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Presidential Musings

T

his is my first opportunity
as your incoming
President to say how
honoured I am to represent
the Leo Baeck Centre. I am
so grateful to Past President
Gillian Lubansky for offering her
guidance whenever it has been
needed. Other recent Presidents have also been
generous in offering good counsel. I look forward to
representing LBC at various communal meetings as
they arrive.
By the time you read this column, the kitchen will
be in the first stages of demolition prior to the
renovation scheduled for completion in October.
This is made possible by generous donations and
the Victorian Government grant. We are still in need
of funds to purchase additional items. If you have
not yet made a donation it’s certainly not too late.

at that time. I thought that more members would
attend to show support for Israel under rocket
attack.
The Covid lockdown prevented both our Studio
guest speaker for June, Dr David Mushin, and also
our new members morning tea from taking place.
These will both be held at a later date.
Our caretaker, Richard, has experienced a busy
time cleaning up after the storm. He remarked that
the carpark was swept and the garden was under
control a few days before the storm struck. Such is
life! Richard worked during the lockdown to ensure
the surfaces were kept sanitised for our return.
I had the pleasure of welcoming Brian Samuel,
co-chairman of the UPJ, to the shabbat service
last week, June 19th. He presented the Ner Tamid
award to Ruth Taft. She was warmly received by the
congregation in the sanctuary and on line.

My first official letter has gone to Helen Shardey
OAM to offer her a Mazal Tov on being a recipient in
this year’s Queen’s birthday honours list.

The following morning, I attended the Sh’ma final
term assembly to farewell Jess Bellamy, who was
recruited as a Youth Coordinator in 2015. She now
has a full-time job and is unable to continue. Rabbi
Jonathan presented her with a gift as an expression
of thanks for her years of teaching and care for the
students.

I have begun regular weekly meetings with Rabbi
Jonathan to ensure the smooth operation of our
Centre. Life in the last few weeks has been very
busy:

It’s great to learn that Netzer had a full winter camp
this year with 126 children. I hope they all had a
great experience and continue to enjoy the weekly
activities.

I attended the JCCV meeting in July. The meeting
heard about a rise in antisemitism during and
post the recent conflict in Gaza. The community
is encouraged to download a free emergency app,
JEAP from the app store or the CSG website.

Michael Taft, LBC President

I’d like to express my thanks to those who have
already made donations, be they large or small.
Every dollar gets us closer to the target.

The work of your new Committee, formerly known
as the Board, rolls on. The Special General Meeting
called for 28 July is expected to pass the audited
financials that were not available at the AGM in May.
The grant money for our new library computer is
soon to be used. This will allow us to swap some
computers around and, with a small outlay, buy new
capacity to see us in good stead for the next couple
of years.
The recent Covid restrictions in lockdown have seen
an increase in members join the shabbat service
on Zoom. Numbers reached 30 screens basically
because, at the time, only 5 people were permitted
to lead the service in the sanctuary. It was a
disappointment that there were very few members
in the sanctuary for the shabbat during the recent
conflict with Hamas as we were not in lockdown
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FROM THE RABBI

am writing from lockdown
(again) but I very much hope
that by the time you see this
we will have the numbers down
to almost zero and be able to
lift it again. Colleagues across
the region are again considering
what to do about the High Holy
Days and of course we have
been discussing it at length here
at LBC as well – last week we
expected we could have at least
170 people in shul, and also
stream the services, but now it
is all up in the air again! We will
be sending out a special High
Holy Day Edition mini-Profile
in mid-August by which time
we’ll have a better idea but, of
course we now live in uncertain
times and it will continue to be
a watching brief! However we
have had the year since last
Rosh Hashanah to significantly
improve our technical streaming
equipment and skills, and can be
confident that if you join us on
line it will still be a powerful and
meaningful experience. Even if
we are all isolated physically in
our own homes, we’ll be able to
join together as a community
in prayer – something that, of
course, our orthodox friends and
families will not be able to do,
so by all means invite them to
contact the LBC office to join in
with us!
It is clear that we are chasing
a different expectation from
countries like the US, UK and
Europe, and even China and
Korea and Hong Kong. Whilst
they are learning to live with
high levels of infection but
trying to catch people at early
stages before they end up in and
overwhelm intensive care, we are
trying to keep it out altogether.
This of course becomes very
political – basically trying to
balance physical health and
safety with mental health and
wellbeing and business and
the economy. Though many

