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EREV SHAVUOT AT L.B.C. Saturday 11 June

7.00 pm

SHAVUOT SEDER – come and enjoy the foods,
grains and spices associated with Shavuot.

9.00 pm - 12.01 am

SHAVUOT TIKKUN – this traditional study session is always
a popular event at LBC.

Come for the full three hours, or come for a brief time; but do come and learn.
There will be plenty of breaks for cheesecake and cheese between the study sessions.
This year’s theme is: FROM MOSES TO MOSES THERE WERE NONE LIKE MOSES
THE BIBLICAL MOSES
MOSES MAIMONIDES
MOSES MENDELSSOHN
MOSES RINTEL: Melbourne’s Very First Rabbi

speaker:
speaker:
speaker:
speaker:

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black
Mannie Gross
Marlis Cohen
Albert Isaacs

SHAVUOT MORNING Sunday 12 June
10 am: Service
10.30 am: Shavuot workshop Chagim and ice cream factory for our
younger members
31 – 37 Harp Road, Kew East Vic 3102
Telephone: 03 9819 7160
Website: www.lbc.org.au
Email: office@lbc.org.au

Fax: 03 9859 5417

Presidential Musings

thousand years ago. Part of that
celebration is the obligation to
teach and remind our children of
the importance of freedom for
everyone. It is an amazing
tradition, unique in world.
Unique among our Progressive
communities in Melbourne, LBC
offers a community first night Seder for its
members and visitors. It was heartening to have
over 40 people attend this year, including visitors
from the US on vacation in Australia.

What a busy couple of months it has
been at LBC! We had a very
successful, enjoyable and full-house
Purim Spiel on 24 March. Six days
later we held our AGM. Newly elected
to positions were Tanya Warms as
Co-President, Jim Beck as Vice
President, Mark Pryor as
Co-Treasurer, Gillian Lubansky and
Michael Polack as Board members.
We also thanked outgoing Board member and
Chair of the House Committee, George Deutsch, for
his enormous and tireless contribution over the
past 11 years on Board.

On 11 June LBC will be partaking in a much
younger traditional celebration of Tikkun Leil
Shavuot; a tradition only some five hundred years
old. Our theme for this year is “From Moses to
Moses, there were none like Moses”. There will be
presentations by members of our community on
the Biblical Moses, Moses Maimonides,
Moses Mendelssohn and Moses Rintel.
Interspersed with lots of cheese cake and blintzes
this will be a night of enjoyment and learning. If
you have never attended a Tikkun Leil Shavuot this
will be an ideal opportunity as the following day
(Sunday) is for most of us not a work day.

With thanks to Rabbi Jonathan for organizing it, on
8 May over 80 people came to at LBC and
thoroughly enjoyed the only Melbourne
performance of US comedian Joel Chasnoff.
Our traditional Yom Ha’atzmaut commemoration
was attended by over 40 people. For ten years at
this time, we have organized talks about Jews in
other countries who have a connection to Israel.
Thanks to Albert Isaacs, and to Rebecca and
Joe Joseph for a wonderful night of Indian food
and for their fascinating talk about the history
and life of the Jews of India.

At the advice of Community Security Group
Victoria, Boroondara Police and one of our
members who works for the police, in order to
improve security, particularly for those working in
the Office, we shall be installing automatic gates
for the driveway over the next few months. A grant
from the State government has helped us pay for
most of the cost. Further details in the next Profile.

Pesach, our celebration of freedom from slavery,
has come and gone. The traditional Seder and
Haggadah were developed by our rabbis after the
destruction of Second Temple in 70 CE. Yet Pesach
was celebrated for many hundreds of years prior.
For over two thousand years Jews have been
celebrating an event that took place over three

LBC contact numbers
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black may be reached on
the LBC Office number or on rabbi@lbc.org.au
He is normally unavailable on Thursdays,
except for emergencies.
2015/2016 LBC Executive:
Co- Presidents
Mr Mannie Gross &
Ms Tanya Warms

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals

Vice President
Dr Jim Beck
Co-Hon. Secretaries
Dr Tom Beer

&

Co-Hon. Treasurers
Ms Marlis Cohen

Dr Julie Contole
&

2015/2016 LBC Board:
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky
Dr Michael Polack
Mr Ron Steiner
Ms Lisa Sylvan
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft
Mr Martin Toone

Contact through Office:
T:
9819 7160
F:
9859 5417
Mrs Ruth Jacobs
Ms Inna Lysy
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky

Mr Mark Pryor

Immediate Past President
Mr David Rose
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Admin. Secretary
Resource Officer
CARE group
Library

Rabbinic Reflection
world's hottest month on record,
say leading climate scientists, and
it is not just because of the
El Nino.

Some Moral Questions about Climate
Change
In the lull between Pesach to Shavuot, and the
month of Elul leading to Rosh Hashanah and
another new year, Rabbis have the luxury to
consider and reflect on the wider state of the
world. There are various matters of great concern
– and each has a ‘Jewish take’ of course. Australia,
like LBC, is an aging community which has to
consider how it will support a growing proportion of
older citizens or members from a diminishing
number of younger ones.

