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Around LBC - at launch of Jess Solomon’s Ark Exhibition

One of Jess’ Arks: Lost at Sea Forever

Jess (right foreground) with her son Marti
and her mother Barbara Mushin

Lilian Cohen and
Stanley Schwartz

Ruth and Joel Solomon

Sharon Marmor

Water Horse

We congratulate
Jess on a
very successful
exhibition and
wish her ongoing
joy in her career.
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Jess’ proud grandfather, Ron Taft,
contemplates the future of
endangered species as represented by
The Dive of the Big Blue

Profiling Karen Silberberg

The future of our congregation lies in the hands of
our younger generation. Karen, whose children
attended Marg Masur’s classes at the LBC and
children’s services celebrating Jewish festivals, are
now involved with Hebrew classes and Netzer
camps. Karen was invited to join the youth and
education committee which oversees, guides and
determines functions for educational programs
including festival activities, Monday Sh’ma Program
and B’nei Mitzvah training. She is also on LBC’s
membership committee.

seven years. Here she made a career change and
trained to teach English as a second language
which included six weeks studying in London. In
Tel Aviv, Karen taught at the British council,
examined for International English tests and gave
private lessons. She also commenced distance
education studies with Monash University for a post
graduate diploma in Human Resources, ultimately
completing the course in Melbourne.

Frank, a cardiologist, and Val, a research
biochemist, met in Melbourne on Val’s return from
London at the end of 1963 and were married by
Rabbi Sanger at TBI in September 1964. Karen,
b 1969, has two siblings, Andrew b 1968 and Peter
b 1972. She grew up in Balwyn and attended
Fintona Girls School. The children became active
members of Netzer, the camps being a highlight,
and participated in the Machon leadership training
course in Israel on completing school. The family
have been members of LBC from
the mid 60s where all three
children celebrated their B’nei
Mitzvah. Family Shabbats and
celebration of festivals continue to
be an important part of their
Jewish life.

After a brief spell of voluntary work for the Red
Cross using her recruitment skills, Karen returned
to the paid workforce three days a week in 2014 as
a project officer for the Department of Health and
Human Services, North Metro and West Metro
Health. She is now Project Manager for the ‘Out of
Home Care Project’ which is in partnership with
mental health, and alcohol and other drugs (AOD).
This aims to support priority access into child and
adolescent tertiary mental health and youth AOD
services for Child Protection clients
living in residential care.

Traveling was a passion, and subsequent to visiting
SE Asia, Karen was holidaying with friends in the
Sinai where she met a law student from Haifa
Karen, daughter of Val and the late Frank
University, Ayal Marek. In September 2001, they
Silberberg, is a fifth generation Australian on the
married on a kibbutz near Haifa. Ayal completed
maternal side of her family. Samuel Emmanuel
came from the UK to Sydney in 1833 where he was his studies, practiced privately for 12 months then
moved into business development for an IT
joined a couple years later by his wife,
company where Karen set up and ran an English
Dinah Cohen, and eldest child. The family moved
teaching course that focused on language
to Goulburn where Samuel became a successful
necessary for people working in the IT industry.
banker and store owner. Their daughter Phoebe,
b 1843, is Karen’s great, great grandmother.
On a family visit to Melbourne in early 2002, Karen
The Emmanuels financed the trip to the Kimberleys
and Ayal stayed to gain work experience. Karen
under the leadership of Michael Durack which
was appointed a Rehabilitation Consultant with
included two Emmanuel brothers. Both families
Work Solutions (later Medibank Health Services),
acquired property and farmed there.
where she coordinated return to work programs
On the paternal side of the family, Jacob Silberberg under the Work Cover scheme and subsequently
came from Warsaw in 1853 and became a publican became a team manager. For the final three years,
Karen was appointed Recruitment and Induction
and general store owner in the Western District.
Manager for the Allied Health Services team. These
One year later, Hyman Levinson established a
roles were pursued around periods of maternity
business in Ballarat as a watchmaker and jeweller
leave for the births of Maya in 2004, Gali in 2006
and had a tent on the goldfields at the time of the
and Tom in 2008.
Eureka Stockade.

Ayal, b 1970, grew up on Moshav
Hosen in the Northern Galilee and
was educated locally till the final
two years of school. A scholarship
gave him a place at United World
College near Trieste in Italy. Ayal
has established his own company
for research and development for
commercialization of innovative
technologies, particularly in
relation to agriculture, food
technology and water
conservation.

In 1988, Karen commenced a four
year B. App. Sci in Occupational
Therapy (OT) at the Lincoln School
of Health sciences, now La Trobe
University. Her first professional
role was with Vision Australia as a
community OT in Melbourne’s
western suburbs and in western
Victoria. In 1994, Karen made
Aliyah and lived in Tel Aviv for

- Val Silberberg
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Presidential Musings

Kotel at 7 am to attend a service
and show support for the
Women of the Wall. There we
Last Thursday, Reform and
witnessed only a minor incident
Conservative leaders organized an
where an Orthodox woman
egalitarian afternoon prayer service
disrupted the service for a few
at the Western Wall's main plaza.
seconds. However, the sort of
Five hundred people from around the
abuse described above, where
country came to participate. In the
police stood by and allowed violence to be
middle of the singing, dozens of ultra
perpetrated by Jew on Jew is unconscionable.
Orthodox boys and men tried to interrupt the
Ironically the perpetrators of the violence, the ultra
service. They screamed curses and insults, blew
Orthodox, are seeking to block the establishment
whistles, shoved, spat and threw bottles at the
of the egalitarian prayer space. If another prayer
worshippers. Uniformed police officers were
space were established there would be no need for
present, but did not intervene to stop the violence.
the Orthodox and Reform/Conservative to mix at
…
the Kotel. But perhaps this is more about power
Six months ago, the government voted and
and control and the Orthodox do not wish any part
adopted the recommendation to establish a
of the Kotel to be under anyone else’s control.
permanent egalitarian prayer space at the Kotel.
It hasn’t happened yet, and until it does, we won’t If you find this situation unjust, there is something
let up. Join us in this struggle. Sign our
you can do. Please sign the petition http://
petition demanding that Prime Minister Netanyahu salsa3.salsalabs.com/o/50494/p/dia/action3/
honor his commitment for “all Jews to feel at home common/public/?action_KEY=19121 asking Prime
at the Western Wall.”
Minister Netanyahu to honour his promise. Every
signature counts, adding pressure and letting
Your voice matters. Speak up.
Prime Minister Netanyahu know that he is being
watched around the world.
I [Mannie] read this with sadness and dismay.
Regina and I had attended the Beutel Seminar in
On a different topic closer to home, there are
Jerusalem earlier this year in February. There was
pledges for about $4,000 for new carpets in the
great excitement at the time after the announceSanctuary but more is needed. These carpets are
ment from Prime Minister Netanyahu. However, it
in urgent need of being replaced. The cost to buy
was tempered with caution as everyone foresaw
and lay carpet for the Office is about $9,500 and of
many obstacles to be overcome before the
course the Sanctuary will be much more. So please
permanent egalitarian prayer space was in use.
- concludes on page 6
We also rose early one morning to arrive at the
On 20 June I received an email from
IRAC. In it Anat Hoffman wrote:

