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By the time you read 
this, the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) will have 

been and gone, and a new 
Committee of Management will 
have been elected. You note 

that I refer to a “Committee” 
rather than a Board. Although it 

is still the same entity, the rules for not-for-profit 
associations specify this term for use. It will not 
affect the running of the Centre. The new Rules 
of Association will have been voted on by those 
present at the AGM, and should you wish to see a 
copy, please contact the office.  I welcome those 
who are new to the Committee, and thank all those 
who are staying on for another term for all their 
hard work.

At the time of writing this, I do not yet know who 
will take on the Officer roles for the coming year. 
I am unable to continue in my role as President 
due to my health. I take this opportunity to thank 
Deborah Ogawa who, as Vice President, has 
taken on a great deal more than she had initially 
envisaged, and has been a huge help and support 
over the last few months. She has achieved a great 
deal, particularly in working on the new Rules of 
Association, devising a procedures manual so 
newcomers to the Committee and to various roles 
have a reference to consult, surveying Members 
to set mid-term strategy and working very hard 
on Fundraising. I thank also the Treasurers, 
Ellis Edwards and Mark Pryor whose work has 
been invaluable, Lisa Sylvan, who has given LBC 
seventeen years on the Board, and Martie Abraham 
who has also decided to step down. Lisa tells me 
she will still continue working with the groups she 
is involved with. The Committee will indeed miss 
the input of all of these hard workers.

The Groups who report to the Committee are 
the engine of LBC’s operation. They are not just 
‘special interest groups’ and without them, LBC 
cannot function. Consider, for instance, the work 
of House, who keep our physical assets in good 
repair, and Membership, House of Study, Ritual, or 
Fundraising, just to name a few. There is something 
for everyone. If you would like to join any of the 
groups, or find out what various groups do, please 
contact the office and you will be directed to the 
appropriate person for further information. It is 
a great opportunity to not only help the Centre, 
but also meet new people and have some fun.  We 
are planning a ‘volunteer fair’ in October at our 
Cabaret night (see below), in which all the groups 
will be available to tell you what they do, and you 
will be able to sign up for something. 

One group whose name tells you what they do is 
Fundraising. Among other things they have been 
applying for grants and it is with great delight 
and pleasure that I can tell you that we have been 
successful with three grants so far in their first 
year of activity. In 2020, the group was awarded 
funds to improve our technology capability, and 
this year the Library has been given a grant to 
upgrade the computer and furniture, making 
the librarian’s job much easier. Most recently, 
the Fundraising group, with the House group, 
was awarded a substantial amount of funding 
to renovate our out-of-date kitchen. We have 
won a grant of $74,000 - but it is a one-for-one 
grant, which means we have to match it. Also, 
the renovations must take place in 2021. We do 
have some donations towards the kitchen already, 
and once we secure this money, I understand the 
kitchen renovation will be off and running. It will 
enable us to rent out to the wider community a 
state-of-the-art kitchen together with our lovely 
Shul hall and Kiddush hall.  If you can donate to 
the kitchen fund, please do so, so that we can 
get this important project underway swiftly. The 
Fundraising group will be hosting a call-a-thon on 
6 June to call members to raise the money we need 
in time.  

The Civic Service, normally held in March, has 
been postponed until 2nd October. We will also be 
celebrating 50 years of holding services in East 
Kew. Although the first service itself was held on 
7th May, the official opening was held in July. We 
will combine this with the Civic Service in October 
as a way to celebrate our engagement with the 
wider community. We did have a celebration of 
the first service with a fabulous and well-attended 
Netzer Sprout service on 7 May. It was the first 
Sprout service to be held at LBC, and we thank the 
leaders and members for celebrating with us then.   

Also in October, our big function is a cabaret night 
to be held on the 9th. There will be a Netzer-led 
Havdala, a silent and live auction, entertainment 
and a volunteer fair all happening. There should 
be something for everyone to enjoy. Please pencil 
it into your diaries. There will be more information 
available soon.

I again thank all the members of the Centre who 
have been so supportive of both myself and the 
Committee over the last two years and hope that 
you will continue to show your support to the 
incoming Committee.

