Presidential Musings

W

e came to the close of our
High Holy Day services, the
sole physical reminder being the
sukkah which remained
steadfastly standing pending the
formation of a working bee to
dismantle it. The working bee
never eventuated. In a wonderful
illustration of what is the defining
spirit of our shul the sukkah was
quietly disassembled and stored by an unnamed
team of volunteers.
Thinking about this, there are many things that just
fall into place around LBC. Our Shabbat services run
seamlessly through the combined efforts of rabbinical
staff and volunteers including lay leaders,
shammasim, greeters and security guards. Likewise,
LBC’s well-tended gardens. Through the work of our
caretaker and gardening volunteers the flower beds
seem to peak in time for our outdoor festivals.
Channukah is now on the horizon and LBC’s freshly
planted front garden will be on show for the LBC
Channukah Barbeque (Sunday December 17th). A
generous donor is assisting with repairs to the ageing
Noah’s Ark and we expect to have this LBC icon
ready for entertaining the young.
With the repairs to the Ark we will have finished
Completing the Square, a project to which many
generously gave and others contributed their
professional expertise. A small gathering has been
arranged for Sunday, November 19th to mark the
occasion.

You will be aware from earlier
editions of Profile that the LBC
Board is engaged on a strategic
planning exercise which tries to
envisage the shape of our
congregation and shul in the
decades to come. The
investigative work underpinning
the planning is starting to come to
fruition. A study of demographics
shows that our membership is largely centred on
Boroondara and the adjacent municipalities. It also
draws attention to the need to broaden our appeal to
younger families living in the outer municipalities of
Whitehorse, Maroondah, Banyule, Darebin and
Moreland.
A paper examining the future operation of the Board
is also being discussed. The findings point to the
need to free the Board from procedural matters so
that it can better focus on strategic issues such as
the future direction and ongoing sustainability of the
congregation. The large number of sub-committees
(14) reporting to the Board is identified as a factor
limiting Board time.
In closing I would like to note that Co-President
Mannie and Rabbi Jonathan are representing LBC at
the Union for Progressive Judaism conference and
annual general meeting from the 9th to 12th
November. The event is located on the Gold Coast
and hosted by Temple Shalom.

- Jim Beck and Mannie Gross

MAZON FOOD APPEAL THANK YOU
This letter arrived in response to our ongoing support the
MAZON Food appeal:
Dear Friends
Thank you for your generous donation to the ASRC
Foodbank. Our Foodbank ensures asylum seeker families without
work rights or income support are still able to access groceries.
We wouldn't be able to provide that service without donations like
yours.
At this stage we are seeing around 520 asylum seekers through
the Foodbank each week and have found that 1/3 of these are
relying on us as their sole source of food. This is a staggering
amount, but highlights the responsibility we have to our clients to
ensure that enough healthy and safe food is in consistent supply
until more humane immigration policies are realised by our
Government.
And don't forget to like our ASRC Food Network page on
Facebook to keep up-to-date with all the ASRC's Foodbank
activities and requirements.
Many thanks and kind regards,
Chony and the Foodbank Team
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre

2

Rabbinic Reflection

I

So if it is not about miracle oil,
what is the real miracle of
Chanukah? It is that we Jews are
still here, millennia later,
celebrating the framework of
Jewish life, our belief in the one
invisible power of the universe,
celebrating Jewish survival.
Earlier in the year, Sue and I
were lucky enough to visit Rome.
There we stood, looking at Titus’ great arch – Titus
was the general who destroyed Jerusalem and the
second Temple in the year 70 CE, 244 years after the
Macabees had rededicated it, before becoming
Emperor when his father Vespasian died. There,
depicted in marble relief are some of our Judean
ancestors from nearly 2000 years ago, slaves in
chains, carrying the riches from the Temple, and in
particular the Golden Menorah, to Rome. We had
seen it many times in pictures and in facsimile in the
Diaspora Museum in Tel Aviv, but to see the real
thing was unexpectedly powerful. What we had not
realised, though, was that those Judean captives,
and thousands more, had then been set to work to
build the gargantuan Coliseum, towering over the
arch. What innumerable ways have we Jews helped
form the world of today? – and though the Greek and
Roman empires passed long ago, we remember, as
we light the Menorah of hope, that we are indeed still
here, and still have much to do in helping build a
better world!