Key points:

Global temperatures in
2015 were the hottest in
modern times

Latest data for February
2016 shows it was the world's
hottest month on record

2016's El Nino weaker than past ones,
signalling
it is not the only reason for rise in
Given that, our resistance to welcoming refugees is
temperature
all the more strange. And of course the terrible and
Global temperatures in 2015 were the
ongoing violence by ISIS and other parties such as 
hottest in modern times, breaking 2014's
Syria, which is greatly exacerbating the number of
record by a large margin.
refugees and asylum seekers, is getting very little
world-wide response and anger, especially
And now satellite data on atmospheric
compared to the vastly disproportionate response
temperatures has shown 2016 is off to an even
when Israel defends itself against relentless
hotter start. Professor of Atmospheric Science at
Palestinian terror attacks.
the University of Melbourne, David Karoly, said the
The horrendous Zika virus is not yet directly
threatening us, at least down here in Melbourne,
though it is bigger news in tropical Queensland –
and being taken very seriously in the US with over
a billion dollars being directed to trying to address
it. Meanwhile, the world’s economy seems still to
be very fragile, even eight years after the GFC, and
some are warning of another collapse, from which
the ongoing resources demands in China would not
be able to save us this time.

El Nino of 1997-98 was stronger than 2016,
leading them to believe there are other reasons for
the rise in heat. He said the El Nino effect was a
major factor in 1998 when a previous record for
the hottest month ever was set.

The climate is changing so fast (dramatically and
noticeably in the space of half my life) that we
must surely listen to experts such as David Spratt
and our own Tom Beer, and recognise that we are
facing a worldwide climate emergency. And if this
is so, then Australia, and all the world’s nations
and population must respond appropriately –
rapidly and substantially.

"And when we compare 2016 temperatures to
1998 temperatures 18 years later, we see they're
about one to two tenths of a degree warmer and
that's exactly what we would expect from global
warming.”

"So February of 2016 was even hotter globally than
any of the months in 1997 and 1998 associated
with this previous El Nino," Professor Karoly said.
"And this year's El Nino is weaker than the El Nino
of 1997-98 so we know something else is going on.
But all these issues depend on the assumption that It could be natural variability but in practice when
we look at the long-term records we know that
it should be business as usual for the world. So I
return to what I believe is truly the greatest threat global warming due to increasing green house
gases has been causing long-term warming of
not only to us but to the world that we have
about nine tenths of a degree over the last 100
inhabited at least from the beginning of the
years.
Israelite story.

ABC News reported that we have just had the
hottest March on record, reaching 1.7 degrees
Celsius above the long-term average. This eclipsed
the 1986 record of 1.67 degrees above the
average, the Bureau of Meteorology said in
its monthly climate report. The unusual heat was
particularly noticed in the Top End, where the
failure of the monsoon allowed temperatures to
creep up. This, coupled with a high pressure
system off the east coast of Australia, caused a
heatwave strong enough to prompt the Bureau to
issue a special climate statement about the
phenomenon.

This is a moral obligation, in my opinion, and we
will be hosting an important seminar here at LBC
on 23 July – ‘Some Moral Issues about Climate
Change’ after the Shabbat service and BYO lunch,
from 1.30-4.30pm, with our co-President
Mannie Gross and Professor David Karoly.
Here are some excerpts from the media:
The Sydney Morning Herald reports the Bureau of
Meteorology as saying that October 2015 blew
away heat records for any month of any year. The
latest data for February 2016 shows it was the

- continued on page 11
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What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

Shabbat morning services

Telelink

Shabbat is the focal point of our week. So, every
Saturday morning, throughout the year, we hold
our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat
candles at 4.45 pm. Philosophical,
religious, and social topics are offered for discussion. Telelink
provides a wonderful opportunity
for people in our community who
may be isolated in their homes, to
enjoy this weekly program, and to
make contact with one another.

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you
joining in our regular prayers and staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush, which may be
sponsored in honour of a special occasion in our
community or in the lives of congregants.
Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is
normally followed by a shared BYO non-meat
Chavurah lunch at which there is usually a guest
speaker. Join us on 25 June and 23 July for our
next ones.

Friday Night Kids
We invite you to bring your younger
family members from 5 to 5.45 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the month.
The activity provides a short opportunity
for a story and some Shabbat songs and
sharing candle-lighting and challah before going
home to your own Shabbat dinner.

Shabbat Unplugged
Usually on the third Friday of every month, we
have a musical Erev Shabbat service at 7 pm.
Immediately afterwards we offer a two-course
catered non-meat meal with a themed menu, at a
cost of $14 for adults and $45 for a family of four.
As always, the service at 7pm is free to all, but
you'll need to book for
dinner in advance at trybooking.com/
EGVV (book early to ensure your
place – we are sometimes booked
out!).

