program 
 5:15pm: BM Class 

Tue 6 March 2018 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Fri 9 March 2018 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 

Sat 10 March 2018 Parashat Vayakhel-Pekudei  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service 

Mon 12 March 2018 
 Labor Day Public Holiday 
 Office closed. No classes 

Tue 13 March 2018 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Fri 16 March 2018 
 Profile deadline 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 5:00pm: Friday Night Kids 
 7:00pm: Shabbat Unplugged 
 8:00pm: Catered Shabbat Dinner 

Sat 17 March 2018 
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Civic service  

Sun 18 March 2018  
  4:30pm: Jewish Jam 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 19 March 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh’ma Program  
 5:15pm: BM Class 
 7:30pm: Israel Awareness: an evening with  

Professor Anthony Luder (UIA Progressive 
Trust) 

Tue 20 March 2018 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

Wed 21 March 2018  
 7:30pm: Deborah's Well  

Fri 23 March 2018 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 

Sat 24 March 2018 Parashat Tzav  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Shabbat morning service BM Jayden 

Spring 

Sun 25 March 2018  
 10:30am: Hebrew From Zero 
 12:30pm: Sh’ma Model Seder 
   4:00pm: LBC AGM 

Mon 26 March 2018 
 4:45pm: Sh’ma Program—last class term 1  
 5:15pm: BM Class 

Tue 27 March 2018 
 Profile mailout 
 9:15am: Israeli Dancing 

FRI 30 March 2018 
 Good Friday public holiday. (Office closed.) 
 9:15am: Morning walk 
 9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart 
 6:30pm: Pesach Communal Seder 

Sat 31 March 2018 Pesach I  
 9:00am: Torah Study Group 
 10:00am: Pesach I morning service  
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And in our wider community . . . .  

K aren Silberberg, Chrysanthe Polack and I joined 
other volunteers to help prepare and serve lunch 

to homeless and disadvantaged people at Sacred 
Heart Mission (SHM) in St Kilda through a 
coordinated effort by the Jewish communities around 
Melbourne. For 16 years, members of the Jewish 
community have been volunteering at SHM to cover 
shifts over the holiday season when their regular 
volunteers take time off.  

The effort is coordinated by Reuben Urban from 
Temple Beth Israel. The volunteers he organizes 
come from four Progressive Judaism Victoria (PJV) 
congregations as well as from the Conservative 
congregation and the Jewish service group, B’nai 
B’rith. 

At the time of writing this, people from the Jewish 
communities will have covered 183 shifts through 
mid February. There are still a number of dates that 
volunteers are needed for prep and lunch shifts. 

Those in February are: 

February: 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16,  
17 and 18. 

If you are interested in volunteering or more info, 
please email Reuben Urban 
(urbanrp@internode.on.net).  

Join me and the other PJV volunteers in St. Kilda to 
support SHM provide sit-down meal service for over 
200 people on a regular day.  

by Deborah Ogawa 

JEWISH COMMUNITIES UNITE TO SERVE FOOD TO THE HUNGRY 

The design on the top right-hand 
corner in boxes depicts the last 
letter of the first five verses of 
Bereshit. 
Top left – probably first letters of 
3 consecutive words in verse 4 of 
chapter 50 of Isaiah (limudim 
lada'at la'ut), meaning 'The Eternal 
God has given me the ability to 
STUDY the LANGUAGE of 
KNOWLEDGE' (translation 
uncertain, and note there are 
actually five lameds consecutively 
so perhaps it is not from this, but 
we can find no other references?).  
Tildes above the words indicate 
they are acronyms (with meaning, 
eg 1st word 'b'fi' - by the mouth 

of) or initialisms (no meaning, 
eg 3rd 'word' avatz') of phrases. 
Second line: first letter of the 
words of the verse of Bereshit 
49:22 (Joseph is a wild ass, a 
wild ass by a spring, wild colts 
on a hillside). 
Next line: Bereshit first letter of 
words in chapter 49 verses 8-11 