Rabbinic Reflection
of us have become very adept
at on-line work and meetings,
and have perhaps discovered
some benefits from so doing, it
is certainly not as good in many
ways as meeting and working
face to face. And we also know
that there are some who, for
whatever reason, do not or
cannot use or become confident
with this technology, and are
feeling increasingly isolated
as the months pass. All things
considered, I am strongly in
support of the approach that
Dan Andrews and the Victorian
Government is taking – even
given the damage and changes
it is inevitably causing on
certain sectors such as tourism
and airlines. I believe that
the majority of people also
support this approach, and that
the popularity of those who
pursue it is evident – and can
be seen reflected in the election
results for Jacinda Ardern in
NZ, and in WA and Queensland.
Furthermore, I think we can say
this is a ‘Jewish approach’, since
Judaism has an abiding principle
of making life almost an absolute
priority (apart from apostasy)
– Torah says ‘Khai bahem’ – we
should ‘live by the laws’ and the
Rabbis interpret that this means
life is paramount – the laws can
be abrogated if life is at threat.
So, for example, not only do you
not NEED to fast on Yom Kippur if
it would risk your health, you are
actually not ALLOWED to!
Israel has again gone into the
lead with vaccinations, and is
starting its third round, giving
new and extra protections as
the virus mutates. It has also,
finally, got a new government
– and I hope it still does by the
time you read this! I say this
because it is indeed a fragile and
delicate one, a coalition from
right to left and for the first time
including an Arab party, and an
Islamist one at that. But in a

very hopeful
interview
with MK
Rabbi Gilad
Kariv on
Tisha B’Av,
he pointed
out something
I had missed – actually this
government is setting a new
model and demonstrating a
highly important principle to
an Israel long starved of such
a concept – cooperation and
compromise across differences.
Hearing and seeking to
understand why people see
things differently – how you
can live without always getting
everything you want! So the
longer it lasts, the better.
Perhaps indeed Israel has turned
an important corner, as we
approach a new Jewish year!
L’shalom and good health to you
and your families.
Rabbi Jonathan

MARKING THE END OF
NAIDOC WEEK, RABBI
JONATHAN PARTICIPATED
IN AN INTERFAITH
GATHERING OUTSIDE THE
CAMBERWELL LIBRARY
WHERE THE ABORIGINAL
FLAG WAS RAISED.
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SPECIAL FEATURE - STATEMENT FROM THE HEART

S P E C I A L F E AT U R E

Statement
from the
Heart

27 May 2021 marked the fourth anniversary of the
Uluru Statement from the Heart, a statement made
by Aboriginal Australians directly to the Australian
people as a whole.
It was endorsed by a gathering of 250 Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander leaders following a four-day First
Nations National Constitutional Convention held at Uluru,
which in turn followed a consultation process that was
unprecedented in Australian history for its scale.

The Statement calls for:
•

a First Nations Voice to Parliament in the
form of an advisory body on policy affecting
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, to
be enshrined in the Australian constitution.

•

a Makarrata Commission to oversee
agreement-making between the Australian
government and Indigenous people.

•

a truth and reconciliation process to be
facilitated by the Makarrata Commission.

The Executive Council of Australian Jewry, the
elected national representative body of the
Australian Jewish community, said: [We have]
a long and proud history of supporting the
quest of Indigenous Australians for recognition,
reconciliation and justice. We believe that the

proposals put forward by the Uluru Statement
from the Heart are just, reasonable and
achievable.
Bringing the Statement’s vision to fruition is
important to all Australians. For Indigenous
Australians it would mean the vindication of the
truth of their story and the beginning of justice.
For all other Australians it would mean at long last
addressing the most important item of unfinished
business in our national history.
The First Nations of Australia, who have inhabited
the Australian continent for more than 50,000
years, have endured much suffering since the
advent of European settlement. Yet they continue
to show great dignity, patience, tenacity and
generosity of spirit, appealing to all that is noble
and decent in our society and inviting us to walk
with them on the road to truth-telling and healing.
...continued overleaf

4 Profile | August-September-October 2021

SPECIAL FEATURE ... continued

We are honoured to accept the invitation of the Uluru Statement from the Heart, and pledge to work with
First Nations, Federal and State politicians, local and city authorities, religious, ethnic and civil society
organisations, business leaders and our fellow citizens in moving together towards a shared future, which in
every way lives up to our own robust, distinctively Australian, standards of fairness.

Earlier in the year, Rabbi Jonathan
participated in an indigenous-run
on-line training session about
the Statement and the process of
raising awareness and promoting it
and the pressing need for a ‘voice’
to our communities, held at the
Emanuel Synagogue in Sydney. He
ordered a copy of a book designed
for 5-10 year olds called ‘Finding
our Heart’ which is now available in
the children’s area in the sanctuary.