And then there’s our Care Committee
Our Care Committee, under the leadership of
Board Member Alan Feldman, offers assistance to
LBC members who need it. This may include
visiting the sick or recently bereaved, assisting
negotiations with aid authorities, or attending
Minyanim here at LBC to help with suppers.
If you need assistance please ring the
LBC Office on 9819 7160 and someone from
the Care Committee will contact you. If you
can help out, we’d love to hear from you.
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Contact Dorothea on 9836 7741 about joining.

BRING A BIT MORE FREEDOM TO THE WORLD
IN THE OMER!
From Pesach we will have counted seven weeks,
the Omer period, to get to Shavuot, the festival of
wheat harvest and of course the Giving of Torah.
If you’d like to send a contribution to our Tzedek
fund, we could choose
seven appropriate
recipients and spread a
bit more freedom in the
world between Pesach
and Shavuot on your
behalf.

Shavuot
See front page for full details of our Shavuot
services and activities.

Visiting Rabbi
Rabbi John Levi is scheduled to lead our Shabbat
morning services on:

11 June

25 June

2 July

What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

House of Studies

New Jewish Care Exercise Class 2016

1.30—4.30 pm Saturday 23 July

After a successful trial in 2015 Jewish Care is
offering a combined Strength and Balance
class in 2016!

Some Moral Questions around the Climate Change
Debate. Mannie Gross and David Karoly.

This new program is
designed to increase
muscular strength along
with dynamic balance, aiming to make you
stronger and reduce your risk of falling, keeping
you healthy and independent for longer.

See insert this issue.

Book Club
10.30 am Sunday 26 June
at LBC.

The class operates on a Wednesday morning at
LBC and is suitable for individuals over the age of
65 who can access LBC independently.

Fay Kaufman will lead our
discussion on Noah Gordon’s novel
The Last Jew which set in
15th century Spain, in the time of
the Inquisition, when the Jews
were expelled. It tell the story
of the life of a Jewish boy named
Yonah Toledano.

An Active Living Centre Physiotherapy assessment
is required prior to attending this program.
For further information please contact Sandra or
Cassandra at JewishCare’s Active Living Centre on
8517 5400.

Stillpoint Yoga meets at LBC at 6.30 pm
on Thursday evenings

Active Retirees
We hold our twice-monthly sessions, on the second
and fourth Mondays of the month. You are all
welcome to come along to our talks, films and
games afternoons.
Gold coin donation.

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of
and bookings for this gentle yoga activity.

No session on 13 June;
Queen’s Birthday Holiday

LBCinema resumes 5 June
Our 2016 winter series starts with ‘When Jews
were Funny’ which surveys the history of Jewish
comedy, from the early days of the 'Borsht belt'
in the Catskills to the present. Entry $10

2 pm Monday 27 June
Sid Bloch will entertain us with
stories about some of his travels

Saturday 9 July: ‘Woman in Gold.’ Maria Altman
(played by Helen Mirren) seeks to regain a worldfamous Klimt painting of her aunt, plundered by
the Nazis during World War II. Entry $10

2 pm Monday 11 July
Sister Bridget Arthur will be speaking about the
Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project
1.30 pm Monday 25 July
Film: details to be advised

Once again in
2016!
Don’t miss out

LBC Walking Group
Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to, and
wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so
please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.

Israeli Dancing
9.15 am—noon Tuesdays

$8 per session

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it
a go? Would you like to join with others in
dancing weekly and learn the latest dances?
The first part of the class is geared to those who
are beginners. There are short breaks for drinks
and socialising.

Order through the LBC Office
or on www.entbook.com.au/181u304
If you prefer a digital membership
you will need to order on-line.

Everyone is welcome to join the group.
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Profiling Margaret Masur

environmental science. They have two children,
Jonah (10) and Holly (9). Daron and his wife
Danielle also have two children, Stella (13) and
Lily (10) and Daron is kept very busy organizing
two pizza shops.

Many LBC parents will remember enjoying
Margaret’s weekly sessions for children aged 3 to 7
years, watching from the sidelines as their children
were introduced to Jewish culture.