Gillian Lubansky, LBC President

Presidential Musings
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With Pesah and the dairy/
cheesecake festival of 
Shavuot now passed, the 

year is drawing to a close and 
Rosh Hashanah and a new year 
is fast-approaching. Erev Rosh 
Hashanah is early, on Monday 
evening 6th September, or about 
3 months away!  And the New 
Year of 5782 will be a significant 
one for me in particular as it 
will be, in the Beatles’ words, 
'When I’m 64'! We will also be 
celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of our being based in East Kew 
at the Civic Service on Shabbat 
B’reshit, Saturday 2nd October.

On Israel

As I write this piece, Israel is 
being bombarded by rockets – 
some 1600 over the past few 
days, and tragically some Israelis 
as well as more Palestinians 
have been killed and seriously 
injured as Israel retaliates to try 
to stop the barrage. Every lost 
life is an unspeakable tragedy – 
every person is someone’s child, 
grandchild – a unique human 
being created ‘in the image of 
God’, with the potential to help 
create a better world for all its 
inhabitants, both locally and in 
the wider world – a lost spark of 
the divine.  We have to pause to 
ask ‘who will benefit from this 
horror’ – and it seems Hamas 
will, as they seem to garner 
more and more support from the 
Palestinians who are giving up 
on Mahmoud Abbas and Fatah, 
who has just delayed yet again 
the elections on the certainty 
that he will lose. But Rama, 
the new Israeli Arab party, will 
also lose, as the delicate new 
Israeli government that they 
seemed likely to be a part of 
with left-centre Yair Lapid and 
right winger Naftali Bennet, 
disappears in a puff of rocket 
smoke.  Since 20 percent of the 
Israeli population are Arabs, 
it would have been a major 
change, and in my opinion not 
before time, to actually and 
finally give them some formal 
say in the leadership team, 
but the outcome of the recent 

round of troubles is that that 
is not likely to happen, and 
Hamas strengthens its position 
as the incalcitrant leader for 
Palestinians, whilst Israel is likely 
to end up with a hard-line right-
wing government, the positions 
become yet more embedded and 
the cycle of hatred and violence 
continues.  Of course I don’t 
know the future and I hope I 
am wrong and all is resolved 
peacefully and positively by the 
time you read this – but this 
serves as a reminder that we 
should not count our chickens 
before they are hatched!

On chickens and cheesecake

On the subject of counting 
chickens, I wanted to remind you 
that although we don't count 
chicken as meat (and neither 
did the rabbis of old), they did 
prohibit chicken from being 
eaten with dairy (as a 'fence' 
round the Torah).  To clarify 
this, we find the instruction ‘lo 
t’vashel g’diy (not g’day) b’halev 
imo – you should not seethe a 
kid in its mother’s milk – three 
times in the Torah (twice in 
Exodus, once in Deuteronomy).  
They enlarged this to mean 
‘you should not cook, eat or 
benefit in any other way from 
meat and dairy foods prepared 
or eaten within up to 6 hours of 
each other’.  Given the original 
commandment, meat must "by 
definition" be of a type that gives 
milk (‘its mothers’ milk’).  No 
chicken yet known lactates, so it 
can’t have been intended to be 
included.  So the rabbis agree 
that this was not God’s intention 
(from the tORAh, or ‘d’ORAitah’). 
However, they were concerned 
that you might make a mistake, 
and accidentally eat meat (let’s 
say veal), thinking it was chicken 
– and then pour a creamy sauce 
onto it!  So they extended the 
prohibition to chicken as well – 
but this was ‘from the RABBIs’, 
or ‘d’RABBanan’.

Because of this background 
(and because I don’t believe 
I’d make this mistake), I am OK 

with chicken 
and dairy (as 
it explains 
in the 
introduction 
to the 2nd 
edition of 
our LBC recipe 
book Let’s Bake 
and Cook).  Indeed the Mishna 
records one of the first ‘celebrity 
chefs’, Rabbi Yossi from the 
Galilee, and his signature dish 
was fowl in creamy sauce!

However, this is a ‘context-
sensitive’ matter. What I would 
do in my own home is not 
necessarily what LBC should do, 
and given that there are likely 
to be some more traditionally-
oriented guests at a BM 
reception, we should probably 
stick to our long-held practice of 
‘meat-free (including chicken!)’ 
though kosher fish items are of 
course OK.  

When bringing BYO food to LBC, 
that is also non-meat and again, 
kosher fish is OK.

However, on those occasions 
when we serve meat (eg at 
Hanukah from the BBQ), we 
make sure that anything dairy is 
on a different table and people 
can make educated choices for 
themselves about whether they 
mix or not. 

