Presidential Musings

Having been a Co-President for a
matter of weeks I am on a steep
learning curve. My learning is
being guided by both Mannie as
the continuing Co-President and
Tanya as Vice-President.

received a Menorah Award from
B’nai B’rith for her outstanding
contribution to the development of
Victoria’s regional Jewish
communities. Linda has been a
leader in Progressive Judaism
Victoria’s Outreach Program working
with communities in Bendigo and
Mornington.

One soon realises that a team
approach embracing staff,
volunteers and committees is the
only way of managing the large amount of work
involved in the planning and delivery of LBC’s
program of festivals and services. Coordinating these
activities with the wider Jewish community is also a
demanding task.

A number of other important events have taken
place in our calendar, with Pesach being closely
followed by Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzmaut. LBC’s Communal Seder was led by Rabbi
Dr John Levi and Cantor Galit Klas and the evening
was considered by all to be spiritually uplifting. Rabbi
Levi also spoke at LBC’s Yom Ha’atzmaut dinner
organised by the House of Study. Tanya Warms led
a visit by LBC to the Islamic Museum of Australia.

The question of how best to focus our activities to
maintain and develop a vibrant and exciting
Progressive community that is capable of serving the
needs of future generations was the topic of a
special Board meeting dealing with strategic
planning. The meeting was facilitated and guided in
its deliberations by Ron Steiner.

Looking forward, we have Shavuot services and
festivities including LBC’s Cheesecake Challenge on
30 May, to be judged by congregant and food writer
Rita Erlich, and to be followed by our traditional night
of study.

This month we welcome back Rabbi Jonathan KerenBlack and his wife Sue. Rabbi Jonathan has been on
study leave while also managing to spend time
sharing Pesach with family. During his absence, we
have been extremely fortunate to have our Shabbat
and Pesach services led by an experienced team of
leaders including Rabbi Dr John Levi, Jonathan Taft,
Linda Stern and Albert Isaacs. Our lay leaders
prepared well and presented insightful comments on
the weekly Parashot.

In closing it is appropriate to mention the departure
of Co-President Mannie Gross, Regina and Yona on
an exciting 6-week tour encompassing Israel (where
Mannie and Regina will be attending the WUPJ
“Connections 2017” conference), Europe and China.
We wish them great happiness and a safe return.
Jim Beck (and Mannie Gross)

I am particularly pleased to note that Dr Linda Stern

FUNDING THE SQUARE

Over the coming months, the verandah and
entrance will be repaired, the exterior walls will be
painted to blend with the shul, and the front garden
will be replanted.

An earlier edition of Profile introduced Completing
the Square, an exciting project that Leo Baeck
Centre is undertaking to refurbish the office building
and gardens and bring to fruition what our early
planners saw as a sanctuary, Kiddush hall and
administrative complex arranged around an inviting
courtyard and play area.

To help fund the $30,000 cost of the project the
Board has launched an appeal. There has been a
modest response to the request for donations; so far
we have received only $4,000.
As Co-President, I would like to
commend the generosity of those
members who have donated.

These changes will yield:

Better safety and security for all

Better offices for staff

Better play areas for our youth

An improved streetscape.

For those who have yet to
contribute, please read the
brochure enclosed with this
edition of Profile and if you can
donate please return the attached
form.

Work on the project has been underway since
March and our internal changes are almost
finished. The results are there to see: a more open
and work friendly office environment with a
dedicated copier room and a clear line of sight from
the office across the courtyard to the
Sanctuary (photo taken through new window).

Jim Beck, Co-President
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Rabbinic Reflection - Community Building

might wonder why this
unremarkable picture is there
(page 2) – except that the window
was not there before – this wall
was previously a large cupboard!

In my last visit to Tasmania as their Consulting Rabbi
at the beginning of May, I was in Hobart for Shabbat
and Launceston on Sunday, conducting ‘Two services
and a wedding’ as the bride described it, alluding to
a well-known film of similar name!

Our other co-President, Mannie
Gross, is currently in Israel where
he and Regina are participating in
the annual Connections
Conference of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism (WUPJ).
When Rabbi Dan Freelander, President of the WUPJ,
spoke at Leo Baeck last year, he said that in the US
the age of big building projects was over. Instead of
building synagogues, they are trying to build
communities. To me, though, suitable (not overstated and opulent) buildings and the communities
that occupy them are synergistic. No point in having
a building without activity (like Launceston), which is
rather like a body without a soul, but it is also very
difficult to maintain a thriving and healthy soul
without a suitable body to live in. But the two
together can create something greater than the
separate parts: a thriving, bustling, dynamic,
spiritual community. This is always commented on,
for example, when we hold a Bar or Bat Mitzvah
celebration at Leo Baeck.

Hobart and Launceston shuls are 2 of the 3 ‘neo
Egyptianate’ or Egyptian revival style synagogues
still in existence (the third is Sir Moses Montefiore’s
synagogue in Canterbury, Kent). Whilst Hobart is still
in regular use, Launceston is not, though I did do a
Havdalah celebration
and discussion there on
my last visit. As a
heritage building, it is
now managed by the
National Trust, who
very kindly managed to
strip and polish the
wooden floors, fix the
ceiling and repaint the
interior in time for the
wedding! I said during
the ceremony that it
was a historic occasion,
and indeed it must
have been a long time
Rabbi Jonathan and his wife Sue
in the Launceston shul
since the shul had seen
so many guests! A lady
came up to me after and introduced herself as
having lived in Launceston all her life. She got
married there 63 years ago – and her sister, 57.

