Presidential Musings

participated in the “Spirituality
Through Music / Music In
Worship” event.

This will be the last report by Tanya
who is stepping-down as
Co-President and by the time you
read this, (if there are no other
nominations between the time of
writing and the AGM), Dr Jim Beck
will be Co-President with Mannie. We
wish him well and know he will do a
great job. We would like to thank all
our Board, committee members and
volunteers who have dedicated so much time to our
community.

We thank all our members who
helped to make these events a
success. As you can see, the Leo
Baeck Centre plays large role in the
Kew Festival.
Our 'Completing the Square' project
continues and we want to thank all those who
donated money towards this project and would be
grateful for any further donations, no matter how
small. You can see instantly where your money is
going!

Since last Profile the congregation has been busy
celebrating Purim with children's activities and a
shared Purim Spiel with TBI. There were not as many
LBC congregants in the play as last year but nonetheless, we thank all those who performed, such as
Colin Reiss, and all those who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes such as Rabbi Jonathan,
Greg Kerr, Lisa Sylvan and Julie Contole.

Look out for the guided tour of the Islamic Museum
on Sunday 30 April at 10:30 (bookings via
Trybooking) and a personal plug to come along to
the presentation on the afternoon of 6 May,
“Sadducees vs Pharisees - Who Was Right?”

Also, by the time you read this, LBC will have
participated in the annual Kew Festival:



We had a stimulating address by Raf Epstein at
the Annual Leo Baeck Lecture;



The Annual Civic Service was well attended;



We offered a free Israeli Dancing class and
also a demonstration ‘under the big top' in
Victoria Park;



We explained and played recordings of music
at LBC services to a visiting group who

We wish our Rabbi a happy and successful trip
overseas: despite leading seders for many years for
our families, he has not had a seder with his own
family for 15 years. We wish you all a Chag Pesach
Sameach and see you at the Second Night Pesach
Seder led by Rabbi Levi.

There is more than one way to be Jewish support the
United Israel Appeal!
The United Israel Appeal supports the settlement of
Jews arriving in Israel as refugees from violence and
antisemitism.

Please write: “UIA Progressive Trust”
on your UIA pledge form in 2017.

And making Israel a home for all Jews, regardless of
their background or religious affiliation, is a major
challenge.
In a recent survey, 34% of Israeli Jews said that
the Progressive movement is the Jewish
movement they most identify with.
More and more Israelis are discovering that
Progressive Judaism resonates with the way they live
their lives in the 21st century.
This year, perhaps more than ever, we ask that you
direct your donation to the UIA Progressive Trust.
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Rabbinic Reflection

support it! I am
grateful both to
Rabbi John and to
Albert, and to
Michael Taft who
tirelessly leads Ritual
and to everyone else who makes
sure that everything happens
smoothly behind the scenes, even
when I am on sabbatical.

I’ll be away when you read this, but there are
important things going on at LBC and in the wider
community which I hope you can participate in.
One is something important you can do from the
comfort of your home, if you have a computer or a
phone. If you don’t have a computer, or are not
confident in using it to do an internet survey, please
call the office on 9819 7160 and they will try to
arrange help to do it.

The reason I am away over this period is because,
for the first time since our arrival in Melbourne, we
will be having Seder night with our families and my
parents in London. We will also be visiting Israel,
where the restaurants advertise ‘Pesach bread’
during the festival – and they don’t mean Matzah! It
looks, smells and even tastes like bread. Now, is that
what we should be eating on Pesach? It might pass
the halachic test, and smell good, but does it really
pass the smell test?

Is it worth spending five minutes each year to make
sure the Jewish community is aware of how it is
changing and developing, and what its needs and
priorities are? It certainly is, but I ask that to forewarn you! It has been nine years since the previous
(and very first) such survey, Gen08. So nine years of
five minutes each totals 45 minutes – and that is
how long it took me to complete this very comprehensive survey. Don’t let that put you off, just be
prepared – I would have preferred to know before I
started! Gen17 was launched on 16 February, with
the slogan ‘Australia’s Jewish Comm_nity S_rvey The only thing missing is U’ Please do it! If you can
get to a computer, you’ll find it at: http://
www.monash.edu/gen17. And if not, as I say,
please call or email the LBC office to assist.

Whether you come to one or both services, whether
you keep all seven days (or even, if you have
orthodox family or upbringing, eight), whether you
eat ‘kitniot’ (beans, rice etc which Sephardim do but
some Ashkenazim do not), remember that what is
really important is the core message, which is about
the basic human right of freedom. Issues around
freedom are perhaps more complicated than ever
today – what should we do with refugees – are
turning back boats and Nauru and Manus, or trying
to ban people from six Muslim countries, fair and
reasonable solutions to the enormous challenges we
face in the modern world? Where would we be today
if those before us had been locked away? These are
the people we should be thinking of, the questions
we should be discussing and struggling over, as we
sit to celebrate our Seder nights, in London or
Melbourne or NY, this year. Chag Sameach!