When LBC goes away (eg Yom 
Ha'Atzmaut dinner, weekends 
etc), prohibited meat and 
seafood would never be served, 
and no dairy with meat dishes 
should be served.  If there is 
meat, there should be a non-
dairy dessert option, but that 
otherwise people can make 
'educated choices' (eg have milk 
with coffee if they choose). 

I and the Ritual Group would 
welcome your thoughts, 
comments and suggestions. 

L’shalom

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black

Rabbinic ReflectionFROM THE RABBI
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SPECIAL FEATURE

How the Leo Baeck 
Centre Got Its Name

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E

Many of our members at that time knew 
instantly who Leo Baeck was. Today, fifty 
years later, we should pause to remember. 

When the Nazis came to power in Germany Leo 
Baeck had passed his sixtieth birthday and was 
the acknowledged intellectual and spiritual leader 
of German Jewry. Rabbi Joachim Prinz, a young 
activist rabbi in Berlin in the 1930’s explained “Why 
select Leo Baeck to head the (single) national Jewish 
organisation? The Gestapo could not talk to Leo 
Baeck the way they talked to me. He represented 
the dignity, the history of the Jewish people. He 
represented that which in Jewish existence is 
eternal. He was a prophet figure, not a prophet but a 
prophetic figure. He commanded respect, even from 
the Gestapo.”   

Baeck was born in the province of Posen on 24 May 
1873, the son of Rabbi Samuel Baeck and, one of 
eleven children. His brothers would become doctors 
and dentists. He, alone, would become a rabbi. He 
studied for the rabbinate in Breslau and in Berlin 
and proved to be a brilliant student. He became a 
dedicated congregational rabbi hoping constantly to 
bring modernists and traditionalists together. Baeck 
was a scholar and his books on theology and Jewish 
religious thought brought him a measure of fame. He 
dared to defend Judaism in the face of aggressive 
Christian stereotyping of Judaism as a religion 
whose time had passed. As he bade farewell to his 
first congregation he said Judaism “does not know 
the difference between rabbi and layman…it does 
not give higher position to anyone in God’s house.” 

In Berlin Leo Baeck served as one of the community 
rabbis. He was a lecturer in 1912 at the Berlin 
Hochshule educating future rabbis and educators. 
He volunteered to serve in the war serving as 
chaplain on the Eastern Front. Back in Berlin he 
resumed teaching in the Hochshule for the study of 
the Science of Judaism. He was elected president 
of B’nai B’rith and stood together with Albert 
Einstein at the founding congress of the German 
“Pro-Palestine Committee” and, in 1929,  joined the 
executive of Keren Hayesod (the UIA). His book The 
Essence of Judaism became a classic. In 1943 he 
was deported to Theresienstadt together with Rabbi 

Regina Jonas, his last remaining rabbinic assistant 
and the very first woman ever to be ordained as a 
Rabbi. 

In 1945 Adolf Eichmann visited Theresienstadt 
and to his amazement found himself face to face 
with his dignified opponent from Berlin.

Baeck wrote “the door opened and an SS officer 
entered. It was Eichmann." Baeck remembered 
“He was visibly taken aback at seeing me. “Herr 
Baeck, are you still alive?" He looked me over 
carefully, as if he did not trust his eyes, and added 
coldly “I thought you were dead”. Baeck replied 
“Herr Eichmann, you are apparently announcing 
a future occurrence.” Eichmann quickly recovered 
himself “I understand now that a man who is 
claimed dead lives longer.”  Baeck returned to 
his wretched living quarters and handed over the 
last of his personal possessions and waited to be 
summoned. The command did not come. 

After the war and after the concentration camp 
he published a second classic This People Israel. 
Baeck was re-united with his daughter and his 
family in London and, until 1952, taught at the 
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati and was 
involved in establishing the rabbinical seminary 
there that was later named in his honour, and 
where Rabbi Jonathan trained. He accepted 
the role of President of the Word Union for 
Progressive Judaism. 

Rabbi Leo Baeck must be numbered as one of the 
most extraordinary Jews of the twentieth century. 
There is a Leo Baeck Insitute in London. There 
is the Leo Baeck School in Haifa. There is a Leo 
Baeck Temple in Los Angeles. There is our Leo 
Baeck Centre in Australia.  Permission to name 
our congregation’s place of worship in his honour 
was granted to us by Marianne Dreyfus, the 
granddaughter of Leo Baeck.  