(except the word Yehudah which 
isn’t the blessing itself - these are 
blessings of Jacob so obviously 
bring good energy etc!). 
Next letters: Kra Satan (the 
Satan should be obliterated) is the 
first letters of each word in the 
second line of the kabalistic prayer 
Ana Beco'ach (Kara Rinat Amcha, 
Sagveinu Tahareinu Nora (this 
verse can be understood as 
'Closing the Gates from Satan'). 
The Magen David has the letters 
ShDY for the common name of 
God 'Shaddai'. 
The acronym at the very end (final 
word) stands for the affirmation 
amen netzach selah vaed. 

The scroll belonged to Albert 
Issacs’ maternal grandmother 
Frances Hart (née Dias) and was 
kept in a silver snuff box engraved 
with the name Isaac Dias. We 
presume that this Isaac is the 
Yitzchak who is the subject of the 
scroll. 
Albert thinks Isaac was the brother 
of Mark Gomes Dias and was his 
grandmother’s great-uncle. 
You may be interested in the 
article by his brother, Victor, which 
mentions Mark but is mainly about 
John Dias -https://
labourhistorycanberra.org/2015/05
/in-the-cause-of-the-worker-the-
life-of-john-dias/. John Dias was 
an early member of the Broken Hill 
Hebrew Congregation where Vic 
and Albert went for the centenary 
of the shul, a few years’ ago. 

R abbi Jonathan was shown a small piece of parchment recently and consulted Rabbi Dovid Gutnick of the East 
Melbourne Synagogue who confirmed his opinion that it is a scroll from an amulet. 

Between them they concluded that it is probably from a rebbe or mekubal (mystic, 'receiver') asking for protec-
tion for the boy, Yitzchak Ben Rachel, from the evil eye, for now and forever. 

FASCINATING FIND 
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Youth Jo ngs and more 

GET A STAR! 

Recent B’nei Mitzvah 
leading the service as 
part of the 6 Star 
Program  

T he post-B’nai Mitzvah “Six Star” program is a 
great way to demonstrate leadership and keep 

Jewishly connected to your Bar/Bat Mitzvah (BM) 
classmates. Already seven of our youth have 
commenced on the program by leading prayers 
during Saturday morning services, with a view to 
earn their Six Star certificate by taking the Bimah 
six times in the year after their BM. The youth who 
have participated agree that it has been a nice way 
to reunite with their friends and keep their Jewish 
learning fresh. We have youth interested in leading 
some prayers with others so please consider joining 
them.  

WORKS BY YOUNG ARTISTS 

W e are calling for expressions of interest from 
young people in Years 1-12 to have one of their 

works exhibited by the Leo Baeck Art Centre in mid-
2018. Works can be any subject, medium and size 
but must be solely produced by the young artist. We 
have limited capacity to display three-dimensional 
works, but these may also be considered for 
inclusion in the exhibition. 

Contact the LBC office (9819 7160 or 
office@lbc.org.au) to express interest in participating 
in this exhibition and to obtain further information. 
The LBC Art Committee reserves the right to select 
the works that will be shown in this exhibition. 

SH’MA PROGRAM 2018 

T his year our Jewish Studies program for  
children at LBC will commence on 5 February.  

The Monday program is for all students from 
Grades 3 - 6. The Chagim program is for these 
students plus younger siblings, and their parents. 

Our Monday 5.15-6.30pm during school term 
(except public holidays) sessions include: 

Ivrit – Hebrew classes, and  

Yahadut – a new program of ‘Jewish stuff’. 

Additionally we have ‘Chagim’ sessions eight times 
during the year to learn about and celebrate the 
Festivals together. The Chagim sessions coincide 
with the main Jewish Festivals. Each Chagim 
workshop will also include a special ‘Nursery to 
Grade 2’ activity to involve all the family. 