We also have our Communal Seder, this year on the
second night, Tuesday 11 April and led by Rabbi Dr
John Levi, who will also be leading the first day
Pesach service on that morning at 10am. Pesach is a
major festival and I do hope you’ll make every effort
to get along to the service. The following Monday,
17 April, also at 10am, Albert Isaacs is leading the
last day service, also an important festival day that
does not always get the attendance it deserves, but,
since it is a Public Holiday, you will all be able to

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black
(Ed. Note: see also short article on page 12)

Purim fun at LBC
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What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

Shabbat morning services

Care Committee

Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC
members who need it. This may include visiting the
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.

If you need assistance or want to join the group
please ring the LBC Office on 9819 7160.

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch
at which there is usually a guest speaker. We have
not scheduled sessions in April or May.

House of Studies
3.30 pm Saturday 6 May

Friday Night Kids

Sadducees vs Pharisees - Who Was Right??

Bring your younger family members, 5 to 5.45 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the month. There will
be no session in April and the next session is 19 May.

We know something of the different views of the
Sadducees & Pharisees but how did these differences
originate & evolve? Come along to find out & make
up your own mind. Which side would you be on?

This activity provides a short opportunity
for a story and some Shabbat songs and
shared candle-lighting and challah before
going home to your own Shabbat dinner.

Shabbat Unplugged
Shabbat Unplugged with Shannyn Gelbart leading
us at 7 pm on 21 April, will be followed immediately
afterwards by an ‘own cost’ dinner at Vicky’s Italian
restaurant. On 19 May, it will be followed by a twocourse catered non-meat meal, at a cost of $14 for
adults and $45 for a family of four.
As always, the service at 7pm is free to
all, but you'll need to book for dinner in
advance at trybooking.com/EGVV
(book early to ensure your place – we are sometimes
booked out!).

The Shabbat Study Group is back!
Copies now available in the LBC Office.

LBC’s shabbat study group has re-convened in a
revised weekly format from 9-10 am on Saturdays.
Topics are not limited to Torah parashot, and it is
anticipated we will have a variety of presenters.

LBC is seeking a

Coffee and bagels will be available on arrival.

CARETAKER’S ASSISTANT
Casual position, average of 8 hours per month.

Telelink
The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat candles
at 4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and social topics
are discussed.

A fit and able person is needed assist
our Caretaker to clean and maintain
the grounds and premises.
The assistant may be required to work
longer hours when the Caretaker
is on leave.

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity for
people who may be isolated in their homes
to make contact with one another.

Expressions of Interest should be forwarded to
office@lbc.org.au

Contact the Office about joining.
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

Book Club

Then the Probus ladies asked questions (answered
by our teacher Ariella Donnelly and Michael Taft)
about Israeli dancing and its origins, how long we
had been dancing, and where we meet. We all,
dancers and audience, had a wonderful morning!

7.30 pm Sunday 23 April
at LBC
We will discuss the recent bestseller, The Hare with the Amber
Eyes, a family memoir by British
ceramicist Edmund de Waal, who
tells the story of his family, the
Ephrussi, once a very wealthy
European Jewish banking
dynasty. They lost almost
everything in 1938 when the
Nazis aryanized their property.
Even after the war, the family
failed to recover most of its
extensive property, including priceless artwork, but
an easily hidden collection of 264 Japanese netsuke
miniature sculptures was miraculously saved, tucked
away inside a mattress by a loyal maid in Vienna
during the war years. The collection has been passed
down through five generations of the Ephrussi
family, providing a common thread for the story of
its fortunes from 1871 to 2009.

LBC Walking Group
Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to,
and wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so
please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.

Jewish Jam Session
4.30 pm Sunday 23 April 2017, 5 pm 21 May
Jewish (Music) Jam Session
Jewish Jam sessions at LBC involve informal music,
where musicians, singers and appreciative
audiences play, sing or listen to tunes or songs which
are Jewish-themed or composed (however, at times
we also sneak-in a few pop songs as well).

Active Retirees

You are invited to bring your own instruments and
sheet music, or sing or just sit back and relax and
listen! No prior experience or competence with music
necessary! Just a love of music.

Our (usually) twice-monthly sessions are normally on
the second and fourth Mondays of the month.

Following sessions: thence monthly (watch for future
dates).