Isaiah 54:13 says ‘Great shall be the peace of your
children (banayikh)’. But the Rabbis of the Talmud
taught ‘read not ‘banayikh’ but ‘bonayikh’ – Great
shall be the peace of your builders! (Berachot 64a).
My teacher Rabbi John Rayner z”l commented (in ‘An
Understanding of Judaism’) that we do indeed need
to build – but not primarily higher towers or mightier
machines – we should be building better human
beings and a more harmonious society. There is a
phrase which has given its name to at least one
project in Israel, Livnot u’l’hibanot – to build and be
built up. This indicates the two-way nature of
community building. We need to do both – to
continually maintain and improve our physical
resources and surroundings, keeping them fresh,
safe, attractive, cared-for, at the same time as we
work on developing, educating and strengthening our
youth and our whole community. Don’t forget as we
come to the end of another tax year, that your
assistance to supporting education in our
congregation can be fully deductible.

And, she said, there hadn’t been a wedding since
then! Altogether a lovely and memorable weekend,
and we didn’t see a drop of rain until we got back to
Melbourne! Rabbi Allison Conyer is now taking on the
Consulting Rabbi role, as I have taken over
responsibility for our two congregations in New
Zealand (Auckland and Wellington) whilst they are
both without a permanent Rabbi, and also for the
three smaller communities in Dunedin, Christchurch
and Waikato (Hamilton), and I’ll be visiting them
later in the year (sadly not late enough though to be
any warmer!).
I understand that our Auckland community is
currently renovating its kitchen and toilets,
expensive parts of a community building to keep up
to scratch. And, as you will know, and as coPresident Jim Beck has outlined, we are currently
undertaking a significant project ourselves, called
‘Completing the Square’, which opens up our site,
improving security and welcome, and improving also
the working environment for our office staff who
spend many diligent hours keeping our congregation
running so smoothly and efficiently – including the
production of this Profile magazine, which seems to
get better and more informative each edition. We
really need your financial generosity to support this
project. Note the view through the window – you

And, though we keep our shul building fairly fresh
and comfortable, as it approaches its 50th birthday and its carpets need renewing, and its roof has been
patched so much but we still can’t quite keep the
rain out, and it costs so much to heat and cool - who
would turn down a fairy-godmother who would give
us a new shul building? We can but live in hope!
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black
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What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

Shabbat morning services

Telelink

Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm
and concluding with the blessing of the
Shabbat candles at 4.45 pm.
Philosophical, religious, and social topics
are discussed.

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.
Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch
at which there is usually a guest speaker. We have
scheduled sessions on 24 June and 22 July.

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity
for people who may be isolated in their homes
to make contact with one another.

NEW INITIATIVE!
Winter Soup Shabbat

Contact the Office about joining.

Care Committee

Please join us for a bowl of
warming winter soup at 6pm on
Friday 7 July, followed by an
erev shabbat service from 6.15
to 7.15. We'll be doing this on
the first Friday of each month
through the winter: subsequent dates are 4 August
and 1 September. See notice on next page.

Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC
members who need it. This may include visiting the
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.
If you need assistance or want to join the group
please ring the LBC Office on 9819 7160.

Friday Night Kids
Bring your younger family members, 5 to 5.45 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the month.

Did you just upgrade your PC?
LBC needs a laptop to add to its
complement of electronics for
community use. We don't need the latest
equipment. Simply a laptop with a USB
port that is capable of driving an
external monitor. Can you help?

This activity provides a short opportunity
for a story and some Shabbat songs and
shared candle-lighting and challah before
going home to your own Shabbat dinner.
Our next sessions are 16 June and 21
July..

Shabbat Unplugged
Our next Shabbat Unplugged sessions will be 16 June
and 21 July, and will be followed immediately afterwards by an a two-course catered
non-meat meal, at a cost of $14 for
adults and $45 for a family of four.
As always, the service at 7pm is free to
all, but you'll need to book for dinner in
advance at trybooking.com/EGVV (book early to
ensure your place – we are sometimes booked out!).

The Shabbat Study Group is back!
LBC’s shabbat study group convenes in a weekly
format from 9-10 am on Saturdays. Topics are not
limited to Torah parashot, and we have a variety of
presenters.
Coffee and bagels are available on arrival.

Copies now available in the LBC Office.
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

Book Club

Jewish Jam Session

10.30 am Sunday 2 July

4.30 pm Sunday 25 June, 23 July

Join us while we discuss ’The 188th
Cry Baby Brigade—A skinny Jewish
Kid from Chicago fights Hezbollah’,
by Joel Chasnoff . You may
remember that he kept us
entertained last year with various
anecdotes from his life.

Jewish Jam sessions at LBC involve informal music,
where musicians, singers and appreciative
audiences play, sing or listen to tunes or songs which
are Jewish-themed or composed (however, at times
we also sneak in a few pop songs as well).
You are invited to bring your own instruments and
sheet music or sing or just sit back and relax and
listen! No prior experience or competence with music
necessary! Just a love of music.