Margaret’s professional life has revolved around
care, from kinder teaching to working in aged care. Subsequent to a reorientation teaching course, in
1972 Margaret returned to the workforce two days
Margaret’s maternal grandparents, Joseph and
a week at the Mt Waverly kinder prior to
Vally Markus, came from Breslau where the Markus
commencing at the King David School in 1980.
family resettled after losing everything in German
Kattowitz during WW1. Joseph was one of nine
A change in direction followed in 1994 when
siblings including Kathy Deutsch’s maternal grand- Margaret pursued a graduate course in ageing and
father, and their father Heiman was a religious
recreation. This initially led to a role in helping
cantor. Joseph and Vally’s daughter Gerda, was
establish a dementia unit to be coordinated with an
born in 1912 in Kattowitz, attended school in
aging hostel and subsequently as an aged care
Breslau and grew up in a strictly kosher home.
coordinator for residents in an aged care facility.
On completing school, Gerda, a staunch Zionist,
As a child, Margaret enjoyed services at TBI and
helped in the family business involving ownership
when living in Canterbury she attended Sunday
of apartments and a private hospital with its own
school at TBI where she was confirmed. Her family
synagogue for use of both family and patients.
were very involved in the early days of the LBC
where her father chaired the Sunday School
Fred (Siegfried) Blassberg, Margaret’s father and
Committee. Margaret helped take children from
only child of Max and Florentine, was born in
Francis Barkman House (a Balwyn home for Jewish
Breslau in 1903 and recalled living on the town
children rescued from Europe) to the local park and
square. Fred studied economics in Breslau and
was also involved in the Camberwell youth group.
subsequently worked for his father, a suit
Later she attended B’nai B’rith Youth and Jewish
manufacturer. Fred and Gerda married in Breslau
study group and she has been a member of the
in 1934. In 1938 they ventured forth on a one
LBC Care Group for about 10 years.
week flight to Australia to join Gerda’s uncle and
aunt, Siegfried and Rosalie Markus, who were
Margaret’s partner of 20 years, Brian Schauer,
settled in Melbourne. Fred, with Gerda’s help,
came here from London in 1952 and became a
began a wholesale millinery business while living in
purchasing manager for Southcorp White Goods.
St Kilda. Margaret was born in 1942 and began
About five years ago, Brian joined the LBC where
school at Little Lauriston before the family moved
he enjoys accompanying Margaret to services.
to Canterbury where Margaret completed primary
Their very full life together includes Rotary,
school at Strathcona, followed by MLC.
B’nai B’rith, travel in both Australia and overseas,
concerts and walking. They have much joy from
Margaret’s choice of a career in kindergarten
teaching was influenced by a childhood experience their combined families which includes nine
at a holiday camp where she was impressed by the grandchildren.
work of a friend who was a carer and her role with
children. Her initial teaching diploma was
converted to a degree and followed with a diploma
in administration. Margaret’s career pathway began
in Sunshine, then Middle Park and a term at
Mt Scopus in Kew.
On a skiing holiday, Margaret met Ted, a
metallurgist and only child of Jack and Lulu Masur.
They married at the TBI in 1965 and the following
year set off to Canada for a two year working and
traveling experience.
For Margaret this included studying a couple of
subjects at the University of British Columbia and
working at its childcare centre. Their first son
Garry, was born in 1967 in Toronto and back home
Daron joined the family in 1969. The family set up
home in Mt Waverley and Ted worked in his
father’s importing business.

Thanks Val Silberberg, for another member profile.

Garry married Tracy and pursued a career in
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Community Happenings

Congratulations
Stephen and Karen Kaye on the
birth of their grandson, Jacob.
Dorothea Tropp-Boas on the birth of
her third great-grandchild, Charlotte.
Iain Messer on being awarded
B’nai B’rith’s Menorah Award for
outstanding voluntary services to
the community.
Alan Jacobs for reprising his Bar
Mitzvah, 60 years on, at a service at Ballarat
Hebrew Congregation.

Volunteers
Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,
Brenda Brook, Marlis Cohen,
Julie Contole, Kathy Deutsch,
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker,
Alison Harcourt,
Albert Isaacs, Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Greg and Rachel Kerr, Gillian Lubansky,
Terri Nathan, Paula Messer, Val Silberberg,
Ruth Taft.

Special Birthdays

Donors

June:

Peggy Bethune, Fleur Duband,
Richard Eckhaus, Joseph Epstein,
Herbert Palmer, Esther Taft,
David Thomas, Esther Weinstock

We sincerely thank all of you who
have made donations to the Leo Baeck Centre
from 12 March to 13 May 2016:

July:

Roslyn Huze, Derek Prinsley,
Mark Pryor, Fleur Spitzer,
Benjamin Steiner, Jessica Tavassoli

Special Wedding Anniversaries
June:

Dorothy and Tony Kerron
Julie Miller and Bruce Mann

July:

Nadine and Alex First

New Members and Friends
Lucy Butler
Shimi Geva with Noam and Daniel

Anonymous, O Bartak, D Bianciardi, L & M Bloom,
T Bernard & J Bornstein, B Brook, D Brous,
T & D Burgess, M & S Cass, G & K Deutsch,
The Leo and Mina Fink Fund,
S Freadman, J Gold, M Gottlieb-Drucker,
J Grinwald, P Grinwald, D Halprin, A Isaacs,
A & R Jacobs, F Kaufman, E Lednar,
E Moszkowicz, D & F Nassau, H & J Palmer,
D Pavitt, D Prinsley, D Rooseboom, D Rose,
J Rosenthal and A Pellicano, M & J Rozen,
P & J Schiff, S Scott, V Silberberg,
R & J Solomon, T & V Weldon, H Wolfram
As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.

B’Nei Mitzvah
Marli Silberberg will celebrate
his Bar Mitzvah with us at 10 am
on Saturday 16 July.
We wish him, and his family,
Mazeltov at this special time in
their lives.

Condolences
To the family and friends of Lazar Krum, the
inaugural Chair of our LBC Art Committee.

