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Presidential Musings

I

am sure none of us ever
expected to attend High Holy
Day services via computer.
What a magnificent job all those
involved have done! The services
ran very smoothly in general, in
spite of a few technological hiccups.
I thank Rabbi Jonathan, Michael Taft,
Mannie Gross, Maurice Duband and the
cantors, and especially, for the first time, our tech
team with Elisabeth Holdsworth our tech shammas,
and help from others, who ensured that our services
were kept safe from intruders. We also thank the
lay leaders who contributed and ensured that Rabbi
Jonathan had support during this most unusual time.
It is wonderful that in spite of the ravages of the
current health crisis, LBC’s event calendar is still so
full. It continues to provide constant offerings even in
this unprecedented time and offers people the chance
to get involved from the comfort of home. Extending
a message from one of Rabbi Jonathan’s High Holy
Day sermons, it would be nice to see some new people
become involved because things are so accessible.
Join us for Friday night musical Shabbat, Saturday
morning services, an event on the calendar - or better
yet - join a group such as ritual, communications,
membership, LBAC, REJEWVENATION or any of the
many other groups that support the running of
LBC. I see it as a great time to check out the groups
that make LBC what it is - a place where you’re
welcomed, noticed and can get involved. The Rabbi’s
compendium and the weekly e-profile will list these
activities, and some external ones too. Send an email
to the office, check the LBC calendar to see what’s
happening, and get contact details for groups of
interest.
Another inspiring event coming up is the UPJ Biennial,
which will be held exclusively online on Sunday 8th
November. It is a wonderful opportunity to participate
in this event without having to worry about the
expense of accommodation and travel. You can go to
upj.org.au to register.

Of course, we look forward to the time when we can
gather together safely but we won’t forget what
we’re learning about being more connected. We
will continue to use virtual means going forward as
well, in order to stay well connected.
By the time you read this, our Simkhat Torah
Services will also have been conducted. Simkhat
Torah gives us a once in a year opportunity to
recognise the contributions of two very special
people in our congregation. This year our
Khatan Torah was Ellis Edwards and Elisabeth
Holdsworth our Kallat B’reshit. Among the many
things Elisabeth does, she has been responsible
for ensuring that our zoom services run well and
securely. Her knowledge in this field has been
invaluable. Her contributions to LBC are numerous.
This year she has added to them by becoming
a Board member. Ellis has been a member for a
number of years. He was in charge of security
for some time, can be relied on to help out where
needed, and is currently our treasurer. Not an easy
task.
It is with sadness that I report on the passing of
our long-standing and dearly loved member Marlis
Cohen. Marlis has been, among other things, our
co-treasurer for many years, as well as doing so
much more for the LBC and wider community. Our
sincere condolences go to Sharene and her family
on this sad loss.
You will probably be aware that the Board, earlier
this year, established a temporary emergency
assistance fund to help keep people connected
with LBC in this most unusual of times. In Marlis’
honour, and to mark her contribution to the
community, we have decided to rename the
assistance fund the “Marlis Cohen Community
Fund’, and make it permanent. We thank Sharene
for allowing us to do this. More information on this
fund will be forthcoming shortly but contributions
as well as applications are already very welcome.
Shana Tova
Gillian Lubansky, LBC President

HELP US TO CARE FOR THE LEO BAECK CENTRE
As we start to consider returning to our regular activities at LBC, we are working out how
best we can take care of the building and grounds. In the past, we have had volunteers
coming in either on a regular basis to tend, prune and weed the gardens, or to polish the
silverware before the festivals, or to tidy and sort bookshelves, and we have also arranged
occasional working bees to blitz various areas.
On Yom Kippur the Rabbi talked about the opportunities to come forward and help, and if you
think there might be anything in these areas you could do, either hands-on or by helping to
organise a working bee, please call Julie-Anne in the office on 9819 7160 or email Tanya at
VolunteerCoordinator@lbc.org.au.
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THE CHANUKAH STORY
JEWISH SURVIVAL - WAS IT
REALLY THE WAY THE BOOKS
OF THE MACCABEES TELL IT?

I

did a little Wikipedia research
in order to remind us of the
details of the Chanukah story.

In the late fourth century before
the Common Era, Alexander
(‘the Great’), who was tutored
by Aristotle, had created the
massive Macedonian (Greek)
empire by conquering the Persian
and Indian empires, establishing
some 20 cities that carried
his name in the process, most
notably Alexandria in Egypt. But
when he died in Babylon in 323
BCE, his new empire was soon
torn apart and divided between
his surviving generals and
heirs, although the Hellenistic
civilisation he developed lived on.
One of these generals was
Seleucus I Nicator, who
established new and longerlasting power across most of
the lands that Alexander had
conquered in Asia, including
Judea, and this is consequently
known as the Seleucid Greek
Empire. Several of its later
leaders were called Antiochus,
and Antiochus IV took the title
of ‘Epiphanes’ or ‘God manifest’,
ruling from 175 to 164 BCE. His
title probably did not go down
well with the Judeans, whom
he persecuted heavily, issuing
decrees in 168 BCE forbidding
various Jewish religious
practices. A priest from Modi’in,
Mattathias the Hasmonean,
sparked the revolt against the
Seleucid Empire by refusing to
worship the Greek gods.
Mattathias is said to have killed a
Hellenized Jew who had stepped
forward to offer a sacrifice to
an idol, as well as the Greek
officer who was sent to enforce
the sacrifice. Then he and his
five sons fled to the Judean

Rabbinic Reflection

hills outside Jerusalem. After
Mattathias’ death about a year
later in 166 BCE, his son Judah
Maccabee led an army of Jewish
dissidents against Hellenized
Jews, of whom there were many.
The Maccabees destroyed Greek
altars in the villages, circumcised
boys, and forced Hellenized
Jews into hiding. Eventually
they claimed victory over the
ruling Seleucid dynasty by use of
guerrilla tactics and their speed
and mobility, around 160 BCE.
Judah’s nickname “Maccabee,” is
taken from the Hebrew word for
“hammer” and is now often used
to describe the Jewish partisans
as a whole as Maccabees.
The Maccabees are said to have
entered Jerusalem in triumph
and ritually cleansed the Temple
which had been desecrated by
Antiochus IV, re-establishing
traditional Jewish worship there
and installing Jonathan “Apphus”
(‘the diplomat’), Judah’s youngest
brother, as high priest. A large
Seleucid army was sent to
quash the revolt, but apparently
returned to Syria on the death of
Antiochus IV.
I can understand the success
of a guerrilla army living in the
caves of the Judean desert
around Jerusalem for years,
but have often wondered how
they managed to reconquer
the Temple – let alone hold on
to it and allow it to operate as
previously against the will of
the ruling power of the time, the
Seleucid Greek Empire? But Judah
Maccabee had already made an
alliance with Rome, tying the
hands of the weaker Seleucid
Empire, whose commander Lysias
agreed to a political compromise
that restored religious freedom.
However, both Professor John Ma
of Columbia University and Sylvie
Honigman of Tel Aviv University
argue that the main sources