The following session will be 7:30
pm on 3 September when our
book will be John Clare’s ‘Last Waltz in Vienna’.

Active Retirees
Our (usually) twice-monthly sessions
are normally on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month.
Watch Weekly Update for details.
Gold coin donation.

Israeli Dancing
Some of our ‘Jammers’

9.15 am—noon Tuesdays
$9 donation per session
Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps?

House of Studies (HoS)
10 for 10.30 am Sunday mornings,
9, 16, 23, 30 July and 6 August

The first part of the class is geared to beginners.
Everyone is welcome to join the group.

View and discuss renowned historian Simon
Schama’s: History of the Jews in 5 Episodes.
Come to one, come to all.

LBC Walking Group

Light refreshments at 10 am: our program begins
promptly at 10.30 am, each morning.

Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to,
and wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so
please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.

Small note contribution.

Stillpoint Yoga meets at LBC at
6.30 pm on Thursday evenings

LBCinema

Phone Catherine on 0408 362 229 for details of and
bookings for this gentle yoga activity.

Our First Session for 2017 will be at 7 pm on
Saturday 10 June, preceded by Havdalah.
See details elsewhere in this issue.
$10 per head.
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Community Happenings

Congratulations to

Volunteers

Kathy and Adam Bergman on the
birth of their daughter Emma.

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,
Brenda Brook,
Kathy Deutsch, Alison Harcourt, Albert Isaacs,
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Rob Kendall, Greg Kerr,
Christine Lederman, Julie-Anne Lilienthal,
Gillian Lubansky, Paula Messer, Val Silberberg,
Ruth Taft.

Deborah Frenkel and Jarrod Pohl on
the birth of their first child, Mika.
Photographer Judi Schiff on her
participation in the ‘Marvellous Melbourne’ Exhibition
at the Hilton at South Wharf until 8 June.
Linda Stern on being awarded a B’nai B’rith
Menorah Award for her work in the community.

Special Birthdays
June:

July:

Prudence Douez
Felix Menke
Iain Messer
Peter Silberberg
Kathe Baud
Tom Beer
Jan Epstein
Daniel Langer
Yvonne MacBean
Alisa Meadow
Virginia Steiner
Tony Weldon

Special Wedding Anniversaries
July:

Andrew and Judith Kaye

Donors
We sincerely thank all of you
who have made donations to
the Leo Baeck Centre from
11 March—17 May 2017
Anonymous, P Bliss, L & M Bloom,
J Bornstein & T Bernard, P & V Brass, B Brook,
D Brous, V Brous, M & S Cass, M Cohen, H & M
Cooklin, Z Dann, H Duband, M Gottlieb-Drucker,
D Halprin, A & R Huze, L Jacobs, J & R Joseph,
S Kaye, G Kerr, E Lednar, P & M Mandie,
S Marmor, E Moszkowicz, B Novy, H & J Palmer,
J Rosenthal & A Pellicano, P & J Rosham,
P & J Schiff, S Scott, R Shapero, V Silberberg,
R & S Solomon, J & M Taft, L & S Taft, R Taft,
D & C Thomas, I Traeger, S Winocur, G Zyskind.
As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.

B’Nei Mitzvah
We will celebrate the B’nei Mitzvah
of:





Josh Kentwell
Cameron Witt
Blake Harvey

Rabbi Jonathan has been meeting
informally with various
congregants at a local chocolate
and coffee shop. Here is some
recent feedback received:

10 June
17 June
15 July

We wish them, and their families, Mazeltov at this
special time in their lives.

Condolences to
Joe Isaac and all the family on the death of Golda.
Terri and David Nathan and family on the
death of Terri’s mother, Anita.

“ Many thanks for your invitation
to meet with us on Monday, and
to do so in an informal setting
that allowed us to really open up about ourselves
and our personal lives. Looking back I was surprised at how widely we ranged over so many
aspects of our lives and our personal histories,
and where we have come to.”
If you would like to meet up with the Rabbi in this
way, please let the office know: 9819 7160.

We thank Julie Contole for
her careful proof-reading and we
apologise for any remaining errors.
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Profiling Albert Isaacs

railway enthusiasts in Market St, in the CBD. Later,
Albert studied for a diploma in freelance journalism
and ran ‘Write to the Point’, a professional writing
service which concentrated on proof reading and
writing CVs and which he continued until 2015. He
now tutors ‘Comparative Religion’ and ‘Movies
through the Decades’ amongst other topics at U3A in
Nunawading. He has maintained his interest in
operating railways and continues to collect vintage
records.

A man who wears many hats, Albert continues to be
actively involved with the LBC community. This
connection began in 1949 in the Isaac family home,
when Albert became a junior Sunday School student
of the newly established Eastern Suburbs branch of
TBI, which subsequently became the LBC. The
following year, Rabbi Dr Herman Sanger held the
first service in the Isaacs’ family music room.
Albert’s mother, Berta Hart, and father, Fred Isaacs,
were 5th and 6th generation Australians, their
families arriving here between the 1830s and 1880s
as free settlers or influenced by the gold rush. The
Sephardic family moved from Holland to England
where Berta’s forebear, Rabbi Aaron Hart, became
the first Rabbi to be recognized as Chief Rabbi of the
British Empire. Albert’s parents have a shared family
background including a period in Jamaica where a
relative of Berta was the first person to free slaves.