LBC contact numbers
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black may be reached on
the LBC Office number or on rabbi@lbc.org.au
He is normally unavailable on Thursdays,
except for emergencies.
2015/2016 LBC Executive:
Co- Presidents
Mr Mannie Gross &
Ms Tanya Warms

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals

Vice President
Dr Jim Beck
Co-Hon. Secretaries
Dr Tom Beer

&

Co-Hon. Treasurers
Ms Marlis Cohen

Dr Julie Contole
&

2015/2016 LBC Board:
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky
Dr Michael Polack
Mr Ron Steiner
Ms Lisa Sylvan
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft
Mr Martin Toone

Contact through Office:
T:
9819 7160
F:
9859 5417
Mrs Ruth Jacobs
Ms Inna Lysy
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky

Mr Mark Pryor

Immediate Past President
Mr David Rose
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Admin. Secretary
Resource Officer
CARE group
Library

Rabbinic Reflection
‘WORLD UNION EDITION’ OF MISHKAN
HANEFESH MACHZOR

on Yom Kippur in Temple Times,
with the opportunity for those
who wish to prostrate themselves
as is traditional at that point.

Even though the High Holidays are as late as they
can ever come this year (Erev Rosh Hashanah is on
2 October, and Chanukah doesn’t start until
24 December – and stretches right into 2017!),
they are back at a more usual time in 2017,
starting Wednesday 20 September. But we hope
that they will be distinct in another way, as we plan
to introduce our exciting new High Holiday
Machzor next year, if all goes according to plan.

The afternoon service will be a
shorter and more formal service,
given that the creative part has
been moved to Musaf, and it will
start with the afternoon Torah
reading and of course the Book of
Jonah in a beautiful new
translation. The Eileh Ezkera, telling of the ten
martyrs, has been rewritten, and may be used as a
prelude to Yizkor, since it recalls those who have
died for the sake of their faith.

Rabbi John Levi, Linda Stern and I have been
working on preparing the ‘World Union’ Edition of
the new Mishkan HaNefesh Machzor produced by
the Central Conference of American Rabbis, which
will be a companion volume to the World Union
Edition of Siddur Mishkan T’filah which we have
now been using for six years across Australia, New
Zealand and South Africa.

At LBC you will not have to wait till next year to
see and try out some of the new material as you
will have the opportunity this year, in just a few
months’ time. We will be trialling the Musaf service
after the Yom Kippur morning service, and
shortening the afternoon service to resemble the
new one. We will also be trying out Eileh Ezkera as
the prelude to Yizkor, and we’ll welcome your
feedback on these two innovations as we make the
final decisions and tune up the book ready for
publication.

It will be an attractive book of similar layout to
Mishkan T’filah. However, it will be somewhat
lighter. We are well aware that the Machzor must
be held for extended periods through the day and,
for a book used in only one period of the year,
thinner paper is acceptable and there will also be
about a hundred pages less than the siddur.

Because Yom Kippur is so late in the year, it is also
after the clocks go forward, so the service goes a
little longer this year. We have made our best
estimates on the times of the services, complicated
both by the extra length and the various changes
brought about by the trials. We hope you will be
understanding if the services don’t quite go
according to time as they usually do. But we’ll
make every effort to finish on time!

Like the siddur, the new machzor will be rich with
creative material, much of it new, stimulating and
thought-provoking, whilst we will also keep some
of the best-loved favourites from Gates of
Repentance. There are also informative notes and
sources on most pages.
The changes you’ll notice compared to Gates of
Repentance are, of course, that the language is
degendered and the matriarchs included in the
T’filah, as in the rest of our services. However
there are virtually no changes to the powerful High
Holiday songs and tunes. ‘Avinu Malkeinu’ is not
translated but left as it is.

L’shalom, Rabbi Jonathan

Do you have a family
member who died in the
Shoah (Holocaust)?

Given that the Shofar is the most powerful symbol
of the New Year, it has been spread more widely
than the traditional three parts, Malchyuyot,
Zichronot, Shofarot which have all been blown
after the Torah service. There may be one brief
blow on Erev Rosh Hashanah, and a section
connecting shofar and community early in the
morning service, though the details are still under
discussion.

As the Shoah moves from living experience to
history, we have decided to recall the name of
someone connected to our community who died in
the Holocaust. We will mention one individual or
couple as we say Kaddish at services. Please let
the office know names you would like remembered
in this way – office@lbc.org.au or 9819 7160.

The Yom Kippur day will look a little different. As
well as the Torah readings we have been familiar
with from Gates of Repentance, there are new
alternatives. The ‘Musaf’ additional service will
reappear in the traditional position, after the
morning service. However it is a new, creative
service, going through steps of holiness, including
the familiar enactment of the High Priest’s offering

‘Like’ LBC on Facebook
Did you know Leo Baeck Centre has a Facebook
page? We would love for as many people as
possible in our congregation to ‘like’ it, so you can
stay up to date with our events. Please make sure
your family members ‘like’ us at
www.facebook.com/LeoBaeckCentre today!
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What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

Shabbat morning services

Telelink

Shabbat is the focal point of our week. So, every
Saturday morning, throughout the year, we hold
our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat
candles at 4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and
social topics are offered for discussion. Telelink
provides a wonderful opportunity
for people in our community who
may be isolated in their homes, to
enjoy this weekly program, and to
make contact with one another.

Everyone is welcome, including
cocky ones, and we look
forward to you joining in our
regular prayers and staying
afterwards to share in our
Kiddush, which may be sponsored
in honour of a special occasion in
our community or in the lives of
congregants.

Contact the Office about joining.