indicate that
the loss of
religious and
civil rights
by the Jews
in 168 BCE
was not the
result of religious
persecution but rather an
administrative punishment
by the Seleucid Empire in the
aftermath of local unrest, and
that the Temple was restored
upon petition by the High Priest
Menelaus, who it seems was
already the high priest at the
beginning of the Maccabean
revolt and remained so to about
161 BCE, rather than being
liberated and rededicated by the
Maccabees. To me this sounds
far more plausible, even if less
heroic! And the eight nights,
or eight days the miracle oil
supposedly lasted? The festivals
before Chanukah are the ones
we recently celebrated: Sukkot
and Shmini Atzeret. Sukkot is a
week long – seven day – festival
– and on the eighth day the one
day festival of Shmini Atzeret
– concludes the whole festival
period. So the suggestion is
that when, in mid-winter, with
its long, dark nights, they were
able to resume Temple 'service as
normal', they celebrated the eight
combined days of Sukkot and
Shmini Atzeret late – illuminated
by lights and candles! Ironically
this is a festival beloved by
all Jews, perhaps especially
Progressives, when in fact it
marks a zealous uprising against
Jews more ‘integrated’ into the
surrounding culture (in their case
Greek influences). Overthrowing
the Seleucid Greeks is clearly
only a part of the story – a bloody
and violent attempt at preventing
Jewish integration being a part
that we don’t usually talk about!
One way or another, there was
certainly an extended period
...CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...CONTINUED | PLANS FOR THE COMING MONTHS
...CONTINUED

2300 years ago when things were way out of the ordinary for many years – when the Temple could not be
used – yet Judaism adapted and continued. When we put the Menorah in the window, we are performing the
mitzvah of ‘pirsumei nissa’, Aramaic for ‘publicising the miracle’ – but which miracle? It is not, as I say each
year, some magic oil that burns eight times longer than ever before. That is a Talmudic story from hundreds
of years later, without any basis. The real miracle is us, continuing our services through adversity, through
lockdown, adopting technology to our new religious needs to maintain community, educate our children,
celebrate Shabbat and Festivals. The real miracle we celebrate each year as we light the Menorah is ‘Jewish
Survival’ (not for its own sake but because we still have much experience and insight to share with the
world). And we are getting quite good at both!
Happy Chanukah
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black

PLANS FOR THE COMING MONTHS
To avoid confusion, and given that we don’t yet know how things are going to unfold, we have
decided that we will continue almost all our activities primarily on-line until the end of this
Profile period, which is until 31st January.
The few exceptions are detailed in this edition: They are intended to be outdoors, and, of course, subject to
the restrictions at the time.
1) Mitzvah Day – Sunday 15th November between 2 and 5pm. Basically, we encourage
you to go out and clean up your local area or park. Each time I go for a walk, I think I
should take a bag and gloves to pick-up litter, and this is a great time to do it, as part of
our collective Mitzvah Day actions. But watch out for more details shortly.
2) Saturday evening December 12th – we are planning to show an outdoor movie in the
LBC courtyard – "On the Basis of Sex", the story of Ruth Bader Ginsburg who died on
the eve of Rosh Hashanah. Seating will be socially distanced. We’ll start at 8pm with
lighting the Chanukah candles.
3) Sunday December 13th at 5.30pm – instead of our traditional Chanukah BBQ lunch,
we’re inviting you to bring picnic dinner and join us (location will be advised to those
who email office@lbc.org.au) – we will conclude by lighting the candles at 7.30pm.
The Sh’ma program will continue on-line until the end of the year, but we very much hope that we’ll be able
to commence next year on Monday February 1st back at LBC!
Our services will now be streamed mainly from LBC, as we are allowed up to 5 people to gather for that
purpose, though we are being very cautious to keep distance and disinfect as we go. The main benefit is
that we can have the cantor, organ and Rabbi together and the music is basically as usual services, and
much preferable to the Zoom limitations we faced when we could only have audio from one source at a time.
Given that many of our members are in the older and thus most vulnerable bracket, we are choosing to be
as safe as possible – even though we may be allowed back, it doesn’t mean we have to go back immediately!
Indeed the responses to services on line has been very positive, and many have found it easier and more
accessible, and have asked us to keep streaming – which we will certainly be doing – so keep joining us!
Never the less, once people are allowed to gather for services, we will also welcome those who wish to be at
LBC to come to shul, so long as strict social distancing is maintained at all times!
By the middle of January we will have to decide what we will be doing through February and March, but we
very much hope that by Pesakh we will be fully back in shul for those who wish.
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ONLINE SERVICES: HOW WAS IT FOR YOU?

How was it for you?
(With excerpts from an American article in ‘Forward’ by Dr Ron Woolfson, former UPJ Biennial scholar-inresidence – twice – called ‘There’s no Going Back!’).
Congregations that were barely live-streaming worship services suddenly had no choice. Resistance
to shortening services… mostly melted away… All programming was moved online in a nanosecond…
Just the thought that virtually every one of the more than 2,000 congregations in the (US)
Conservative, Reform, Reconstructing Judaism, Jewish Emergent Network, ALEPH/Jewish Renewal,
and independent minyanim offered some form of online worship was mind-boggling… The variety,
quality, and creativity on display was spectacular…

“We learned that creating
intimacy and connection is not
just about size or proximity,”
Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl
of Central Synagogue in New
York City said. “In some ways
our community felt smaller as
we had members reading Torah
and sharing stories from their
living rooms, and in other ways,
we were reminded of our global
Jewish family as we were able
to have prayers and songs read
from friends in Australia and
Jerusalem.”…
Some services were totally live
and other synagogues prerecorded everything, rather
than risk any technical glitches
during live streams. Many
decided on a hybrid combination
of recorded pieces and live
worship (as we did at LBC).
Empty sanctuaries were turned
into television studios…
Some synagogues distributed
prayer books, while a few
featured a moving chyron
of Hebrew, English and
transliteration of the prayers
on the screen – no book
necessary… Liturgy and
sermons were shortened...
Rabbis accustomed to talking
to large crowds were suddenly
speaking directly into a single
camera, an entirely new skill set
not currently in the curriculum
of the seminaries…

THE BIMAH ‘COCKPIT’ ON EREV ROSH HASHANAH

So, did it work?
“People were stunned by the intimacy of the experience and by
their ability to actually pray with a screen mediating their spiritual
encounter,” said Rabbi Brous (Guest speaker at the UPJ online Biennial
fast approaching - book NOW! on November 8th). “Most notably,
people with mobility challenges told us how grateful they were to be
able to access services from their homes and not have to fight for a
seat.”
“On the whole, I would say it was an exhausting, draining, difficult,
tricky and mostly triumphant substitution, but like all substitutions,
not the real thing,” said Rabbi David Wolpe of Sinai Temple in Los
Angeles: ” I think we came through remarkably well, and I am very
proud.”
Rabbi Moskovitz in Canada shared a bit of a secret. “I’m hearing again
and again, in whispers, in 'I-hate-to-admit-it’ voices that many, many
of our members enjoyed the service more from home…”
See overleaf for two pages of comments about the High Holy Days from
our own LBC congregants.
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ONLINE SERVICES: MUCH APPRECIATED HHD FEEDBACK

MUCH APPRECIATED

Services on Zoom and YouTube
L’shana tovah! You must be exhausted today,
or perhaps just exhilarated. What an amazing
feat you all pulled off for the High Holidays
with maximal good grace and humour in trying
circumstances. I’ll admit to taking the iPad
to the bedroom for Yiskor and N’ilah - I have
beautiful photos and keepsakes of my ‘oldies’
there, grandfathers and great grandfathers, and I
thought they’d like to hear the service!