On Sunday 11th July, several hundred people from the Melbourne Jewish Community gathered at TBI to hear
the B’nai B’rith Victoria Oration with guest of honour Professor Marcia Langton AO outlining the slow and
painstaking progress which led to the Uluru Statement and the call for an Aboriginal voice. In response, Dr
Paul Gardener AM read a beautiful piece which he had written and which we reproduce with his permission
(on the following page).
...continued overleaf
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SPECIAL FEATURE ... continued

A Voice from the Heart
JULY 2021 - AV 5781

T

he Jewish people resembles a forest
of millions of trees. Our forest displays
unity: it is recognisable as an entity. Our
forest has continuity: it is more than three
thousand years old. Our forest has diversity:
its trees originated in various places and its
leaves whisper in many different tongues.
From the heart of our forest, a still, small
voice can be heard. It speaks to us as Jewish
people but its message is to all the forests
of the world. Oppression is wrong. Slavery is
indefensible. Murder is evil. Life is precious.
Freedom is good. Human dignity is important.
This voice from the heart of the Jewish people
has been heard throughout the history of
civilisation. It has resonated with people
of other religions. It is central to the belief
systems of liberal, moral, democratic nations.
Sometimes, over the centuries, that voice has
been heard imperfectly, sometimes ignored,
sometimes deliberately repressed.
The Jewish community of Victoria has in
recent times heard the voice from the heart
of another people, the Indigenous people of
Australia. Its voice comes from a different,
much older and even more diverse forest. The
leaves of its trees also whisper in a multitude
of tongues. But we recognise the message. We
have been oppressed, enslaved, massacred,
ill-treated, ignored, say its trees. The voice
from the heart of our forest is a plea for the
restoration of our human dignity, a call to be
treated as equals.

We have read the 2017 Uluru Statement from
the Heart. Its twelve paragraphs succinctly
express our Indigenous people’s torment of
powerlessness, their impassioned plea for a fair
and truthful relationship with other people in
Australia and their request for the establishment
of a First Nations Voice in the Constitution of our
nation.
We stand with our Indigenous brothers and
sisters in calling for support for the Uluru
Statement, and invite our community – and
indeed all our fellow Australian citizens – to
read, reflect upon and find it in their hearts to
endorse – the justified cry of a people who seek
nothing more than the right to be considered as
equal citizens in this land. The time has come
for Reconciliation, for Makarrata, a word in the
Yolngu language of one of the many Aboriginal
nations of this land, meaning a coming together
after struggle. The Hebrew equivalent is
HaSh’lamah, the making of peace, from the root
word shalom שלום, peace. The time for this has
surely come.

This statement was written by Dr Paul Gardner AM
on behalf of B'nai B'rith Victoria, a part of B'nai B'rith
International, a world-wide organisation, founded in
the United States in 1843. It stands for the upholding
of universal human rights. B'nai B'rith Victoria is also a
constituent body of the Jewish Community Council of
Victoria. The statement was endorsed by B'nai B'rith
Victoria and JCCV and first presented at the B'nai
B'rith Human Rights Oration, 11 July 2021, following
the keynote address by Professor Marcia Langton AO.

The very next day, marking the end of NAIDOC week, Rabbi Jonathan participated in an interfaith gathering
outside the Camberwell Library where the Aboriginal flag was raised. He was shocked to learn that every
time the flag is used, fees have to be paid, even though it has been officially recognised by the Australian
Government for some 25 years!
MARK YOUR DIARIES: On Sunday 24th October from 10.00-12.00 the House of Study invites you to
a meeting to discuss how we can learn more about and engage respectfully and constructively with
Aboriginal people and issues. Every shabbat we read that God ‘raises the lowly, frees the imprisoned,
redeems the afflicted, helps the oppressed’ and of course we should be God's tools and voices in doing
these things, repairing injustice, even so belatedly. So we urge you to put the date in your diaries now.
Because, as the Voice from the Heart concludes: ‘Now is the Time’.
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SPECIAL EVENT - CABARET NIGHT

Cabaret
Night

of Fundraising and Fun!
Get a deal, support the kitchen renovation!

9 October, 7:30pm to 9:30pm at Leo Baeck Centre.
$30 per adult includes 3 raffle tickets and delicious snacks;
accompanying kids, Netzer participants, and performers enter for free.
Feel free to bring your own food and drink. Remember, kitchen will be out of service with renovations underway!

BOOK NOW https://www.trybooking.com/BSZWN
Silent auction items include

holiday home rentals, handcrafted wooden rocking horse, paintings, jewellery,
sports memorabilia: 2018 Commonwealth Games Netball dress signed by the team,
signed North Melbourne 2021 home guernsey; and so much more!