Gold coin donation.
1.30 pm: Monday 24 April
Film: Dead Poets’ Society
2 pm: Monday 8 May
Alan Harvey leads us through
the making of and extracts from
the film The Third Man

Stillpoint Yoga meets at LBC at
6.30 pm on Thursday evenings

1.30 pm: Monday 22 May:
Film: Blood Diamond (tbc)

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of and
bookings for this gentle yoga activity.

Israeli Dancing
9.15 am—noon Tuesdays
$9 donation per session
Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps?
The first part of the class is geared to beginners.
Everyone is welcome to join the group.
AND: in late 2016 LBC received a request from the
Probus Club of Balwyn, asking if the LBC Israeli
dancers were prepared to visit a meeting of the Club
and demonstrate their skills. In late February a
group of ten, dressed smartly in black and white,
danced for about 30 minutes to an audience of
around 100.

Our Israeli dancers get into Purim mood.
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Community Happenings

Congratulations to

Volunteers

Roslyn and Alec Huze on the wedding
of Caroline to Andrew.

Ailsa Jean, Brenda Brook,
Marlis Cohen, Julie Contole,
Kathy Deutsch, Alison Harcourt, Albert Isaacs,
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Rob Kendall, Greg Kerr,
Christine Lederman, Julie-Anne Lilienthal,
Gillian Lubansky, Sharon Marmor, Paula Messer,
Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft.

Tom Beer on being
awarded its 2016 International Award
by The University of Sydney Alumni
Council (see picture at right).

Special Birthdays
April:

May:

Janet Bau,
Sharene Hambur,
Shani Langer,
Alex Lopata,
Margaret Masur,
Gena Riess,
Julia Rose,
Matthew Rose

Donors
We sincerely thank all of you
who have made donations to
the Leo Baeck Centre from
14 January — 10 March 2017
Anonymous, B & S Aarons, R Adler, P Bancroft,
P Bethune, BB Hatikvah Unit,
J Cina & N Schlesinger, S & J Geva,
M & G Goldblatt, M Heselev, S Husch,
A & D Kerron, A & R Jacobs, L Jacobs, A McCleery,
D & F Nassau, E Perks, S Redfern, N Rose,
R & J Solomon, E Taft, R Taft, I Traeger,
L & J Wabnik, T Warms, J Wolters, Z Zarfaty.

Jacob Bau, Ruth Berkowitz, Hugh Cohen,
Merwyn Goldblatt, Adela Kohn,
Helen Messer, Judy Schiff

Special Wedding Anniversaries
April:

Stephen and Karen Kaye
Nathan and Ann Moshinsky

May:

Joe and Golda Isaac

As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.

B’Nei Mitzvah

At this stage this list of donors does not include
those who have included donations with their
membership renewals, or those who have donated
to Completing the Square.

We will celebrate the B’nei Mitzvah of:






Esther Bornstein
Josh Solomon
Lilly Tagliano
and
Maya Marek

29 April
13 May
20 May
27 May

We wish them, and their families,
Mazeltov at this special time in their lives.

LBC Communal Seder
Second Night Pesach.

Bialik College thanks those members of LBC who
contributed to their Button Project. Over some years
the children have been working at collecting
1,500,00 buttons to represent the number of children
killed in the Holocaust. They have now achieved their
goal and value the help they received from LBC.

6 for 6.30 pm, Tuesday 11 April
To be led by Rabbi John Levi, who will use
the King David School Haggadah
prepared and edited by him.
(Copies available from LBC Office)
SEDER BOOKINGS CLOSE: 1 pm 7 April 2017

Again we thank Paula Messer for
her careful proof-reading and we
apologise for any remaining errors.
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Profiling Fay Kaufman

children. In 1966 this language journey progressed
to Israel where Fay joined an Ulpan course at
Kibbutz Ma’agan Michael for four months, working in
the fields as well as studying Hebrew. The following
year while in Europe with her mother, war broke out
in Israel and Fay returned there as a volunteer
physiotherapist for three months, working at the
Afula hospital in the Galilee treating orthopaedic
injuries. She recalls the flashing lights guiding the
plane as it landed on the tarmac in Israel because all
other illumination was prohibited. A highlight of this
visit was walking by the newly captured Western
Wall in Jerusalem. Fay stayed another 11 months
continuing her Hebrew studies and working in the
Kaplan Hospital in Rehovot where Arab patients were
treated alongside Israeli Jews.