It was also a real joy to use
the new Machzor.

Thank you.

We want to thank you for
the beautiful Rosh Hashanah
service. Your inspiring
sermon and the account
of the Shofar at Auschwitz
made the service especially
meaningful.

Well done to the entire team.
It was a real feat of skill and
endurance, not without its
glitches but, overall, just
wonderful. Thanks so much for
all you did.

I appreciated your references and tributes to Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg... I have also watched several
tributes to her on YouTube, and appreciate that the
fact that Progressive synagogues in the US have also
used remote technology for services has enabled some
very moving tributes to her including the one on Rosh
Hashanah from Central Synagogue NY. There are
also some very good interviews with her at 92nd St Y,
including one late last year. She achieved so much,
and as a Jew and a woman I am both admiring and very
proud of her.

It was such a connected
pleasure to be a part of
The High Holy Days at
home. Both of us are senior
members of the community
and the new technology
allowed us to stay much
longer in the service
than we would if we were
physically there.

We participated in Kol Nidrei and Yom Kippur services
at home via YouTube. Mazeltov to all those who
contributed to such a mighty effort. Unfortunately
though, we felt that the ‘five person’ rule exacerbated
the technical problems and that, consequently,
the services (Kol Nidrei in particular) lost a lot of
their solemnity and the sound was uncomfortable.
As much of the music was pre-recorded, did we
really need three cantors? Perhaps one of the five
people should have been a technical person. Then
the rabbi would have been able to focus solely on
the main activity - leading the services. It seemed
that shortening and rushing of some of the special
prayers was caused by concentration on technical
issues. Yom Kippur day was technically better, but the
quality of much of the sound was still difficult.

It was a great pleasure
listening to Michael [read
Jonah]. I want to thank
everyone involved in
today’s services. We can’t
all be together in actuality,
but it feels as if we are
all together. A beautiful
alternative under the
circumstances.

As always, you led us beautifully,
your sermons were well thought
out and delivered, and I feel
better today than I did two days
ago!
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I found the High Holy
Day services to be very
smoothly operated and
meaningful. I can’t say
enough thank yous to you
and others’ long hours
preparing and executing.

Keep well.

A big thank you to everyone involved
in bringing Yom Kippur to our
wonderful community. Thanks so
much for all your work bringing this
to us virtually. Thank you too … a
wonderful service in the current
circumstances. Ess gesind.

ONLINE SERVICES: MUCH APPRECIATED HHD FEEDBACK...continued

Thank you for doing such a fabulous
job zooming the High Holy Day
services. It was quite heart-warming,
in these isolating times, to feel that
sense of community and belonging
and to be able to join in the services
with others, (sort of), and hear the
cantors and the sermons. All your
hard work was much appreciated. It
will always be a year to remember!

Thank you very much for
the service yesterday.

I appreciate the work that you
and others put in to ensure
that we could observe these
important days despite the
challenging circumstances.

We both really got so much from
being a part of the community on
Yom Kippur. While we have been
on Zoom Shabbat before and were
aware of how the electronic Shul
worked, this was something else. We
both sat in the beautiful sunshine
and followed the service. The singing
was so beautiful. Thanks to the Rabbi
and those who made it possible.

Thank you and LBC
for such moving High
Holyday services.

Just wanted to say how great a job you and
all the others involved have been doing
through this challenging period. Juggling
all the tech during the HH while doing the
services has been fantastic, albeit it must
be very stressful. Very much appreciated.
Hopefully soon you can take a welldeserved holiday.

I attended services by Zoom for Kol Nidrei and part of Yom
Kippur, and also watched live on the You-tube link on Rosh
Hashanah (as I was too late to be within the hundred limit). I
think it is extraordinary that remote technology has enabled
services to take place at all under pandemic conditions, let
alone such major ones with so many participants. Thanks to
you and all involved in these arrangements. I well-appreciate
that the stress on you must have been exhausting to not only
conduct services but also control the technology...

Thank you for making such a point to
add RBG into the Yom Kippur service
and for including Rabbi Esther’s
remarks. I look forward to telling her
about it. Funnily enough, as you were
quoting Rabbi Esther, Rabbi Leo Baeck
was being quoted by Rabbi Zemel at
Temple Micah (where Esther used to
co-lead). We did some shul hopping
in different time zones this year.
Lockdown has been good for some
things.

I know this is the craziest
time of year for you and I
just wanted to say how much
I appreciate the work you
and others put in at LBC to
make services so accessible

I just wanted to say thank
you so much for the
wonderful Yomtov services.
They were very inspiring
and mazeltov to you and
the team for making it
possible under difficult
circumstances.
Brilliant sermon yesterday
morning & delivered with
passion! Do hope you have
recovered from what must
have been an exhausting
day.

I hope that you now can
relax and recoup some of
the energy that went into
the near flawless service! (I
only say ‘near’ because of
some technical difficulties,
that you handled with
aplomb!)

I look forward to continuing
to work with you on
nourishing our community
in 5781!

Thank you very much for all the
work you put into providing very
different but nonetheless special
Yom Kippur and even more
services. We were very grateful
to be able to participate in these
services at such a challenging
time.