n Jerusalem’s old city, many houses have an alcove
let in to the front wall, often with a sliding window.
It is to put the Menorah (more specifically the
Chanukah Menorah) in. Why? Because the intention
is ‘Pirsumei Nisa’ (Aramaic), to ‘publicise the
miracle’. It is supposed to be put in the position
facing on to the
public space; many
people put it in the
window. Years ago
I suggested this to
a family – and the
result was a neatly
diagonally cracked
full width double
glazed unit. So
please don’t put it
too close – candles are hot! In terms of public
buildings across Israel, you’ll often find a large
electric menorah on the roof, again in the interest of
‘pirsumei nisa’ (and I am sure there is a connection
here with Christmas trees and also with those
menorah-looking stepped candlesticks that Christian
homes often display in their windows).
What is this miracle that we are supposed to
publicise? It is NOT that a day’s vial of oil
inexplicably lasted 8 days. If we could do that, we
could solve the world’s energy problem! But that
story first appears in the Talmud some 600 years
after the Maccabees managed to reclaim the Temple
in Jerusalem from the Seleucid Greeks. The story is
told in the Apocryphal (not even in the Tanakh)
Books of Maccabees where we learn that in 164
B.C.E. ‘Judah Maccabee captured Jerusalem and the
Temple in Jerusalem was freed and reconsecrated:
“After having recovered Jerusalem, Judah ordered
the Temple to be cleansed, a new altar to be built in
place of the desecrated one, and new holy vessels to
be made.” Then, the holiday of Hanukkah was
established: “When the fire had been kindled anew
upon the altar and the lamps of the candlestick lit,
the dedication of the altar was
celebrated for eight days amid
sacrifices and songs.” Our best
guess would be that the
‘miracle oil’ is to add some
‘supernatural, divine’ element
to what is otherwise a story of
strategy and warfare.

Happy Chanukah (1st candle is Tuesday December
12) – and a Happy secular new year (Monday
January 1st)!

- Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black
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What’s happening in the LBC Community

WELCOME NEW STAFF

ARTS AT LBC

W

The Art Committee is delighted to announce its
initial plans for 2018.

e would like to
introduce Julie-Anne
Lilienthal to our office.
Julie-Anne is doing her
best to fill the shoes
since Ruth’s recent
retirement! Julie-Anne
has a background in
education as a teacher
and tutor in youth
centres and in the TAFE
sector, working with
young people disengaged from the education system
and as a therapist for children on the Autism
Spectrum with a focus on equipping these children
for mainstream schooling. Apart from her education
background she has a solid background in
administration, events management and marketing.
She has worked for a number of organisations in
both the public and private sector.

TRAVEL WITH VAL
Our first exhibition for the year, featuring the works
of Val Silberberg, will be launched on Sunday, 18
February at 2.30 pm at the Leo Baeck Art Centre.
Val Silberberg has travelled widely and created
evocative images of what she
has seen in many different
parts of the world. A selection
of these oils and watercolours
will be displayed and some
will be available for purchase.

Julie-Anne grew up in Sydney within the Great
Synagogue community and spent many summers at
GSY (Great Synagogue Youth) camps. She was a
member of their Friday night Junior Choir and had
her Bat Mitzvah under the guidance of Rabbi
Raymond Apple and Reverend Isador Gluck. She
was also an active participant within Maccabi,
primarily swimming and playing netball and
attended Maccabi Junior Carnivals.

WORKS BY YOUNG ARTISTS
We are calling for expressions of interest from young
people in Years 1-12 to have one of their works
exhibited by the Leo Baeck Art Centre in mid-2018.
Works can be any subject, medium and size but
must be solely produced by the young artist. We
have limited capacity to display three-dimensional
works, but these may also be considered for
inclusion in the exhibition.

Julie-Anne studied at Sydney Girl’s High School and
at year 11 moved to Melbourne where she attended
Mac.Robertson Girls' High School. From there she
studied Economics and Politics at Monash University
(Clayton) and also completed her Dip Ed in
Education at the University of Melbourne. At
University she was an active member of AUJS and
was at one time the Vice-President of MONJSS. She
attended and organised many AUJS camps and
activities, went on Academy to Israel and
participated in an AUJS Leadership program to Israel
and the USA while at university.

Contact the LBC office (9819 7160 or
office@lbc.org.au) to express interest in
participating in this exhibition and to obtain further
information. The LBC Art Committee reserves the
right to select the works that will be shown in this
exhibition.

She moved to Canberra with her partner Nadine
Cohen in 2001 where they lived and worked for 10
years and in that time had their son Ethan. The
family moved back to Melbourne in 2011 and joined
LBC.

.

Are you looking for something different for a
Chanukah gift? We have some of Jess Solomon's
original and quirky ceramics on display in the
cabinet in the Schule foyer waiting for a home.
So do spare a minute to look and consider next
time you attend Schule or call either Inna or Julie
-Anne in the office to make a time to come and
view the ceramics during the week.