A caring nature and a love of sport contributed
towards Fay’s decision to study physiotherapy, a
career where she could apply her skills to helping
people, particularly those with orthopaedic injuries.
Subsequently, this also led to worldwide travels and
a chance to indulge her love of adventure while
working as a physiotherapist for Australian sporting
teams competing overseas.
In 1939, when Fay’s Hungarian
father, Leslie Barson, completed
his mechanical engineering
studies in Munich, he migrated to
Melbourne. He initially worked as
a boundary rider before obtaining
work in his own profession.
Tragically, he lost all his family in
the Holocaust. Years later, Leslie
learnt from a letter written by his
father’s employer, that his father (Fay’s
grandfather) who was an industrial chemist, died in
an air raid while his mother was sent to Auschwitz.
Lily Marshall, (Fay’s mother), left Poland as a five
year old with her parents and older sister in the
1920s. A younger brother was born in Melbourne.
In the early 50s, Lily and her sister began the Venn
Gown group of shops in Melbourne.

Back to Melbourne in 1968 and after working at the
North Western Rehabilitation Hospital in Parkville and
the Footscray Western General Hospital, Fay set up
in private practice. Over the next 25 years she
concentrated on orthopaedic and sports injuries.
Fay’s role as a physiotherapist for sporting teams has
taken her to Hamburg, Scotland and Ireland with the
fencing team, the Commonwealth Games in Brisbane
with the swimming and diving team, and to Italy with
water skiers. She was the head physiotherapist at
the world fencing championships in Melbourne and
has covered local marathons for the Physiotherapy
Association as well as working in public relations as a
member of the Australian Physiotherapy Federation.

Leslie and Lily met at the AJAX Tennis Club and were
married about 1940. They set up a family home in
Caulfield and Fay was born in 1942. Both parents
came from traditional Jewish backgrounds but were
not observant and Fay’s interest in Judaism came
from her maternal grandmother and later attending
shul with school friends.

More recently, her expertise has been applied to
professional development in Gerontology and Mental
Health, the latter an area underdeveloped in
Australia. A teaching role at Monash Health gave Fay
the opportunity to be a clinical supervisor for
students from La Trobe University.

Fay attended Caulfield North Central School and
MacRobertson Girls High School before studying
physiotherapy at Melbourne University. Always a
keen sportswoman, she competed in Maccabi
Carnivals, particularly swimming, a skill taught to her
as a three year old by her father who was a keen
swimmer. Until recently, Fay has participated in
Open Water Swims. At university, she joined a
modern dance ensemble and performed her skills on
stage in University Reviews. On completion of her
studies, Fay worked for 18 months at the Children’s
Hospital in the thoracic surgery and orthopaedic
wards and while there joined the hospital ski club.
She continued to ski until a few years ago.

Throughout her career, Fay continued to pursue her
love of language both in Florence and at Melbourne
University. At an Italian film festival four years ago,
Fay met her partner, Enrico, with whom she shares
her interest in the arts and the joy of caring for
grandchildren. Her son Jonathan, who is studying
advanced paediatrics and preparing a PhD in
medicine, has a one year old daughter, Grier.
About six years ago, Fay joined the LBC where she
already had close friends and became involved in
editing the updated LBC Cookbook. She is also an
active member of the Care Committee.

A desire to learn both Italian and Hebrew and travel
overseas influenced Fay’s decision to work as a
stewardess on a boat taking her to Italy for a sixmonths language course at Perugia. She lived there
with a local family and also taught English to school

Profiled by Val Silberberg

Emojews.
Would you use newly developed emojis for your pesach emails? Download the collection from:
https://lbbonline.com/news/emojew-the-first-jewish-emoji-app/
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What’s on in April . . . . .

Sat 1 Apr
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Sat 22 Apr
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Mon 3 Apr
5.15 pm: BM Class

Sun 23 Apr
4.30 pm: Jewish Jam session
7.30 pm: Book Club meeting

Tue 4 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class

Mon 24 Apr
1.30 pm: Active Retirees
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Thu 6 Apr
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Tue 25 Apr
Office closed

Fri 7 Apr
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Wed 26 Apr
7.30 pm: Board Meeting

Sat 8 Apr
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Thu 27 Apr
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Mon 10 Apr
First night Pesach

Fri 28 Apr
Rabbi Jonathan returns from Sabbatical.
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Tue 11 Apr
Office Closed - Pesach Day 1
10 am: Pesach morning service
6 for 6.30 pm: COMMUNAL SEDER LED BY
RABBI LEVI

Sat 29 Apr
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM Esther Bornstein
7 pm: Yom Ha'atzmaut dinner
(off-site—in CBD)

Thu 13 Apr
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Sun 30 Apr
10 am: BM Workshop
10.30 am: HOS - Visit to Islamic Museum
3 pm: Board strategy meeting
6.30 pm: ttbc Zionism Victoria
Yom Hazikaron event