While growing up, Albert’s family celebrated Friday
nights and Seders at home and attended TBI Eastern
Suburbs Congregation for the Jewish holidays. He
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah, the first B’nei Mitzvah to
be celebrated in the Eastern Suburbs Branch, on a
Friday night at Lorne Grove because Rabbi Sanger
officiated at the TBI on Saturday mornings.
Always interested in other religions and being
surrounded by churches in Auburn, Albert’s father
took him to church services, purely out of curiosity,
but Albert recalls how he always vetoed the singing
of hymns if they contained words related to Jesus.
From this grew an interest in
comparative dialogue between
Jews and Christians as a result of
which he became a founding
member of the Council for
Christians and Jews 32 years
ago, and has been a member of
the executive committee for the
last 25 years including 22 years
as secretary. He is also a
member of the Jewish, Christian
and Muslim Association.

Berta grew up in Albury where her father was a
jeweller. When he died in 1930, his wife and family
moved back to Melbourne and joined the TBI, where
Berta sang in the choir. Fred, a piano and singing
teacher, who also adjudicated in
music competitions, sang in the choir
for the last service in the Bourke St
Shul and the first service at the
Toorak Rd (Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation) choir in 1929. During
WW2, while working as a teleprinter
operator in the Royal Australian Air
Force, Fred became a member of the
TBI choir. Fred and Berta were
married by Rabbi Sanger in 1944,
set up a family home in Auburn and
had 3 sons, Albert, Bob and Victor.
Albert, the eldest, was born in 1945.
Fred and Berta died in 1981 and ’82
respectively.

Albert has been a lay reader at
the LBC for about 20 years and
enjoys writing and delivering a
Drash. Since 1967, has also
served on the Board at different
times. He currently convenes the
House of Study committee and is
an active member of the Ritual committee.

Albert attended the Auburn South
Primary school followed by
Camberwell Central and Camberwell
High School. As a Sunday school pupil in his own
home, Albert’s first teacher was Judi Schiff (nee
Herman). Albert was able to pursue his hobby
interests into his professional life, in particular in the
area of stamp collecting and operating railways. He
developed his own business as a stamp dealer in
Cookson St, Camberwell, worked in the camping
industry, and for 10 years managed the shop for

In recognition of these services at LBC, Albert has
been awarded the Ner Tamid award by the UPJ and
the B’nai B’rith Hatikvah award both for his roles at
the LBC and on the Council for Christians and Jews.
Profiled by Val Silberberg

See back page for details of exciting Klezmer event planned for 2 August.
If you have an interest, book early. Places are limited.
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What’s on in June . . . . .

Mon 19 Jun
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Thu 1 Jun
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)
Fri 2 Jun
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Tue 20 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Thu 22 Jun
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Sat 3 Jun
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
1 pm: Chavurah Lunch
3 pm: Spirituality shabbaton - off-site

Fri 23 Jun
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Sun 4 Jun
11 am: Annual LBC Brunch
Mon 5 Jun
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Sat 24 Jun
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
1 pm; Chavurah lunch
2 PM: Fine Wine, Fine Music with Albert

Tue 6 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Sun 25 Jun
4.30 PM: Jewish Jam session

Thu 8 Jun
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Mon 26 Jun
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Fri 9 Jun
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Tue 27 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 28 Jun
7.30 PM: Board Meeting

Sat 10 Jun
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
7 pm: LBCinema - Guarding the Galilee

Thu 29 Jun 2017
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Mon 12 Jun
Office Closed- Queen's Birthday

Fri 30 Jun 2017
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Tue 13 Jun
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Thu 15 Jun 2017
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)
Fri 16 Jun
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Catered Dinner (bookings required)
Sat 17 Jun
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM Cameron Witt
Sun 18 Jun
10 am: BM Mentoring - off-site
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. . . . and July

Sat 1 Jul
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Tue 18 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Profile Deadline

Sun 2 Jul
10.30 am: Book Club

Thu 20 Jul
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Mon 3 Jul
5.15 pm: BM Class

Fri 21 Jul
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
5 pm: Friday Night Kids
7 pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8 pm: Catered dinner - Bookings required

Tue 4 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing
Thu 6 Jul
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Sat 22 Jul
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
1 pm: Chavurah lunch

Fri 7 Jul
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
6 pm: Winter soup (6 pm) & service
(6.15-7.15) - see page 4

Sun 23 Jul
10 am: STORY OF THE JEWS episode 3
4.30 pm: Jewish Jam Session
7.30 pm: BM families wine and cheese
reflections

Sat 8 Jul
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
Welcome: Caroline Oblak

Mon 24 Jul
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Sun 9 Jul
10 am: STORY OF THE JEWS episode 1
(see back page for series information)

Tue 25 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Mon 10 Jul
2 pm: Active Retirees
5.15 pm: BM Class

Wed 26 Jul
7.30 pm: Board

Tue 11 Jul
9.15 am: Israeli Dancing

Thu 27 Jul
9 am: Profile mailout
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Thu 13 Jul
6.30 pm: Weekly Yoga (Charge)

Fri 28 Jul
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Fri 14 Jul
9.15 am: Morning Walk
9.30 am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Sat 29 Jul
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service

Sat 15 Jul
9 am: Torah Study Group
10 am: Shabbat morning service
BM Blake Harvey
7 pm: LBCinema

Sun 30 Jul
10 am: STORY OF THE JEWS episode 4

Sun 16 Jul
10 am: STORY OF THE JEWS episode 2
3 pm: BM Workshop

Mon 31 Jul
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class

Mon 17 Jul
4.45 pm: Sh'ma program
5.15 pm: BM Class
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Care Committee’s ‘After Cancer’ Forum

these are available to be borrowed from the LBC
Library or sought from the Cancer Council ph:
131120.