Our innovative structure integrates our Jewish 
studies program fully into LBC’s wider community 
as well as freeing up weekends for family time – 
and occasionally doing Jewish things together as a 
family in the community. 

It’s not too late to enrol – call the office Monday—
Friday 9am -2pm on 9819 7160 or email  
office@lbc.org.au today! 

Deborah Ogawa 
(debnaki@hotmail.com / 
0451600805) is helping 
to coordinate the Six 
Star program. Please 
contact her to get a 
date in the diary.  

Profiling Ruth Jacobs, continues from page 5 

Alan and Ruth’s eldest daughter, Stephanie, a 
primary school teacher, is married to Karl and has 
three children, Abigail, Madeline and Annabelle. 
Brian who is married to Tamara, works in the 
superannuation field and also has three children, 
Mackenzie, Lincoln and Hudson. Natasha lives and 
works in London and aspires to success in her acting 
career. In November 2016, the LBC community were 
privileged to experience a performance by Natasha, 
highlighting her talents in comedy. 

Ruth’s retirement plans remain a work in progress 
alongside maintaining contact with the good friends 
she has made through LBC. 
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History & Culture 

T he Leica camera is the pioneer 
35mm camera, arguably rated as 

the finest product of its type. It is a 
German product - precise, 
minimalist, and utterly efficient, 
delivers superb results. 

Behind its worldwide acceptance as 
a creative tool was a family-owned, 
socially oriented firm that, 
during the Nazi era, acted with 
uncommon grace, generosity 
and modesty. E. Leitz Inc., 
designer and manufacturer of 
Germany's most famous 
photographic product, saved its 
Jews. 

And Ernst Leitz II, the steely-
eyed Protestant patriarch who 
headed the closely held firm as 
the Holocaust loomed across 
Europe, acted in such a way as to 
earn the title, ‘the photography 
industry's Schindler.’ 

As soon as Adolf Hitler was named 
chancellor of Germany in 1933, 
Ernst Leitz II began receiving frantic 
calls from Jewish associates, asking 
for his help in getting them and 
their families out of the country. As 
Christians, Leitz and his family were 
immune to Nazi Germany's 
Nuremberg laws, which restricted 
the movement of Jews and limited 
their professional activities. 

To help his Jewish workers and 
colleagues, Leitz quietly established 
what has become known among 
historians of the Holocaust as ‘the 
Leica Freedom Train,’ a covert 
means of allowing Jews to leave 
Germany in the guise of Leitz 
employees being assigned 
overseas. 

Employees, retailers, family 
members, even friends of family 
members were ‘assigned’ to Leitz 
sales offices in France, Britain, 
Hong Kong and the United States. 
Leitz's activities intensified after the 
Kristallnacht of November 1938, 
during which synagogues and 
Jewish shops were burned across 
Germany. 

Before long, German ‘employees’ 
were disembarking from the ocean 
liner, Bremen, at a New York pier 
and making their way to the 
Manhattan office of Leitz Inc., 
where executives quickly found 
them jobs in the photographic 
industry. 

Each new arrival had around his/her 
neck the symbol of freedom - a new 
Leica camera. 

The refugees were paid a stipend 
until they could find work. Out of 
this migration came designers, 
repair technicians, salespeople, 
marketers and writers for the 
photographic press. 

Keeping the story quiet the ‘Leica 
Freedom Train’ was at its height in 
1938 and early 1939, delivering 
groups of refugees to New York 
every few weeks. Then, with the 
invasion of Poland on Sept. 1, 1939, 
Germany closed its borders. 

By that time, hundreds of 
endangered Jews had escaped to 
America, thanks to the Leitzes' 
efforts.  

How did Ernst Leitz II and his staff 
get away with it? 

Leitz, Inc. was an internationally 
recognized brand that reflected 
credit on the newly resurgent Reich. 
The company produced cameras, 
range-finders and other optical 
systems for the German military. 
Also, the Nazi government 
desperately needed hard currency 
from abroad, and Leitz's single 
biggest market for optical goods 
was the United States. 