Fri 14 Apr
Office Closed
Sat 15 Apr
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Mon 17 Apr
Office Closed
10 am: Last day Pesach service

UPJ’s Pesach
Mazon Appeal

Tue 18 Apr
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class

Soon, Jews throughout Australia will gather at their
Seder tables to celebrate Pesach. Most will enjoy
sumptuous feasts and the warm company of friends
and family. At the same time, however, individuals
near to home in Australia’s cities and its rural outback
will go to bed without sufficient food to eat. For them,
the “bread of affliction” is not a symbol but a constant
and unwelcomed companion. This year, the
incongruity of our celebration and their suffering can
be made less acute by making a simple, taxdeductible donation to the UPJ’s Mazon Australia
Pesach appeal. Please ask the LBC office for details of
how to donate.

Wed 19 Apr
7.30 pm Executive meeting
Thu 20 Apr
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)
Fri 21 Apr
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Italian Dinner at Vicky's – own cost
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. . . . and May

Fri 19 May
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Catered Dinner

Mon 1 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class
6.30 pm: ttbc ZV Yom Ha’atzmaut event
Tue 2 May
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class
7.30 pm: tbc Yom Ha’atzmaut concert at LBC?

Sat 20 May
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM: Lilly Tagliano

Thu 4 May
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Sun 21 May
3 pm: BM Workshop at LBC
5 pm: Jewish Jam session

Fri 5 May
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Mon 22 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Sat 6 May
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
3.30 pm: House of Study - Sadducees vs
Pharisees - Who Was Right??

Tue 23 May
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class

Mon 8 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Wed 24 May
7.30 pm: Board Meeting
Thu 25 May
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Tue 9 May
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class

Fri 26 May
9 am: Profile mailout
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Thu 11 May
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)
Fri 12 May
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
7 pm: 2016 BM family pot-luck veggie
Shabbat dinner

Sat 27 May
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM: Maya Marek
Sun 28 May
2 pm: Opening of Art Exhibition

Sat 13 May
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM: Josh Solomon

Mon 29 May
4.45 pm: CHAGGIM SHAVUOT ACTIVITY
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Mon 15 May
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Tue 30 May
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class
8 pm: EREV SHAVUOT service
9 pm: Cheesecake competition
9.30 pm: TIKKUN LEYL SHAVUOT

Tue 16 May
Profile deadline
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
5 pm: BM Class
Wed 17 May
7.30 pm: Executive meeting

Wed 31 May
Office Closed
10 am: SHAVUOT SERVICE including
YIZKOR

Thu 18 May
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)
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Geelong Chavurah - a Service at the Old Geelong Synagogue

Geelong Chavurah members had a special
experience in February this year. We were
generously welcomed to hold our Friday night
service and shared meal at the old Synagogue
building which was closed in 1984.
The company that currently rents the building uses
the old Synagogue as a training room. It retains its
original features as a Heritage listed building.
See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Geelong_Synagogue
Tanya Warms, our lay leader from the Leo Baeck
community, created a Jewish space for us to be
together. The children were delighted by the fixing of
the Mezuzah on the doorway. We danced with an old
Sephardi Torah Scroll to celebrate this moment in
our shared history. "Can the walls hear us this evening and recognise the prayers" Tanya wondered, as
young Spencer stood with her absorbing the Hebrew
that she spoke.

Photos by
Jennie Jeppeson

Regional communities have many challenges in
maintaining our connections with community. On the
other hand, we are ever creative in our how we
come together and honour our traditions.
Vicki Grosser
Report of AGM—22 March 2017
At LBC’s AGM, Jim Beck gave a
presentation on ‘Completing the Square’
project which is improving storage and
giving space for photocopying in our
administrative area. Visibility, security
and the appearance of our courtyard and
front yard will also be improved by the
clearing of vegetation and by appropriate
replanting.

were also available on the night.

Please see page 14 for details of new
Office Bearers and Board members. We
welcome Deb Ogawa to the Board, and
we welcome Martie Abraham back after a
short break. Sadly we farewell
Ron Steiner, who did not stand for
re-election. Ron has made a huge
contribution to LBC over many years,
Reports by the Presidents and Treasurers much of it in the area of strategic
were presented briefly, and attendees
planning, and we have really valued his
had the opportunity to ask questions
skills and experience.
about the Annual Report, which had been
distributed electronically a week ahead of
the meeting, and hard copies of which