LBC High Holiday Choir

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is
normally followed by a shared BYO non-meat
Chavurah lunch at which there is usually a guest
speaker. Join us on 27 August and 24 September
for our next ones.

If you would like to be part of our choir contact
Maurice Duband on funkey@netspace.net.au

Friday Night Kids

Presidential Musings – continued from
page 4

We invite you to bring your younger
family members from 5 to 5.45 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the
month.

do consider donating to this worthwhile project
which will update the look and feel of the
Sanctuary. Please also note that we are
replacing the failed, and expensive to repair,
heating unit in the two larger classrooms with
reverse cycle heating/cooling units.

The activity provides a short opportunity for a story
and some Shabbat songs and sharing candlelighting and challah before going home to your own
Shabbat dinner.

We are excited about the establishment of a new
committee, the LBC Art Collection Committee.
This committee will be responsible for managing
our permanent collection and putting up items
from this permanent collection before and after
the exhibitions organized by our Arts Centre
Committee. If you are interested in being
involved in either committee, please discuss this
with the Office

Shabbat Unplugged
Usually on the third Friday of every month, we
have a musical Erev Shabbat service at 7 pm.
Immediately afterwards we offer a two-course
catered non-meat meal with a
themed menu, at a cost of $14 for
adults and $45 for a family of four.

The House of Study committee organized a very
successful Tikkun session for Shavuot. Do come
along next year if you missed this year!

As always, the service at 7pm is free
to all, but you'll need to book for dinner in advance
at trybooking.com/EGVV (book early to ensure
your place – we are sometimes booked out!).

Sales close at
end August.

And then there’s our Care Committee
Our Care Committee, under the leadership of
Board Member Alan Feldman, offers assistance to
LBC members who need it. This may include
visiting the sick or recently bereaved, assisting
negotiations with aid authorities, or attending
Minyanim here at LBC to help with suppers.
If you need assistance please ring the
LBC Office on 9819 7160 and someone from
the Care Committee will contact you. If you
can help out, we’d love to hear from you.

Order through the LBC Office
or on www.entbook.com.au/181u304
If you prefer a digital membership
you will need to order on-line.

6

What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

House of Studies

Israeli Dancing

7.30 pm Mondays 8,15,22 and 29 August

9.15 am—noon Tuesdays

A Taste of Judaism
Designed for beginners – Jewish or not – this fourpart educational series will explore such topics as
Who is a Jew, Jewish Life Cycle, Jewish History,
Beliefs and Values. With Rabbi Jonathan.
$90

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give
it a go? Would you like to socialise while learning
the latest dances?
The first part of the class is geared to beginners.
Everyone is welcome to join the group.

3 pm Sunday 21 August

New Jewish Care Exercise Class 2016

Flashpoints

Jewish Care offers a combined Strength and
Balance class in 2016!

Dvir Abramovitch introduces and discusses his new
book Flashpoints: Israel, Anti-Semitism and the
Holocaust. Questions and afternoon tea to follow.

This program is
designed to increase
muscular strength along
with dynamic balance,
aiming to make you stronger and reduce your risk
of falling, keeping you healthy and independent
for longer.

10—noon Sunday 18 September
Death and Afterlife in Bible and Jewish Tradition,
with Rabbi Jonathan
2 pm Sunday 25 September

The class operates on a Wednesday morning at
LBC or KHC and is suitable for individuals over the
age of 65 who can access LBC independently.

Laughter Wellness Care talk with Ros Ben-Moshe

Book Club

An Active Living Centre Physiotherapy assessment
is required prior to attending this program.

7.30 am Sunday 21 August
at LBC.

For further information please contact Sandra or
Cassandra at JewishCare’s Active Living Centre on
8517 5400.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks' new book
tries to explain why religion and
violence so often go hand in
glove. Unsurprisingly, he does not
believe that religion is essentially
violent...or is it? Come along to
the discussion and see if you
agree with him!
Kriah mehane

$8 per session

LBCinema 7pm—preceded by Havdalah
6 August: Bonjour Monsieur Shlomi. Comedy
drama about Shlomi, caretaker and mediator for
his dysfunctional family, whose life changes when
he is found to be a genius, and when he
‘discovers’ the girl next door. Entry $10

 קריאה מהנהHappy reading!

27 August: Last Cab to Darwin. Michael Caton
stars in this insightful Australian drama. Entry $10

Active Retirees
We hold our twice-monthly sessions,
normally on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month. You are all
welcome to come along to our talks,
films and games afternoons.
Gold coin donation.

10 September: Judaism in Space—Babylon 5. Two
episodes. Fascinating, fun and Jewish—in space.
Entry $10
24 September: Gett. Tightly wound, brilliantly
acted riveting Israeli drama as a woman seeks to
finalise her divorce. Entry $10 This session is
followed by our S’lichot service. (See page 12)

2 pm Monday 8 August
Rabbi Jonathan talks about Kibbutz, Findhorn and
other Intentional Communities

Stillpoint Yoga meets at LBC at 6.30 pm
on Thursday evenings

2 pm Monday 29 August (special date)
Sarah Mandie and the B'Yachad singers will
entertain us

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of
and bookings for this gentle yoga activity.

Please contact us for information on our activities
in September.
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Community Happenings

Congratulations to

Volunteers

Michele and Allan Goodrich on the
birth of their granddaughter,
Clementine.

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,
Brenda Brook, Marlis Cohen,
Julie Contole, Kathy Deutsch,
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker,
Alison Harcourt,
Albert Isaacs, Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Greg Kerr, Christine Lederman, Gillian Lubansky,
Terri Nathan, Paula Messer,
Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft.

Judith and Andrew Kaye on the birth of their
first grandchild, Victoria.
Tom and Jane Beer on the birth of their third
grandchild, Zoe.
Judi and John Banky and Eric Taft on the birth
of their granddaughter and great-granddaughter,
Ellie.

Donors

Special Birthdays
August:

We sincerely thank all of you who
have made donations to the Leo
Baeck Centre from 14 May to 8 July 2016:

Peter Arnheim, Gisela Bogdan,
Ben Fink, Sandra Hacker,
Carol Hughes, Alec Huze,
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Joseph Joseph, Rachel Markus,
Ahava Spring.