It’s so wonderful being with
family and friends at LBC
for Kol Nidrei (albeit ten
hours early!). Well done to
the rabbi, Maurice and all
involved. I’m wishing you
all a Good Yom Tov from
London.
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SPECIAL FEATURE

Eulogy

MARLIS COHEN OAM
Miriam bat Uri v’ Alizia

b. Marlis Benfey 22/02/29, died 17/09/20, at age of 91.5

Marlis was born in Berlin
in 1929 to Alice, a Berliner,
and Fred Richard Benfey
from Mainz, both of
whom were doctors of
Economics and had met at
university. They were a very
assimilated Berlin Jewish
family, living in the beautiful
area of Charlottenberg,
until, under the Nuremberg
Laws, Marlis was forced to
change to a Jewish School.
Her memories of early
Jewish practice were very
limited – her job was to take
a bunch of violets to her
grandmother in shul at the
end of Yom Kippur!
Marlis remembered Kristallnacht.
She was nine and a half and her
father had been tipped off and went
into hiding. She could recall driving
into town the next morning, noticing
that all the windows were smashed.
By this time, they realised that they
had to get out. They were able to
get to Copenhagen where they had
a relative who exported butter to
Australia, and he managed to get
them papers to come to Melbourne.
As their ship came into Port Philip
Bay, it was surrounded by smoke –
it was the peak of the Black Friday
bushfires. The subsequent Royal

Commission noted that “it appeared
the whole State was alight on
Friday 13 January 1939”. This can
only have amplified their anxieties.
Hailing from Germany, they were
initially classed as enemy aliens.
Marlis attended St Michael’s Girls’
Grammar School, where she quickly
improved her English, adapted and
excelled there. Her father was able
to establish a small sheet metal
factory, initially making kerosene
heaters. In Germany her mother
had done a beautician’s course,
but could not work as beauticians
in Australia also had to have
hairdressing qualifications.
The dramatic change in location
and situation also led her parents
to a change of mind religiously and
they decided to become part of the
Jewish community in Melbourne.
Rabbi Sanger and Temple Beth
Israel were the obvious choice and
there they found many others with
similar stories and experiences.
Marlis prepared for her
confirmation, which she completed
under Rabbi Herman Sanger’s
careful supervision.
Marlis had a remarkable head for
figures, and her mental maths was
quicker than using a calculator. She
won a place at Melbourne University
to study science, and became a
bio-chemist at the Alfred Hospital.
Friends of her grandparents set up
a blind date at the WIZO ball with a
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young Jewish man, from England,
Lou Cohen. They were well suited
and in 1952, they became engaged.
Lou had been working as an aircraft
engineer at Fisherman’s Bend, and
later became a partner in Marlis’
father’s company. Whilst she was on
an overseas trip with her parents,
he found a property in the new
development being planned in the
countryside called North Balwyn
and when they married, on 5th
November, they moved into their
new home. They joined Temple
Beth Israel’s satellite group in the
Eastern Suburbs, which developed
into the Leo Baeck Centre. Marlis
and Lou were delighted when baby
Sharene came along in 1957. Marlis
finished at the Alfred, though she
continued to work on the finance
and office management for the
business.
Marlis was heavily involved in WIZO
and was a founding member of the
Natanya Group in 1954, and its
President in 1964. She held a great
many positions with WIZO and UIA,
which ultimately led to the muchdeserved award of her OAM for
services to the Jewish community
on Australia Day this year. Marlis
had to be persuaded to accept the
honour, arguing that she had done
nothing out of the ordinary or that
anyone else wouldn’t also do!
Sharene recalls sitting at the
kitchen table in June 1967,

SPECIAL FEATURE - EULOGY - MARLIS COHEN OAM...continued
counting money collected to send
to Israel during the six-day war,
when her mother was Chair of the
Victorian Women’s Division of UIA.
The following year, she became
Secretary of WIZO Victoria, moving
on to Co-Treasurer, Vice President,
President and Treasurer over the
years, often more than once. At
the same time, she held Federal
positions at WIZO Australia, having
two stints as Secretary from 1968,
as well as Co-Treasurer, Vice
President and Treasurer – a total
of 36 years in office there alone! In
1975, WIZO recognised her with the
prestigious Rebecca Sieff Award.
Marlis was enormously proud of
Israel, and passionate about the
amazing work that WIZO does there
and it was therefore a nominated
recipient for the High Holy Day
Appeals at Leo Baeck, helping to
raise thousands of dollars to add
to the huge amount she had helped
send to their life-changing projects
over the years. Marlis displayed a
depth of understanding, subtlety
and patience with Israel, allied
to an unwavering commitment
recognising the challenges it faces.
She had a deeply powerful sense of
justice, and a confidence that Israel
could and would become a light to
the nations. I think she would be
quietly grateful and excited about
the historic agreements doubling
the number of Arab neighbours with
which Israel will develop a warm and
growing peace and normalisation,
with more, we pray, to follow in the
new year.
She and Lou were delighted when
Sharene and Sam were married,
and excited at the arrival of the
grandchildren, Jonathan and
Michelle. She and Lou would visit
often and they both treasure

memories of their times together
and of the wonderful food she
prepared for them. She was so
proud of her little family, her
grandchildren and especially
Sharene, so evidently carrying on
the mantle of community leadership
- and whilst being a busy lawyer
and mother as well! Lou died
in 2001, and Marlis lost her life
partner, but with the support of
family and friends, she typically
and philosophically accepted the
new reality and got on with all her
commitments and responsibilities.
She was also fiercely independent,
insisting on staying in her own
home, even after multiple falls,
breaks and bruises.
Through all these years, Marlis was
also a committed and enthusiastic
member of the Leo Baeck Centre,
being on Committees and the Board,
and, from 1998, either co-Treasurer
or Treasurer virtually continuously
until she died. She would, in theory,
work voluntarily in the office every
Tuesday, but often came on other
days as well, and I eventually gave
up saying ‘Marlis, is it still Tuesday?’
In 1999 her work for Progressive
Judaism was recognised by giving
her the Ner Tamid (Everlasting
Light) Award. She was also made
a Life member of the Leo Baeck
Centre. Certainly, the congregation
would have struggled without her
care and time and skills. In 2004
she took on a lead role and learned
all the lines in our production of
“Kindertransport”, bringing her
experience, guidance and help to
the cast to make the performance
meaningful and powerful.
I should also mention the Union
of Progressive Judaism where she
was on the Executive for 6 years

from 1994, the Zionist Federation
of Australia, the Executive Council
of Australian Jewry, The Victorian
Union of Progressive Judaism’s
Treasure Trove Opportunity Shop,
for which she was Treasurer from
1992, the Raoul Wallenberg lodge
of B’nai B’rith Melbourne and the
Jewish Community Council of
Victoria. In 2006 Marlis received a
Community Recognition Award from
the Jewish Community Council of
Victoria, and in 2011 the Menorah
Award from B’nai B’rith Victoria.
In 2005, the Marlis Cohen Zionist
Youth Award was named in her
honour.
The list of awards and recognitions
is impressive and completely
justified.
We are lucky to be able to conclude
with Marlis’ own words, when
awarded the OAM in January: She
said: “I am delighted and feel very
honoured to receive the OAM, but
frankly I am amazed to be awarded
this medal, as what I have done is
much the same as countless other
members of our community are
doing or have done. As someone
who had the good fortune to be
able to leave Germany together with
her parents in the very last days of
1938, I am deeply grateful for the
very fortunate life I have had.
My parents were both actively
involved in the community and
encouraged me to be likewise,
so this award really belongs in a
great part to them. My communal
involvement has given me the
satisfaction of being able to make
just a very small contribution to the
life of our community and thus to
Jewish continuity.”
Zekher Tzodeket livracha!