Boroondara Interfaith Network
Tours of Places of Worship

Jim Beck addresses
the meeting

provide opportunities for interfaith dialogue and
and cross-cultural understandings in the community.
Working with faith communities to organise tours of
places of worship is an important action within the
Boroondara Cultural Diversity Plan 2014-8. Your
contribution in assisting us to achieve this is really
appreciated.
Dr Helen Molnar,
Manager, Community Planning and Development
Department, City of Boroondara

Thank you very much for the
welcoming tour of LBC on 30 November 2016.
The tour participants found the experience very
informative and said they would recommend it to
others.
We are grateful to you for your continued support of
the Boroondara Interfaith Network, which aims to
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PM Malcolm Turnbull welcomes PM Benjamin Netanyahu

Aviv - the second of five innovation hubs to be
established globally - which is helping Australian
entrepreneurs make the connections they need to
link into Israel’s world-class start-up and innovation
ecosystem.

With thanks to The Australian, via Bliss Notes,
22 February 2017
Our friendship is as old as the state of Israel itself.
Australia was the first country to vote in favour of
the 1947 UN partition resolution adopted by the
General Assembly, which led to the establishment of
Israel in 1948. Following the vote, Israeli
representative Abba Eban acknowledged Australia’s
contribution: “The manner in which you steered to a
vote this second historic resolution … the warmth
and eloquence with which you welcomed Israel into
the family of nations, have earned for you the
undying gratitude of our people.”

While he is in Australia, Prime Minister Netanyahu
and I will oversee the signing of an air services
agreement to enhance air links; explore
opportunities for greater collaboration in cyberspace;
commit to negotiations on an agreement on science
and technology co-operation; and announce a
declaration of intent to create a fully operational and
commercial farm around Wagga Wagga. The new
facilities will provide Australian farmers with an
opportunity to benefit from world-leading Israeli
dairy and agricultural technology.

The key role Australia played in ensuring the security
and prosperity of the Jewish people should be a
source of pride for us all.

Israel is a miraculous nation. It has flourished
despite invasion, conflict and an almost complete
lack of natural resources, other than the
determination and genius of its people.

This week our friendship will take a historic step
forward. For the first time, a serving Israeli prime
minister will visit Australia. The government is
honoured to host Prime Minister Netanyahu.

And yet in a region racked by war, it succeeds as the
sole liberal democracy, a world leader in every field
of science and technology, its culture of innovation
the envy of the world.
Despite these achievements and the breadth of our
relationship, many view Israel exclusively through
the lens of its conflict with the Palestinians. They
demand that the government take the side of those
in the international community who seek to chastise
Israel - and it alone - for the continuing failure of the
peace process. In a speech to the UN General
Assembly in 2015, Prime Minister Netanyahu pointed
out that in the preceding 12 months, the General
Assembly had adopted 20 resolutions critical of
Israel, compared to just one in response to the war
in Syria, which has resulted in more than 250,000
killed and millions driven from their homes.

Our peoples are bound together first and foremost by
the values we share - a mutual commitment to
freedom, democracy and the rule of law.

My government will not support one-sided
resolutions criticising Israel of the kind recently
adopted by the UN Security Council and we deplore
the boycott campaigns designed to delegitimise the
Jewish state.

And as a majority Christian nation, we share the rich
cultural inheritance of the Bible, its stories and
values a foundation and a context for our history, our
literature, our imagination.
And we could not imagine modern Australia, the
most successful multicultural society in the world,
without the brilliance and the enterprise of our
almost 120,000-strong Jewish-Australian community.

At the same time, we recognise that Israel and the
Palestinians need to come to a settlement and we
support a directly negotiated two-state solution so
that Palestinians will have their own state and the
people of Israel can be secure within agreed borders.

To paraphrase the great Shimon Peres, Australia and
Israel understand the value of creativity and
innovation. Together our scientists and businesspeople are partners in every field of technology.
Australia is vast, Israel is tiny. But both are short of
water and we lead the world in making every drop
count so that deserts can bloom.

We believe that with so many other larger, more
destructive and intractable disputes in the Middle
East, this is a time when Israeli and Palestinian
leaders, supported by the global community, should
return to the negotiating table and work towards a
solution that upholds the rights of both peoples to
live side by side in peace and security.

I’m particularly keen to discuss with Prime Minister
Netanyahu the progress of our “landing pad” in Tel
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And in our wider community; all sorts of opportunities . . . .

there are too few volunteers – it has to cut down on
the amount of food it serves to hungry people. It is
easy to see how each of us as volunteers can make a
difference in that setting.
In the end, we served soup in paper cups. True, we
created more waste, but we served all of the food on
offer. It felt rewarding.
For 15 years, the Jewish communities in and around
Melbourne have been volunteering at SHM to cover
shifts over the holiday season when their regular
volunteers take time off, according to Reuben Urban
- who has been coordinating this effort for the past
six years from Temple Beth Israel. The volunteers he
organizes come from our four Progressive Judaism
Victoria (PJV) congregations as well as from the
Conservative congregation and the Jewish service
group, B’nai B’rith.
At the time of writing this, people from the Jewish
communities will have covered 243 shifts in the
meals program during the holiday season, which
traditionally runs from 24 December to 17 February,
Reuben told me. Unusually this year, there were a
number of extra days requested to be filled, he said.