Anonymous, B & S Aarons, A & K Bergman,
H Berryman-Brook, D Brous, M & S Cass,
J & N Davis, G & K Deutsch, L Einfeld,
S Einfeld & J Gray, P & R Eisler, P & H Gardner,
W & C Glaser, M & G Goldblatt,
M Gottlieb-Drucker, S Hacker and I Kennedy,
M Herman, C Holsman, A & R Jacobs, F Kaufman,
A & J Kaye, A & D Kerron, L Klein, M Langley,
P & M Mandie, J Miller & B Mann, P Pryles,
R & E Redlich, D Rooseboom, P & J Schiff,
K Silberberg & A Marek, N Silberberg,
S Silberberg, V Silberberg, R & J Solomon, E Taft,
L & S Taft, I Traeger, T Warms, W Will,
J Winston, G Zyskind.

September: Naomi Black, Michelle Hambur,
Michael Roth, Hannah Simpson.

Special Wedding Anniversaries
September: Vida and Eddie Tavassoli

New Members and Friends
Adam and Kathy Bergman with James
Nathan Engel and Emma Peacock

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.

B’Nei Mitzvah
Rebekah Fink will celebrate her
Bat Mitzvah with us at 10 am on
Saturday 20 August.
We wish her, and her family,
Mazeltov at this special time in
their lives.

Condolences to

And a very special thank you to Gary Adler,
and everyone at The Chocolate Box,
who has been quietly supplying goodies to
’sweeten our services’ and our Festival activities
for many years now.

To Ian and Adina Wolters and family,
on the death of Ian’s mother Heather.
Abe Weinstock and family on the death
of Phoebe.

They support us: please support them.

The family and friends of Margit Korn.
Claire Rosedale and Kim and Paul on the death
of their mother and grandmother, Catherine.
Dorothea Tropp-Boas and family on the death of
her son, Hal.

Once again we thank Paula Messer
for her careful proof-reading
and apologise for any remaining
errors.
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Vale Elie Wiesel: 30 September 1928 - 2 July 2016
(Article thanks to Reuters and Bliss Notes)

Holocaust survivor, activist and writer Elie Wiesel,
who won a Nobel Peace Prize for becoming the lifelong voice of millions of Holocaust victims, has
died.

or discussed his Holocaust experience until
10 years after the war as a part of a vow to
himself. He was 27 years old in 1955 when Night
was published in Yiddish, and Wiesel would later
rewrite it for a world audience. It eventually sold
an estimated 10 million copies.

Wiesel, a philosopher, speaker, playwright and
professor who also campaigned for the tyrannized
and forgotten around the world, was 87.
The Romanian-born Wiesel lived by the credo
expressed in Night, his landmark story of the
Holocaust— "to forget the dead would be akin to
killing them a second time."

"Never shall I forget that night, the first night in
camp, which has turned my life into long night,
seven times cursed and seven times
sealed ...," Wiesel wrote. "Never shall I forget
those flames that consumed my faith forever.
Never shall I forget that nocturnal silence which
deprived me, for all eternity, of the desire to live."
Asked by an interviewer in 2000 why he did not go
insane, Wiesel said, "To this day that is a mystery
to me."

In awarding the Peace Prize in 1986, the Nobel
Committee praised Wiesel as a "messenger to
mankind" and "one of the most important spiritual
leaders and guides in an age when violence,
repression and racism continue to characterize the
world."

In 1985 Wiesel helped break ground in Washington
for the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and in
Wiesel did not waver in his campaign to never let
1986 was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. In typical
the world forget the Holocaust horror. While at the
fashion, he dedicated the prize to all those who
White House in 1985 to receive the Congressional
survived the Nazi horror, calling them "an example
Gold Medal, he even rebuked U.S. President Ronald
to humankind how not to succumb to despair."
Reagan for planning to lay a wreath at a German
cemetery where some of Hitler's notorious Waffen
Wiesel, who became a U.S. citizen in 1963, was
SS troops were buried. "Don't go to Bitburg”,
slight in stature but a compelling figure when he
Wiesel said. "That place is not your place. Your
spoke. With a chiseled profile, burning eyes and a
place is with the victims of the SS."
shock of gray hair, he could silence a crowd by
merely standing up.
Wiesel became close to President Barack Obama
but the friendship did not deter him from criticizing He was often described as sombre. An old friend
U.S. policy on Israel. He spoke out in favor of
once said of him: "I've never seen Elie give a belly
Jewish settlements in East Jerusalem and pushed
laugh. He'll chuckle, he'll smile, there'll be a
the U.S. and other world powers to take a harder
twinkle in his eye. But never a laugh from within."
stance against Iran over its nuclear program.
A few years after winning the peace prize, he
Wiesel attended the joint session of the U.S.
established the Elie Wiesel Foundation for
Congress in 2015 when Israeli Prime Minister
Humanity, which, in addition to Israeli and Jewish
Benjamin Netanyahu spoke on the dangers of
causes, campaigned for Nicaraguan
Iran's program.
Miskito Indians, Cambodian refugees,
Wiesel was a hollow-eyed 16-year-old
victims of South African apartheid and
when he emerged from the newly
of famine and genocide in Africa.
liberated Buchenwald concentration
Wiesel wrote more than 50 books —
camp in 1945. He had been orphaned
novels, non-fiction, memoirs and many
by the Nazis and their identification
with a Holocaust theme — and held a
number was tattooed on his arm as a
long-running professorship at Boston
physical manifestation of his broken
University. In one of his later books,
faith and the nightmares that would
Open Heart, he used his 2011
haunt him throughout his life.
quintuple-bypass surgery as impetus
Wiesel and his family had first been
for reflection on his life.
taken by the Nazis from the village of
"I have already been the beneficiary of
Sighetu Marmatiei in the Transylvania region of
so many miracles, which I know I owe to my
Romania to Auschwitz, where his mother and one
ancestors," he wrote. "All I have achieved has been
of his sisters died. Wiesel and his father, Shlomo,
and continues to be dedicated to their murdered
ended up in Buchenwald, where Shlomo died. In
dreams — and hopes."
Night Wiesel wrote of his shame at lying silently in
his bunk while his father was beaten nearby.
He collected scores of awards and honors, including
an honorary knighthood in Britain.
After the war Wiesel made his way to France,
studied at the Sorbonne and by 19 had become a
Wiesel and wife Marion married in 1969 and their
journalist. He pondered suicide and never wrote of son, Elisha, was born in 1972.
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Our calendar for August . . . .