Rabbi Dr John Levi

* I consulted the splendid Pulitzer Prize Days of Sorrow 
and Pain-Leo Baeck and the Berlin Jews by Leonard 
Baker, Macmillan. NY ,1978. 

Fifty years ago we were much 'closer' to Europe than we are today. 
Temple Beth Israel had prophetically chosen the name “Israel” 
fifteen years before the State was born. And the words “Eastern 
Suburbs Liberal Congregation” was uninspiring to say the least.

RABBI DR 
LEO BAECK

THANKS TO RABBI JOHN LEVI FOR THIS ARTICLE
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Stephen Hacker
The old adage, “when you want something done, ask a busy person” is 
true for your Board member Steve, who accepted the invitation to join 
the Board when his daughter Ruby was preparing for her Bat Mitzvah. 
He currently chairs the ReJewvenation Group and is co-convenor of 
the Culture and Outreach Groups.

MEMBERS' PROFILE - STEPHEN HACKER

Austrian born Arnold and 
Trude Hacker, Steve’s 
maternal grandparents, 

arrived in Melbourne before WW2. 
Arnold, a lawyer, was born in St 
Poelton, a village near Vienna. 
He became an accountant in 
Melbourne and rose to the role 
of company secretary for the 
now public company GUD. Trude, 
a concert pianist, came from 
an aristocratic Viennese family. 
Together, they were an important 
part of Steve’s life and Arnold, 
whom Steve recalls as a kind and 
gentle person, was involved in 
the early days of LBC, serving 
as Treasurer for many years and 
President from 1960 to 1962. 
Their only daughter, Sandra, was 
born in 1946 and celebrated her 
Bat Mitzvah at Lorne Grove with 
Dr Herman Sanger.

Subsequent to an operation to 
remove her appendix, six-year-old 
Sandra declared she was going 
to be a doctor. After completing 
school at MLC, Sandra studied 
medicine at Melbourne University 
with post-graduate studies in 
Psychiatry. She practises as a 
private psychiatrist with special 
interest in trauma-related 
psychotherapy and medicolegal 
issues. 

Sandra was psychiatrist at 
the Alfred Hospital heart-lung 
transplant unit for many years, 
State President and Federal Vice 
President of the AMA and has an 

ongoing involvement in numerous 
health and welfare boards and 
committees. Her son Stephen, 
was born in 1977. 

Steve’s non-Jewish father, Bud, a 
publisher, moved to the country 
when Steve was 7 and his 
weekends were shared between 
the parents. He never knew his 
paternal grandparents. Aged 
about 10, Steve’s stepfather Ian, 
a lawyer, took on the fatherhood 
role and joined in with the family 
Jewish life, celebrating Friday 
nights and family Seders. 

Growing up in Armadale, Steve 
attended The King David School, 
moving to Wesley college in Year 
6.  Arnold and Gertrude presented 
8-year-old Steve with a shofar 
which set in train a tradition of 
blowing the shofar at LBC for the 
Yom Tovim. Another memorable 
childhood event was a trip to 
Vienna with Sandra and Arnold 
to learn of his family background. 
Rabbi Danny Schiff officiated at 
Stephen’s Bar Mitzvah at LBC.

After 2 years studying 
commerce and economics at 
Monash University, a change in 
direction saw Stephen travel 
to Heron Island (noted for its 
bird population) on the Great 
Barrier Reef for a couple of 
months where he worked as 
an outdoor cleaner! This was 
followed by a 4-year stint at 
the NAB custodian department 

learning on the job about the 
operation of the stock market, 
specialising in corporate actions. 
Through a colleague, Steve met 
his future wife Kirsty Baird, who, 
as an 8 year old, moved with her 
family from Northern Island to 
Australia. Kirsty was working in a 
project management role for the 
Australian Retailers’ Association 
having completed a BA at 
Melbourne University.

At the end of 2001, together with 
friends and armed with working 
visas, they headed to London 
where Steve found a position 
similar to his role at the NAB at 
a US financial firm, The Northern 
Trust Company. Steve and Kirsty 
travelled extensively including 
many visits to Kirsty’s family 
alongside indulging in theatre 
and major sporting events. While 
away, Arnold died and Kirsty’s 
aunt in Belfast found Steve a 
local synagogue to attend to 
say Kaddish for his grandfather. 
He also made the decision to 
introduce Kirsty to his Viennese 
background, and two weeks 
following Arnold’s passing, Steve 
chose the setting of the steps of 
the Viennese Summer Palace to 
propose to Kirsty.

