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As in previous years, we will have an
LBC Communal Seder so that we can
celebrate together for First Night
Pesach, with a catered meal.
Consider joining us here rather than
having your own seder at home.
All welcome.
Our seder will commence at 6.30 pm on Friday 22 April;
be here at 6 pm. We will use the KDS Haggadah — copies
available from the LBC Office for $27.50 per copy.
Please book before 15 April:
Members
$55
Non-members
$72.50
Member Children $23.50
Non-member children
$41.40

Conc. $52.50
Conc. $68.50
under 13
under 13

Our First Day Pesach service is
10 am on Saturday 23 April.

Presidential Musings

In Jerusalem we were visited by
Rabbi Noa Sattath, the director of the Israel
Religious Action Centre. She introduced the
seminar participants to IRAC’s work in the area of
civil rights across the whole of Israeli society. IRAC
works to advance pluralism and to defend freedom
of conscience, faith and religion. After Rabbi Noa’s
session I had the pleasure of presenting her with a
letter to IRAC, informing them of LBC’s High Holy
Day appeal donation of just over $9,000.

As part of four week overseas trip,
Regina and I recently attended The
Beutel Seminar For Progressive
Jewish Leadership in Israel. It was
an opportunity to meet with leaders
of Progressive congregations from
around the world. Unfortunately, due
to the ongoing strife in Israel, many
initially intending attendees did not
come. We were left with two
Australians, one Canadian and five Brazilians. It
was a small but enthusiastic group. We met
leaders of the Israel Progressive movement and
visited some of the projects instigated or supported
by the Progressive movement in Israel.

The Beutel Seminar lasted ten days, the last three
days of which we stayed on Kibbutz Yahel, in the
Southern Israel Arava. This was certainly a
different experience (warm to hot, surrounded by
desert) from Jerusalem (cold, overcast and sometimes wet). There were many discussions and
exchanges of ideas amongst the seminar attendees
and presenters relating to congregational issues.
Many of the issues are similar. All congregations
find it difficult making ends meet. Certain problems
are unique to a congregation. For instance LBC
tends to average around forty attendees to our
Shabbat morning service, most of whom are
members. A large congregation in Brazil averages
400 attendees for Kabbalat Shabbat (their main
Shabbat service). However of the 400 attendees
only about forty are members of the congregation.

One of my personally most moving experiences
was a visit to the Beit Eden Ramle Kabbalat
Shabbat Program. Beit Eden is a group home for
mentally challenged children located in the town of
Ramle. The facility houses approximately sixty
children, ranging in age from seven to twenty one,
with various degrees of mental retardation. Beit
Eden serves as an actual home for these children,
most of whom come from families with few socioeconomic resources. In 2002 the volunteers of
YOZMA, the Reform community in Israel's newest
city of Modi'in, together with the support of IRAC,
Israel Religious Action Center, in Jerusalem,
decided to adopt this home. Since then, a
dedicated core group of YOZMA's volunteers have
created a comprehensive program of support
activities, including a monthly Kabbalat Shabbat
service for the residents and staff of Beit Eden.

Perhaps of greater importance than the lectures we
attended and the discussions we had were the
connections we made with members of the
Progressive movement both in Israel and the
diaspora.

- concludes on page 12

Mr David Rose

LBC contact numbers
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black may be reached on
the LBC Office number or on rabbi@lbc.org.au
He is normally unavailable on Thursdays,
except for emergencies.

2015/2016 LBC Board:
Dr George Deutsch
Mr Alan Feldman
Mr Ron Steiner
Ms Lisa Sylvan
2015/2016 LBC Executive: Our AGM will be on
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft
30 March, after this issue has been posted. Details
Mr Martin Toone
of Incoming Executive and Board in our next issue.
President
Mr Mannie Gross
Vice President
Ms Tanya Warms
Co- Hon. Secretary
Dr Tom Beer
Dr Julie Contole

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals
Contact through Office:
T:
9819 7160
F:
9859 5417
Mrs Ruth Jacobs
Ms Inna Lysy
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky

Hon. Treasurer
Ms Marlis Cohen
Immediate Past President
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Admin. Secretary
Resource Officer
CARE group
Library

Rabbinic Reflection
Bringing a Little More Freedom into the
World.
Seder night – 22 April – quite late because this
year is not only a Gregorian but also a Jewish leap
year. So instead of Pesach coinciding with Easter,
this year Purim does, and Pesach comes a month
later. Several of us have birthdays which fall during
Pesach this year – so thank goodness for flourless
chocolate cake recipes! And though today a
blessing for everyone with gluten intolerance, and
a year-round favourite for many, I am confident
that flourless cakes were originally a Jewish,
Pesach, speciality! Our annual Leo Baeck Lecture,
delivered by Epicurean Rita Ehrlich, explored the
fascinating idea that you can track Jewish
migration by looking at particular dishes and
ingredients, and if you weren’t there, you missed a
treat!