All Shabbat morning services are led by Rabbi Wed 17 Aug
Jonathan, unless we advise you otherwise.
10.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
Mon 1 Aug
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 2 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 3 Aug
10.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
Thu 4 Aug
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Thu 18 Aug
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)
Fri 19 Aug
9.15 am: Morning walk
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Shabbat Dinner ‘Thai’
(bookings required for dinner)
Sat 20 Aug
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
BM: Rebekah Fink

Fri 5 Aug
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sun 21 Aug
3 pm: Flashpoints: Israel, Anti-Semitism
Sat 6 Aug
and the Holocaust
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
6.30 pm: Sing Along for Tu B’Av (see p 13)
7 pm: LBCinema — Bonjour Monsieur Shlomi
7.30 pm: Book Club
Sun 7 Aug
5 pm: BM reunion event
Mon 8 Aug
2 pm: Active Retirees — Rabbi Jonathan
talks about Kibbutz, Findhorn, and
other Intentional Communities
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
7.30 pm: A Taste of Judaism
Tue 9 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 10 Aug
10.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
Thu 11 Aug
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Mon 22 Aug
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
7.30 pm: A Taste of Judaism
Tue 23 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 24 Aug
10.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
7.30 pm: Board meeting
Thu 25 Aug
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)
Fri 26 Aug
9.15 am: Morning walk

Fri 12 Aug
9.15 am: Morning walk
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program

Sat 27 Aug
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
1 pm: Chavurah lunch with Fine Wine/Fine
Music
7pm: LBCinema — Last Cab to Darwin

Sat 13 Aug
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
6 pm: BM workshop — Tisha B'Av
7.15 pm: Erev Tisha B’Av (PJV),
(see back page)

Mon 29 Aug
2 pm: Active Retirees (special date)
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
7.30 pm: A Taste of Judaism

Mon 15 Aug
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
7.30 pm: A Taste of Judaism

Tue 30 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Tue 16 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Wed 31 Aug
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
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. . . . and September

Courage to Care (see page 16) will be using
LBC facilities for their program from
2 September to 14 October inclusive.
LBC members are encouraged to view their
exhibition during this time.
Closer to the time we will know when school
or community groups will be visiting and
these may be times to not come in.
Thu 1 Sep
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)
Fri 2 Sep
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 3 Sep
10 am: Lay-led Shabbat Morning service

7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Shabbat Dinner ‘Israeli’
(bookings required for dinner)
Sat 17 Sep
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
Sun 18 Sep
10 am: House of Study presents Death
and Afterlife in Bible and Jewish
Tradition, with Rabbi Jonathan
2pm: BM workshop - pre HH
Mon 19 Sep
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 20 Sep
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Mon 5 Sep
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Thu 22 Sep
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Tue 6 Sep
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Fri 23 Sep
9.15 am: Morning walk

Wed 7 Sep
10.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
Thu 8 Sep
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Sat 24 Sep
10 am: Shabbat Morning service
1 pm: Chavurah lunch
7pm: LBCinema — Gett
9—10 pm: S'lichot

Fri 9 Sep
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sun 25 Sep
2 pm: Laughter Wellness — Care Talk

Sat 10 Sep
10 am: Lay-led Shabbat Morning service
7pm: LBCinema — Babylon 5—Judaism in
Space

Mon 26 Sep
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

8 pm 11 September.
Book through: http://
www.memomusichall.com.au/
memo-gig/melbourne-jewishcomedy-festival/

Tue 27 Sep
9 am: Profile mailout
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
6.30 pm: (tbc) Meet the Council candidates
for East Kew with the Kew East
Residents Association

Mon 12 Sep
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class

Wed 28 Sep
7.30 pm: Board meeting

Tue 13 Sep
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Thu 29 Sep
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Wed 14 Sep
Profile Deadline
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Fri 30 Sep
Public Holiday—office closed.
9.15 am: Morning walk
EREV ROSH HASHANAH THIS YEAR IS
SUNDAY NIGHT 2 OCTOBER.

Thu 15 Sep
6.30 pm: Stillpoint Yoga (charges apply)

Financial Members of LBC will have
their High Holiday tickets before then.

Fri 16 Sep
9.15 am: Morning walk
5 pm: Friday Night Kids

See also High Holiday information next page.
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High Holidays at LBC

Full information on times of major services is
shown on the tickets which will be sent to all LBC
financial members in time for Rosh Hashanah.
Tickets are required only for our services for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and not for S’lichot,
Shabbat Shuva or Sukkot.

Wednesday 12 October
Yom Kippur

A full day of prayers and contemplation; join us for
as long as you are able. See the Rabbi’s Report
(page 5) for information about the trials for our
new Machzor. (If you can accept extra guests at
Casual tickets will be available for people who have
table to break the Fast, please tell us.)
not attended our High Holiday services previously.
Please contact the Office in good time if you wish
Sunday 16 October
to acquire such a ticket for relatives or friends.
Erev Sukkot

Please note that our LBC office will be closed
on 3, 4, 12, 17 and 24 October.

Bring your children at 4.30 pm to help decorate our
LBC Sukkah, join in the activities and enjoy a
sausage sizzle at 5.30 followed by a short service,
6.00-6.30 pm.

9 –10 pm: Saturday 24 September
S’lichot
Our late-evening service to usher in the solemn
period of the High Holidays is a special feature of
our religious year. Come along and join us for it, or
stay after our LBCinema session of Gett at 7 pm.

Monday 17 October

Sunday 2 October

Sunday 23 October

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah

Start the year with early evening communal
prayers before going home to share dinner with
your family or friends. (If you can accept extra
guests at table please tell us.)

Come along to our service at 6.30 pm for singing
and dancing with the Torah, as we conclude the
reading of the scroll and re-commence the cycle.

Monday 3 October
Rosh Hashanah

Sukkot
10 am: This service will be held in the Sukkah,
weather permitting.

Tuesday 24 October
Sh’mini Atzeret/Simchat Torah
Our 10 am service includes Yizkor.

Hear the Shofar blown for the New Year at the end
of our service.
Tuesday 4 October
2 Tishrei service only at KEDEM ,
117 Kooyong Road Armadale (not LBC)
We join with Kedem for a creative Rosh Hashanah
service. It is a really refreshing and uplifting
informal service and well worth coming to!
Practise, and join their choir for the day?
Contact Devorah Komesaroff:devkom1@gmail.com
Saturday 8 October
Shabbat Shuva
The most significant Shabbat of our religious year.
Tuesday 11 October
Kol Nidrei
A very moving service, the most solemn of our
year.