We thank Rabbi Levi for the donation
to our library of the second edition of
his huge, scholarly, biographical
dictionary These are the Names, which
chronicles the stories (sometimes brief,
sometimes lengthier) of more than
1500 Jews who came to Australia as
convicts or free settlers 1788—1850.
We also thank all those many other generous
people who have made donations of books to
enhance our Zwinger Library.

Naomi, Gary and Rachel Kirby on the death of
Naomi’s brother Marc.
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker and his family on the
death of her friend Harry.
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Once again we thank Paula Messer
for her careful proof-reading
and apologise for any remaining
errors.

Our calendar for June. . . .

Rabbi Jonathan will be on Sabbatical and at a Moetzah meeting
from 10 June to 7 July inclusive.
Fri 3 Jun
9.15 am: Morning walk

Fri 24 Jun
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sat 4 Jun
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Sat 25 Jun
10 am: Shabbat morning service
1 pm: Chavurah lunch

Sun 5 Jun
2 pm: BM workshop with Shaliach Uri Levin
— Yom Yerushalayim
7 pm: LBCinema: ‘When Jews were Funny’
Mon 6 Jun
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 7 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Fri 10 Jun
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 11 Jun
10 am: Shabbat morning service
7 pm: Shavuot Seder
9 pm: TIKKUN LEYL SHAVUOT
Sun 12 Jun
10 am: Shavuot service
10.30 am: Shavuot workshop Chagim
and ice cream factory
Mon 13 Jun
Office closed - Public Holiday
Tue 14 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Fri 17 Jun
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 18 Jun
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Sun 19 Jun
7.30 pm: Balaganeyden (see page 9)
Mon 20 Jun
2 pm: Active Retirees
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 21 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 22 Jun
7.30 pm: Board meeting
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Sun 26 Jun
10.30 am: Book Club
2 pm: Opening Jess Solomon’s
'Ark' Exhibition (see back page)
Mon 27 Jun
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 28 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Netzer Winter Camp till 3 July
Wed 29 Jun
10-noon: Jess Solomon is available on-site

. . . . and July

Fri 1 Jul
9.15 am: Morning walk

Fri 22 Jul
9.15 am: Morning walk

Sat 2 Jul
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Sat 23 Jul
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Baby-naming: Katherine Chitwood
12.30 pm: Chavurah lunch
1.30 4.30 pm:
Some Moral Questions Around the
Climate Change Debate
With Professor David Karoly and Mannie
Gross

Mon 4 Jul
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 5 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 6 Jul
10-noon: Jess Solomon is available on-site
Fri 8 Jul
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 9 Jul
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Baby naming: James Bergman
7 pm: LBCinema: ‘Woman in Gold’
Sun 10 Jul
2 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Mentoring
Mon 11 Jul
2 pm: Active Retirees
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 12 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 13 Jul
10-noon: Jess Solomon is available on-site
Thu 14 Jul
Profile deadline
Fri 15 Jul
9.15 am: Morning walk
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Shabbat Dinner "Indian"
(bookings required for dinner)
Sat 16 Jul
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Bar Mitzvah: Marli Silberberg
Final day: Ark Exhibition
Mon 18 Jul
2 pm: tbc Telelink afternoon tea
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 19 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
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Timetable for the afternoon:1.30 pm: Comments by Mannie and
questions to him
3-3.15 pm: Tea break
3.15 pm: David Karoly
4pm: Questions to David Karoly and
wrap up
Mon 25 Jul
1.30 pm: Active Retirees
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: B’nei Mitzvah Class
Tue 26 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 27 Jul
9 AM: Profile mailout
7.30 PM: Board meeting
Fri 29 Jul
9.15 am: Morning walk
Sat 30 Jul
10 am: Shabbat morning service

The Meaning of True Independence — for Yom Ha’Atzmaut

"What kind of talk is this,
'punishing Israel?' Are we
a vassal state of yours?
Are we a banana republic?
Are we 14-year-olds who,
if we misbehave, get our
wrists slapped? Let me tell
you whom this Cabinet
comprises. It is composed
of people whose lives were
marked by resistance, fighting and suffering."

It means that Israel is not to have its borders
imposed by international bodies or by foreign
states, no matter how powerful they might be. It
means that Israelis are not to be dictated to about
where they can and cannot settle in their land. It
means that Israel is not to be told how it may or
may not defend the lives of its people under the
sovereign independence of the law. It means that
Israel is not to be lectured or scolded about human
rights by those that have no glimmer of understanding of what human rights truly are.

These were the words of Prime Minister Menachem
Begin delivered to the U.S. President Ronald
Reagan in December 1981. Begin, one of the
greatest leaders and fighters of our times, knew
the meaning of true independence.

The civilized world has an obligation to respect this
independence just as it respects the independence
of other free, democratic nations.

But in making their stand, Israelis have never had
to stand alone. From the beginning, Jews from the
U.K., the U.S., Europe, Australia, South Africa and
around the world rallied to the fight for
independence under the glorious banner of the
Mahal. Among them were non-Jews, including a
Christian soldier from my own regiment.