Even so, members of the Leitz 
family and firm suffered for their 

good works. A top executive, Alfred 
Turk, was jailed for working to help 
Jews and freed only after the 
payment of a large bribe. 

Leitz's daughter, Elsie Kuhn-Leitz, 
was imprisoned by the Gestapo 
after she was caught at the border, 
helping Jewish women cross into 
Switzerland. She eventually was 
freed but endured rough treatment 
in the course of questioning. She 
also fell under suspicion when she 
attempted to improve the living 
conditions of 700 to 800 Ukrainian 
slave laborers, all of them women, 
who had been assigned to work in 
the plant during the 1940s. 

(After the war, Kuhn-Leitz received 
numerous honors for her 
humanitarian efforts, among them 
the Officier d'honneur des Palms 
Academic from France in 1965 and 
the Aristide Briand Medal from the 
European Academy in the 1970s.) 

Why has no one told this story until 
now? According to the late Norman 
Lipton, a freelance writer and 
editor, the Leitz family wanted no 
publicity for its heroic efforts. Only 
after the last member of the Leitz 
family was dead did the ‘Leica 
Freedom Train’ finally come to light. 

It is now the subject of a book, ‘The 
Greatest Invention of the Leitz 
Family: The Leica Freedom Train,’ 
by Frank Dabba Smith, a California-
born Rabbi currently living in 
England. 

Memories of the righteous should 
live. 

THE LEICA FREEDOM TRAIN 

Rabbi Dr Frank Dabba Smith is a 
colleague of Rabbi Jonathan and 
fellow graduate of the Leo Baeck 
College in London and keen 
photographer, who has since 
served congregations in the UK.  
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LBC Events 

 

CHANUKAH AT LBC 

All generations of LBC members enjoying the 
BBQ and fun Chanukah activities.  The challenge of blind taste test! 

On Mitzvah Day 2017, 
members of our 
community created 
'fidget blankets' for 
people with Alzheimer's 
and vision impairment. 
The blankets were 
distributed by Jewish 
Care and here are some 
photos of them being 
used. 

LBC Chanukah BBQ was 
a lovely gathering of all 
ages. Food was plentiful 
and fun activities were 
enjoyed by all. The 
highlight, of course, 
was the lighting of the 
chanukiah! 
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Community Happenings 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
 

Max Gettler & Emily Schneider on their marriage 
in December. 
Nathan Engel & Emma Peacock on their marriage 
in January. 
Julie-Anne Lilienthal & Nadine Cohen on their 
marriage in January.  
 
 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS 
 

February:  Ruth Ta  
   Feri Price 
   Isobel Moy 
   Eric Ta  
   Elizabeth Moh 
   Kathy Bergman 
   Akihiro Ogawa 
        

March:  Jarrod Pohl 
   Teiva Levy 
   Peter Goodman 
   Susie Taft 
   Stuart Bell 
   Jayden Spring 
   Sally Sco  
   Jon Cina 
    
NEW MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
Max Gettler & Emily Schneider 
Julia Hinde & Brian Proctor and family 
 

 

DONORS 
 

We sincerely thank all of you who have made 
donations to the Leo Baeck Centre from  

  16 November 2017 to 19 January 2018. 
 

Anonymous, Philip Bliss, Shirley Shiff,  
Joseph Isaac, Colin Riess & Julie Contole,  
Sandra Hacker AO, Nathan Fink,  
John & Nina Davis, Alex & Rena Lopata,  
Michael & Jennifer Rozen, Roy & Jennifer Solomon, 
Sharon Winocur, Michael & Ruth Taft, Nigel Rose, 
Greta Goldblatt, Marlis Cohen, Shirley Polack,  
Ron Exiner, Eva Braham, Jennifer Gold,  
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker, Stephanie Heller,  
Barry Novy, Derek Prinsley, Isaac Gottlieb,  
Joseph & Jan Epstein, Leon & Susie Taft,  
David Brous, Brenda Brook,  
Richard & Alison Harcourt, Shirley & Moss Cass, 
Rita Erlich, Sam Engel. 
 