Last year they celebrated a double simcha at LBC,
with their son Ethan celebrating his Bar Mitzvah and
to coincide with their 20th Anniversary Julie-Anne
and Nadine celebrated a commitment ceremony,
both under the guidance of Rabbi Jonathan. JulieAnne and Nadine recently spoke at our Chavurah
lunch to coincide with our Pride Shabbat
celebrations and are both active within the LGBTIQ
community.
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Profiling Linda Stern

inda’s journey to become a lay
leader at the LBC began in
upstate New York where her family
belonged to a Conservative Jewish
community. Her paternal
grandparents, Ben and Molly,
came from a Yiddish speaking
shtetl in Krzemeniercz, Poland
(now in the Ukraine) and in 1915
settled in the USA with their
daughter, Bessie. Her father
Marvin and his younger sister,
Clara, were born in the USA.
Grandfather Ben was a carpenter
who began life in the USA as a
travelling furniture salesman,
eventually setting up his own
furniture business. Linda regularly
visits her father, Marvin Katz, who
was born in 1916, practiced as a
lawyer for many years and lives in
the New York area.

Melbourne University. This lead to
a 25 year academic role in the
computer science department at
Melbourne University. Her research
in bioinformatics was directed at
developing computational tools to
detect patterns in genomic data.
Now retired, Linda is an honorary
fellow and continues to be involved
in research projects.

Born in 1947, Linda completed her
High School education at the
Emma Willard School, a private
school for girls. As an
undergraduate at the Barnard
College, Columbia University in
New York, Linda studied chemistry
prior to completing a PhD in
molecular biology at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine,
Yeshiva University in New York. A
postdoctoral fellowship in clinical
microbiology at the State
University of New York in Buffalo
prepared Linda to be in charge of a
hospital department in that
discipline.

As a child, Linda spent 5 hours a
week at Hebrew School, attended
shul weekly, Shabbat and Yom Tov
were family celebrations and she
recalls family discussions on
Jewish topics around the table on
Friday nights. While studying for
her Bat Mitzvah, Linda learnt to
chant. At university, Jewish
observance came to a halt, which
lead to a 30 year hiatus without
entering a shul.

L

While a postdoctoral fellow, Linda
met Vic, an Australian studying for
his PhD in computer science. They
married in 1980 and journeyed
through Africa for 4 months en
route to Melbourne. Linda’s first
position in Melbourne was as
supervisor of the clinical
microbiology laboratory at St
Vincent’s Hospital, a role she
pursued for two years prior to the
birth of their daughter, Sarah, in
1982. Subsequent to maternity
leave, Linda carried out research
in molecular biology at the Peter
MacCallum Cancer Foundation.
While on maternity leave after the
birth of their son, Michael, in 1988,
Linda completed a Graduate
Diploma in Computing Studies at

In 1994, while celebrating a Seder
at a relative’s home in the States,
5 year old Michael complained
“this is boring”. This prompted a
decision to commence Jewish
education for Michael at primary
school and so sparked his interest
in Judaism. Linda took Michael to
High Holy Day services at the LBC,
loved the music and was inspired
to begin her journey back to
Judaism with a particular interest
in the spiritual aspect. Linda was
invited to join the Chazon
committee to develop an LBC
vision and she subsequently
became a Board member. After
celebrating his Bar Mitzvah in
2002, Michael and his mother lead
a Shabbat service, subsequent to
which Linda joined the LBC ritual
committee. She currently enjoys
her position as a community
member working with the Rabbis
on the new Machzor, and was
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recently honoured to be chosen to
read from the new scroll for Erev
Simchat Torah.
In 2016, Linda received the B’nai
B’rit Menorah award for her
contribution to the Jewish
community outreach programme
to areas such as the Goldfields
(Bendigo and Castlemaine) and
the Mornington Peninsula where
she has lead services and
discussion groups. She now serves
as secretary for the Kehillat S’dot
Zahav Goldfields congregation.
Linda’s husband, Vic, who comes
from a Polish Catholic background,
was educated at Christian Brothers
schools in Geelong. He left the
church while a university student.
During WW2, his Polish father was
a member of the Polish army in
exile, fighting the Germans in
Italy, while his mother survived in
a German work camp. They settled
in Australia after the war. Vic, who
obtained his PhD in Computer
Science in the USA, currently
works in the department of
Computer Science at RMIT
University. Their daughter Sarah,
has a PhD in linguistics. Her field
work in Nepal took a socio
linguistic approach to how children
learn to speak the Sherpa
language. Michael studied an Arts
degree with a double major in
history and development in third
world countries. He is currently a
Public Relations Coordinator with
VTAC (Victorian Tertiary
Admissions Centre) which
administers the application
processes for places in tertiary
courses at Victorian universities
and TAFEs.
Although still involved with
projects at Melbourne University,
Linda currently enjoys travelling to
remote areas around the world
and her ongoing role with the LBC.
She also plays the piano, a skill
begun as a five year old and which
enabled Linda to accompany Sarah
on the flute and piccolo and
Michael on his trumpet for their
school music exams.
Profiled by Val Silberberg

What’s on at LBC? Religious services and activities, naturally.