Each yearend I make a special effort to volunteer, so
I was pleased to find an opportunity in the LBC
Weekly Update about helping out at Sacred Heart
Mission (SHM) in St Kilda. After successfully
recruiting her as my accomplice to direct me to the
beachside area, Val Silberberg and I joined other
volunteers to help prepare and serve lunch to homeless and disadvantaged people at SHM in January.

Reuben tries to supply from four to 10 volunteers per
lunch shift in response to requests from SHM. When
there are not enough volunteers available, Reuben
and his wife Pat fill in. All together this season, he
says there were 98 different people from the roster
putting in between one shift and 12 shifts.

The kitchen aims to have 15 workers on the lunch
shift to manage the sit-down meal service for the
over 200 people expected. (This number can run
over 400 when other sources of free food are not
available, such as on Christmas or New Year’s Day.)
The day Val and I volunteered, there were only ten
workers. Since we had too few volunteers we had to
deliberate whether or not we could serve soup, in
addition to the main dish, salad and dessert on the
menu. By not serving one of the courses, we could
have that many fewer dishes to wash, and hopefully
manage the load.

If you are interested in volunteering at the next
yearend, keep a look out for the call for volunteers in
the LBC newsletter and/or email Reuben Urban on
urbanrp@internode.on.net to be put on his volunteer
list. Join me and the other PJV volunteers in
St. Kilda. Let us make sure the kitchen can serve the
whole menu every day of the week.
Deborah Ogawa

That is how the organization has to adjust when

of anti-Semitism, community governance, Zionism
and Israel. It is like ten different surveys rolled into
one.
A survey like this requires a great number of
respondents so that the data can be analysed.
Help give all Jewish Australians a voice by
encouraging all of your friends and family
members to participate.
The aim of Gen17 is to provide Jewish organisations
with the evidence to target their resources where
they are most needed. It will also provide informed
understanding of change that is occurring in the
outlook and priorities of Jewish Australians.

Go to www.monashuni.edu.au/gen17, request a
password, fill in the data for
your family, being careful not to
make a mistake (as they can’t
be corrected). It could take
around 45 minutes, and will help
our Australian Jewish
Community plan for the future.

The survey is comprehensive - topics covered include
education, identity, social connectedness, experience
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Why do you care how I pray? - a schnattie reports
women bring Tallitot, Torah and Tefillin to the Wall
in order to show that women can practice their
Judaism as they choose.

Today was the first day of a new Jewish month. I
attended an early morning service run by Women of
the Wall at the Western Wall (Kotel) in Jerusalem. I
went to the service to actively participate in something important to me and my movement. But also
today the Kotel was inundated with protesters
against Women of the Wall. The experience has left
me feeling deeply connected to and somewhat
ashamed of Judaism.

Today I was exhilarated, excited, and slightly
terrified. I was tired from the early wake up,
nervous that we wouldn’t be able to sneak our
tallitot through the security, hungry because we
didn’t eat before leaving the flat and quite
concerned that we’d be detained or arrested. Our
program directors’ only instructions for going to the
service were: “Enter through Zion Gate, and don’t
get arrested or detained!”.

All of the services I attend at home are mixed, and
I believe that gender shouldn’t obstruct or affect
religious expression. I was taken aback by the size
of the women’s section of the Kotel. I’ve only been
to the Kotel once before and I chose to pray at the
egalitarian section. It’s under a quarter the space of
the men’s section and is obstructed by a large footbridge overhead. This newly established section of
the Kotel is three or four minutes walk beyond the
women’s section, through another security check
and a set of uneven stairs. It is 10 metres below
the rest of the plaza, cold and empty. No prayer
books and no chairs are provided, quite unlike the
set up in the men’s section.