Raffle / Lucky
Dips include
vouchers for movies,
cafes, flowers, and
heaps of other
things!

Beautiful
hampers created by
LBC Groups will also
be up for auction
and raffles.

Entertainment to be provided by
our youth, members and groups.
These include Toby on guitar, Hannah
on harp, Ada on piano, Susan Donath
and her String Quartet, B’yachad
singing; Maurice and Julian performing
together, as well as others from our
community.

Raffle tickets
available through
the LBC Office and
on the day: Get one
for $3, two for $5.

Schedule for the night
• Youth performers
• Netzer Havdala
• Free time to browse silent auction; buy raffle
tickets; talk to Groups, some auctions
• Sit down performances (raffles, auctions in
between)
• Auctions, Silent auction results
• Closing

If you have any questions or items to contribute,
please contact Deborah on debnaki@hotmail.com / 0451 600 805.

Healing of the Body, Healing of the Soul

Leo Baeck Centre
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
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DONATIONS

Previous donations:

$13k

Phone-a-thon donations: $38k

$51k
= So far...

Matching Grant amount available:

$74k

$148k

Total project costs:

(post GST)

Projects and statuses:

Electrical upgrade on
sanctuary side:
to commence week of
19 July for 2-3 days

Kitchen renovation:
to commence week
of 26 July for about 3
months

Cabaret
Night
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Replacing
gas water heater:
TBD if full funding is
achieved

Please join us for our next fundraising
activity - our fun Cabaret evening with
silent and live auction on 9 October,
7:30-9:30pm.

MEMBERS' PROFILE - RABBI JOHN LEVI

Rabbi John Levi
Rabbi John Levi celebrated 60 years since ordination at the same
time the LBC celebrated its 70th birthday, so where did their historic
pathways meet?

M

uch has been written
about John’s story, in
particular the Temple
Beth Israel publication, “Rabbi
John Levi, Celebrating Your
Life and 60 Remarkable Years
As Rabbi” where he relates in
detail his family background and
achievements. John traces his
family history in Australia back
to the early 1800s and a great
grandfather, Nathaniel Levi who
became the first Jew to enter
Victorian Parliament in 1860
alongside actively participating
within the Jewish community.
John was born in 1934 to parents
Hubert and Maxine Levi who
were members of the St Kilda
Hebrew Congregation but chose
to move to TBI when John was in
primary school. This profile will
concentrate on John’s role in the
history of the LBC.
Starting with the name, Leo
Baeck, John contributed an
excellent article about the history
of Rabbi Dr Leo Baeck in the
previous Profile. He told me they
chose the name because many
early members of the Eastern
Congregation came from Central
Europe and either knew Rabbi
Dr Leo Baeck or were familiar
with his remarkable story both
of survival and of his role as a
German Spiritual Leader.
As a 12 year old at Melbourne
Grammar School, which had a
quota on the number of Jewish

students, the school Chaplain
carefully "but of course quite
wrongly" explained to his
students that Judaism was a
‘religion of law’ and Christianity
had replaced it as a ‘religion of
love’. For John, this sowed the
seed to learn more about Judaism
to defend his background. An
avid reader, John devoured books
and was particularly influenced
by those presented to him at his
Bar Mitzvah at TBI where Rabbi
Sanger officiated in 1947. When
choosing his school subjects as
a 14 year old, John chose history
with the idea of becoming a
teacher, a choice squashed by
his stepfather, Dr Roy Krantz,
who believed John would quickly
become bored teaching the same
thing each year. This led to a
decision to pursue a rabbinical
career, also a teacher, but little
realizing a rabbi’s duties would
involve marriages, deaths,
counselling, Board meetings and
community leadership.

John completed a double major
in Philosophy and Semitic
studies at Melbourne University
before heading to the Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnati,
travelling via Israel for a stint
on a kibbutz, and London to
meet family. As a new graduate
and the first Australian born
rabbi, John served at the West
London Synagogue, American
congregations from Texas to
Iowa, many youth camps and
in New Zealand. On his return
to Melbourne, John worked
alongside Rabbi Sanger for 13
years. His duties included youth
and adult education as well as
rabbinical duties in the three
Progressive branches, Kew,
Bentleigh and St Kilda. Prior
to the arrival of Rabbi Seth
Phillips and during his tenure,
John was on a regular roster
to run services at LBC, attend
their Board meetings and greet
student rabbis for the High Holy
Days and winter months.

As a teenager, John taught
Sunday School at TBI and with a
driving license as an 18 year old,
his horizons widened and he was
able to extend this role to the
Eastern Suburbs. On his many
Friday nights at Lorne Grove he
met members of the future LBC
where in 1955, his soon to be
wife Robyn’s father, Benn Selby
became the first President as well
as his future father-in-law.