On 26 March, LBC’s Care Committee sponsored a
most interesting and informative forum on the topic,
‘After Cancer’. A panel of speakers with different
areas of expertise covered life after initial treatment,
discussing common themes and long-term side
effects. The aim was to show that you are not alone,
whether you are patient, family or friend and that
there are many areas of assistance available to you.
The forum was a most positive, uplifting experience
for the audience who filled the Kiddush Hall and participated with their pertinent questions. The forum
concluded with a delicious afternoon tea contributed
by members of the Care Committee
We were extremely lucky to have such engaging and
charismatic speakers, most of whom are members
of LBC.

Last but not least we had the privilege of hearing
from Joel Nathan, a cancer survivor and educator
who movingly shared with us his experiences. Of
central importance were the questions he posed.

Firstly, GP Dr Ruth Leibowitz, spoke about the GP’S
role as a co-ordinator of a patient’s treatment.
Professor Geoff Lindeman, an oncologist and
research scientist with a special focus on breast
cancer, spoke about the sharing role that an
oncologist has with the care the GP provides and
with other carers involved. Among the issues he
discussed were: the definition of cancer, how it
develops and treatment options. He talked about the
notion of who is a cancer survivor.
Andy Robinson, oncology nurse, spoke about the
information and support offered by nurses to a
patient moving smoothly from patient to survivor.



What will you do with the life you have left?



What would you do if you had one week, three
months or three years to live?



The elephant in the room is death. How should
one live life to the full? Cancer gives one
permission to be oneself.

Most of us have been touched by cancer, whether as
patient, family member, friend or health
professional. Joel Nathan’s story was an inspiring
reminder of the strength of the human spirit and
that we can all benefit from his wisdom in our lives.

Tee Pham, oncology Social Worker, discussed the
areas that Social Workers contribute towards a
psychosocial approach to the impact of cancer. She
discussed and provided important resources such as
Cancer Council brochures for our information and

Rena Lopata , Care Coordinator

Our chazanit (Cantor) Galit Klas has created a new Yiddish
musical theatre production, and it's almost showtime.
The Kadimah in Elsternwick will be transformed into a cabaret in a
warehouse in a Second World War ghetto. The show is full of biting satire,
beautiful songs and bittersweet comedy. All the songs were written by Jews
in various ghettos in the 1930s and 40s, so it's a rare opportunity to get an
insight into the cultural life of Jews during the war.
All the dialogue is in English, and there are English translations sung with
the catchy songs, so don't worry about not understanding.
It would be great if you could go along and check out the show: there are
8 performances, starting with a preview (discount tickets!) on 15 June.
There are brilliant artists singing, dancing and playing music in the show and
you won't want to miss it.
Tickets are available now and you can read more about the show on the
website http://www.ghettocabaret.org.au/.
Hope to see you there.
Rabbi Jonathan
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Denial of Israel’s right to exist: a modern form of anti-semitism

Israeli and U.S. officials, along with supporters of
Israel, have long accused the United Nations of
irredeemable bias against Israel. According to U.N.
Watch, a pro-Israel group that monitors the
international body, the U.N. General Assembly
condemned Israel 20 times in 2016, compared to six
condemnations for the rest of the world combined.

By Ben Sales April 23, 2017 10:02pm

But Guterres emphasized that treating Israel fairly
“does not mean I will always be in agreement with all
the decisions made by any government position
taken by any government that sits in Israel,” but
adding he supports “the absolutely undeniable right
of Israel to exist and to live in peace and security
with its neighbors.” He also advocated the
establishment of a Palestinian state.
The Secretary-General, speaking ahead of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, called the Holocaust “the most
heinous crime in the history of mankind” and
promised to marshal the U.N. to eliminate
anti-Semitism.

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaking to reporters at the
world body’s headquarters in New York, Dec. 12, 2016.
(Drew Angerer/Getty Images)

“You can be absolutely sure, as Secretary-General of
the United Nations, I will be in the front line of the
struggle against anti-Semitism, and to make sure the
United Nations is able to take all possible actions for
anti-Semitism to be condemned, and if possible,
eradicated from the face of the earth,” he said.

NEW YORK (JTA) — United Nations SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres vowed to take action to
end anti-Semitism and called the denial of Israel’s
right to exist a modern form of anti-Jewish hatred.

Speaking the same day that right-wing populist
Marine Le Pen advanced to the final round of
France’s presidential election, Guterres decried rising
anti-Semitism in the United States and Europe,
which he said was fueled by populism.

Speaking (recently) at the World Jewish Congress’
Plenary Assembly in New York, Guterres said he
could not control all expressions of bias against
Israel at the United Nations. But he said Israel has
the right to be treated like any other U.N. member
state.