MARLIS COHEN COMMUNITY FUND
Marlis cared so much for Community that we couldn’t think of anything more appropriate than
to rename the Covid Emergency Fund announced last edition as ‘The Marlis Cohen Community Fund’.
It will therefore be available to assist those in need through the Covid situation, but not be limited to that.
It is to strengthen and assist with Community (including members and membership), and particularly
with our own Leo Baeck Community and development into the coming years.
If anyone would like to honour Marlis’ memory by making a donation it would, of course, be very welcome
– but equally, if anyone feels there is some assistance that they need that might fall within the remit of a
Community Fund, please contact the office, Rabbi or President in confidence, as we would like to be able
to help wherever possible.
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MEMBER’S PROFILE - VAL SILBERBERG
her that it was “going to be very
hard for you to find work as a
woman architect.” He then asked
if she would consider studying
science instead?

Val Silberberg

The middle child of three girls,
Val was born in Melbourne to
an Australian-born mother and
NZ-born father. She can, in fact,
trace her mother’s family back to
1833 when an ancestor, Samuel
Emanuel, moved from the UK to
Australia, and it was his grandsons
who became pastoralists in the
Kimberley.

H

er mother’s father, Louis
Buchholz, was born in
Ballarat but died when Val’s
mother Mollie (later Mollie Buckley)
was about 3 years old. Jan Palmer
is a first cousin, born to Mollie’s
sister Joan. Mollie went to night
classes to learn how to be an
accountant.
Val’s father Lionel Shotlander,
a maths teacher, was born in
Wellington, NZ and arrived in
Australia to study to be an actuary
in 1931, eventually meeting
Mollie in Melbourne and marrying
in 1933 at the St Kilda Hebrew
Congregation. They met at Mollie’s
place when someone in Lionel’s
boarding house took him to “meet
some nice girls”.
Val grew up in Glen Iris, attending
Korowa School (opposite her
home) before studying science
at Melbourne University. Science
was not her first choice, however.
She was interested in studying
architecture but, in the style
typical of the era, her father told

After a BSc she completed a MSc,
both at Melbourne University.
With a taste for travel she gained
a position in London at the Dept.
of Chemical Pathology in the
University College Hospital Medical
School, simultaneously completing
her PhD on cell chemistry in fatty
livers and liver necrosis. She loved
her work there and did a lot of
travelling, both around the UK,
Ireland and Europe. But after three
years she felt it was time to return
home. Her own research in fatty
livers and pancreatic enzymes
continued at Melbourne University,
Monash University and then at the
Royal Children’s Hospital.
Frank Silberberg (a cardiologist,
who sadly passed away in 2013)
was a guest at a party that was
given by friends of the family.
Val did not really want to go to
that party and neither did he!
However, luckily, they did and they
were married ten months later
in 1964 at TBI by Rabbi Sanger.
Frank’s parents were members
there. Val was happy to move from
the orthodox environment of St
Kilda Hebrew Congregation to
progressive TBI as “philosophically
it was more to my liking”.
Three children followed: Karen
(working for the Health Dept
for children who are living in
“Out of Home” care) lives in
Melbourne, Andrew (a lawyer
whose last job was with a mobile
water purification company)
lives in Sydney, and Peter lives
in Byron Bay working both as a
GP in private practice and also in
Aboriginal Health in Lismore.
Moving to Deepdene soon after she
was married was encouragement
enough for Frank and Val to switch
allegiances from TBI to LBC,
which, of course, was much closer.
Later, using her original interest in
architecture, Val designed a new
house in Yarrbat Avenue Balwyn,
where the family later lived for
over 30 years.
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A Diploma of Arts majoring in
Jewish History followed at Prahran
College (now Victorian College
of the Arts). This led to Val
establishing a program (unique
at the time) of Jewish community
education together with Rena
Lopata (they met when their
children were at Netzer). Lecturers
included: Bernard Rechter, Paul
Forgasz, Rabbi Heilbrunn, Danny
Schiff and others. Sadly, the
program ceased after a few years
due to lack of funding/support.
Leading a team of other volunteer
readers for Vision Australia, Val
chose, coordinated and read aloud
science articles for 17 years. She
also spent 25 years as a describer
for Vision Australia clients,
describing theatre, musicals and
even guided tours, a role she
enjoyed and found very rewarding.
Val’s first foray as a volunteer at
LBC was helping with the Kiddush
many years ago and more recently,
as we know, to interview and
then write the profiles of LBC
members for Profile. The regular
profile of members is one of the
most popular articles of the LBC
newsletter. After four years, Val
still enjoys this role saying it is a
“privilege to be allowed to know
people’s private details”. As well
as opening her home to LBC
members for the Annual Brunches
and Deborah’s Well meetings, she
chairs the LBC Arts Centre (LBAC)
Group. This is a good fit for Val
who has been a potter and now
paints in oils and water colours
as one of her hobbies (not to
mention that she had her own very
successful exhibition at LBC some
years ago).
As well as painting, Val enjoys
the company of her eight
grandchildren (or visiting those
that live interstate – when
allowed!), walking, gardening,
traveling with art-guided trips
overseas, catching up with friends,
going to classical concerts and
theatre, and visiting art exhibitions
(again, all as restrictions allow!).
We hope she’ll be able to get back
to them all soon!

ARTICLE: CAN YOU FIND THE GIFT IN IT?

Can you find the gift in it?
(From a member who wishes to remain anonymous)
A few years ago, I was having a very difficult time. It
was at that time a very wise person said to me “Yes,
that sounds hard, but can you find the gift in it?” It
felt a little callous. But then she had me dig into the
personally and professionally difficult situation I was
in to come up with a few silver linings around those
dark, dark clouds. They did exist.
This phrase – can you find the gift in it? – has come
to my mind often in the past six months. These six
months have been hard. We can’t travel, we can’t
see people we want to see, we can’t do things we
want to do, and we worry about everything. It’s a
dark time for many. But, I have found a few gifts as
well.
I like not having the whirlwind which was every
morning and weekend day – trying to get everyone
to where they need to be when they needed to be
there and with all the things they needed to have
with them. I like having more meals as a family. I
like having more time to talk to my teenager. We
take family walks! When did we do that last year?
We started a family movie night each Sunday. We
spend the whole week negotiating the movie. I make
challah every Friday because working from home is
conducive to the mixing, waiting, kneading, waiting,
braiding, waiting, and cooking! I like our new
tradition to order dinner once per week to support

local businesses. I like the habit of meeting over a
walk instead of a coffee. I love the (long-distance)
family and friend Zoom calls.
Sure, meeting on Zoom is not as nice as meeting in
person. BUT – it has been more frequent for me. I
am touching base with people I care about more
often and more regularly.
Before the High Holy Days I was not excited about
the prospect of facing a screen for so many hours,
or standing, sitting and singing in my loungeroom.
But, do you know what? The treat of ‘travelling’ to
more than one Shul for erev Rosh Hashana hooked
me. Not having to schedule how much time the
kids would spend with me in Shul was a relief. They
could come and go as they wished and so could I.
And that’s what we did. I found myself on line for
every occasion, for nearly the whole entire time. It
was lovely. I am grateful to everyone who made the
services possible and spent so much time thinking
about how to make them meaningful, spiritual, and
inclusive.
I know there are many people having a hard time
right now. The list of reasons to feel sad / worried /
angry is long and legitimate. But as the wise person
asked me years ago – Can you find a gift in it?