Many students from Kew and
Balwyn attended the early camps
for the Temple Youth Movement,
which John was instrumental
in organizing, as well as the
weekend conferences which
brought together members of the
three Progressive Congregations.
The 16 year old Brian Fox, who
was to become a rabbi at LBC,
came to Melbourne to help with
youth conferences leading to
...continued overleaf
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MEMBERS' PROFILE ... continued | ARTICLE - OUR PROPERTY, OUR FUTURE
a lifelong friendship with
John. Netzer grew out of
the Youth Movement and
he recalls Mark Leibler was
instrumental in integrating
Netzer into the Zionist
Federation Youth Movement.
John created new Liberal
congregations and groups
in Tasmania, South Australia
and Hong Kong and is
very proud to have been
one of the founders of the
King David School. He is
the author of a number
of books and shared with
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black
the publication of our own
Machzor. He helped create
the Council of Christians and
Jews, the first regular Jewish
radio programs on 3EA, the
first (and only) rabbi on the
Victorian Jewish Board of
Deputies and the Executive
Council of Australian Jewry.
In September 1970, together
with Rabbi Sanger, John was
present for the laying of the
foundation stone at LBC’s
present site in Harp Road and
in 1972 performed the first
Bar Mitzvah at LBC, for Alex
Fuerst. In recognition of his
ongoing contribution to the
LBC community and his wife
Robyn being a foundation
member, John and Robyn
were awarded Honorary Life
Membership of the LBC and,
happily, both participated
in the LBC 70th anniversary
celebration dinner. John
was recently appointed a
Companion of the Order of
Australia.
Val Silberberg

ARTICLE

Our Property, Our Future
LBC’s first service at Harp Rd was conducted on 7 May 1971, and
the building was dedicated on Sunday 4 July 1971. Over the fifty
plus years since the dedication of LBC, two properties have been
purchased east of the original building, leading to the building of the
courtyard and the Arthur and Lili Law Kiddush Hall. Over the years,
several improvements and redevelopments have taken place within
the sanctuary itself. The land and buildings are owned by LBC and are
debt free. The land value alone is quite considerable.
We are now at a point where the buildings’ services (electrical,
plumbing, heating, cooling etc.), physical structure and cosmetic
elements require substantial remediation and cost. Furthermore,
there are more rooms and spaces at LBC than we really need. This
has led to the Committee of Management (previously called the
Board) consideration of what other options might be available to
LBC in addition to making these upgrade investments. It is prudent
to ensure that periodically we look at our options to ensure that LBC
makes informed decisions on how most responsibly to continue to
service its congregants and the community, as it has done for over 70
years.
It is important to note that the intention is to retain a synagogue and
supporting facilities such as offices, spaces for functions, kitchen
etc. on this site. Put another way, we want to investigate whether it is
possible for LBC to have better facilities on this site than we currently
have whilst maintaining our debt-free position.
The Committee of Management has established a small LBC
Development Group comprised of LBC members with relevant
expertise and experience to investigate options. A report will be
made available to all congregants, and we will ensure that there is
community consultation should any significant decisions be up for
consideration.
It is important to note that LBC’s land is in a residential zone which
places legal limits on heights and usage. This limits the options
available to us. Recent amendments to zoning laws permit higher
height limits for aged care facilities. This may offer us some viable
options that would otherwise not be available. It is also important to
note that any redevelopment that might be possible would take some
years to come to fruition.
The Group will be reaching out to select real estate agents and aged
care providers to ascertain their level of interest and assess the
implications for LBC, keeping in mind our immutable requirements to
retain a synagogue and supporting facilities on the current site.
We expect to complete our research over the next month or so after
which time we will report back to the Committee of Management and
our beloved members.
In the meantime, if you have any questions or suggestions for
our consideration, please contact either George Deutsch (0418
564 817) or Henry Okraglik (0400 866 249).
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ARTICLE - COMING OUT OF COVID

Coming out of COVID
LBC Shavuot 2021 Presentation: Healing of Body and Soul. Dr. Jonathan taft
My presentation; “Emerging from the pandemic: Different Countries, Different Health Stories”