Back in Melbourne they married 
in 2003. Steve completed a 
business degree in finance and 
banking by correspondence at 
Monash University while working 
full time at City Group. In 2005, 
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MEMBERS' PROFILE ...continued  |  LBC ANNUAL LECTURE MARCH 2021

Steve moved to Merrill Lynch 
which was taken over by the 
Bank of America, and where he 
currently manages teams in 5 
cities across Australia and is 
Head of Operations in South East 
Asia. Ruby, their eldest daughter, 
born in 2006, celebrated her 
Bat Mitzvah at LBC with Rabbi 
Jonathan and attends Wesley 
College. Two sons followed, Noah 
in 2009 who is at Camberwell 
Grammar, and Jacob in 2010 
who attends Ashburton Primary 
School.

All three children play basketball, 
which Steve coaches, a role he 
enjoys alongside that of chief 
family cook, while Kirsty enjoys 
a range of health and fitness 
pursuits. 

Val Silberberg

LBC Annual Lecture 
March 2021

LBC House of Study invited Emeritus Professor Andrew 
Markus AO, from Monash University’s Australian Centre 
for Jewish Civilization and a member of our Progressive 

Community to give our Leo Baeck Annual Lecture. Andrew’s 
research has been in social cohesion, Aboriginal and immigration 
history, and the demography of the Australian Jewish community. 
Our own Margaret Taft and Andrew recently published “A Second 
Chance: The Making of Yiddish Melbourne”.  Andrew presented 
data obtained from his “Gen-17 Australian Jewish Community 
Survey”, to help us understand strengths and challenges faced 
by Jewish Australia, and especially our Progressive community. 
The LBC community followed the lecture in person and on Zoom. 
Interesting discussion followed. 

PICTURED ARE BRENDA BROOK, SIMONE MARKUS, MICHAEL TAFT, 
ALEX AND RENA LOPATA, AND ANDREW MARKUS.

Ner Tamid Award
Presentation
The Ner Tamid award for Ruth Taft 
will be presented during the service 
on Saturday 19th June @ 10am.

Please join us for the Shabbat service on 
that day when UPJ co-President Brian 
Samuel will present the award to Ruth.

Wishing 
anyone who 

has been ill a 
full and speedy 

recovery.
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ARTICLE - 50 YEARS AT HARP ROAD

50 years at Harp Road

The laying of the Foundation 
Stone ceremony, held on 
Sunday 13 September 

1970, was led by Rabbi Herman 
Sanger and Rabbi John Levi. The 
first service was conducted by 
Rabbi John Levi on 7 May 1971. 
The building was then dedicated 
on Sunday 4 July, officiated by 
Rabbi Herman Sanger, Rabbi John 
Levi, Rev Claude Schwartz and 
a young American rabbi, Rabbi 
Daniel Sherbok, who was working 
in Australia at the time. From 
this time on, all congregational 
activities took place at Harp 
Road, except for High Holy Day 
services, when larger premises 
were required.

Since then, two properties to 
the east of the original building 
have been acquired leading to the 
establishment of the courtyard 
and the building housing the 
offices, the library, classrooms, 
the Kiddush hall and a smaller 
Sanctuary. There have been 
improvements made to the 

Sanctuary itself, particularly due 
to the foresight of Rabbi Jonathan 
Keren-Black and the LBC Board, 
specifically opening it up so that 
High Holy Day services could be 
held onsite.

The ministers of the congregation 
have been Rev Erich Cahn, Rev 
Claude Schwartz, Rabbi John 
Levi, Rabbi Brian Fox, Rabbi Seth 
Phillips, Rabbi Elihu Schagrin, 
Rabbi Michael Torop, Rabbi 
Betsy Torop, and Rabbi Jonathan 
Keren-Black. In periods when 
there has not been a rabbi, the 
congregation has been supported 
by an excellent team of lay 
leaders and Torah readers.

The first President of the Board 
was Benn Selby (father of 
Robyn Levi), followed by Harry 
Messer, whose family continue 
to be actively involved in the 
community.

The Religious school, at the time 
when there were no Jewish day 

schools in Melbourne, served up 
to 150 students providing Jewish 
education to school students. In 
recent years these numbers have 
declined as families are smaller 
and as more students attend The 
King David School or other Jewish 
day schools.