“We see today anti-Semitism alive and well,” he said.
“We see it in acts of physical aggression, murders of
Jewish people in different parts of the world,
destruction of property, destruction of monuments,
destruction of centers. And very unfortunately we
have seen the multiplication of forms of populism, of
xenophobia, of hatred.”

“A modern form of anti-Semitism is the denial of the
right of the State of Israel to exist,” Guterres said.
“As secretary-general of the United Nations, I can
say that the State of Israel needs to be treated as
any other state, with exactly the same rules.”

ISRAEL AWARENESS CONVENOR
There are many significant anniversaries for Israel
this year such as 100 years since the Balfour
Declaration and 50 years since 1967 and the
reunification of Jerusalem, and of course next April
will be Israel's 70th anniversary.
Our Israel Awareness program aims to bring a
variety of viewpoints about the opportunities,
achievements and challenges facing the Jewish State so that we understand its issues better and strengthen
our connections and relationship with it.

We are looking for someone who
understands the importance of this
task to help the House of Study
Committee to set up and organise
these activities, perhaps 3 or 4 times
each year.
If you might be interested and would like to discuss
further, please contact Rabbi Jonathan direct, or
through the office - 9819 7160.
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And music in our wider community . . . .

David Kram explains what motivated him to write the
Cantata, “I’ve long been a fan of John Monash and as
a musician, it felt natural to use colours of sound, to
illustrate significant events of his life. Kevin’s poem
inspired me to compose PEACE as an opera, but
gradually the writing took the form of a cantata; an
en-masse piece for multiple soloists, choirs and
orchestra, together representing the men, women
and children from the places he lived in Melbourne
and regional Victoria”.

On Saturday 9 September Melbourne’s Hamer Hall
will host a world premiere of ‘PEACE – A Cantata for
John Monash’. This will be an
exciting and unique musical
journey into the life of Sir John
Monash, arguably Melbourne's
most famous son and a famous
Australian who contributed to
almost every level of Australian
life.

Following key themes of love of family and loyalty to
country, PEACE travels through the early years of life
in Jerilderie to his student days at Melbourne
University, as an engineer and business man in the
heart of Melbourne, and as a soldier and leader of
WWI Australian troops in Gallipoli and France. There
are poignant moments in the work where the tragedy
of war and its effect on Australia are starkly
juxtaposed with the innocence of children’s songs
and larrikin student ditties of his days at university.

The cantata, composed by David
Kram, is based on Kevin
O’Flaherty’s poem 1918,
celebrating the life and exploits of General Sir John
Monash GCMG, KCB, VD (1865-1931). PEACE is the
first musical work to tell the story of the great man’s
life. It celebrates a great Australian success story on
the world stage.
The much-anticipated premiere of this work has seen
an enthusiastic response with over 300 singers from
community, schools and university choirs in Victoria
participating in what promises to be a memorable
concert for everyone who knows and understands
the impact John Monash has had on this city.

Kram brings to life key characters of Monash, Bertha
(his mother), Mathilde (his sister) and a cast of
others who appear in recitatives, ensembles and
arias commenting on significant events of his life.
Featuring four soloists, baritone Michel Laloum,
soprano Lisa Anne Robinson, mezzo-soprano Kristin
Leich, and bass Eddie Muliaumaseali’I, together with
a chorus of over 200 singers from community, school
and university choirs in Victoria and a symphony
orchestra, conducted by David Kram, the work offers
a rich diversity of sound.

The music and libretto explore Sir John’s leadership
qualities, community-mindedness and how Australia
shaped him (Melbourne, Jerilderie, Scotch College,
Melbourne University, engineering, militia). Far from
a glorification of war, the work is pervaded by
Monash’s dictum “Equip yourself for life, not for
yourself alone but for the benefit of the community”.
Kevin O’Flaherty’s 1918 captures the spirit, life and
times of Marvellous Melbourne and Australia’s
Federation which formed Monash and to which he in
turn developed and contributed so much. The work
honours the memory of all volunteers and their
sacrifices at home and on the fronts in WWI. It also
provides intimate insights into Monash’s family life
including the humorous side of his character.

Various sections of the Cantata had been performed
at concerts since 2011. The entire work will be
performed in September for the first time.
Calling for expressions of interest: If you are
interested in this fantastic opportunity to attend the
performance, please contact the office. If we have a
group of interested people from our community, we
can arrange for LBC members to sit together and we
can also help with transportation to the Hamer Hall,
if required.

David Kram’s music is replete with melody, inspired
by the music that Monash himself knew and loved.

Concert in Memory of Babi Yar Massacres

orchestra, soloists and
a 180 voice male choir
it will create significant
interest and publicity in
the wider community
about these events.

The Zelman Orchestra is producing a huge concert,
based on Shostakovich’s Symphony 13, to take place
in Hamer Hall at 2 pm on 17 September 2017. This
will commemorate the end of the 75th Jewish year
since the worst of the Babi Yar massacres near Kiev
in September 1941, when the Nazis and their
collaborators killed 33,771 Jews. During WW2, well
over 110,000 people were murdered at Babi Yar.

Bookings through
Arts Centre Melbourne
Box Office.

Zelman’s will be one of the most significant of the
world-wide commemorations of these horrendous
massacres. Hopefully, with a 92 strong
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Youth Jottings
So you’re over B’nei Mitzvah age … what next?