they were offered the chance to
return, mostly preferred to stay
where they were, where the
standards of living, culture, health
and education were far higher. To
‘open the gates’ and allow anyone
who wanted to immigrate would
destroy the Australia we love and
appreciate. Torah did not imagine a time of worldwide migration and communication (or such vast
inequalities). So we need to remember the
messages, and welcome and support those in real
need – and that means welcoming them into our
homes as well as our cities.
But at the same time we must work on longer term
solutions worldwide – redressing the vast
inequalities, ensuring safe water and sufficient food
and improving health care and education,
mitigating the effects of changing climate, and
seeking to make peace where there is strife. There
are many channels to do these things, chief among
them the United Nations. They all need more
funding, and a relatively small increase with a
reliable ongoing commitment would be a real and
effective way to bring the message of Pesach –
more FREEDOM – to the world. From Pesach we
count seven weeks, the Omer period, to get to
Shavuot, the festival of wheat harvest and of
course the Giving of Torah (our Service and Tikkun
start at 7pm on Saturday 7 June, and Festival
service and Yizkor on Sunday 8 June). How about
committing an extra donation to one of the above
causes through each week of the Omer? Or if you’d
like to send a contribution to our Tzedek fund, we
could choose seven appropriate recipients and
spread a bit more freedom in the world between
Pesach and Shavuot on your behalf.

So Pesach (and flourless cake) is (as we say each
year) about freedom – and it’s a paradigm for all
people, regardless of whether or not they are
Jewish, or whether they are heterosexual or
homosexual, or English-speaking or rich or poor.
Pesach reminds us that no-one should be
oppressed, whether actively, or simply by being
ignored. Pesach reminds us that the world is not
perfect – but that we are obligated to do all in our
power to help those suffering from oppression, to
achieve release and liberation. God, according to
the Torah and as we read in the Haggadah, got
‘stuck in’ - actively engaged in freeing the
Israelites, using an arsenal of plagues. Moses, who
was doing God’s bidding, is played down. We don’t
worship Moses and his role – in fact he is hardly
mentioned. And that’s a model for us. Let’s say
that God is our inspiration, God is our reason – but
that each of us is finding the bit of Moses in us,
leading from slavery to freedom, from
incarceration to liberation. We may not want to do
it – Moses certainly didn’t – but ultimately he
couldn’t say no. We have developed lots more
ways to say no – most of all to say ‘it won’t make
any difference’. But that is where we step outside
our responsibility. We must act – God will decide
whether anything will come of it or not! In other
words, the ‘miracles’ can come AFTER we’ve done
something – as happened once the Israelites came
to the Sea of Reeds.

- Rabbi Jonathan

Today we must not turn a blind eye to the
refugees. We (and not only Australia but everywhere where we have high standards of living
combined with freedom) have a huge challenge.
Having built such a society, and though it certainly
still has its shortcomings, millions of people worldwide want to come and live here. This is similar to
Jacob’s family coming to live in Egypt to escape
famine and hardship, or indeed to the Israelites
exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon, who even when
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What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

Shabbat morning services

And then there’s our Care Committee

Shabbat is the focal point of our week. So, every
Saturday morning, throughout the year, we hold
our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

Our Care Committee, under the leadership of
Board Member Alan Feldman, offers assistance to
LBC members who need it. This may include
visiting the sick or recently bereaved, assisting
negotiations with aid authorities, or attending
Minyanim here at LBC to help with suppers.

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you
joining in our regular prayers and staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush, which may be
sponsored in honour of a special occasion in our
community or in the lives of congregants.
On 21 May our service will honour all the
volunteers in our community.

If you need assistance please ring the LBC Office
on 9819 7160 and someone from the Care
Committee will contact you. If you can help out,
we’d love to hear from you.

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is
normally followed by a shared BYO non-meat
Chavurah lunch at which there is usually a guest
speaker. There will be no Chavurah lunch in April,
as it would fall during Pesach. So join us on
28 May for our next one.

Staff Changes at LBC
We now have a new Resource Officer. Inna Lysy
started in this role on early March and will be
working alongside our Administrative Secretary,
Ruth Jacobs. Many of you will know Inna through
your contact with PJV.

Friday Night Kids

As well as PJV, Inna also recently worked at
Etz Chayim where she was the office
administrator. This role required her to assist their
board and committee members. She has both a
Masters and a Bachelor's degree in IT from RMIT
and has extensive experience with creating and
maintaining websites and Facebook, as well as
designing and creating marketing and promotional
materials for congregations.

We invite you to bring your younger
family members from 5 to 5.30 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the month.
The activity provides a short opportunity
for a story and some Shabbat songs and sharing
candle-lighting and challah before going home to
your own Shabbat dinner.

Inna has experience in accounts payable and
receivable and so will slowly be taking over much
of the day-to-day financial role from Marlis Cohen,
who will remain Honorary Treasurer. Please come
and say shalom to Inna who will be at LBC on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 9 - 2pm.

Shabbat Unplugged
Usually on the third Friday of every month, we
have a musical Erev Shabbat service at 7 pm.
Immediately afterwards we offer a two-course
catered non-meat meal with a themed menu, at a
cost of $14 for adults and $45 for a family of four.

However, this joy is tinged with some
sadness as we must farewell our
current Resource Officer Karyn Hall.
Karyn has been of immense help in
the office, and done a great job of
complementing our office team for the
last four years.

As always, the service at 7pm is free
to all, but you'll need to book for
dinner in advance at trybooking.com/
EGVV (book early to ensure your
place – we are sometimes booked out!).

We know you will all wish Karyn (photo
at left) all the best for the future.

BRING A BIT MORE FREEDOM TO THE WORLD
IN THE OMER!

Support for Toby Glaser

From Pesach we count seven weeks, the Omer
period, to get to Shavuot, the festival of wheat
harvest and of course the Giving of Torah.