SHABBAT MORNING SERVICES

CARE COMMITTEE

Every Saturday morning, throughout the year, we
hold our Shabbat services from 10 to about noon.

Our Care Committee offers assistance to LBC
members who need it. This may include visiting the
sick or recently bereaved, assisting negotiations with
aid authorities, or helping with suppers at Minyanim.

Everyone is welcome, and we look forward to you
staying afterwards to share in our Kiddush.

If you need assistance or want to join the group
please ring the LBC Office on 9819 7160.

Our fourth Shabbat service of the month is normally
followed by a shared BYO non-meat Chavurah lunch,
often with a guest speaker. We have a scheduled
Chavurah lunch on 27 January (Tu B’shvat theme)

FRIDAY NIGHT KIDS
Bring your younger family members, 5 to 5.45 pm,
usually on the third Friday in the month.
This activity provides a short opportunity for a story
and some Shabbat songs and shared candle-lighting
and challah before going home to your own Shabbat
dinner.

Care Committee convenor Alan Feldman with guest
speakers Daniel Pistritto & Elaine Saunders at a
recent Care event dealing with hearing loss.

Our next sessions are 15 December 2017 and
19 January 2018.

SHABBAT UNPLUGGED

LBC WALKING GROUP

Our next Shabbat Unplugged sessions will be
15 December 2017 and 19 January 2018 and will
be followed immediately afterwards by a two-course
catered non-meat meal, at a cost of $14 for adults
and $45 for a family of four. December service is
part of LBC’s Open Week-End, where the wider
community and students undertaking the
Introduction to Judaism course are invited to
experience LBC community vibe and participate in a
range of activities.

Starts from LBC on a Friday. If you are able to, and
wish to join us for a brisk walk for an hour or so
please contact Kathy on 0408 564 817.

LBCINEMA
7pm Saturday 16 December
The evening opens with Havdalah. $10 per person.
In honour of the centenary of the Battle of
Beershiva, we show The Light Horsemen, a
powerful film depicting the key role of the Australian
Light Horse in the capture of Beersheva, allowing for
the ultimate establishment of the State of Israel.

As always, the service at 7pm is free to all, but you'll
need to book for the 8 pm dinner in advance at
trybooking.com/EGVV (book early to ensure your
place – we are sometimes booked out!).

JEWISH JAM SESSION

LBC SHABBAT STUDY GROUP

4.30 pm Sunday 4 February

LBC’s shabbat study group convenes weekly from
9-10 am on Saturdays. Topics are not limited to
Torah parashot, and we have a variety of presenters.

Enjoy Jewish and popular music at our Jewish Jam
Sessions at LBC.
No previous performing experience is needed and
sheet music is provided.
Bring an instrument (if you have one), or your
singing voice, or just listen — and also bring a gold
coin donation.

Coffee and bagels are available on arrival.

TELELINK
The Telelink Conference Program is a free weekly
program beginning each Friday at 4 pm and
concluding with the blessing of the Shabbat candles
at 4.45 pm. Philosophical, religious, and social topics
are discussed.

HOUSE OF STUDY
Save the date!

Telelink provides a wonderful opportunity for people
who may be isolated in their homes to make contact
with one another.
Contact the Office about joining.

Join Rabbi Jonathan at 10:30am on Sunday
February 4 for our first House of Study session of
2018. The topic will be Assisted Dying in Jewish
Texts, covering a Jewish view on euthanasia.
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What’s on at LBC? . . Cultural and Social activities as well.

BOOK CLUB

DEBORAH'S WELL

7.30 pm
Sunday 17 December

LBC’s new women's group, Deborah's Well, have
two interesting meetings planned for early 2018:

Join us for our end of the year film evening at Jack
and Lilian Cohen's house. For details ring 98304097 .

A visit to the Amy Winehouse exhibit at the
Jewish Museum on Wednesday, 7th February,
from 2-4pm.

ACTIVE RETIREES

We'll have a guided tour through the exhibit,
followed by a proper afternoon tea in a private room
at the museum. The guide will join us for this. A $20
fee includes entry to the museum and the tea. The
exhibit has been extremely well received in London
and travelling round the world. Please check the
museum website for details.

2pm on 11 December:
Don’t forget to put the date into your diaries.
Rita Erlich will talk to us about “the secret life of
recipes”.
Intrigued? Come and hear what she has to tell us!
Is there a new volunteer out there?

The task involves finding a speaker/showing a film
for the afternoon of the second Monday of each
month. A social cup of tea/coffee concludes the
meeting.