In addition to religious services, 
the synagogue has run an array 
of cultural, social and fundraising 
activities, originally organised 
by a very active Women’s Guild. 
LBC has always welcomed non-
members and people of other 
faiths to its services and LBC 
members are active on the 
Council of Christians and Jews 
and also on the Jewish Christian 
Muslim Association, JCMA.

Over the years donations have 
been made to LBC which include 
the magnificent candelabra in 
the Sanctuary, display cabinets, 
the George Zwinger Library, and 
the Lily Law Kiddush hall. There 
are two gardens in memory of 
previous members: the Rose 
Boas rose garden and the Biblical 
Garden dedicated to Lisa Eltham.

Members can be proud of the way 
the community has grown from 
strength to strength since its 
inception.

Information and photos supplied 
by Albert Isaacs

LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION STONE  
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SH'MA CLASSES  |  NETZER SPROUT SERVICE

Sh'ma Sunday classes

Netzer Sprout service

After a very virtual 2020, it was a breath of fresh 
air to welcome Sh'ma students old and new back 
into the Leo Baeck Centre for Sunday classes. 
Trialling this new format has been interesting, 
with fresher, energised students, but with more 
regular clashes (such as weekend sports). We 
welcome parental feedback on this experiment. 

During Term 1, we celebrated Purim and Pesah 
with our students, and welcomed Netzer into the 
classroom for an interactive session. It has been 
wonderful to be in the same room, enjoying 
breaks, games, and Jewish learning together. 

Jess Bellamy

LBC hosted its first Netzer Sprout service on 7th 
May to celebrate the 50th anniversary of services 
held in the LBC building on Harp Road.  About 70 
people came or joined virtually to the 'old and 
new' themed service, which was lively, uplifting 
and sprinkled with inspirational phrases from the 
Good Dinosaur.  Many thanks are owed to Maya 
Silberberg and Hannah Ogawa, among other 
Netzer leaders and members, for leading us in a 
wonderful evening of song and prayer. 

Clearly the next fifty years are in good hands.
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June 2021  Sivan • Tammuz 5781

Tue 1 June 2021  | 21 Sivan
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Thu 3 June 2021  | 23 Sivan
• 8pm B’yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 4 June 2021  | 24 Sivan
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks
• 5:45pm SPROUT netzer-inspired service 

(online via TBI)

Sat 5 June 2021  | 25 Sivan
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person 

and online)

Sun 6 June 2021  | 26 Sivan
• 10:30am New members brunch
• 10:30am SH'MA (on Sundays for term 1 & 2 

2021)

• 3pm Torah Reading 2

Tue 8 June 2021  | 28 Sivan
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Fri 11 June 2021  | 1 Tammuz
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 12 June 2021  | 2 Tammuz
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person 

and online)

Tue 15 June 2021  | 5 Tammuz
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Thu 17 June 2021  | 7 Tammuz
• 8pm B’yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 18 June 2021  | 8 Tammuz
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks
• 5pm Intro to Judaism class (both online 

and in-person)
• 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat musical 

service (both online and in-person)

06

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

NEW MEMBERS 
BRUNCH

SUNDAY
6th June 2021

10:30AM

Sat 19 June 2021  | 9 Tammuz
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and online)  

Ruth Taft will be presented with her Ner Tamid award

Sun 20 June 2021  | 10 Tammuz
• 10:30am SH'MA (on Sundays for term 1 & 2 2021)

• 3pm Torah Reading 3

Tue 22 June 2021  | 12 Tammuz
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Fri 25 June 2021  | 15 Tammuz
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks
• 6pm Sh'ma Service and pizza dinner. Book now at  

https://www.trybooking.com/BRMCY

Sat 26 June 2021  | 16 Tammuz
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and online)
• 12:00pm LBC Studio - Jerry Winston - Progressive 

approaches outside Judaism followed by Havurah 
lunch

Sun 27 June 2021  | 17 Tammuz
• 4:30pm Jewish Jam

Tue 29 June 2021  | 19 Tammuz
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Wed 30 June 2021  | 20 Tammuz
• ALL DAY OFFICE CLOSED
• 7:30pm Deborah's Well - Rita Erlich “Behind 

the recipes – what cookbooks tell us about the 
community”.
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July 2021  Tammuz • Av 5781