Meet the B’nei Mitzvah

Are you over B’nei Mitzvah age and wondering what
your shul might still have to offer you?

Welcome to a new section of Profile, showcasing the
intelligent young people who have recently
completed their B’nei Mitzvah at the Leo Baeck
Centre. Please make them welcome!

What do you think of some of these ideas…
Career sessions: forums, talks, networking or
match-making you with potential career
mentors. For example, a panel of medical
professionals, a Q&A with a career counselor, or an ongoing coffee meeting with
someone living out your #careergoals?

Name: Noam Geva
Favourite sports: Mountain bike
riding, surfing, soccer, basketball,
football (Aussie Rules)
Favourite teams: Melbourne
Demons, Melbourne City

Helping to organize social action activities,
like our annual Mitzvah Day. For Mitzvah
Day 2016, we baked cakes for the Nourish
food van, which is a TBI initiative that
provides food to people in need. Do you
want to help organise Mitzvah Day, maybe
benefiting a charity that means a lot to your
family? Let us know how we can help you
organise this.

Favourite music: The Cat Empire,
Aussie hip hop, and most music
from Triple J.
Favourite TV show: The IT Crowd
(I like comedies.)
Favourite food: None

Something else interest you?
Art shows, social nights, or
Shabbatim? Let us know!

Best holiday: Sandy Point
Jewish family history: My Jewish great grandmother Rachel (father’s side) was from Poland and
was in the Holocaust. She met up with my great
grandfather from Russia and moved to Israel. My
mother comes from a Christian background.

Get in touch with Youth Engagement
Worker, Jessica Bellamy, and share
your ideas.
Phone: 0413 086 138,
Email: Jessica@lbc.org.au

RABBI JONATHAN URGES PARENTS TO DIARISE
THE DATES for NETZER SUMMER CAMPS
to avoid booking holidays that clash!'
MachaNetzer 2018 Netzer's Federal Camp (located in Victoria this year)
Sunday 7 January until Tuesday 16 January:
For years 9-12
MachaNoar 2018 Netzer Melbourne's Summer Junior Camp
Tuesday 23 January until Sunday 28 January
For years 3-8 (and year 11 junior leaders)
For more information and updates, please visit the camps'
page on the Netzer website - netzer.org.au/camp
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Contemplation

Eulogies

2016/2017 LBC Office Bearers and Staff

If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies,
please ask us.

Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au He is unavailable on
Thursdays, except for emergencies.

Bequests to Leo Baeck Centre

Co- Presidents
Mr Mannie Gross &
Vice President
Ms Tanya Warms

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of
words is available from the LBC Office

Co-Hon. Secretaries
Dr Tom Beer

&

Co-Hon. Treasurers
Ms Marlis Cohen

Kedem’s service for the Soul
A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush: 10am on the fourth
Shabbat of every month in a private home in
Caulfield South. All welcome.

Dr Jim Beck

Dr Julie Contole
&

Mr Mark Pryor

Immediate Past President
Mr David Rose
Board Members
Mr Martie Abraham
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky
Ms Deb Ogawa
Dr Michael Polack
Ms Lisa Sylvan
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9576 2277.

Deadline for next Profile
We love to receive contributions from members and
are happy to format your items for you.

(Care)
(Library)
(Youth Ed)
(LBAC)
(Membership)
(Ritual)

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals

Please have your material for the
August / September 2017 issue
to the LBC Office before 18 July 2017

When mailing items to us:
Please always use our postal address:
PO Box 430, Kew East 3102
to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us.

LBC Volunteer group

Contact Office:
T:
E:

9819 7160
office@lbc.org.au

Mrs Ruth Jacobs
Ms Inna Lysy

Administrative Secretary
Resource Officer

Are you interested in getting
involved in some projects to help
beautify LBC? Perhaps you are a
gardener or handy with tools or a
paintbrush?
Contact the Office if you would like to
volunteer your services, or if you wish to register for
our new Volunteers Facebook group.

This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by Ruth Jacobs.

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for
details.
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au
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An LBC group,
organised by
Tanya Warms,
had a fascinating visit
to Melbourne’s
Islamic Museum
on 30 April
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ק׳׳ק שמע ישראל

LEO BAECK CENTRE
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
www.lbc.org.au | 03 9819 7160

PRESENTS

29 MARSHALL VOIT
JULY
8PM

A SOCIAL JUSTICE SING-ALONG

IN CONCERT WITH FRIENDS

AHAVAT HINAM
•

MAX JARED EINSOHN
& SHANNYN GELBART

BOOK: TRYBOOKING.COM/QIJF
TICKETS

$15
$10 21UP TOYO

OR CALL 9819 7160 (M-F 9-12)

VENUE: LEO BAECK CENTRE FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
31-37 HARP ROAD, KEW EAST, 3102

LBCINEMA 2017/5777 winter season
ALL SHOWINGS START AT 7pm with Havdalah - Entry still only $10!
Saturday 10th June - GUARDING THE GALILEE - 2017, the
site in Queensland slated to be Australia’s largest coal-mine, producing 60
million tonnes per year (if it isn’t stopped), with a discussion/action session,
and THE MAN WHO PLANTED TREES, 1987 Canadian short
animated film directed by Frédéric Back based on Jean Giono's novel, the
moving and inspirational story of a shepherd's single handed quest to re-forest
a barren valley. With the Jewish Ecological Coalition and ARRCC.