The next meeting is Wednesday, 21 March at
7:30pm, at a private home. Sumera Ghazi will be
speaking to us about her experiences as a Muslim
woman in Australia. Sumera and her family
emigrated from Pakistan about 18 years ago. She re
-qualified here in early childhood education. She and
her husband and daughter recently returned from
making pilgrimage or Hadj in Mecca. Sumera is
warm and engaging, and I look forward to hearing
her perspective.

If you are interested, please contact Ruth on
ruthmtaft@gmail.com

If you are interested in coming, please contact Janet
Bau at janetlovesscrabble@gmail.com

After three years coordinating the Active Retirees
programme, Ruth Taft is stepping down. She
wonders if anybody else in the community would like
to take it on.

ISRAELI DANCING
9.15 am—noon Tuesdays
$9 donation per session

Deborah’s Well brings together the women of the
Leo Baeck Centre. We meet every 6 weeks or so to
build and foster friendships amongst the women of
our congregation. We aim to strengthen our sense of
community, our place in the wider Jewish world and
our bond with Israel.

Not familiar with Israeli dancing but want to give it a
go? Want to socialise while learning the latest steps?
The first part of the class is geared to beginners.
Everyone is welcome to join the group.
Final class for the year December 19th.

We reflect the diversity of the women involved with
the congregation and those within our catchment
area. We may be Jews by birth, Jews by choice,
Jews with a non-Jewish partner or non-Jews with a
Jewish partner. We may be members of LBC or not,
of any age, and single, married/partnered, widowed
or divorced.

Class returns January 30th 2018.

LBC ANNUAL LECTURE
Save the date!
Join the LBC community at 7:30pm on Sunday
March 4 for our Annual Lecture

Through Deborah’s Well we aim to further our
commitment to the ideals of Progressive Judaism,
even if our backgrounds reflect a wide range of
levels of religious observance. We hope to develop
programs that educate us, develop leadership skills
and encourage us into social action. We aim to
strengthen LBC by ensuring that we have a vibrant
group of involved women.

More details to follow.

PURIMSPIEL @ LBC
Save the date!
Purimspiel comes to LBC on Thursday March 1.
More details to follow.

We ask for a gold coin donation at each meeting and
meet in private homes wherever possible. We are
open to all suggestions as to how best to achieve
our aims.
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What’s on in December. . . . .

Mon 18 Dec 2017 Seventh night Chanukah
5:15pm: BM Class

Fri 1 Dec 2017
9:15am: Morning walk
9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Tue 19 Dec 2017 Last night Chanukah
9:15am: Israeli Dancing

Sat 2 Dec 2017
9:00am:Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
5:00pm:Spirituality shabbaton

Fri 22 Dec 2017
9:15am: Morning walk
9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Sun 3 Dec 2017
8:00pm: LBC Comedy Evening

Sat 23 Dec 2017
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service

Mon 4 Dec 2017
4:45pm: Sh'ma Program
5:15pm: BM Class

Mon 25 Dec 2017
5:15pm: NO BM Class

Tue 5 Dec 2017
9:15am: Israeli Dancing

Fri 29 Dec 2017
9:15am: Morning walk

Fri 8 Dec 2017
9:15am: Morning walk
9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart

Sat 30 Dec 2017
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
Sun 31 Dec 2017
New Year's Eve

Sat 9 Dec 2017
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
Mon 11 Dec 2017
2:00pm: Active Retirees
4:45pm: Last Sh'ma Program
5:15pm: BM Class
Tue 12 Dec 2017 First night Chanukah
9:15am: Israeli Dancing
Wed 13 Dec 2017 Second night Chanukah

LBC Office will be closed
from
Monday December 25 2017
and will reopen on
Monday January 8 2018

Thu 14 Dec 2017 Third night Chanukah
Fri 15 Dec 2017 Fourth night Chanukah
9:15am: Morning walk
9:30am: Exercise for the Young at Heart
5:00pm: Friday Night Kids
6:00pm: Open Week-End registration
7:00pm: Shabbat Unplugged
8:00pm: Chinese catered Dinner
Sat 16 Dec 2017 Fifth night Chanukah
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
5:30pm: Dinner at Vicky's
7:00pm: LBCinema - Lighthorsemen
Sun 17 Dec 2017 Sixth night Chanukah
10:00am: Session 1 - Festival cycle
11:00am: Session 2 - Life cycle
12:00pm: BM Mentoring (Kids only)
12:00pm: Chanukah BBQ & Chagim Program
2:30pm: Ask the Rabbi
3:30pm: Open Week-End Wrap up
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. . . . and January

Mon 1 Jan 2018
New Year's Day
5:15pm: NO BM Class

SUKKOT AT LBC
Karina Okotel, strident spokesperson
against Marriage Equality, was our visitor to
our LBC Sukkah on October 10.