Thu 1 July 2021  | 21 Tammuz
• ALL DAY OFFICE CLOSED
• 8pm B’yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 2 July 2021  | 22 Tammuz
• ALL DAY OFFICE CLOSED
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks
• 5:45pm SPROUT netzer-inspired service (online 

via TBI)

Sat 3 July 2021  | 23 Tammuz
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and 

online)

Tue 6 July 2021  | 26 Tammuz
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Fri 9 July 2021  | 29 Tammuz
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 10 July 2021  | 1 Av
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and 

online)
• 12:30pm Chavurah lunch with Susan Cohen

Sun 11 July 2021  | 2 Av
• 10:30am LBC Book Club: 'The Book of Dirt' by 

Bram Presser (online event)

Tue 13 July 2021  | 4 Av
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Thu 15 July 2021  | 6 Av
• 8pm B’yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 16 July 2021  | 7 Av
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks
• 5pm Intro to Judaism class (both online and in-

person)
• 6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat musical service (both 

online and in-person)
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Sat 17 July 2021  | 8 Av
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and 

online)
• 7pm Erev Tisha B'av - Service and Study

Sun 18 July 2021  | 9 Av
• 3pm Torah Reading 4

Tue 20 July 2021  | 11 Av
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Fri 23 July 2021  | 14 Av
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 24 July 2021  | 15 Av
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and 

online)

Sun 25 July 2021  | 16 Av
• 4:30pm Jewish Jam 

Tue 27 July 2021  | 18 Av
• 9:30am Israeli Dancing

Fri 30 July 2021  | 21 Av
• 9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 31 July 2021  | 22 Av
• 10am SHABBAT SERVICE (both in-person and 

online)
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Community Happenings June/July 2021

BIRTHDAYS 

ANNIVERSARIES 

We welcome new and returning Members and Friends:  

Hugh Berryman-Brook

WELCOME TO  
NEW MEMBERS  
AND FRIENDS

Mazal tov to Josh Fink and Charlotte Gillespie who have 
become engaged, and to Michael and family.

Mazel tov to Judi and John Banky on the arrival of 
another grandson, Jordan Eric Banky.

Mazal tov to Lorna and Ron Friedman on the birth of 
their grandson.

MAZAL TOV

IN OUR COMMUNITY

GRATEFUL THANKS TO: 
OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 10 MARCH 2021 – 6TH MAY 2021) 
Deborah & Akihiro Ogawa, Zelman Memorial Symphony Orchestra Inc, Greg Segal & Ruth 
Berkowitz, Renee Shapero, Dennis & Fairlie Nassau, Joseph & Rebecca Joseph, Irma Traeger, David 
Brous, Helga Duband, Leon & Marjorie Bloom, Kathe Baud, Barry & Sue Aarons, Brenda Brook, 
Alexander & Rena Lopata, Sally Scott, Jonathan & Margaret Taft, Paula Messer, Anonymous.
We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Victoria Gurvich, Lisa Sylvan, Matt Rose, Karen Silberberg, Ruth Taft, Michael Taft, Tanya Warms, 
Sharene Hambur, Albert Isaacs, Rena Lopata, Alan Feldman, Fay Kaufman, Ailsa, Rob Kendall, 
Tony Kerron, David Rooseboom, Alan Harvey, Sue Rose, Jon Taft, Joel Cohen,  Rebecca Lubansky,  
Stephen Hacker, Jack Cohen, Mathew Rose, Tom Beer, Jane Beer, Ellis Edwards, Ron Exiner, David 
Filcoff, Alan Jacobs, Julie Contole, Terri Nathan, Kathy Deutsch, George Deutsch, Ruth Leibowitz, 
Susan Donath, Lilian Cohen, Rebecca Lubansky, Caroline Oblak, Hugh Berryman-Brooke.

Gratitude

JUNE
Ron Taft
Peggy Bethune
Joe Epstein

60th
Tony and Dorothy Kerron

20th
Julie Miller and Bruce Mann 

JULY
Ros Huze
Fleur Spitzer

Gabriel Hopper
Mark Pryor
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We have lost many long-standing LBC members in the past few months;  
we send our deepest condolences to their family and friends. 

Condolences to:
• Walter Glaser and to children Barbara with Dick, Jen, and Yonatan with Helen 

and grandchildren Maya, Amir and Lior in Israel, and to all her family on the 
death of his wife, their mother and grandmother, Cherie, who died after a 3 
month illness. 

• Sons Rob, Tony and John Heselev on the death of their mother, Margaret who 
died on the eve of Pesah.  