Saturday 15th July –THE FAREWELL PARTY

– 2015, 95

minutes Israeli, Hebrew with subtitles. Black comedy. A unique,
compassionate and unlikely funny story of a group of friends at a Jerusalem
retirement home who decide to help their terminally ill friend. When rumors of
their assistance begin to spread, more and more people ask for their help, and
the friends are faced with a police investigation as well as a life and death
dilemma. This film asks deep questions about how we want to die when the
time comes – and questions why we can’t decide for ourselves!

Saturday 19th August – THE LITTLE TRAITOR

– 2009,
Israeli, 88 minutes. Starring Alfred Molina and featuring Theodore Bikel, this is
a coming of age tale of the unlikely bond between a soldier and a spirited
Jewish boy set against the backdrop of the birth of the State of Israel. It is
based on a novel by acclaimed author Amos Oz. The movie takes place just a
few months before Israel becomes a state. Proffy Liebowitz, a militant yet
sensitive eleven year-old wants nothing more than for the occupying British to
get the hell out of his land. Proffy and his two friends spend most of their time
plotting ways to terrorize and/or blow up the British until one evening, while
he's out after curfew, Proffy is seized by Sergeant Dunlop, a British officer.

16th September – DENIAL, 2016, 109 minutes. Many of us still
remember the sensational libel trial infamous Holocaust denier David Irving
brought against American academic Deborah Lipstadt in the late 1990s.
Irving, a disgraced British historian and Hitler apologist, brought the suit
against Lipstadt and her publishers after she called him a racist in her book
and accused him of deliberately manipulating facts to suit his own prejudices.
The way the British justice system works, the onus was on Lipstadt and her
legal team to prove she was right, not for Irving to prove that she was wrong.
The action effectively put the legitimacy of the Holocaust on trial.
Denial is followed by supper and short s’lichot service at 9.00pm with shofar, to
help prepare for the New Year. This is a powerful service, finishing by 10pm.

16th December – THE LIGHTHORSEMEN. 1987, 131m - As
the centenary of the Battle for Beersheva is upon us, we show again this
powerful film depicting the key role of the Australian Light Horse in the capture
of Beersheva, allowing for the ultimate establishment of the State of Israel.
The Australian Light Horse Regiment is thrust into the last great cavalry
charge when the British campaign in Palestine becomes stuck, in 1917. In a
desperate attempt to aid the Allies' cause, 800 young Australian horsemen set
off against gunfire and almost impossible odds in a desperate attempt to save
the attacking British soldiers from annihilation by the Turco-German Army.

Better safety and
security for all
────
Better offices for
LBC staff
────

COMPLETING THE SQUARE
You may have read in Profile about an exciting project that Leo
Baeck Centre is undertaking.
Our office precinct and front garden have received minimal
attention over the years. The time has come to refurbish the front
building and gardens and complete what our original planners saw
as a sanctuary, Kiddush hall and administrative complex arranged
around an inviting courtyard and play area.
‘Completing the Square’ aims to provide a modern, safe working
environment for our office staff while upgrading the ambience and
amenity of the building and grounds. Members and visitors will
experience an open and inviting office space with improved street
access.
Security and safety are prime considerations. Part of the work
involves replanting the garden around the office precinct with low
level shrubs. This will enhance the usage of the courtyard space by
creating a safer, engaging and more manageable play area for our
young ones. Security will benefit from a clear line of sight between
the office and the shul.
The Leo Baeck Board is appealing for your help in donating to this
worthy project.
The project will cost approximately $30,000. Work on the offices and
grounds has already commenced and completion is expected later
this year.

Better outside play
areas for our young
ones
────
Improved entry and
street frontage

Co-Presidents
Mannie Gross and
Jim Beck
invite you to consider
donating to
Completing
the Square
PTO for details

────

COMPLETING THE SQUARE
SAFETY, SECURITY AND AMENITY FOR ALL
LEO BAECK CENTRE NEEDS YOUR HELP
I would like to support LBC by making a donation to the Completing the Square program
PAYMENT OPTIONS
[ ] ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER to: Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism Inc (LBC)
BSB: 013400 Account no: 313324807 (please leave your name as payment reference)
[ ] CHEQUE: A cheque for $ .................. is enclosed, made to Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism Inc
[ ] CREDIT CARD: [ ] ONE-TIME or [

]* MONTHLY RECURRING donation of $ ............

*please insert the number of months
[ ] VISA [ ] MasterCard

Card no. __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

Expires __ __ / __ __

Name on card .................................................................................................................................................
AUTHORIZATION FOR RECURRING DONATIONS

I authorize the donation amount to be automatically deducted on the 15th day of each month, unless

otherwise requested. I may cancel this authorization at any time by notifying LBC.

............................................................................................................................
Signature and Authorization for automatic deductions from credit card

....................................................................
Date

DONOR INFORMATION
Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Email ..........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Phone: (day) .............................. (evening) ........................ (mobile) ....................................................
Please provide complete information to enable us to issue a receipt.

31-37 Harp Rd (PO Box 430), Kew East 3102. Vic, Australia
Email: office@lbc.org.au Website: www.lbc.org.au
ABN: 80 588 407 874
Affiliated with the World Union for Progressive Judaism