Israel Hayom 11/5/16:
The meaning of true independence Col. Richard Kemp

Israel has shown mankind how a besieged nation against all odds - can survive and flourish, decide
He knew that it was not about firecrackers, dancing its own destiny and unwaveringly retain its honour,
its decency, its dignity, its integrity and its
in the streets or lighting flames. It was about
standing up for yourself and submitting to no man. compassion. It was not for nothing that British
Premier Winston Churchill described the Jewish
Declaring to the world, "this is where we stand."
people as "beyond any question, the most
Israel’s independence was bought at a high price in formidable and most remarkable race which has
Jewish blood, fighting first against the might of the appeared in the world."
British Empire and then against five powerful Arab
Today not just Israel but the whole of civilization
armies which sought its destruction.
should celebrate the independence of the nation
For 68 years Israelis have fought again and again
that continues to shine a beacon light onto that
to defend their independence against enemies who world.
would subjugate their country. No other nation has
struggled so long and so hard, surrounded by such Col. Richard Kemp is a former commander of
the British Forces in Afghanistan.
unyielding hostility.

In the years since, and even today, the courage of
their young successors, the "lone soldiers"’ of the
diaspora, travelling thousands of miles from the
safety of their homes to stand and fight here to
preserve Israel’s independence, inspires awe and
humility. As Begin said: "This is the land of their
forefathers, and they have a right and a duty to
support it."
Israel’s independence has a strength that cannot
be known by those who have not had to struggle
for their freedom. What is the meaning of this
independence?
It means that Israel’s right to exist is not to be
sanctioned by the peoples of the Middle East or by
the leaders of the Western world. It is to be
determined only by the Jewish people who, down
the millennia, have fought, suffered and died for
that inalienable right.
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New Members’ Morning, Sunday 22 May 2016

One of the many pleasures of my current role as
Membership Chair on the LBC Board is to organize
our ‘New Members’ Welcome’, a long LBC tradition,
I believe, unique among synagogues.
All those
joining us
over the last
year or two,
as either
Members or
Friends,
were invited
to come
along for a
great spread
of coffee, bagels, smoked salmon, dips and cake,
to meet our Rabbi Jonathan
together with the membership
committee and Board members,
in a casual atmosphere.
Eleven single or family groups,
with quite a few kids, came.
Some new members had a short
guided tour. Each group was
given a spade and a native shrub

or small tree, to
plant in our ever
more beautiful
garden. Of course
these families must
then return
regularly, preferably
at Service times, to
check on their
plants’ progress.
LBC is proud of its reputation as a pluralistic,
welcoming community. We believe new members
should be made to feel at home. We can only
benefit from their enthusiasm and new interests,
and we hope to serve their various needs as best
we can.
We offer a great Jewish Communal experience, and
we are confident that new members will become
involved and committed to their new Kehillah or
community.
- Jon Taft

Rabbinic Reflection - continued from page 3
March 2 this year became Australia's hottest day on record.
Averaged across the country, it reached a top of
38 degrees Celsius. There was no relief overnight either
with minimum overnight temperatures the warmest ever,
smashing the 1983 record by 0.83 degrees.
In Al Gore’s film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’, he observed that
when people see the graphs and evidence and realise what
is happening, and how remarkably fast, in geological
terms, they move directly ‘from denial to despair’. And I
thought ‘that is hardly surprising!’
But we always need hope – as Israel’s amazing story and
National Anthem reminds us – and we can find hope – but
only if the whole world takes seriously the gravity of our
situation. And one immediate change that we must make
in Australia is to stop mining coal and gas for our own and
other countries addiction to fossil fuels, and start using the
natural resource – God’s fusion reactor – the sun, which
shines on our country more than any other, and which, if
powering industries and electric rail transportation, could
be rejuvenating all of Australia.
So as we look forward to Rosh Hashanah on the horizon,
the ‘birthday of the world’, let’s take our responsibility as
caretakers of God’s creation seriously, so that there are
many more birthdays still to come! And the discussion on
23 July will be a great place to hear and learn more.
- Rabbi Jonathan
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News.

George Deutsch leaves LBC Board

Needless to say that he has been a marvel as the
House Committee chair: developing the front
garden and redesigning and recarpeting the new
library space, the bike rack and always overseeing
general maintenance: for our premises that
means a lot has to be done.

Unbeknown to us, we obtained a precision
engineer's mind when George Deutsch joined the
LBC Board in 2004. He has now chosen to leave
the Board after his years of service.

We wish him well for the future and we know that
he will always be around to offer advice.

Managing the House Portfolio and also assisting his
wife Kathy with fundraising events for the Centre,
George accomplished many wonderful things for
our Centre. For instance, he obtained a grant for
the water tanks which we use daily to supply water
to our bathroooms; he developed the Zachor wall
with Kathy and now we recall the names of our
loved ones every time we enter the Synagogue;
he organized many wonderful concerts with Kathy
which not only raised much needed funds for the
Centre but also the
beautiful music
enriched us
immeasurably.