• The family of Valerie Falk who died at the end of March.

• Annie Cohn, children Philip and Amy on the death of her husband and their father, Michael Cohn.

May their memories be a blessing to their families and to all who knew them.

Condolences

What's On

Save the date 
9 October, 7:30pm to 9:00pm – Fundraising 
Cabaret, Auction and Fun at LBC!  

The Fundraising group is organising a silent and live auction 
and other fun to be held on 9 October, from 7:30pm at LBC.  
We already have some fantastic items lined up including 
holiday homes, house plants, art work, and original carpentry.   
Please let us know if you have items you could donate – big or 
small!   

We’re also looking for some musicians and other talent 
for entertainment. Please contact Tanya (0418 422 332/
tlwarms@gmail.com) or Deborah (0451600805 / debnaki@
hotmail.com) if you can help.

There will be a Netzer-led Havdala, raffles, auctions, 
entertainment and a volunteer fair all happening. There will be 
something for everyone. Do mark your calendars for the event.

Ring Ring!  
On 6 June, the Fundraising 
group and other volunteers 
are hoping to give you a call 
during the day.  

We hope you'll take our call!  
We would like to update you 
on our ideas - and hear yours. 

Don't be surprised to see one 
of our numbers showing up on 
your phone on that day.  

If you would like to join us in 
calling around to Members 
and Friends, please let the 
Office or Deborah know 
(0451600805 / debnaki@
hotmail.com).  

IN OUR COMMUNITY
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Can you 
help?
Are you able to repair books?
There are a number of Plauts, copies of Torah and 
Haftarah that have fallen into disrepair.

These volumes are expensive to replace and need repair 
in order to be of use to our members at weekly Shabbat 
and festival services.

LETTERS AND COMMUNITY NOTICES

Letters
Dear Rabbi, 

Thank you so much for such 
a beautiful and inclusive 
service for Alice’s Bat Mitzvah. 
So many family and friends 
have mentioned how much 
they enjoyed the service, and 
you as Rabbi, and very much 
appreciated your words and 
your energy in the service/
synagogue, particularly how 
you reflectively connected 
everything and brought it back 
to today. We have had so many 
positive comments, which we 
wanted to pass on to you. 

And thank you for all the work 
with Alice, and allowing her 
to make it a day that was 
meaningful to her as well. 

all best wishes, 

Jennifer & Dave

Did you know that…

B’nai B’rith Hatikvah unit meets 
monthly at LBC, usually on the last 
Sunday of the month at 8.00pm.

On June 27th Pierre Harcourt will speak 
about the Justice System 

and

On July 25th we will be addressed by 
Anne Catchpole who is community 
relations manager for “Cottages by 
the Sea”. Anne will speak about this 
children’s charity that is not reliant on 
government funding.

For further information about Hatikvah’s activities, contact Michael Taft on 0417 431 899

If you can 
assist please 

contact  
Michael Taft on  
0417 431 899   



14   Profile |  June-July 2021 

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft and formatted by Jane 
Green from EverlastingMagicDesign. 

Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the President/s or Board of 
Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. 
Advertisements will be accepted; contact the office for details.

Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  No PP 325 999 10035

Editors’ note 
Please note that 
the deadline for the 
next issue of Profile 
(August/September/
October) will be 
Monday July 12th.

Zwinger Library Report 

LIBRARY REPORT  |  EDITORS NOTE

https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com

Those of you who have visited the library 
recently will surely agree that it feels good to 
be able to be among our books again.

I would like to thank the following people for 
donations of books:

Julie Contole continues to donate to the library.

Ruth and Michael Taft have very generously 
donated the latest book on Rabbi John Levi’s life 
called “Rabbi John Levi AC DD PhD, celebrating 
your life and 60 remarkable years as Rabbi”.

It is a beautifully put together book with Rabbi 
Levi detailing his life from the day he was born 
with lots of photos and his many achievements.

I encourage you to have a look at this book and 
it is available for borrowing.

I am still going through a list of titles that are not on our shelves and I 
am encouraging people who may have borrowed books in the past to 
check their shelves to see if they might still have them.

If anyone knows of a book that might enhance our library, please feel 
free to leave suggestions in the library and I will have a look at them.

We prefer the books to be of a Jewish theme: this can be fiction, non-
fiction, or children’s books.

Happy reading 

Terri Nathan (Zwinger Library Co-ordinator)