Many of you will have enjoyed the rich baritone of
our cantorial soloist Toby Glaser, now studying in
Jerusalem to be a chazzan. He is going to Belarus
and Lithuania for Pesach to run sedarim in our
communities in the FSU and is fundraising to
cover his expenses. Help would be very much
appreciated and should be sent to the office 9819 7160. Credit cards welcome!

If you’d like to send a contribution to our Tzedek
fund, we could choose
seven appropriate
recipients and spread a bit
more freedom in the world
between Pesach and
Shavuot on your behalf.
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

House of Studies

Israeli Dancing

7 pm 14 May

9.15 am—noon Tuesdays

Yom Ha’atzmaut dinner
(off-site) You will hear about
the The Jews of India from
Rebecca and Joseph Joseph.
Bookings required
www.trybooking.com/KTZX.

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give
it a go? Would you like to join with others in
dancing weekly?

Book Club

Everyone is welcome to join the group.

7.30 pm Sunday 17 April
at LBC.

Come join us and be up with the latest dances!

Etgar Keret's The Seven Good Years is a brilliant,
hilarious memoir from a master storyteller. Our
discussion will be led by David Rooseboom.

New Jewish Care Exercise Class 2016

$8 per session

The first part of the class is geared to those who
are beginners. There are short breaks for drinks
and socialising.

After a successful trial in 2015 Jewish Care is
offering a combined Strength and Balance
class in 2016!

The seven years between the birth of Etgar Keret's
son, Lev, and the death of his
father were good years, but still
full of reasons to worry. Lev was
born in the middle of a terrorist
attack in Tel Aviv. Etgar's father
became sick. And Etgar has been
constantly tormented by
nightmarish visions of the former
Iranian president Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad, anti-Semitic
remarks both real and imagined, and, perhaps
most worrisome of all, a dogged telemarketer who
seems likely to chase him to the grave. Emerging
from these darkly absurd circumstances is a series
of funny, touching ruminations on everything from
his three-year-old son's impending military service
to the terrorist mindset behind Angry Birds.

This new program is
designed to increase
muscular strength along
with dynamic balance, aiming to make you
stronger and reduce your risk of falling, keeping
you healthy and independent for longer.
The class operates on a Wednesday morning at
LBC and is suitable for individuals over the age of
65 who can access LBC independently.
An Active Living Centre Physiotherapy assessment
is required prior to attending this program.
For further information please contact Sandra or
Cassandra at JewishCare’s Active Living Centre on
8517 5400.

Telelink

Active Retirees

The Telelink Conference Program
is a free weekly program beginning
each Friday at 4 pm and concluding
with the blessing of the Shabbat
candles at 4.45 pm. Philosophical,
religious, and social topics are offered for
discussion. Telelink provides a wonderful
opportunity for people in our community who may
be isolated in their homes, to enjoy this weekly
program, and to make contact with one another.

We hold our twice-monthly sessions, on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month. You are
all welcome to come along to our
talks, films and games afternoons.
Gold coin donation.
2 pm Monday 11 April
Goldie Zyskind leads a session on Grief and Loss
Monday 25 April
Anzac Day, no session

Contact Dorothea on 9836 7741 about joining.

2 pm Monday 9 May
Peter Eisler will speak to us, sharing his great
knowledge and love of art.

Order via
the insert
this issue
LBC Walking Group
or on
Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you wish to join us www.entbo
for a brisk walk for an hour or so please contact
ok.com.au/
Kathy on 0408 564 817.
181u304
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Profiling Janet Wolf Bau

Judaism throughout her life. Later she turned her
skills to bookkeeping, taught in Sunday School and
became a volunteer swimming teacher for MS
patients. Lotte developed a passion for Scrabble,
one she imparted to Janet who continues to play
competition Scrabble today.

We recently enjoyed Janet’s delightful exhibition of
watercolour illustrations and now LBC hopes to
include a couple in a permanent collection, adding
to her fun paintings on the playground outside the
LBC office.
Janet’s love of both art and language dates back to
childhood when she was exposed to both
disciplines through family members. In particular,
she recalls the values imparted through happy
times spent at the home of her paternal Aunt Ruth,
whose home in New York State was ‘filled with
paintings, academia, warmth, family, listening and
Judaism’. Family Seders were always held there.
This remarkable lady escaped Germany after
Kristallnacht by marching over the Mannheim
bridge with a pram to collect their train tickets to
Switzerland which had been left behind in the
bedroom of her shattered home. At the border,
their 4-year old daughter Eva, ran into the arms of
grandparents and the guard stamped their papers.
Her husband escaped the roundup by pretending to
be someone from the burial group at a friend’s
Catholic funeral. Ruth gained a
PhD in psychology in New York.

Lotte and Fred met playing tennis in New York and
married in1952, first living in the Bronx, then
northern New Jersey (over the bridge from NY).
Here they raised their children, Marion (b1953) and
Janet (b1957). Both attended the public school,
celebrated Friday nights and were confirmed.
As a child, Janet learned both flute and ballet. Her
interest in art began around 6th grade and was
encouraged by family members, several of whom
had artistic talents. The final path was set by what
Janet describes as a life changing experience in the
summer of 1974. Through the American Field
System, five students were given a unique
opportunity to stay in Ravenna at a priest’s home
where they were fed and cared for by his mother
while the priest, Enzo Tramontani, escorted the
students round Italy to study art and
mosaics. This priest, who later left
the priesthood and married, wrote
several books including one about
Italian partisan priests.