Remembrance Service .
75th Anniversary of the end of WW2 1939-45
VAJEX Australia Inc
Invites you to join us in a Zoom based Remembrance Service to honour
all Jewish Service men and women who served in all wars;
both those who returned and those who paid the supreme sacrifice.
Sunday 15 November 2020, 11.00 am
For registration details please contact our Vice President, Marvin Bude.
Email vp.vajex@hotmail.com
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

11 November 2020
Sun 1 Nov 2020 | 14 Kheshvan
•

5pm PJV SERIES -BETWEEN FAUDA, SHTIESEL
AND WONDER WOMAN: A discussion on
modern Israel’s big and small screen

Mon 2 Nov 2020 | 15 Kheshvan
•

4.45pm NO Sh’ma

•

5.30pm NO BM CLASS

•

7.30pm EVE OF THE ELECTION - High & Lows

Fri 6 Nov 2020 | 19 Kheshvan
•

6pm UPJ Kabbalat Shabbat from the United
Hebrew Congregation of Singapore

Sat 7 Nov 2020 | 20 Kheshvan
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

8.30pm UPJ BIENNIAL Havdalah

Sun 15 Nov 2020 | 28 Kheshvan
All day MITZVAH DAY
•

11am Victorian Australian Jewish ExServicemen

•

2pm LBC MITZVAH DAY ACTIVITIES

•

5pm PJV SERIES - OUR PERSONAL CLIMATE
ACTION: What can we, as individuals,do to
combat climate change?

Wed 18 Nov 2020 | 2 Kislev
•

9am UPJ BIENNIAL CONFERENCE ONLINE

Fri 13 Nov 2020 | 26 Kheshvan
•

7pm Deborah’s Well (Details to be advised)

Fri 20 Nov 2020 | 4 Kislev
•

5pm Intro to Judaism class

•

6.30pm SHABBAT LIVE SERVICE

Sat 21 Nov 2020 | 5 Kislev
•

Sun 8 Nov 2020 | 21 Kheshvan
•

Kheshvan • Kislev 5781

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

Sun 22 Nov 2020 | 6 Kislev
•

5pm PJV SERIES -KEEP SHOAH MEMORY ALIVE
POST-SURVIVORS: Preparing for Holocaust
remembrance after the last living witnesses
have died

•

7.30pm ANAT HOFFMAN from Israel - HOS
-How Israeli Health workers are healing
Israel’s Prejudice

5.45pm NETZER SPROUT SERVICE

Wed 25 Nov 2020 | 9 Kislev
•

Sat 14 Nov 2020 | 27 Kheshvan
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

11.30am LBC Studio: ‘The Zelman Orchestra’
presented by George Deutsch

•

8pm LBCinema ONLINE - In My Blood It Runs
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7pm Asylum Seekers Discussion Panel

Sat 28 Nov 2020 | 12 Kislev
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

NOVEMBER EVENTS

V-PJV ONLINE

all new!

VIRTUAL PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM VICTORIA
EVENTS SERIES

SERIES 3

WEEKLY MEETING LINK:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83728133947
MEETING ID: 837 2813 3947

NOV

BETWEEN FAUDA, SHTIESEL AND WONDER WOMAN:
A discussion on modern Israel’s big and small screen

NOV

OUR PERSONAL CLIMATE ACTION: What can we,
as individuals, do to combat climate change?

NOV

KEEP SHOAH MEMORY ALIVE POST-SURVIVORS:
Preparing for Holocaust remembrance after our
living witnesses pass

1

15

22

Panel: Uri Levin, former PJV Shaliach
Haleli Kimchi, Director of Habayit
and more to be announced
Moderator: Linda Stern, LBC

Panel: Anica Renner - School Climate Leadership Program Mentor,
Australian Youth Climate Coalition
Joel Lazar, Newly Appointed Executive Director of the Jewish Climate Network
Moderator: Matthew Rose, LBC

Panel: Natalia Czarkowska, organiser and leader of groups to “Jewish Poland”
Susan Kadar, Sydney Jewish Museum
Moderator: Ada Keren Black, Netzer

Progressive Judaism Victoria, Inc. • The Voice of Progressive Judaism in Victoria • www.pjv.org.au
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

B'NAI B'RITH VICTORIA

MENORAH AWARDS
All members & friends are cordially invited to the
presentations which will take place on

Sunday 15th November @ 7:30pm
To register for the event click the link:
https://events.humanitix.com/menorah-awards

Keynote speaker:

Lord Mayor of Melbourne Sally Capp

The 2020 recipents are:
Raizel Fogel
Claude Fromm
Vicky Grosser
Geoff Sandler
Marianne Schwarz

Congratulations
Special
to

Vicky Grosser,

who runs our Geelong
Chavurah, past-member
and Jonathan Taft’s
brother-in-law Geoff
Sandler, and Claude
Fromm whose son is
a member and whose
grandson had his BM at
LBC a couple of years ago,
with another grandson
coming up next year!

Enquiries contact: council@bbvic.org.au or 0492 959 089

MITZVAH DAY
save the date

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2020, 2-5PM
Mitzvah Day is a highlight of our year, where traditionally members of all ages
congregate in the Leo Baeck Centre, wear green, and help with craft, cooking,
and charity projects to help people in need. This year, our Mitzvah Day plans
will change to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions.
Leo Baeck Centre's Mitzvah Day team is organising activities including
neighbourhood rubbish pick-ups and a perishable food drop-off (with food
going to the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre).

Please save at least
half an hour between
2-5pm on Sunday 15
November, and gather
your favourite green
t-shirt to wear as you
make a difference!

Log your interest, or request more information,
by emailing jessica@lbc.org.au or calling Deborah on 0451600805.
Find out more about Mitzvah Day at mitzvahday.org.au.
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REPORT: SH'MA

SH’MA – OUR RELIGION SCHOOL – ONLINE
Since March 2020, after discussions with our Youth and Education Group, Sh’ma has gone
online, and stayed online. A community of young people, parents and educators—which used to
congregate weekly, celebrate Chagim together, and enjoy community events—suddenly found
itself interacting online.
The Sh’ma team—Rabbi Jonathan Keren Black,
Jessica Bellamy, and Jay Kowald—quickly mobilised
our online offerings. We established Google
Classrooms for assignments and shared documents,
as well as Zoom meetings for Ivrit and Yahadut
(Jewish Learning). We also engaged our wonderful
assistant teachers, Maya Marek and Gali Marek, in
enrichment rooms for Ivrit, allowing them to help
individual students refine and improve their Hebrew.
We have missed being in a room together: learning
songs, socialising in break time, and the more
experiential parts of Jewish learning, like eating
together, devising plays, and playing educational
games. But we have always remembered why we are
making this sacrifice, and the value of preserving
community health and fighting the spread of
coronavirus. We hope to be back in the Leo Baeck
Centre from the start of next year, where we will
again be able to share stories, songs, and learn
together in person. In the meantime, here are
reflections from some of our students.