Pandemics in History
The Black Death was a
devastating global epidemic
of bubonic plague that struck
Europe and Asia in the mid1300s. It killed more than 20
million people in Europe—almost
one-third of the continent’s
population. Jews were often taken
as scapegoats and accusations
spread that they had caused the
disease by deliberately poisoning
wells. In 1349, massacres and
persecution spread across
Europe. Many hundreds of Jewish
communities were destroyed in
this period. All of this caused the
eastward movement of Northern
Europe's Jewry to Poland and
Lithuania, where they were
initially welcomed, and remained
for the next six centuries.
The 1918 flu pandemic infected
one-third, 500 million, of the
world. More than 50 million
people are estimated to have
died, many of them young. The
death toll far exceeded that of
WW1. Ancient diseases, malaria
and tuberculosis are widespread
still and kill millions every year.
HIV-AIDS hasn’t gone away,
there is no vaccine still. Simple
diarrheal diseases are one of
the biggest killers of children
worldwide. Polio is almost
eliminated, thanks to the vaccines
developed by Jonas Salk in 1955,
and Albert Sabin in 1961, both
Jewish, by the way.

The COVID 19 Pandemic

The origin is uncertain, an animal
virus that jumped across to
humans, like flu, but possibly
a lab accident. Many cases are
asymptomatic, which helps its
spread. It’s more infectious
than flu, but less than measles.

Severe disease is extremely
rare in the young, but much
higher in the elderly, and those
with obesity, diabetes, and lung
disease. Worldwide cases are
now up to 160 million, deaths
over 3 million, but both probably
underestimated. Rates in different
countries relate to crowding,
population age and health,
climate and medical services.
New strategies being used, such
as lockdowns, (quarantine of
the well) also have huge costs,
including deferred medical
care, depression, suicide, lost
education, nutrition, increased
poverty in poor countries.
The vastly different waves
of infection between China,
Australia, Brazil, India, Israel,
UK, and USA were compared and
explained.

COVID anti-Semitism

Many of the leading scientists
responsible for developing
vaccines with a speed thought
inconceivable are Jewish. The
chief medical officer of Moderna
is Tal Zaks, an Israeli living
in the US; the chief scientific
officer of Pfizer, Mikael Dolsten,
is a Swedish Jew. Pfizer’s CEO is
Albert Bourla, born and educated
in Salonika, a Greek Sephardic
Jew from one of the few Jewish
families to survive the Salonika
Holocaust that took the lives
of most of Jews living in that
ancient city of Jewish settlement.
Greek media celebrates Bourla
as a modern Greek hero, except
for one newspaper which, on its
front page, accused Bourla of evil
experimentation, showing a photo
of Dr Josef Mengele alongside
that of Bourla as comparable.
The demonization of Jews as
spreaders of disease goes back
to the earliest expressions of
Judeophobia. The COVID-19
twist is to equate the imposition
of vaccines, and even masks, with
a new Holocaust. Anti-vaxxers
and anti-maskers have taken to

wearing yellow stars sewn on
their coats; cartoons and signs
have been published showing
“victims” of vaccination and mask
wearing being herded on to cattle
trucks. It is predictable to find the
Jews featuring in the suspicions
and conspiracy theories that
hold the virus and vaccination
programs as insidious.

Vaccines

The various types were explained,
all act via immunity to spike
attachment protein. Certain
countries’ rollouts were shown
graphically, especially the
success of Israel, UK and USA.
African countries lag far behind.
Reasons for the discrepancies
were cost and storage issues.
These may be overcome by
private or government donation,
or local manufacture. However
there are technical and legal
problems, including the need of
“Big Pharma” to waive patents.
COVAX was launched last
year by the World Health
Organization (WHO), and some
wealthy countries, global health
organisations, manufacturers,
scientists, private sector, and
philanthropy, with the aim
of providing innovative and
equitable access to COVID-19
diagnostics, treatments and
vaccines
The initial aim is to have 2 billion
doses available by the end of
2021, but they still have some
way to go.
This has been a devastating
pandemic, from which we
are hopefully emerging and
healing, thanks largely to
major medical advances.
There are enormous
differences between this
episode and others in history,
and between countries and
regions, from which we have
learnt a great deal.
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ARTICLE - PLAGUES IN HISTORY