Janet’s German father, the multilingual Fred Wolfsheimer (later
shortened to Wolf), was born in
1910 in Munich and became a
professional photoengraver. Before
moving to the USA he spent four
years in Spain, leaving because of
the Civil War, and a year in Paris
where he obtained an affidavit to
emigrate to New York. His parents
and sisters, Ruth and Edith, also
reached New York before the war.
Fred travelled the States as a
newspaper photographer before settling in New
York where he lived till his death in 1986.

In 1979, Janet graduated with high
honours from the Wesleyan
University where she focused on print
making and already knew her future
lay in illustrating children’s books. As
a child she loved children’s books and
would mentally compare the images
in her mind with those on the page.
For Janet, illustrating seemed a
natural progression which combined
her love of drawing, painting and storytelling and
kept art as an integral part of her life. She ‘aims to
inject warmth, humour and richness of colour’ into
her illustrations and is influenced by many
illustrators, including William Steig, Arnold Lobel
and Quentin Blake.

Janet’s mother, Lotte Wilmers (originally Wilmersdoerfer), was born in Nuremburg in 1921, and
educated there. An idealistic Zionist, but not
allowed to go to Israel, Lotte chose to study
languages with a view to being a translator in
Switzerland, a career plan cut short. Her aunt’s
husband, Richard Spear, ran the family business
making games, a company that was to acquire the
world wide rights outside of the USA for the game
of Scrabble. Prior to Kristallnacht, when Richard
visited Nuremberg and assessed the political
situation, he organized Lotte’s passage to the UK
where she trained as a mothercraft nurse and
looked after children in the Lakes area. Her parents
and sister joined Lotte and the Spears in the UK a
year later when Lotte’s father was released from a
trumped up prison charge. Once in the USA, Lotte
studied Judaism at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York and observed Reform

Life long friends were made during the four years
at university which included a semester of study in
Rome, a visit to London and work on a kibbutz,
adding to childhood travels when Janet was taken
to Germany to learn about family origins. Following
in her mother’s footsteps, Janet worked as a Nanny
while trying to break into the world of illustrators.
She wrote and illustrated her first book using
monoprints and this led to a further three books for
Harper Collins. A move to Central Park West and
work in a florist shop bought time while Janet
applied to teach art in a Long Island private school,
a career lasting 12 years while continuing to
illustrate books and pursue her silk printing skills.
- continues on page 12
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Community Happenings

Congratulations

Volunteers

Fay Kaufman on the birth of her first
granddaughter, Grier.

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,
Brenda Brook, Marlis Cohen,
Julie Contole, Kathy Deutsch,
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker,
Max Gross, Alison Harcourt,
Albert Isaacs, Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Gillian Lubansky, Sharon Marmor, Terri Nathan,
Paula Messer, Chrys Polack, Val Silberberg,
Ruth Taft.

Tanya Warms on receiving a
commendation from the City of Boroondara for her
community work, particularly her involvement with
Gallipoli and Beyond 2015.
Ellie Robinson, whose Padpod (available direct,
or through LBC) has been awarded best Australian-

made product by Reed Gift Fairs.

Honour them all and any other LBC
volunteers at our Annual Volunteers’
Service, 10 am 21 May.

Josh Casan and Melissa Northcott on their
wedding.
David Rose on the birth of his granddaughter
Gemma.

Donors

Peter Schiff who has given his final donation of
blood, as donors must stop on their 81st birthday.
Over 600 units! Mazal tov.

We sincerely thank all of you who
have made donations to the Leo Baeck Centre
from 24 December 2015—11 March 2016
Anonymous, L & M Bloom, V Brous,
E Perks and J Cohen, M Cohen, V Falk,
A & M Goodrich, M Gottlieb-Drucker, P Grinwald,
J & B Hand, M Heselev, S Heller, J & G Isaac,
L Jacobs, F Kaufman, A & D Kerron, C Lederman,
P & M Mandie, F Menke, P Messer, D & F Nassau,
T Warms and K Opeskin, D Prinsley, G & S Shiff,
V Silberberg, S Rose and Gary Solomon,
R & J Solomon, G Svenger, E Taft, L & S Taft,
R Taft, I Traeger, D Tropp-Boas, W Will

Special Birthdays
April:

Kirstie Baird, Zoe Bell,
Sandy Fieldhouse, Jason Fink,
Mia Gross, Julie-Anne Lilienthal,
Martin Toone, Janette Witt

May:

Josh Butler, Valerie Falk,
Hannah Goldblatt,
Max Gross, Victoria G
Shirley Polack, Brian Proctor,
Charlotte Thomas,
Abraham Weinstock

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.

Special Wedding Anniversaries
April:

Tali Bernard and Josh Bornstein

A side of smoked salmon
as a big thank you!

New Members and Friends
Deborah and Akihiro Ogawa, with Hannah
Andy Robinson
David Rooseboom

B’Nei Mitzvah
Ziggy Markus will celebrate his
Bar Mitzvah with us at
10 am on Saturday 28 May.

We are still offering a delicious side of smoked
salmon if you introduce a new member to us!

We wish him, and his family,
Mazeltov at this special time in
their lives.