Tom:

Stephanie:

David:

Having spent the past 6 months
with Sh’ma being taught on
line, I’ve gotten used to the
online format. In some ways it’s
easier to learn Hebrew this way
because we don’t work from a
book the whole time which can
be a bit hard. Instead we read
Hebrew prayers on the screen
and sometimes write in Hebrew,
which I find easier. However I
miss seeing the other students
face-to-face, hanging out in
the break and being able to
complete tasks with a friend.
Although the content of Jewish
studies is similar, it is more
engaging on site because there
are warmup activities before
and/or after which energises
the group.

Hebrew. It's already hard enough
to learn in person. But the past
terms, we have been doing it
online. Lots of feelings rolled
around inside me: excited,
anxious, yet, in the end it was a
good experience. I have learnt
a lot in the last couple of terms,
even though it was much harder
to learn than in person. I was
interrupted by my dogs a lot
which was a bit distracting! I
am grateful to the teachers for
being so patient and accepting
during this time, and pulling off an
amazing few terms online! I have
definitely learnt that patience with
technology is key. But I am hopeful
that we will go back soon and see
each other again and get to know
the other students better.

I enjoyed the online
Sh'ma classes. There
was nothing I missed
from the normal
ones. I liked that I
didn't have to spend
45 minutes in the car
getting to class.
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CHANUKAH AT HOME

Chanukah at Home
Just because
you have to be
at home doesn’t
mean you have to
be alone!
Light your candles with a
household from the LBC
Community every night of
Chanukah.
8pm each evening of Chanukah,
we will visit an LBC home or
location online, light the candles
and sing the blessings, have
a little chat about favourite
Chanukah foods, gifts etc,
and wish each other a Happy
Chanukah!

December 10-17 at 8pm each night
ONE CANDLE
TWO CANDLES
THREE CANDLES
FOUR CANDLES
FIVE CANDLES
SIX CANDLES
SEVEN CANDLES
EIGHT CANDLES

Thurs 10th (plus shammas) From the Silberberg/Marek home
Fri 11th Friday night Live at 6.30 to 7.30 when we’ll light the Chanukah and
Shabbat candles from the Keren-Black home
Sat 12th is LBCinema outdoors - we'll light from the courtyard
Sun 13th is Picnic in the Paddock so we'll do it from there
Mon 14th From the Lubanskys’ home
Tues 15th From the Blake-Charikars’s home
Wed 16th From the Shubs’ home
Thurs 17th (last night) from Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker’s home

Go to LBC.org.au or zoom.us and join 108960197
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

12

December 2020

Mon 14 Dec 2020 | 28 Kislev

Fri 4 Dec 2020 | 18 Kislev
•

5.45pm SPROUT netzer-inspired service
Where: Temple Beth Israel, 76-82 Alma Rd, St Kilda
VIC 3182, Australia

•

12noon Virtual lighting around the world
(see advert below)

•

8pm Chanukah at Home: FIVE CANDLES
From the Lubanskys’ home Go to LBC.org.
au or zoom.us and join 108960197

Sat 5 Dec 2020 | 19 Kislev
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by ‘Virtual
Kiddush’ and chat

Sun 6 Dec 2020 | 20 Kislev
•

Kislev • Tevet 5781

Tue 15 Dec 2020 | 29 Kislev
•

2.30pm Jewish Spain virtual tour with Paul Forgasz

8pm Chanukah at Home: SIX CANDLES
From the Blake-Charikars’s home Go
to LBC.org.au or zoom.us and join
108960197

Thu 10 Dec 2020 | 24 Kislev

Wed 16 Dec 2020 | 1 Tevet

•

•

8pm Chanukah at Home: ONE CANDLE (plus
shammas) From the Silberberg/Marek home

Fri 11 Dec 2020 | 25 Kislev

8pm Chanukah at Home: SEVEN CANDLES
From the Shubs’ home Go to LBC.org.au
or zoom.us and join 108960197

Thu 17 Dec 2020 | 2 Tevet

•

5pm Intro to Judaism class

•

6.30pm MUSICAL CHANUKAH SERVICE plus Chanukah
at Home: TWO CANDLES we’ll light the Chanukah and
Shabbat candles from the Keren-Black home

•

8pm Chanukah at Home: EIGHT CANDLES
(last night) from Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker’s
home. Go to LBC.org.au or zoom.us and
join 108960197

Fri 18 Dec 2020 | 3 Tevet

Sat 12 Dec 2020 | 26 Kislev

5pm YOUNG KIDS CHANUKAH SHABBAT

•

9am INTRO SHABBAT

•

•

9am TORAH STUDY

•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by ‘Virtual
Kiddush’ and chat

Sat 19 Dec 2020 | 4 Tevet

•

12pm LBC STUDIO - Volunteering for Psychological
Well-being with Sandra Hacker

•

8pm LBCinema - OUTDOORS - ON THE BASIS OF SEX
plus Chanukah at Home: THREE CANDLES we'll light
from the courtyard. Go to LBC.org.au or zoom.us and
join 108960197

•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed
by ‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

Sat 26 Dec 2020 | 11 Tevet
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed
by ‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

Sun 13 Dec 2020 | 27 Kislev
•

10am INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH YEAR

•

11am INTRODUCTION TO JEWISH LIFE-CYCLE

•

5.30pm CHANUKAH PICNIC DINNER AND CANDLES
IN THE PADDOCK plus Chanukah at Home: FOUR
CANDLES. Go to LBC.org.au or zoom.us and join
108960197
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR | LIBRARY REPORT

1

January 2021

Sat 2 Jan 2021 | 18 Tevet
10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

Sat 9 Jan 2021 | 25 Tevet
10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

Fri 15 Jan 2021 | 2 Sh’vat
•

5pm Intro to Judaism class

•

6.30pm Kabbalat Shabbat musical service

Sat 16 Jan 2021 | 3 Sh’vat
10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

Tevet • Sh’vat 5781
Sun 17 Jan 2021 | 4 Sh’vat
•

10.30am DISCUSSION GROUP - Looking at a
new secular year

•

7pm LBCinema - In My Blood it Runs

Sat 23 Jan 2021 | 10 Sh’vat
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

•

12pm LBC Studio - Sharing our best food
experiences

Sat 30 Jan 2021 | 17 Sh’vat
•

10am ONLINE SHABBAT SERVICE followed by
‘Virtual Kiddush’ and chat

Zwinger Library Report

H

i everybody,

I hope everyone is keeping well and COVID 19 free. As we are still selfisolating we are unable to go into the Zwinger library at LBC for the moment.