Fri 5 Jan 2018
9:15am: Morning walk

An anonymous congregant sent this
comment after her visit: 'one of the most
impressive things about LBC is its embrace
of diversity and difference, which inevitably
requires us to create the space to debate
and disagree with people whose views we
may find repugnant.'

Sat 6 Jan 2018
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
Mon 8 Jan 2018
5:15pm: NO BM Class
Fri 12 Jan 2018
9:15am: Morning walk

It is easier to engage only with people we
agree with! But she certainly heard true
liberal positions both on Marriage Equality
and also refugees, asylum seekers and
offshore processing (which, by the way, she
says she does not agree with!), as part of
our very civil, sunny afternoon tea.

Sat 13 Jan 2018
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
Mon 15 Jan 2018
5:15pm: BM Class
Profile deadline
Fri 19 Jan 2018
9:15am: Morning walk
5:00pm: Friday Night Kids
Sat 20 Jan 2018
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
Mon 22 Jan 2018
5:15pm: BM Class
Fri 26 Jan 2018
Australia Day Office closed
9:15am: Morning walk
Sat 27 Jan 2018
9:00am: Torah Study Group
10:00am: Shabbat morning service
12:00pm: Chavurah - Tu Bishvat
Mon 29 Jan 2018
5:15pm: BM Class
7:00pm: A Taste of Judaism
Tue 30 Jan 2018
Profile mailout
Wed 31 Jan 2018
Tu B’Shvat
8:00pm Purimspiel rehearsal

9

And in our wider community . . . .
A MESSAGE FROM RABBI GILAD KARIV,
PRESIDENT OF THE ISRAEL MOVEMENT FOR REFORM AND PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM (IMPJ)

a
tradition to celebrate the holiday together with the
local Ethiopian community every year since its
establishment.

Dear Friends,
I have recently completed a visit
to Australia, where I had the
opportunity and pleasure to meet
members of the Progressive
Jewish community. I had the
privilege of sharing with them all
of the wonderful developments
and challenges going on in the
Israel movement, and hear from
them about the important work that they are doing
in their local communities. My visit to Australia came
just after we marked Diaspora-Israel Day, a new
holiday held on the 7th of Cheshvan, celebrating the
special bond between Jewish people around the
world, so the timing of my visit could not have been
better. We are so proud of the special events that
our congregations held, together with their partner
congregations.

And what better way to end the month of Cheshvan,
which places such a great emphasis on Jewish
peoplehood, than the pride we have in ordaining
four new Israeli Reform rabbis last Thursday. Leora
Ezrachi-Vered, Yair (YaYa) Tobias, Rinat TzfaniaSchwartz and David Laor joined the list of Israeli
Reform rabbis proudly ordained at the Hebrew Union
College (HUC), and in doing so, will mark the
ordination of the 100th Israeli Reform rabbi- what
Nachat!
In honour of this Ordination, leaders from the global
Reform Movement gathered together and marched
to the Upper Plaza of the Kotel with Torah Scrolls.
There we were met with unnecessary violence,
further evidence that Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
words of promise “One Wall One People”, repeated
again, just two days earlier, to the delegates at the
JFNA General Assembly, are meaningless without
action. You can read more in our Public affairs
Update below.

And perhaps it is no coincidence that just a couple
weeks later, this Shabbat we celebrated the Sigd
holiday, together with the Ethiopian community in
Israel. The Sigd is a holiday celebrated by Ethiopian
Jewry- Beyta Yisrael, marking the renewal of the
covenant between this community and God. The
holiday is traditionally marked by a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, a dream the Ethiopian community so
aspired towards for centuries. A few IMPJ
congregations have also embraced this holiday.
Kehillat “Yuval” in Gedera, for instance, has made it

In just one month, we will be celebrating Hannukah,
the holiday of light. There is no doubt that this
preceding month of Cheshvan has provided us with
many rays of light to fill our Hanukyah, manorah.
Sincerely,
Rabbi Gilad Kariv.

THE BEUTEL SEMINAR FOR PROGRESSIVE JEWISH LEADERSHIP
JERUSALEM, FEBRUARY 15‐25, 2018

T

he Beutel Seminar is a
prestigious ten-day seminar in
Jerusalem run by the Anita Saltz
International Education Center.
The seminar is housed in Mercaz
Shimshon-Beit Shmuel, the
headquarters of the World Union
for Progressive Judaism. It
overlooks the dramatic walls of
Jerusalem’s Old City. The
seminar offers: the opportunity
to study ancient texts and
history; discuss current political
and social issues; explore
spiritual pathways and concepts
of Jewish leadership – all within
a Progressive Jewish context.
Participants must be
recommended by their