Once again we thank Paula Messer
for her careful proof-reading
and apologise for any remaining
errors.
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Our calendar for April . . . .

Sun 17 Apr
10 am: Pesach activity and Seder
2 pm: BM workshop with STAND UP (tbc)
7.30 pm: Book Club

Fri 1 Apr
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 2 Apr
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Mon 18 Apr
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Mon 4 Apr
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
8 pm: TTBC Gusti Yehoshua Braverman
for ARZA

Tue 19 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Tue 5 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Fri 22 Apr
9.15 am: Morning walk
6 for 6.30 pm: Seder night

Fri 8 Apr
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sat 23 Apr
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Sat 9 Apr
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Mon 25 Apr
Office Closed—Anzac Day
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Mon 11 Apr
2 pm: Active Retirees
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Tue 26 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Tue 12 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Fri 29 Apr
9.15 am: Morning walk
6 pm: Inreach Maimuna Shabbat, with short
service and Yizkor (see front page)

Fri 15 Apr
9.15 am: Morning walk
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Netzer Unplugged
8 pm: Shabbat Dinner "Thai"

Sat 30 Apr
10 am: Shabbat morning service
8.15 pm; Pygmalion (see page 14)

Sat 16 Apr
10 am: Shabbat morning service

New LBC Environmental Awareness
Group?
Having helped produce the Jewish Climate Action
Kit for the Australian Religious Response to Climate
Change we would like to invite everyone who is
concerned about environmental and/or climate
change issues to come along to see the kits and for
an initial discussion about what we might do both
at LBC and in the wider community. We will then
decide how we want to take this forward.

We are planning to establish an Environmental
Awareness group at LBC, after discussion with the
LBC Board.

First meeting date 28 May, 1.30pm to 3pm at LBC
after the Shabbat service and Kiddush lunch.
- Simon Grosser
& Jonathan Keren-Black
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. . . . and May

Mon 2 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Tue 17 May
Profile deadline
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Tue 3 May
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Fri 20 May
9.15 am: Morning walk
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Shabbat Dinner "Israeli"

Thu 5 May
7 pm: JCCV Yom HaShoah commemoration
(off-site)
Fri 6 May
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sat 21 May
10 am: Shabbat morning VOLUNTEERS’
service

Sat 7 May
10 am: Shabbat morning service
All day: Spirituality Shabbaton (off-site)

Sun 22 May
10.30 am: New members morning tea
2 pm: Picnic with ASRC (see insert)

Sun 8 May
7.30 pm: Comedy Night with Joel Chasnoff
(see back page)

Mon 23 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Mon 9 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Tue 24 May
9.15 am: Israeli dancing
Fri 27 May
9 am: Profile mailout
9.15 am: Morning walk

Tue 10 May
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Sat 28 May
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM: Ziggy Markus
1 pm: Chavurah lunch
1.30 pm: Environmental Awareness Group
(see article below)

Fri 13 May
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 14 May
10 am: Shabbat morning ‘Israel Q & A’
service led by Rabbi Levi with
Uri Levin, our Netzer Shaliach
7.30 pm: Yom Ha'atzmaut dinner (see p 5)

Mon 30 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Sun 15 May
9.30 am: BM Mentoring - offsite STAND UP
(tbc)

Tue 31 May
9.15 am: Israeli dancing

Mon 16 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Are your electric cables and appliances
safe?

requirements, and will shortly be undertaking LBC's
annual testing for us.

You might have noticed that
Aware that modern homes have more and more
offices, schools and businesses
appliances and leads, and that some people would
now have their electrical cables and appliances
tested regularly, and each lead tagged to say it has like the reassurance and peace of mind that their
equipment is safe, he has put together a special
been passed.
arrangement for our members, from just $100.
This process is called ‘Test and Tagging‘.
If you are interested or if you need a quote at your
An LBC member is now trained and qualified with
place of employment, a call to the LBC office on
the skills and equipment to complete the statutory 9819 7160 might be your first step.
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Open Letter from UPJ

Dear friends,

Electronic Banking (please be sure to include your
name in the transfer details):
Soon, Jews throughout Australia will gather at their
Account Name: Mazon Australia; Bank: CommonSeder tables to celebrate Pesach. Most will enjoy
wealth; - BSB: 062 198 - Acct #: 10687728
sumptuous feasts and the
warm company of friends
By Phone: (credit card) (02) 9413 1282
and family. At the same
Cheques may be made out to Mazon Australia and
time, however, individuals
sent to: Mazon, c/o North Shore Temple Emanuel,
near to home — in the
28 Chatswood Avenue, Chatswood, NSW, 2067.
cities of Australia and in its rural outback — will go
to bed without sufficient food to eat. For them, the A tax-deductible receipt will be provided.
“bread of affliction” is not a symbol but a constant
Chag Kasher V’sameach and thank you for your
and unwelcome companion. This year, the
incongruity of our celebration and their suffering
generosity.
can be made less acute by making a simple, taxdeductible donation to the Mazon Australia Pesach
appeal.
Making this small gesture will raise awareness
around the table of the importance our people
attach to ma’achil re’evim — feeding the hungry.
Supporting Mazon Australia at Pesach also gives
concrete expression to the imperative found at the
very start of the Pesach narrative: “Let all who
are hungry come and eat…”

Rabbi Gary J. Robuck, Chair, Mazon Australia

(With every donation received before
10 April we are pleased to send you Mazon
place cards to use at your Seder.
Please specify how many you will require)