Yasher koach v'toda raba George

George also managed
the installation of the
Holocaust memorial by
Kon Dimopoulos and its
surrounds. This
beautiful structure The
Wind Calls My Name is
a fitting memorial to
our ancestors who died at the hands of the Nazis.
Echoes of their names are whispered when the
structure sways in the breeze.

A Positive Result - thanks
Last year we printed an article in Profile on behalf
of the Brigidine Asylum Seekers Program
(www.basp.org.au) seeking job opportunities for
refugees… and the positive result was …one
Profile reader employed Davood (a 45 year old
carpenter) in his building firm. Although the work
was only for a few weeks it led to Davood then
gaining permanent employment.
Hopefully there are more job opportunities……

Many of you know that he is an accomplished
cellist and he brings his Zelman Orchestra to LBC
to rehearse every week. This provides us with
funds through the moneys they pay for using our
premises.

All these people have visas with full work rights
and very good English.
Civil engineer
25 year old civil engineering graduate, with
qualifications recognised in Australia, has white
card, first aid and traffic tickets, drivers licence
and car is seeking civil engineering,
construction labouring

If you feel secure at LBC it is because George also
developed our first Security policy and team:
the structure of which we still use today.
George is not a fireman but luckily for us he was
on site when there was a fire in the ceiling of
the Sanctuary. He promptly extinguished
it before the fire ignited the whole building. Of
course being Chair of our House Committee meant
that he then had to organise for it to be repaired
and subsequently today you would not know where
that fire was!

Aged care worker
37 year old with Certificate 111 in Aged Care,
also has extensive experience in pharmacy, drivers
licence and car is seeking aged care work in
facility or in-home care
Labourer
30 year old with white card and labouring
experience is seeking labouring work of any
type

We hope we never need to use our defibrillator but
if we ever do, it is George to whom our thanks are
due. He obtained a grant from Bendigo Bank for
this and subsequently arranged training for the
Board on how to use it. Each time you use our new
dishwasher, you can thank George for organising
that for us too!

If you have any work opportunities please call
Marian Steele: 0417 521 534
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March of the Living — a personal view

As I watched the live stream of the 2016 March of
the Living yesterday, Thursday 5 May, I was
moved to tears watching a survivor clothed in
replica striped pyjama jacket and hat, arm in arm
with his grand-daughter and carrying a Torah
scroll, approach the microphone to speak. I was
silent. I was speechless as he spoke. For there are
no words, no language adequate to make sense of
the atrocities that he witnessed and that he lived
through, or the lasting trauma they caused. I
witnessed a man so overcome with raw emotion
that it was as if he was living the horrors of the
Holocaust right here, right now. It was evident that
he carries the names, the faces, the dates and the
deeds with him every hour of every day, every
living moment. It has become the fabric of his
being. Even as I heard him speak and as I saw him
wracked by emotions so fierce that he looked as
though he may collapse at any moment under their
weight, how could I truly know or understand what
this man lived through?
How does anyone who has not experienced this
firsthand understand? How do reasonable people
make sense of the heinous crimes committed
against human beings? How do we understand the
atrocities carried out on innocents? How do we
understand or make sense of the pure evil and
insanity that turned a nation against its own, that
treated Jews as sub-human, and in so doing, lost
its own humanity.

themselves up and rebuild their shattered lives?
What courage, strength, faith and will did it take
to make that monumental leap from surviving to
living to thriving? For some, the leap between
surviving and thriving was too great to make. For
others though, thriving is an act of defiance and
proof that the Nazis did not destroy us and that
we, the Jewish People, will prevail.
We, the descendants of the survivors and of those
who perished, honour them best when we
remember them. When we educate this and future
generations about the Holocaust. When we live our
lives most fully and when we teach our children
tolerance, acceptance and love.
It may take generations still to heal from the
effects of Hitler’s reign. I have experienced its
collateral damage in the fabric of my own family
and, recognising it, I have chosen to stop the cycle
of inter-generational pain and trauma by actively
trying to heal myself and my children. The damage
was done, but now it is time for me to take my life
back and to loosen Hitler’s grip on my family. I
pray that what I do in the here and now can save
future generations of my family from living with
the damage inflicted on my grandparents’
generation in Europe. May healing come speedily
and fully to those I love and to all of those affected
directly or inter-generationally by the Shoah.

Let us never forget what can happen when evil
In truth we can’t make sense of any of it. We try to gains control. Let us never be naïve enough to
think this could never happen to us again. May we
understand. We listen to the stories of our
survivors. They are our parents, grand-parents and not stand silent while other human beings suffer
similar atrocities. Let our eyes be open to genocide
great grand-parents, our uncles and aunts. They
wherever it exists in the world today and let us be
are our family and friends. We believe what they
vocal in our condemnation of its perpetrators. Let
tell us, but even having heard their stories from
their own lips we find them unfathomable still.
us be the light that shines through the darkness
Even the word “stories” does not sit right with me. and let us embrace life and give it the meaning it
It speaks of fairy tales and fanciful happenings that deserves for the sake not only of those who
are too outrageous to be true. No, theirs are not
perished and those who survived, but for ourselves
stories. They are the things of nightmares and
and for those who come after us. Let us never,
incomprehensibly all too real. And those, who by
never forget.
some random chance, a miracle, survived, were
left physically, mentally and emotionally
- Michelle Duband-Langer
traumatised. How on earth did they pick
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And in our wider community; study and travel opportunities . .