Plagues in History
Some examples of sickness and healing in the Torah
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Shavuot 5781/2021 Presentation
There are many records of sickness and plagues in
Torah – and invariably, in what I consider the naïve
mindset of that period, they are ascribed to God,
and reasons then depicted as to why God would
bring such punishment.
Most of what we will look at is in Numbers, but I
am going to start with what is presented as a cure
for infertility, or perhaps an aphrodisiac? After
bearing five sons to Jacob, Leah stops getting
pregnant (Gen 30:9) until using some mandrakes
from the field (30:14-17). A mandrake is a shortstemmed, flowering plant in the nightshade family
with unusually large, forked roots that sometimes
resemble a human body with open arms and legs. In
the ancient world, mandrake roots were considered
an aphrodisiac and were commonly prepared and
eaten as a fertility drug.
Turning now to plagues, in Numbers 11, the
Israelites complained that they wanted meat (vs 4),
not just manna (vs 10). God sent quail (vs 31), but
the people were smitten with a very great plague (vs
33) as ‘the wrath of God was kindled against them’
(v 34).
After this episode, Miriam and Aaron complain
against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman he
had married (Numb: 12:1). We are told that God
was angry, and Miriam became leprous, as white as
snow (vs 11 - cf her criticism of Ethiopian – black –
skin!). Moses cries to God ‘El Na r’fa na la’ - Oh God,
please heal her’ (vs 13 , the shortest prayer in the
Torah!). We find that she was kept out of the camp
(quarantined) for 7 days (vs15) before being healed.
In Numbers16, Korakh leads 250 of the Israelite
chiefs in an uprising against Moses and Aaron
(vs 13). God tells Moses and Aaron that all the
Israelites will be annihilated in an instant (vs
21), but they beg God not to mete out collective
punishment (vs 22). The earth then opens up and
swallows all Korakh’s family and people (vs 32 –
most likely a record of a sink-hole?). Then ‘a fire
comes from God’ and consumes the 250 leaders (vs
35). The next day the rest of the Israelites turn on
Moses and Aaron, and God again says the people
will be annihilated (Numb.17:6-10). Moses told Aaron
‘a plague has started - take fire and incense from
the altar and seek atonement for the people (vs 1113)’. Aaron stood between the living and the dead
(separation/quarantining?) ‘and the plague was
checked’ (apparently only after 14,700 deaths).

The description of this plague has been carefully
studied by Professor Liubov Ben-Nun at Ben
Gurion University who says that of the 30 possible
diseases, 21 were excluded since, although they
may be fatal, they are not as disastrous as those
described. He also excluded typhus, yellow fever,
dengue fever and cholera for various reasons.
5 possible diseases remaining were tularemia,
plague, tuberculosis, variola (smallpox), and
malaria. These five diseases could have caused
the epidemics which afflicted the Israelites in the
desert.
The Professor says there is a clear description that
a virus was responsible for starting the disease,
‘..the plague/virus has begun – Hakhel hanagef
(vs 11), so it seems that this epidemic consisted of
some kind of viral disease. Variola (smallpox) is an
ancient disease, with a viral transmission pattern
that could have occurred among the Israelites
while travelling across the desert. The disease
involves multiple organs, and can claim the lives of
numerous victims, therefore causing great suffering
to humans. All these features may point towards
smallpox.
The episode of the spies follows – ten of the twelve
apparently didn’t have faith in God – and God says
‘I will smite them with pestilence’ (vs 14:12). ‘And
they died by the plague before God’ (vs. 37) – but
perhaps they picked up a virus in Canaan, and just
Joshua and Caleb survived or were immune?
...continued overleaf
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ARTICLE - PLAGUES IN HISTORY ... continued

SERPENT OF HEALING:
Numbers 21
On the journey from Mt. Hor the Israelites were
said to be very discouraged, and complained
against God and Israel. So, God sent fiery serpents
(n’khashim ha-s’rafim) that bit the people and many
of them died (scorpions?) v.4-6 (but perhaps the
reality is that they felt terrified because of the
scorpions they encountered?). God told Moses to
make a ‘fiery thing’ (saraf ) on a pole, and anyone
who looked at it would be saved. So, Moses made
a brass serpent (nakhash n’khoshet) and anyone
who had been bitten was saved (vs 9). This has
subsequently been adopted as the international
medical sign.
In Numbers 25, the men of Israel started whoring
with the Moabite women, and ‘God was angry’
(vs 1-3), and there was an epidemic (31:16), as
it tells us: ‘When they slayed all those who had
been involved, the epidemic was stayed from the
children of Israel" (25:5-8); "those that died in the
epidemic were twenty-four thousand" (25:9).

Some features of TB such as being an ancient
disease with high mortality rates are similar to the
epidemics described in the biblical text. It is usually
spread by spray droplets when infected people
cough, sneeze, speak, laugh or spit, and could
indeed be linked to the second epidemic (Sound
unpleasantly familiar?!).

What was the most likely disease that caused the
second epidemic? Professor Ben-Nun says we are
left with the 5 diseases he previously listed.

Whilst the first epidemic was probably smallpox, the
text provides insufficient data to verify what kind of
disease constituted the second epidemic.

Tularemia is a disease that can infect animals and
jump species to people.

*EPIDEMICS IN THE DESERT

Plague is another extremely lethal infectious
disease transmitted by rats.