To make your contribution to Mazon Australia and
to join with others to relieve the hunger of the
poorest among us, please email Jocelyn Robuck
(Jocelyn@upj.org.au); payment can be made in a
number of ways:

Learning from the Royal Commission on Child
Abuse—Katherine Levi Sunday 28 February

The talk was thought provoking and the audience
was most responsive with pertinent questions and
comments, so that we had a lively discussion. The
The ongoing aftermath from The Royal Commission
discussion indicated the complexity of the whole
on Child Sexual Abuse has clearly illustrated the
area and that there is still a long way to go to
extent to which children have been sexually abused
ensure the safety of children in organisations and
in organisations that should be protecting and
in the general community.
nurturing them.
Katherine introduced some key learnings and
Katherine Levi’s talk was therefore timely, and
developments from the Royal Commission.
gave an
opportunity to
The importance of everyone having an underincrease the
standing and knowledge about child sexual
understanding
abuse and what needs to be done to keep
of the Leo
children safe.
Baeck
That child sexual abuse can occur in all
community
sections of the community and the Jewish
about this
community is not immune.
emotionally
A new Victorian law makes failure to disclose
distressing
sexual abuse an offense. In the general
topic.
community anyone who has a reasonable
belief that a child is being sexually abused
Introductions were made by Rabbi Jonathan and
must disclose it. This law for the general
Dr David Mushin, a child psychiatrist, who has
public only refers to sexual abuse.
contributed significantly to the development of
In organisations, failure to protect children is a
LBC’S Child Protection Policy (available on LBC’s
criminal offence (includes sexual, neglect,
website, lbc.org.au/about/policies.)
See also page 11.
continues on page 12
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LBC’s Child Protection Policy

The Leo Baeck Centre has updated its Child
Protection Policy, which you can access from our
website.

These include failures in the assessment of
employees and volunteers, failure to provide
appropriate guidelines and protocols, and failure to
appropriately manage concerns when they have
The document begins with an introduction from the
been raised. A large number of children have been
Board and the Rabbi, which outlines the
abused as a result of these failures.
necessity for such a document to exist, and also
explains LBC’s commitment to creating a safe
The overriding message is that if an organisation
environment for children.
such as ours is committed to the welfare of its
children, then appropriate protocols and guidelines
The document itself, prepared by our Rabbi, Nikki
need to be available and utilised by staff and
Silbert and David Mushin, describes child abuse
volunteers.
and its nature, the effects of abuse on children,
and the nature of perpetrators of abuse.
These issues were further
clarified at the
It then outlines practice and behaviour guidepresentation and
lines for LBC staff and volunteers, relevant
discussion which was
guidelines for use in hiring of staff and
arranged by the LBC Care
volunteers, and protocols for responding to
Committee on Sunday
concerns and allegations regarding child abuse.
28 February. The invited
speaker, Katherine Levi,
Finally, it deals with ways of ensuring that those
spoke on this topic.
staff and volunteers who come into contact with
Katherine has extensive
children at LBC are familiar with and understand
knowledge and experience
the parts of the document that are relevant to
in this area. Her talk
their position in our community.
which focussed on
Some people have wondered why a community
organisational issues
such as LBC, with relatively few child-based
concerning child safety,
activities, requires such a policy document. This
reinforced the need for the steps which LBC has
is explained in the introduction to the document.
taken in this regard.
The community at large knows well that children
(See the report of Katherine’s talk on page 10.)
have suffered in organisations which have not had
Children and their needs have been neglected too
appropriate policies and guidelines regarding child
safety. Some of these were religious organisations, often in history, because they have passed under
the radar of organisations and communities. LBC
which were considered by their members to be
has placed its children as a high priority. Our
trustworthy when it came to having children in
Board’s endorsement of the principles, protocols
their care.
and guidelines contained in this document reflect
The current Royal Commission Into Institutional
LBC’s commitment to making sure that child safety
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse has clearly
remains a priority.
indicated failures which have occurred in
organisations with regard to their care of children.
- David Mushin (on behalf of our working group).

KIDDUSH HALL AND LIBRARY - ELEGANT NEW floor that was only put down at the end of last
CARPET.
year?’ The answer is that it failed to cope with the
heat over summer. The vinyl planks expanded and
buckled and didn’t return to normal after cooling.
Anyone interested in
The floor ended up with gaps between the ends of
contributing to new
carpet at LBC?
many boards. The flooring supplier and the product
wholesaler immediately agreed that it had to be
Donations would be
replaced. The wholesaler offered us the option of a
gratefully received.
new heat-tolerant vinyl floor or high quality
commercial grade carpet tiles, at no cost to us.
When next you
Though easier to keep clean, the vinyl flooring had
attend a Kiddush,
affected the acoustics of the space more
hear a speaker or
significantly than anticipated, making it much
see a film in the Kiddush Hall you will enjoy the
harder to hear for many of our members. With this
new carpet.
in mind, the Board selected the carpet tiles.
You may well ask, ‘What happened to the vinyl

- continues on page 14
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Continuations . . . .