Parking on-site at LBC during High Holiday
services is restricted to people with impaired/
reduced mobility.
If you wish to access one of our limited car
park spots, please contact us in good time, for
a permit. Preference will be given to members
holding disabled stickers.
If you are parking in the local streets, please
observe all local parking restrictions, and be
sympathetic to the access needs of our
neighbours.
Does your family hold any copies of Gates of
Repentance (our High Holiday Prayerbook) which
you no longer require? We can use them (possibly
for the last time! See page 5).
Please leave large bags at home. Also, please do
not leave bags unattended at any time! Be aware
that our security guards may wish to check
the contents of your bags.
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New Security Gates for LBC Car Park

There has been a greater use of our building by
local community groups The increasing age of
members/users makes them vulnerable to attack
at night if they park in the dimly lit streets.

In order to ensure the safety of our people and
property, we have obtained a grant through the
Community Safety Fund Grants 2015-16 from the
State Justice and Regulation Department on advice
of CSG and Boroondara Police, to upgrade our
gates that lead to our driveway.
As a Jewish religious organisation, we are very
conscious of security matters. In recent months we
have been advised by our Community Security
Group (CSG) that they assess the threat level to
Jewish facilities as having increased. The security
of our building is compromised by having a driveway to a rear car park that is outside the view of
the building occupants. The fact that we have only
a manual gate results in our often having to choose
between the security of our car park entrance and
the accessibility of our building to users. The
situation is affected/complicated by the fact that
there is permit-only parking in our street after
8 pm each evening. Those who attend evening
functions need to use our car park, but we also
need a mechanism for remotely locking and
opening the gate. During the day, a remotely
operated gate with an intercom link to the office
area will enable staff to monitor and control entry
by visitors and tradespeople to our premises.

Therefore, in late August 2016, our current gates
will be replaced by automatic sliding gates (similar
to that pictured).
The new gates can be
opened by Rabbi
Jonathan and office
staff remotely. Those
who want access to
the back car park
when the gates are
closed will have to
announce themselves
via a video camera
located in the driveway just in front of the gates.
However, the new gates will be left open during
times of heavy traffic such as during Shabbatot,
Yom Tovim or other activities such as Israeli
Dancing classes, etc.
Thank you for your patience while we get used to
the new gates.

Rabbi Gersh Lazarow of Temple Beth Israel is organising and leading an
Israel Family Trip for January 2017.
Rabbi Gersh and his family are planning this exciting educational journey
together with the KDS Parents' Association.
There is limited space for a few more families or individuals to join in.
If you would like to go, please check TBI’s website: www.tbi.org.au
and contact Rabbi Gersh very soon on gersh.lazarow@tbi.org.au

Book Of Remembrance
This is the memorial booklet
used during our Yizkor service
on Yom Kippur.
PJV will contact people who have
previously listed the names of
loved ones to arrange the
renewal of the listing.
If you have not previously
included the names of your
loved ones in this booklet,
please contact
admin@pjv.org.au well before
26 August - the closing date for
entries and payments for this
year.
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We promised you . . . .

O

n the occasion of the 68th anniversary of
the establishment of the State of Israel,
Rebecca and I would like to congratulate
the government and people of Israel on
this celebration of their independence and also
remember the men, women and children who gave
their lives for the State of Israel.

Maccabean Revolt. According to another theory,
the Bene Israel came to India in the 10th century
BCE during the reign of King Solomon, as sailors in
King Solomon’s merchant fleet. They were shipwrecked, lost all their belongings including the holy
books and were washed ashore at Nowgaon, on the
Konkan coast, south of Bombay. The survivors,
seven men and seven women, buried their dead in
Rebecca and I would like to thank LBC for inviting
the village of Nowgaon, which later became the
us to speak on the Jews of India and to all of you
Bene Israel cemetery. We evolved quite uniquely,
for being here tonight. While we have tried to
without many of the holidays, rituals, and rabbinic
ensure that all historical facts are well sourced, we
rulings introduced meanwhile in the European
are not historians and have relied on the works of
Jewish Diaspora. However, we remembered the
other learned scholars and academics.
‘Shema’, observed Shabbat, celebrated Passover,
There are three major Indian Jewish communities – circumcised male children on the 8th day, followed
marriage and burial rites and kept Kosher.
the Bene Israel, the Cochini and the Baghdadi
Jews. As Rebecca and I belong to the Bene Israel
The Bene Israel took to oil pressing and
Indian community, I will elaborate more on the
agriculture, including coconut plantations. They
Bene Israel. Later, Rebecca will talk about some of
had brought with them the art of pressing oil from
her memories growing up in Bombay and also our
olives. They worked for six days of the week and
experiences as Bene Israel Jews.
kept their establishments closed on Saturdays.
Hence the neighbours called them “Shanwar Teli”
To many people it is a matter of surprise to learn
meaning Saturday Oilmen. The descendants of the
that there have been Jews settled in India for
original settlers adopted the customs, dress,
many centuries. They arrived in India during
different periods and flourished in different parts of language, and cuisine of the local people including
not eating beef out of respect for their Hindu
India.
neighbours.
Cochini Jews lived in the city of Cochin in south
India. There are several theories about their origin The Bene Israel used the surnames derived from
the names of the villages they resided in. The
appearing in traveller’s accounts and in Hebrew
surnames generally comprised of the name of the
chronicles from the Malabar coast of India, some
written as early as the 17th century. Some records village and the suffix “kar” signifying belonging to
say the first Jews sailed to South India on the ships or from.
of King Solomon; others say they came during the
There is no written record establishing when the
Babylonian exile; others, that they fled to Malabar
Bene Israel first came in contact with the Cochini
after the destruction of the Second Temple; and
Jews but tradition recounts a Cochini Jew named
yet another refers to a 4th century migration from
David Rahabi who identified the Bene Israel as
Majorca. At their height in the 1940s, Cochini Jews
Jews on the basis of their observances. He is also
numbered about 3000. As of October 2015, there
supposed to have put the Bene Israel to the test by
were only six Cochini Jews in Cochin.
bringing them a basket full of assorted fish to be
cooked for him. He observed that the women
The most recent Jewish community to settle in
separated the non kosher fish and only cooked the
India is that from Iraq and Syria often termed
Baghdadis. This community developed as a result kosher fish which convinced Rahabi of their
of Jews fleeing persecution in Muslim lands. These Jewishness.
Jews migrated to two major cities in India, Calcutta
The earliest Cochini document mentioning the Bene
(Kolkata) and Bombay (Mumbai), from the 18th
Israel is a report of celebrated Cochini merchant
century. A leader of the Baghdadi community in
Ezekiel Rahabi to the Jews in Amsterdam in 1768
India was David Sassoon, who arrived in Bombay
stating that the Bene Israel were being instructed
in 1832 to pursue his commercial interests in East
in the Jewish religion and its practices.
Asia. Besides establishing prayer houses and
Under the influence of the British, the Bene Israel
synagogues, the Sassoon dynasty built hospitals,
began to move out of the Konkan to the cities. By
libraries and schools for the benefit of Jews and
the 20th century, the majority of the Bene Israel
non Jews alike.
lived in Bombay and had also developed
The largest community of Jews in India is that of
communities in cities such as Pune, Ahmedabad,
the Bene Israel (Children of Israel) who claim
New Delhi and Karachi (which was part of India
descent from one of the ‘Lost Tribes’ of Israel.
prior to the India Pakistan partition in 1947).
Some believe that their ancestors escaped by sea
As a general rule, the prejudice and persecution
from the northern kingdom in 175 BCE during the
that affected other Diaspora Jews did not affect us
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, prior to the
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. . . . Rebecca and Joseph Joseph on the Jews of India.