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat  
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any  
errors or omissions. 

This list does not include donations in respect to 
casual seats for the High Holidays.  

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,  
Brenda Brook, Kathy Deutsch,  
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker, Ellis Edwards, 
Alison Harcourt, Albert Isaacs,  
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,  
Rob Kendall, Greg Kerr,  
Christine Lederman, Gillian Lubansky,  
Paula Messer, Terri Nathan, Deborah Ogawa, 
David Rooseboom, Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft. 

LBC VOLUNTEER GROUP  
 

Look at our updated garden:  
Volunteers helped us with the work. Many other 
tasks need willing hands—are yours available? 
 

Contact the Office if you would like to volunteer your 
services, or if you wish to register for our Volunteers 
Facebook group. 

We have some of Jess Solomon's original and 
quirky ceramics on display in the cabinet in the 
Shule foyer waiting for a home. 
Do spare a minute to look and consider next time 
you attend Shule or call the office to make a time 
to come and view the ceramics during the week. 
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EULOGIES 
 

If you should ever require a copy of one of Rabbi 
Jonathan’s eulogies, please contact the office. 

 
BEQUESTS TO LEO BAECK CENTRE 
 

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its 
continuing existence.  
 

If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in 
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of 
words is available from the LBC Office. 
 
KEDEM’S SERVICE FOR THE SOUL 
 

A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of 
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and  
meditation, followed by Kiddush. 10am on the fourth 
Shabbat of every month in a private home in     
Caulfield South. All welcome.  
 

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem 
on 9576 2277. 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT PROFILE 
 

We love to receive contributions from members and  
are happy to format your items for you.  

 

Please send your material for our April/May 2018 
issue to the LBC Office before 16 March 2018. 
 
WHEN MAILING ITEMS TO US: 

 

Please always use our postal address:  
PO Box 430, Kew East 3102 

to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Contempla on 

Current LBC Office Bearers and Staff 
 
Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the 
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au  He is unavailable on 
Thursdays, except for emergencies. 
 
Co- Presidents  
  Mr Mannie Gross & Dr Jim Beck  
Vice President  
  Ms Tanya Warms 
Co-Hon. Secretaries 
  Dr Tom Beer & Dr Julie Contole  
 
Co-Hon. Treasurers 
  Ms Marlis Cohen & Mr Mark Pryor 
 
Immediate Past President 
  Mr David Rose  
 
Board Members 
  Mr Martie Abraham 
  Mr Alan Feldman  (Care) 
  Ms Gillian Lubansky (Library) 
  Ms Deb Ogawa 
  Dr Michael Polack  (Youth Ed) 
  Ms Lisa Sylvan  (LBAC) 
  Dr Jon Taft      (Membership) 
  Mr Michael Taft  (Ritual) 
   
LBC Office hours:    
  Monday - Friday, 9am - 2pm 
  Closed: Public Holidays and    
      Jewish Festivals 
 
Contact Office: 
  T: 9819 7160 
  E: office@lbc.org.au 
   
Ms Julie-Anne Lilienthal Administrative Officer 
Ms Inna Lysy  Resource Officer 

JUDAICA SHOP 
 

LBC’s Judaica shop is being rejuvenated. Browse our 
offerings in the Synagogue foyer, suggest how we 
could improve our stock, and buy your Life Cycle, 
Shabbat and Festival supplies from us. 

This edition of Profile was edited by the LBC office team 
  

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not 
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of 
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact the office 

for details. 
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  

No PP 325 999 10035 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We plan for our daily lives,  
but have you planned for your death?  

 

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service for 
all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral. 

We also can assist you with organising pre-arranged  
and pre-paid funerals. 

 

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 98836237  
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au 
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