Profiling Janet Wolf Bau

Learning from the Royal Commission on Child
Abuse—Katherine Levi Sunday 28 February

continued from page 6

continued from page 10

On 13 June 1992, an auspicious date, Janet began
a train journey to visit her cousin Eva in
Washington and shared the journey with a stranger
with an Australian accent, Peter Bau (father of 16
year old twins), a meeting which was to change
both their lives. While Janet stayed with her
relatives in Washington and Peter at a hotel, she
recalls how they did everything together for the
next three days. Letters followed over the next
year then Peter returned to the USA to meet
Janet’s family prior to Janet coming to Melbourne
in 1994. Here she was warmly welcomed by Peter’s
family. A wedding was held in New York in May
1995 before setting up home in Melbourne where
their son, Jacob, was born in 1999.

physical and emotional abuse)
The Working with Children Check is only the first
step to keeping children safe.
Katherine praised Leo Baeck’s Child Protection
Policy and urged everyone to read it. Every
organisation needs to enact their policy and there
is a need to train people regarding the policy’s
processes and procedures, in particular boundaries
in relationships with children.
In light of the new safety standards that have not
as yet been publicised another talk and/or
workshop would be very useful.
Katherine Levi’s talk was organised by LBC’s Care
Committee.

Janet’s career path here includes educational books
for the Scholastic and Oxford University Press,
11 years as illustrator in black and white for the
Business Magazine of the Mt Eliza business school,
cooking and gardening books, trade picture books
and six years creating illustrations for the Personal
Investor magazine.
Jacob, twice a ball kid at the Australian Open, is
considering a law career and is currently involved
with the mentoring program ‘big brother, big
sister’. He had a very close relationship with Lotte
and together with Janet, was fortunate to spend
time with her immediately before her death in
2011 just after celebrating Lotte’s 90th birthday.

- Rena Lopata
Care Committee Co-ordinator

Presidential Musings
continued from page 6

Peter’s grandfather came here from the Northern
Italian Alps and subsequently reunited his family in
Melbourne when Peter’s father John Bau (b 1926)
was six years old. Peter’s mother, Betty Williams,
was born here and they met on a train! John made
salami for Tibaldis and Betty worked as a secretary
for a textile school.
Peter, the second of four boys, grew up in Pascoe
Vale and worked at the Ford factory immediately
after finishing school. A higher education became
possible during the Whitlam era and Peter studied
accountancy, a career path he continues to pursue
privately today. Peter, who also flies planes, was
attracted to the land when helping a cousin plant
trees on a property at Redesdale and is now the
proud owner of a neighbouring property where he
farms cattle.

Preparing for Kabbalat Shabbat at Beit Eden

On the evening of April 22, Jews around the world
will be celebrating Pesach, our festival of freedom.
Chag Sameach to all the LBC community.
- Mannie Gross
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The Kotel belongs to everyone!

The new, egalitarian section of the Western Wall
will be officially registered in Israel's Law of Holy
Sites. Access to the new section will be from the
main public plaza. Visitors to the Kotel will now be
able to decide whether they want to go to the
gender-segregated Orthodox section, or to the
section where men and women can pray together
in the spirit of Reform and Conservative Judaism.
The international World Union for Progressive
Judaism celebrates the remarkable news from
Jerusalem on 31 January that the Israeli
government will officially support the creation of an
expanded egalitarian prayer space at the Kotel.
The WUPJ owes a great debt of appreciation to
Anat Hoffman and Rabbis Rick Jacobs and
Gilad Kariv. They deserve our admiration and
praise for their tenacity in advancing our cause —
and succeeding beyond our imagination. Yasher
Koach to them all.
Rabbi Daniel Freelander, President,
World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ)
Carole Sterling, Chair,
World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ)

The decision also designates the Kotel plaza as an
official public space that is no longer under
exclusive Orthodox control. This will put an end to
the embarrassing spectacle of male and female
soldiers and officials being segregated at
government and military events, and to situations
where the Kotel's Orthodox rabbi refuses to let
women light menorahs or female soldiers sing our
national anthem, the Hatikvah, in public.
This landmark decision gives expression to a
fundamental truth: There is more than one way to
be Jewish. There is more than one way to pray.
There is more than one way to connect to Jewish
traditions and identity.
On this exciting day, as we take another step
towards full equality for all Jewish movements in
Israel, we recognize that our struggle for full
equality in marriage, conversion, burial and
other life-cycle events for Reform and Conservative
Jews in Israel continues.
The victory would not have been possible without
the vision and leadership of our own Anat Hoffman.
For 27 years, Anat has been on the forefront of this
issue. She has persevered through decades of
protests and prayers, arrests and activism. We are
inspired every day by Anat's leadership and her
tireless creativity. Anat, we are all grateful to you
for your prophetic voice for equality, which has
borne such sweet fruit today.
Those who sow in tears will reap in joy.
(Psalms 126:5)

H

istory has been made. The Israeli government
has agreed to give unprecedented recognition to
Reform and Conservative Judaism at one of
Judaism's holiest places, the Western Wall. For
decades, Israel has given full religious authority at
the Kotel to Orthodox and ultra-Orthodox Judaism.

Rabbi Noa Sattath, Director,
Israel Religious Action Center
Rabbi Gilad Kariv, Executive Director,
Israel Movement for Reform and Progressive
Judaism

That is about to change. The Reform Movement,
the Conservative Movement, Women of the Wall,
and the Jewish Federations negotiated a deal that
has been publicly announced and approved.
The decision will create a permanent and official,
fully-egalitarian space at the Kotel, a space where
men and women will be able to pray together without gender barriers; where women will be able to
read from the Torah and wear prayer shawls; and
where families will be able to celebrate bar- and
bat-mitzvah ceremonies and other events together.
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And in our wider community; study and travel opportunities . .