in India. However, in 1947 during the India/
Pakistan partition, my parents were forced to leave
Karachi with whatever they could carry, while their
home and assets were taken over by their Muslim
neighbours. They came to Bombay as refugees and
had to start afresh.

Joseph and
Rebecca Joseph
spoke about their
Bene Israel
heritage at this
year’s LBC
Yom Ha’atzmaut
dinner.

At its peak the population of the Bene Israel
community was around 20,000. Today, there are
approximately 5000 Bene Israel in Bombay.
- Joseph Joseph

S

ome of my memories growing up in
Bombay, now Mumbai, include a
traditional but not overly orthodox
upbringing. In our house we maintained
Kosher, observed Shabbat to a point, High Holy
days and most other festivals, rituals and customs.
Every Shabbat was special as my grandma and
mum together cooked a special kosher goat meat
curry, coconut rice and salad. Sweet Puris, which is
sweet dough rolled into small pancakes and deep
fried were also made and my sisters and I were
often asked to help roll the dough. Mum lit the
Shabbat oil lamps, Dad said the blessings over
bread, wine, ha’etz and hadama and we all sang
the Ig daal Elohim in the unique Bene Israel tune
which we sing to this day in our home.

celebrations and the seven rounds of dancing with
the Torah went on to way past midnight. Various
street food stalls were set up on the grounds of the
synagogue and that was the one day that my
father never said ‘No’ to any request for food or
money.
An interesting feature of Bene Israel religious
worship is the intense belief in Eliyahoo Hannavi or
Prophet Elijah who throughout Jewish history has
been associated with relieving Israel’s suffering
and speeding up the day of redemption.

On many life cycle events or simply as thanksgiving on fulfilment of a vow, a ‘malida’ ceremony
is done in his honour. A malida is nothing but a
sweet offering on a large platter. A respected male
is selected to lead the chant over the offering and
When came the time for Rosh Hashana, the old
participants repeat the words ‘Eliyahoo Hanavi’
family tailor was summoned and new clothes were
after each verse. In my parent’s house, a malida
stitched for us all. The day before Rosh Hashana, a
was done on every first Saturday of the month.
huge pot of sweet thick coconut milk, sugar and
This is a memory very close to my heart and to this
flour mixture was put on a coal fire and stirred for
date we do a malida in our home on auspicious
hours with a long handled oar like wooden spoon to
occasions.
make the halwa which was later distributed to
family, friends and neighbours.
Growing up, my sisters and I were surrounded by
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Parsis and
The High Holy day synagogue morning services
others and quite often we were the only Jewish
started pre-dawn and my father would leave very
students at any given time in school and
early giving us women a fixed time to get there by.
university. Our parents repeatedly impressed on us
If we arrived any later and dared to meet his eye
that although we should respect all other religions,
in the gents’ section, we would catch a look of
we should never forget that we are Jewish. I
absolute disgust and shame on his face. The
remember that when still quite young, my father
Tashlich short service later on Rosh Hashana day
had, in no uncertain terms told us four sisters that
was well attended too as it was an opportunity for
he expected us to marry Jewish and would cut off
eligible young men and women to be noticed and
all ties with us if we married otherwise. I thank
set up, an opportunity a father like mine with four
God that he got his wish.
daughters was not likely to pass up.
In Australia, we regularly get asked about our
Yom Kippur meant wearing white to the
Jewish heritage by other Jewish people; often from
synagogue, fasting, asking for forgiveness and
genuine interest and an awareness of the Bene
then breaking fast and feasting among other things
Israel Indian Jews and at other times from a place
on homemade, freshly squeezed and chilled, very
of total ignorance and scepticism. It was at an LBC
tasty blackcurrant juice. Shemini Azeret and
Brunch that I was asked by one of the guests:
Simchat Torah was a fun time for all as the
- concludes at bottom of page 16
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And in our wider community; study and travel opportunities . .

Leo Baeck Centre is pleased to host the
COURAGE TO CARE EXHIBITION
and EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
Monday 5 September – Friday 14 October

Courage to Care is an award-winning
education program developed and delivered
by an amazing team of trained volunteers and
supported by a travelling exhibition which
educates Australians about racism, bigotry
and bullying, and promotes respect for
diversity. It inspires Australians to understand
that each person can make a difference by
choosing to be an ‘Upstander’ in the face of
prejudice and bullying.
Central to the program are the stories of
courageous people who saved Jews during
World War Two, often at great personal risk,
told through the testimony of Holocaust
survivors whose lives were saved by the
extraordinary actions of ordinary people.
The exhibition includes a new, completely
redesigned contemporary display with
interactive technology.
Free to the general public.
View a 5 minute YouTube clip providing insight on
the Program: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=WlA3HoAnbCE

“How do you get to be Jewish?”.
I instinctively felt my host, seated between us,
cringe with embarrassment. We have sometimes
been told “we don’t look Jewish”. This experience is
not uncommon for Bene Israelis the world over. I
recently read a book called “Burnt Bread and
Chutney — a memoir of an Indian Jewish
Childhood" by Carmit Delman who grew up in
America and Israel and is the daughter of a Bene
Israel mother and Eastern European father. I would
like to quote a small passage from that book….
“‘Why don’t you look Jewish?’ people often asked
us. ‘What does Jewish look like?’ we wanted to say
in return. ‘Judaism ....is not a look.’

what made us non-white. Their assumptions drew
a distinct line between us and them."
In the year 2000 the Australian Jewish News
included a small article titled “Curry Not Gefilte
Fish” on the Bene Israel Jews. It also had a photo
taken at my daughter Shifra’s Bat Mitzvah party.
Not being a subscriber to the Jewish News myself
and not knowing then how widely distributed it
was, I was surprised when I received a phone call
from my friend informing me of the article and title
and jokingly saying we were now famous. The first
thing I said to her was …..“What is Gefilte Fish”?