community (i.e., rabbi, Jewish
professional and or local lay
leader) for their dedication and
commitment to their
communities (past and future).
Price: $1000 (includes
everything but a few meals,
limited scholarships are
available) plus airfare
For more information Contact
the Saltz Education Center
at saltz@wupj.org.il
By meeting and studying with
peers from around the world,
seminar participants connect
with Progressive Jewish
communities worldwide, form
powerful bonds with the State of
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Israel and strengthen their own
leadership skills as well as
Jewish knowledge.
The Beutel Seminar develops
leadership skills, communication
skills, Hebrew language skills,
cultural diversity training and
programmatic skills. The seminar
enables participants to increase
their knowledge about Israel as
a Jewish state and its connection
to Jewish history and Judaism.
The seminar offers the ability to
unlock Israel in a way that
enables the participants to find a
place for Israel in their own
Jewish journeys

Youth Jottings and more

SIX STAR STARS
LBC’s Six Star
Program for post Bar/
Bat Mitzvah youth
creates opportunities
that keep young
people Jewishly
connected. The
program incorporates
elements of leadership
and community
building. Students are
invited to return six
times in the year after
their Bar/ Bat Mitzvah
and be part of the
Shabbat service.
Recent b’nei mitzvah leading the service as part of the 6 Star Program

New member Elise proudly
wearing the WALK TO
SCHOOL badge she designed
which has been distributed
to all Yarra schools

MachaNoar is a fun and
informal Australian Jewish
summer camp for kids in
years 3‐8.
MachaNetzer, or Netzer’s
federal camp, is an
Australian Jewish Camp
which is a fun and
informal week long
adventure for kids in years
9‐12 (including pre‐shnat).
Both camps are immersive
and educational, focusing
on experiencing
Progressive Judaism,
personal development,
and much more.
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LBC Events

O

n November 19, LBC hosted a
morning tea for donors to the
Completing the Square project
which enabled the refurbishment
of the east side of the Centre, that
is the Kiddush Hall, library and the
office precinct.

The project was announced at the
start of 2017 and completed
shortly after the High Holy Days.
This project has made a significant
difference by modernising the
front of our premises.
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After the morning tea donors were
given an in-depth look at the
changes.

LBC Events

MITZVAH DAY
Thank you to all the members of our community who participated in Mitzvah Day 2017, on 19 November 2017.
We had a very enjoyable afternoon at LBC making food for people in need, writing cards to members of our
congregation, and creating 'fidget blankets' for people with Alzheimer's and vision impairment.

MITZVAH DAY PARTICIPANTS
Tanya Warms
Sally Beck
Lily Tagliano
Chiara Tagliano
Danielle Clayman
Karen Silberberg
Maya Marek
Tom Marek
Gali Marek
Ayal Marek
Julie-Anne Lilienthal
Lisa Sylvan
Julie Contole
Rachel Nankin
Jessica Bellamy
Deborah Ogawa
Jock Orkin & Monica Petterson
Jonathan Keren-Black

Nilu Nobel at JewishCare was very happy to
receive the blankets obviously made with love.
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Community Happenings

CONGRATULATIONS TO

LBC VOLUNTEER GROUP

Lisa Sylvan & David Waksberg on the birth of
their twin granddaughters.
Tony & Dorothy Kerron on the birth of their seventh great granddaughter.

Look at our updated garden:
Volunteers helped us with the work. Many other
tasks need willing hands—are yours available?

Phillip & Andrea Bliss on the birth of a granddaughter.

Contact the Office if you would like to volunteer your
services, or if you wish to register for our Volunteers
Facebook group.

Moss Cass on the launch of his book Moss Cass and
the Greening of the Australian Labor Party.
Linda Stern on being awarded a prestigious Ner
Tamid award at the recent UPJ gathering.
Belated Mazal Tov to Leon Taft on the occasion of
his 90th birthday in November.

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTEERS

SPECIAL BIRTHDAYS
December:

January:

Kara Pogos
Josephine Cohen
Ede Horton
Gabrielle Lindeman
Charlotte Fink
Maxwell Riess
Philip Brass
Claire Duband
Linda Stern
Maurice Duband
Stephanie Opeskin
Rachel Solomon
Rosanna Burgess
Joanna Flanc
Meribah Ruth Rose
Michael Polack
Meribah Rose
Jennifer Gold
Brenda Brook
Greg Kerr
Leon Bloom

NEW MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
Val Joyce
Alex & Rebecca Lubansky & family
Katy & David Naylor & family

Sue Aarons, Ailsa Jean,
Brenda Brook, Kathy Deutsch,
Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker,
Alison Harcourt, Albert Isaacs,
Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage,
Rob Kendall, Greg Kerr,
Christine Lederman, Julie-Anne Lilienthal,
Gillian Lubansky, Paula Messer, Terri Nathan,
David Rooseboom, Val Silberberg, Ruth Taft.