William and Henrietta Kaye Scholarship
for 2016/17
Applications close 15 April for support for study in
Israel. Please see our website www.lbc.org.au for
full details and application forms.

Jewish Community Council of Victoria
launches LGBTI Social Inclusion video.
This is a 8.5 min video developed with the
generous support of a HEY Grant
from the Youth Affairs Council by
the JCCV young LGBTI advisory
group (JADE: Jews All Diverse
and Equal), which aims to
highlight that you can be Jewish
and LGBTI.
The aim is for a fully welcoming
and respectful Jewish community, where Jews of
diverse sexual orientation and gender identity
participate actively in the community. Everyone is
to be treated with respect, dignity and equity.
Please find the link to the video here: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKqFotZmqDY

ELEGANT NEW CARPET

spend $25,000 - $35,000 over the next three
years.

continued from page 11

The wholesaler also offered us the same carpet
tiles at cost price for the library. We thus had an
unexpected opportunity to replace worn carpet that
had been patched when the library wall was
removed. We now have a wonderful matched floor
in our art gallery exhibition space — the library and
Kiddush Hall. But this has left us with an
unexpected extra expense in the order of $2,000.
Donations to cover the cost of re-carpeting the
library would be most welcome.

We are establishing a Recarpeting Project
and welcome any contributions to help fund the
already-installed library carpet tiles or to, in future,
replace the carpet in the sanctuary/lobby and the
rest of the Kiddush Hall building.

With our eyes still on the floor, we have further
realised that the carpet in the sanctuary — our
jewel in the crown — and lobby is in a worse state
than the library prior to installing the new carpet
tiles. The carpet in the sanctuary and lobby was
patched rather than replaced when we did major
renovations ten years ago, and while the carpet
has lasted longer than expected, it is badly worn in
areas, particularly at the joints; a joint in the lobby
is fraying badly and could become dangerous. As
the carpet is too fragile to repair, it will need
replacement soon. All up, we expect to have to

PYGMALION, anyone?
The Malvern Theatre is staging George Bernard
Shaw's timeless classic (the play on which My Fair
Lady is based) from 15-30 April 2016, and
Naomi Keren Black is in the cast. Tickets are $20.
If you'd like to join our LBC group for the last
night (8.15pm, Saturday 30 April), call the LBC
office on 9819 7160 as soon as possible.

14

Contemplation

Eulogies

JEWISH MEMORIAL GARDENS &
BET OLAM JEWISH FUNERALS

If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies,
please ask us.

For more than 100 years, Jewish burials have
been conducted in the beautiful gardens and
surrounds of Springvale Botanical Cemetery.

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals, together with
Springvale Botanical Cemetery seeks to maintain
the customs and traditions of the Jewish people,
to help the mourners provide a funeral for their
loved ones with the greatest respect and dignity
and to support the mourners.

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form
of words is available from the LBC Office

Bet-Olam seeks to honour the wishes of those
people who prefer to be cremated rather than
buried. By making your wishes known, whatever
path you may choose, Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals
can help your family at this most difficult time.

Spirituality Shabbaton: 7 May
10am—5 pm: in a private home.
Cost: $35 or $20 concession
Reserve your place on
www.trybooking.com/GBIO

Established in 1902, Springvale Botanical
Cemetery has a limited supply of burial stock
available for future burials.

Kedem’s service for the Soul.

Jewish Memorial Gardens are in a green, tranquil,
centrally-located position
within the cemetery. Jewish
monumental and headstone
grave positions can be
purchased at today’s prices
with interest free terms and
no ongoing fees. All burial
plots in Victoria are sold in
perpetuity, thereby
eliminating all concerns about limited tenure.

A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush. 10am on the
fourth Shabbat of every month in private Caulfield
South home. All welcome.
For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9822 5802.
Deadline for next Profile
We love contributions from members and
can format your items for you. We are also very
happy to receive photographs of activities, which
we prefer in .jpeg format.

For more information please call Rhonda Nirens
from Bet Olam Jewish Funerals on 9883-6237
to arrange a pre-arranged or pre-paid funeral.
Plots can also be purchased directly through
Springvale Botanical Cemetery by calling
9546 9377.

Please have your articles, letters and
advertisements for the June/July 2016 issue
to the LBC Office before 17 May 2016
Please note our email address is office@lbc.org.au

Thank you for ensuring that your mail reaches us
by always addressing it to:
PO BOX 430, Kew East, Vic 3102.
This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by Ruth Jacobs.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author,
and not necessarily those of the Editor.
Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity.

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for details.

Profile

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au

is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035
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Around LBC

Some happy hosts and participants
at our LBC Annual Brunches.
Thanks to hosts: Margaret Heselev,
Brenda Brook, Sharon Winocur,
Val Silberberg,
Judi Gray and Steve Einfeld,
Ruth Leibowitz and Graeme Jackson,
Barbara and David Mushin,
Sandra Hacker and Ian Kennedy,
Ruth and Michael Taft,
Tanya Warms and Ken Opeskin,
and also, for their organisational help,
Sharon Marmor and Kathy Deutsch.

Great idea!! Book now!!

Zoe Bell at the opening of her
Dreamscape Exhibition
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