Since my last report I have donated to the library collection a book written by Sue
Silberberg. “A Networked Community: Jewish Melbourne in the Nineteenth Century”
was highlighted in the last Profile edition.
Sue talked about her book and the research that went into it for “Deborah’s Well” via
Zoom. The book contains stories of people, many of whom came from overseas and
made a life in Melbourne, and to whom some of us may be connected.

If anyone sees or hears of a book that would be suitable for our library, please feel free to let us know.
Also, we will gladly accept and acknowledge donations.
Happy reading
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Terri Nathan
(Zwinger Library Co-ordinator)

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings Nov/Dec/Jan 2020-2021
BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER
Barbara Mushin
John Langer
Mark Reuten
Shirley Cass
Gary Kirby
Peter Meyer
DECEMEBR
Natalie Brass
Caroline Oblak
Rob Holdsworth
Elizabeth Telford
JANUARY
Tali Bernard
Lilian Warmbrand
Rebecca Joseph

ANNIVERSARIES

50th Anniversary

Philip & Andrea Bliss and Philip & Vivien Brass

Dorothy and Tony Kerron on the arrival of
another great grand-daughter Liel Ahava,
making 5 girls and 4 boys, all in Israel.

MAZAL TOV

Irma Traeger on the arrival of a second great
grand-daughter, Tamina Rafaela. Daughter
to Michelle and Aaron Max, granddaughter to
Marion and Neil Samuel, sister to Simma.
Ada Black on receiving a Dean’s Award at
Monash.

WELCOME TO
NEW MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS

We welcome new and returning Members
and Friends:
Harvey Cohen, Alana Doe
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Condolences and Gratitude
Condolences to:
Elly Fink, sister Freda, son Michael, and grandchildren Joshua and Charlotte on the
death of Nathan Fink.
Debbie Clarke and Craig Goldblatt, children Hannah and Daniel and extended
family on the death of Debbie’s father Gordon “Bush” Clarke.
Janet Bau on the death of her cousin, Carol Morris.
Sharene and Sam Hambur, Jonathan and Michelle on the death of Marlis Cohen, much
appreciated stalwart of our congregation, Board member, Treasurer and co-Treasurer
over many years.

GRATEFUL THANKS TO:
OUR DONORS
Alexander & Rena Lopata, Allan & Michele Goodrich, Annette McCleery, Barry & Sue
Aarons, Barry Fried, Barry Novy, Charles & Josephine Cohen, Colin Riess & Julie
Contole, David & Barbara Mushin, Dennis & Fairlie Nassau, Felix Menke, Geoffrey &
Shirley Shiff, George & Kathleen Deutsch, Goldie Zyskind, Helga Duband, Hugh Berryman-Brook, Iain & Helen
Messer, Irma Traeger, Jennifer Grinwald, Jim & Bronia Beck, Joel and Ruth Solomon, Judith Bloom, Julian Duband,
Leon & Marjorie Bloom, Lorraine Duband, Mannie & Regina Gross, Margaret Masur, Estate of Marlis Cohen, Martie
Abraham, Mathi Gottlieb-Drucker, Michael & Ruth Taft, Paul Grinwald, Philip & Vivien Brass, Renee Shapero,
Richard & Alison Harcourt, Samuel & Sharene Hambur, Stephen & Karen Kaye, Susan Cohen, Tanya Warms &
Kenneth Opeskin, Tony & Dorothy Kerron, Valerie Silberberg, Walter & Cherie Glaser, Estate of Zena Dann.
We thank all in the community for their generous donations to our High Holy Day appeal. Due to office
restrictions not all the donations have been processed at time of printing so your name may appear in the next
edition.

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Ruth Taft, Karen Silberberg, Fay Kaufman, Janet Bau, Marg Masur, Val Silberberg, Alex Lopata, Alexis Shubb,
Anna Lopata, Brenda Brook, Jenny Robinson, Lisa Sylvan, Ruth Berkowitz, Michael Polack, Rena Lopata, Ruth Bell,
Fairlie Nassau, Regina Gross, Nicole Schlesinger, Susie Raz, Jen Glaser, Alan Feldman, Zoe Bell, Victoria Gurvich,
Michael Taft, Vanessa Harvey, Ailsa Jean and Tanya Warms.

OUR HIGH HOLY DAY VOLUNTEERS
A huge thank you to everyone involved with making the High Holy Day services this year
– a very different year 5781 / 2020
The President and Board would like to thank the following people:
The person across all aspects of our services and community, our Rabbi Jonathan, with technical help from
Elisabeth Holdsworth and Mannie Gross, Greg Segal and George Deutsch. Our Music Director Maurice Duband,
our superb cantors Michelle, Julian and Laurence, wonderful shofar sounded by Stephen Hacker, Michael Taft
and his team of lay leaders including Sharene Hambur, Tony Kerron, Jon Taft, Mannie Gross, Julie Contole, Colin
Riess, Albert Isaacs, Michael Polack, Karen Silberberg, Ayal Marek, Karl Charikar, Linda Stern and the post B’nei
Mitzvah students who participated in the Service including Hannah Ogawa, Lola Silberberg, Maya Marek, Gali
Marek, Tommy Rosham, Josh Kentwell and Ruby Hacker. We again thank Sharene for donating the beautiful
flowers and the support of our administrator Julie-Anne Lilienthal who returned to us just before High Holy Days.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Notices
Many thanks to
many people

Hatzolah
At the push of a button, access CSG for
security related incidents and Hatzolah for
medical emergencies to obtain the fastest
response “when every second counts”.

The last few months under Covid
lockdown have been challenging
for most of us and none more so
than for those living alone.

GPS integration allows your exact location
information to be sent to emergency calltakers when the emergency numbers are
called.

Rena Lopata and the LBC
Care committee have done a
wonderful job in offering phone
support to people over 80 and
to those who have needed help
with things such as shopping
and tech support. These people
have been acknowledged in the
volunteers list and they need to
know that their efforts are much
appreciated.
I don’t know how many people
are aware of how much time and
effort has gone into producing
Shabbat and Festival services
over these last months. The
recent High Holy Day services,
in particular, took a lot of
blood, sweat and tears. The
heartfelt thanks of our LBC
community must go especially
to our Rabbi, Mannie Gross,
Maurice Duband, our cantors,
Elisabeth Holdsworth, Michael
Taft and Greg Segal. Their efforts
have enabled us to attend the
meaningful services that we take
for granted.

Through JEAP, you will also receive
emergency warnings and alerts as issued
by CSG and Hatzolah.
Download the app free at Google Play or
Apple’s App Store:

Editors’ note
Many thanks to all contributors to this edition of our magazine.
Please note that the deadline for the next magazine which will cover
Feb/March will be Tuesday 12th January 2021.
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