DONORS
We sincerely thank all of you who have made
donations to the Leo Baeck Centre from
20 September to 15 November 2017
Anonymous, Alan Feldman, Alexander & Ren
Lopata, Alexis Shub, Anthony & Dorothy Kerron,
Barry & Sue Aarons, Barry Fried, Ruth Beilin, Philip
Bliss OAM, Philip & Vivien Brass, Brian Schauer,
Bronia & James Beck, Charles & Josephine Cohen,
Christine Lederman, Marlis Cohen, Susan Cohen,
George & Kathy Deutsch, Rochelle & Robert
Dreyfuss, Joseph & Jan Epstein, Eric Taft, Fay
Kaufman, George Svenger, Goldie Zyskind, Paul
Grinwald, Joseph Isaac, J&L Wabnik, Joseph Isaac,
Judi & Peter Schiff, Stephen Kaye, Leon & Marjorie
Bloom, Harold & Gillian Lubansky, Margaret
Heselev, Mathel Miriam Gottlieb-Drucke, Michael
Fink, Dennis & Fairlie Nassau, Kenneth & Tanya
Opeskin, Paul & Jane Rosham, Derek Prinsley,
Rachel & David Markus, Renee Shapero, Colin
Riess & Julie Contole, Rita Erlich, Caroline Rose,
Sandra & Ian Hacker /Kennedy, Roy & Jennifer
Solomon, Nicola Stern, Jonathan & Marg Taft, Tony
& Vivian Weldon, Wanda Will, Kent Zoo.
As usual, we particularly thank the ‘repeat
donors’ on this list, and we apologise for any
errors or omissions.
This list does not include donations in respect to
casual seats for the High Holidays.
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Contemplation

EULOGIES

2016/2017 LBC Office Bearers and Staff

If you should ever require a copy of
one of Rabbi Jonathan’s eulogies, please ask us.

Contact Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black through the
LBC Office or rabbi@lbc.org.au He is unavailable on
Thursdays, except for emergencies.

BEQUESTS TO LEO BAECK CENTRE

Co- Presidents
Mr Mannie Gross &
Vice President
Ms Tanya Warms

Our Centre is dependent on donations to ensure its
continuing existence.
If you are considering making a bequest to LBC in
your Will, information regarding a suggested form of
words is available from the LBC Office

Co-Hon. Secretaries
Dr Tom Beer

&

Co-Hon. Treasurers
Ms Marlis Cohen

KEDEM’S SERVICE FOR THE SOUL
A spirited Shabbat morning service in the style of
Jewish Renewal including chanting, prayer and
meditation, followed by Kiddush: 10am on the fourth
Shabbat of every month in a private home in
Caulfield South. All welcome.

Dr Jim Beck

Dr Julie Contole
&

Mr Mark Pryor

Immediate Past President
Mr David Rose
Board Members
Mr Martie Abraham
Mr Alan Feldman
Ms Gillian Lubansky
Ms Deb Ogawa
Dr Michael Polack
Ms Lisa Sylvan
Dr Jon Taft
Mr Michael Taft

For more information please contact Rosi at Kedem
on 9576 2277.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT PROFILE
We love to receive contributions from members and
are happy to format your items for you.

(Care)
(Library)
(Youth Ed)
(LBAC)
(Membership)
(Ritual)

LBC Office hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 2 pm
Closed: Public Holidays and
Jewish Festivals

Please have your material for our
February/March 2018 issue
to the LBC Office before 15 January

Contact Office:
T:
E:

WHEN MAILING ITEMS TO US:
Please always use our postal address:
PO Box 430, Kew East 3102
to ensure Australia Post delivers it to us.

9819 7160
office@lbc.org.au

Ms Julie-Anne Lilienthal Administrative Secretary
Ms Inna Lysy
Resource Officer

JUDAICA SHOP
LBC’s Judaica shop is being rejuvenated. Browse our
offerings in the Synagogue foyer, suggest how we
could improve our stock, and buy your Life Cycle,
Shabbat and Festival supplies from us.

This edition of

Profile

We plan for our daily lives,
but have you planned for your death?

was edited by the LBC office team

Bet Olam Jewish Funerals is a 24 hour / 7 day a week service
for all those wishing to have a Progressive Jewish funeral.
We also can assist you with organising pre arranged
and pre-paid funerals.

Articles are accepted as expressing the views of the author, and not
necessarily those of the Editors. Articles may be edited for reasons of
length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted, contact Office for
details.
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication
No PP 325 999 10035

For all enquiries, please contact Rhonda Nirens on 9883-6237
or view our web site www.jewishfunerals.org.au
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