This next 68th year of Israel’s achievements has
double significance for the World Union of
Progressive Judaism as it celebrates the 90th year
of its founding in 1926, having grown into a global
movement of 1.8 million Progressive Jews in
50 countries around the world during that
time. It moved its headquarters to Jerusalem
more than 40 years ago, and continues to connect
Jews around the world with Israel. It helped
create and continues to support our partners, the
Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ),
and salutes their impactful efforts in growing
communities with Progressive Jewish values.
In May 2017, WUPJ invites you to gather in
Jerusalem with representatives of World Union
congregations in 40 different countries for
CONNECTIONS 2017. Join in the celebration of
Progressive Jewish values in Israel and around the
world.

March Fine Music/Fine Wine reviewed
Music often touches us deeply and so it was on the
afternoon of 26th March with the presentation of
Chazanut: Tears & Joy with Cantor Azi Schwartz
and Friends. Our program guide included the
instruction, "Please have your handkerchiefs ready
to wipe away a tear". Good advice indeed.
We were treated to a number of superb musical
items filmed in a variety of locations. The quality
of voices throughout the afternoon was stunning.
A Chanukah celebration at the White House in
2014 featured Asian-American Rabbi Angela
Buchdahl performing in front of President Obama.
The beautiful Park Avenue Synagogue, New York
was the setting for the 2014 Ne'elah service with
Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove and Cantor Azi Schwartz.
The so-called Three Jewish Tenors, New York
Cantors Berson, Schwartz and Zelermeyer then
performed a Pesach melody.

Next, Cantor Schwartz again joined the
congregation of Park Avenue Synagogue to sing
L'cha Dodi. At the 2015 multifaith 9/11 memorial
service in New York attended by Pope Francis,
Cantor Schwartz sang El Mole Rachamim.
We also the viewed the Muslim contribution
to this service which was truly inspirational and
offered hope. Our final item was a medley of
Adon Olam filmed in Jerusalem in 2009.
A standing ovation marked the conclusion of the
afternoon. Special thanks to Albert Isaacs for
the many hours spent in putting together a
wonderful presentation. Thanks to Mannie Gross
for the excellent selection of wines enjoyed during
the presentation.
- Greg Kerr
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Contemplation

Eulogies
If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies,
please ask us.

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre
Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form
of words is available from the LBC Office
Kedem’s service for the Soul.
A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush. 10am on the
fourth Shabbat of every month in a private
Caulfield South home. All welcome.

Wiesbaden memorial

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9822 5802.
Deadline for next Profile

Since I was in Wiesbaden 20 years ago, a
memorial to the synagogue has been constructed
on the original site. There is also a plaque, a
display, and on the walls are inscribed the names
of many people with the dates on which they were
deported.
If anybody has relatives or ancestors from
Wiesbaden I would be happy to look for their
names while I am here (and now am there till July,
conducting an opera) and take a photo.

We love contributions from members and
can format your items for you. We are also very
happy to receive photographs of activities, which
we prefer in .jpeg format.

Best regards

Please have your articles, letters and
advertisements for the August/September 2016
issue
to the LBC Office before 14 July 2016

David Kram

www.davidkram.com
davidkram@bigpond.com

(David is President of our Goldfields Congregation,
and a former member of LBC.)

Please note our email address is office@lbc.org.au

NEXT ISSUE
At this year’s LBC Yom Ha’Atzmaut dinner, Rebecca and Joseph Joseph shared stories of their heritage
as Jews from India. We feel that, as most of us know little about this, it is worthwhile to print their
talks in our next issue. Watch out for them!

Thank you for ensuring that your mail reaches us
by always addressing it to:
PO BOX 430, Kew East, Vic 3102.
This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by Ruth Jacobs.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author,
and not necessarily those of the Editor.
Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity.

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for details.

Profile

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au

is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035
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Around LBC

Our B’nei Mitzvah
group visits
Malvern as part of
their Stand Up!
Social Awareness
course in May

Our outing with ASRC families on 22 May was extremely
successful, thanks to the lovely
weather and to all our LBC/PJV
participants who brought afternoon
tea — and a portable soccer set!
Rabbi Jonathan welcomed everyone,
speaking of how the tradition of
sharing food and conversation helps
to develop relationships amongst
people of different cultures.
Some of our guests had been here
for four years, others for only a few
weeks, but we all benefitted from the interchange of ideas.
We thank Rosemary Cowen and Julie Contole for all their organisation of this activity.
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