Once our service started the women’s section began
to fill up, not only with people coming to pray, but
also women coming to protest against us. Women
from age 10 to 70 were screaming at us while we
were peacefully trying to pray. One woman was
wearing a piece of fabric like a cape, with the words
“We are the women of the wall. You are not real
women” and was blowing a whistle as loudly as she
could for the entirety of our service. Women
stopped praying to take photos of us, stare, scream
and cry. One woman screamed at the top of her
lungs with what seemed to be a bird call but was
probably just an attempt to make as much noise as
possible to drown us out. At one point, the men
brought out giant speakers and the leader of the
men’s service used a microphone so that I couldn’t
hear our cantor who was standing less than a metre
away from me. I was astounded that these people,
men and women, so dedicated to religion,
preferred to stare, scream and interrupt a peaceful,
unobtrusive service because it was led by a woman
wearing a tallit.

So this morning I returned to pray at the Western
Wall with around 20 other students to observe the
new moon, a time traditionally associated with
women. We woke up much earlier than we usually
do for a day of classes and made our way to the Old
City. We were, surprisingly, the first people to
gather. We were stopped by a security guard from
entering the main women’s section and redirected.
We thought this was his own form of protest, but it
turned out to be a prior arrangement with the
organisers of the Women of the Wall. The space
designated for our service was barred by two layers
of metal: to both separate and protect us from the
Orthodox women in the women’s section.

Not all of my group were female. Some of the boys
came with us to support us. They met with
incredibly harsh criticism from Orthodox men. One
of my friends was asked if he was transgender, one
had a cigarette stubbed out on him. They were
pushed, shoved and yelled at while standing outside
our designated prayer sections. I felt immense
pride when we walked out and the cheers of our
boys, who worked with security guards and IDF
soldiers to protect us, were louder than the screams
of these aggressive Orthodox men.

To get into that section, we had to push through
walls of Orthodox girls, shoving and yelling at us.
We waited for the leaders of Women of the Wall to
arrive and were told by an American man that there
was nothing Security could do to stop us praying in
the way that we felt was right and authentic.
According to traditional Jewish law (Halacha)
women are not permitted to read from the Torah,
wear Tallitot, or Kippot, all religious expressions
permitted to men. Reform Jews believe in
egalitarian practice and therefore women may
choose to participate in all ways. The Western Wall
is regarded as perhaps the most holy Jewish site on
Earth. Jews come from all around the Diaspora to
pray and leave notes for God within the cracks of
this enormous outer wall of Herod’s temple, which
has endured the hardships of the Jewish people
since 19 BCE. Women of the Wall (headed by
Anat Hoffman) aims to bring equality of access to
the Wall. They run services at the commencement
of each month and also offer a Bat Mitzvah. These

The Kotel should be a place of peace, a place for
Jews to pray, regardless of what stream they align
with and regardless of gender. This should not be a
place of hatred, prejudice and fear. It’s not about
the wall itself, but about practising my religion in a
way that is meaningful for me and combatting the
inequality that exists in Judaism. I felt that I was
really helping to make change. I know for sure that
I never felt so connected to Judaism and to being a
woman as I did this Rosh Chodesh morning.
Mathilda Wise (who was supported at this service
by LBC’s Hannah Steiner and Adam Black)
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Contemplation

Eulogies

2016/2017 LBC Office Bearers and Staff

If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies,
please ask us.

Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au He is unavailable on
Thursdays, except for emergencies.

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre

Co- Presidents
Mr Mannie Gross & Dr Jim Beck
Vice President (and Chair of House)
Ms Tanya Warms

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of
words is available from the LBC Office

Co-Hon. Secretaries
Dr Tom Beer

&

Co-Hon. Treasurers
Ms Marlis Cohen

Kedem’s service for the Soul
A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush: 10am on the fourth
Shabbat of every month in a private home in
Caulfield South. All welcome.

Dr Julie Contole
&

Mr Mark Pryor

Immediate Past President
Mr David Rose
Board Members
Mr Martie Abraham
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky
Ms Deb Ogawa
Dr Michael Polack
Ms Lisa Sylvan
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9576 2277.

Deadline for next Profile
We love to receive contributions from members and
are happy to format your items for you.

(Care)
(Library)
(Youth Ed)
(LBAC)
(Membership)
(Ritual)

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals

Please have your material for the
June / July 2017 issue
to the LBC Office before 16 May 2017

When mailing items to us:
Please always use our postal address:
PO Box 430, Kew East 3102
to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us.
LBC Volunteer group

Contact Office:
T:
E:

9819 7160
office@lbc.org.au

Mrs Ruth Jacobs
Ms Inna Lysy

Administrative Secretary
Resource Officer

Are you interested in getting
involved in some projects to help
beautify LBC? Perhaps you are a
gardener or handy with tools or a
paintbrush?
Contact the Office if you would like to
volunteer your services, or if you wish to register for
our new Volunteers Facebook group.

This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by Ruth Jacobs.

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for
details.

Profile

is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au

14

15

16