From the outside, no matter what the gradations of
our Jewish heritage, the shadow of Indian brown in
our skin causes some to automatically perceive us
“But they asked this because most of the Jews they
as non-Jewish. . . . Still, we trek through life with
saw around them in America were descended from
the spirit of a Jew, fleshed out by the unique
Eastern Europe and they assumed that those
challenges and wonders of a combined Indian,
people defined Jews all over the world. When we
Jewish and Australian tradition.
explained that we were the mixture of an Indian
Jew and an Eastern European Jew, people
- Rebecca Joseph
automatically identified us by the brownness and
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Contemplation

Eulogies

The Project
continues to try to
find work for
asylum seekers. If
you are able to
help, please
contact them on 9696 2107 or 0417 521 534 for
details of people seeking placements.

If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies,
please ask us.

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre
Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form
of words is available from the LBC Office

Deadline for next Profile
We love contributions from members and
can format your items for you. We are also very
happy to receive photographs of activities, which
we prefer in .jpeg format.

Kedem’s service for the Soul.
A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush. 10am on the
fourth Shabbat of every month in a private home
in Caulfield South. All welcome.

Please have your articles, letters and
advertisements for the October/November 2016
issue
to the LBC Office before 14 September 2016
Please note our email address is office@lbc.org.au

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9576 2277.

Thank you for ensuring that your mail reaches us
by always addressing it to:
PO BOX 430, Kew East, Vic 3102.
This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by Jon Taft and Ruth Jacobs.

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author,
and not necessarily those of the Editors.
Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity.
Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for details.

Profile

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au

is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035
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I have zero-tolerance for anti-Semitism in my city

Last Sunday I was honoured to attend the annual
Iftar at Finchley Reform Synagogue, one of a
number where I have been welcomed in my first
Ramadan as mayor of London.
During my time there, it was inspiring to hear that
the synagogue has been hosting local Somali
Bravanese worshippers since their community
centre was burned down in an arson attack three
years ago. Many of these individuals had never set
foot in a synagogue before, but now friendships
have developed over shared meals, and the two
communities held an Interfaith Succot Festival at a
local shopping mall last year.

never be justified, and I will be encouraging other
mayors across the country and Europe to sign the
pledge. We must work together to root out antiSemitism wherever we find it – and, yes – that
includes within the Labour Party.
Most importantly, I want to give victims the
courage and support they need to report each and
every incident.

The Community Security Trust (CST), working with
our police officers, does excellent work in
reassuring and encouraging victims to come
forward. One of the great things about the CST is
that they have always been willing to share their
This is just one example I’ve witnessed through my knowledge and expertise to help other
communities set up similar organizations, and I
attendance at a wide variety of Iftars this
hope this continues.
Ramadan, of faith groups coming together. It has
been humbling to see people from many backAs MP for Tooting I joined local school students on
grounds finding common ground as we break the
an HET trip to Auschwitz-Birkenau and saw at first
fast. London’s greatest strength is our diversity
hand the great work of organizations like the
and it’s wonderful to see Londoners celebrating our
Holocaust Educational Trust ensuring young people
capital’s different traditions, determined to stand
learn and understand what happened during this
up to division.
dark time. With anti-Semitism on the rise again,
As a British Muslim, I am no stranger to prejudice. this work is now more important than ever.
I know what it’s like to be discriminated against
The Board of Deputies also does fantastic work to
just because of your background or religion. That’s
help protect Jewish communal interests and it’s a
why I promise to fight racism in all its forms and
pleasure to be able to work with them, as well as
will make challenging the alarming rise in antigroups like Mitzvah Day, and all of London’s faith
Semitism in recent years a priority.
communities, to promote unity and understanding
across our city.
In my first weeks as mayor I am proud to have
signed the Mayors United Against Anti-Semitism
I am proud that London is a city where, the vast
pledge.
majority of the time, Jews, Christians, Muslims,
Sikhs, Buddhists, those who are not members of
Sadly, for many people here in London, antiSemitism is a very present problem. Over the past an organized faith, black, white, rich, young, gay,
five years, anti-Semitic offenses in the capital have lesbian – don’t simply tolerate each other, but
increased by 153 percent with 267 more offenses
respect, embrace and celebrate each other.
in 2015 compared to 2011. There are schools in
I want to send a message around the world by
London that need security simply because they are
being the London mayor of Islamic faith who does
Jewish faith schools. There are places of worship
more to protect Jewish Londoners from antithat require protection simply because they are
Semitism than any mayor in this city’s history. Any
synagogues. This simply isn’t good enough.
attack on Jewish people or the Jewish community
should be considered an attack on all of London’s
I am adopting a strict zero-tolerance approach to
communities and everything we stand for.
anti-Semitism and all hate crime – whether it’s on
the basis of someone’s age, sexuality, gender,
The horrific murder of MP Jo Cox is a brutal
religion, race, nationality or disability.
reminder that there are people who are determined
I want our police officers to have the resources and to perpetuate hatred and ignorance. I knew Jo as a
fearless campaigner working on behalf of some of
training they need to investigate hate crime fully,
and to ensure we have neighbourhood police teams the world’s poorest and most marginalized people
– her death has strengthened and renewed my
that understand and reflect the communities they
serve. I am also looking at what more can be done own determination to fight hate crime in all its
forms.
to protect people on public transport and to work
with Transport for London and the British Transport
Everyone has a part to play – so let’s work
Police to stamp out hate crime and reassure
together and ensure that London continues to be a
passengers.
global beacon of tolerance, acceptance and
respect.
We need to send the message far and wide that
anti-Semitism is totally unacceptable and can
- Sadiq Khan, Lord Mayor of London
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Don’t miss . . . .
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