Medical Research in Biblical Times from the Viewpoint of
Contemporary Perspective
Editor: Liubov Ben-Nun, Professor of Family Medicine

HIGH HOLY DAYS
ARE COMING FAST!

High Holy Days are unusually early this year, with
Erev Rosh Hashanah on Monday 6th September
and Kol Nidrei on Wednesday 15th September.
We hope to be holding services at LBC with
limited numbers in line with regulations, and
also on-line. Full times, details, tickets and HHD
only on-line links will be contained in a MiniProfile High Holy Day Edition in mid-August,
which will be sent to all those who are up to
date with membership - so please take the
opportunity to check right away!
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

08 August 2021

Av • Elul 5781

All items subject to restrictions

Sun 1 August 2021 | 23 Av
•

3pm Torah reading 5

Mon 2 August 2021 | 24 Av
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3

Tue 3 August 2021 | 25 Av
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 5 August 2021 | 27 Av
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 6 August 2021 | 28 Av
•
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks
5:45pm SPROUT netzer-inspired service
online and at TBI

Sat 7 August 2021 | 29 Av
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 9 August 2021 | 1 Elul
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3

Tue 10 August 2021 | 2 Elul
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Wed 11 August 2021 | 3 Elul
•

7:30pm Deborah's Well - Stress and
coping during COVID-19 and beyond.

Fri 13 August 2021 | 5 Elul
•
•
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks
5pm Intro to Judaism class
6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat musical service

Sat 14 August 2021 | 6 Elul
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 15 August 2021 | 7 Elul
•
•

3pm TORAH READING 6
4:30pm Jewish Jam

Mon 16 August 2021 | 8 Elul
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3
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Tue 17 August 2021 | 9 Elul
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 19 August 2021 | 11 Elul
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 20 August 2021 | 12 Elul
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 21 August 2021 | 13 Elul
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

•

12noon LBC Studio with David Mushin

Sun 22 August 2021 | 14 Elul
•

10:30am LBC Book Club: 'Maestro' by Peter
Goldsworthy

Mon 23 August 2021 | 15 Elul
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3

Tue 24 August 2021 | 16 Elul
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 26 August 2021 | 18 Elul
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 27 August 2021 | 19 Elul
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 28 August 2021 | 20 Elul
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

•

7pm LBCINEMA - BRAN NEU DAE

•

9pm SLICHOT candlelit service

Sun 29 August 2021 | 21 Elul
•

3pm TORAH GROUP PRACTICE

Mon 30 August 2021 | 22 Elul
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3

Tue 31 August 2021 | 23 Elul
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

09 September 2021

Elul 5781 • Tishrei 5782

All items subject to restrictions

Thu 2 September 2021 | 25 Elul
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 3 September 2021 | 26 Elul
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 4 September 2021 | 27 Elul
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 6 September 2021 | 29 Elul
Erev Rosh Hashanah

Thu 16 September 2021 | 10 Tishrei
Yom Kippur
•

10:30am - 7:05pm YOM KIPPUR SERVICES

Fri 17 September 2021 | 11 Tishrei
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 18 September 2021 | 12 Tishrei
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 20 September 2021 | 14 Tishrei

•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3 - no class

Sukkot

•

6pm EREV ROSH HASHANAH

•

4pm Sukkah construction for adults

Tue 7 September 2021 | 1 Tishrei

•

Rosh Hashanah 5782

4:45pm SUKKOT DECORATING, SAUSAGE
SIZZLE

•

6pm SHORT SUKKOT SERVICE

•

10am ROSH HASHANAH morning service

Wed 8 September 2021 | 2 Tishrei
•

10am 2nd day Tishrei, service at Kedem and
online

Fri 10 September 2021 | 4 Tishrei

Tue 21 September 2021 | 15 Tishrei
•

10am Sukkot service

Wed 22 September 2021 | 16 Tishrei
•

7:30pm Deborah's Well

•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Thu 23 September 2021 | 17 Tishrei

•

5pm Intro to Judaism class

•

•

6:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat musical service

Fri 24 September 2021 | 18 Tishrei

Sat 11 September 2021 | 5 Tishrei
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 12 September 2021 | 6 Tishrei
•

4:30pm Jewish Jam

Mon 13 September 2021 | 7 Tishrei
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 3

Tue 14 September 2021 | 8 Tishrei
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Wed 15 September 2021 | 9 Tishrei
Erev Yom Kippur
•

•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 25 September 2021 | 19 Tishrei
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 27 September 2021 | 21 Tishrei
Erev Simkhat Torah
•

6:30pm EREV SIMKHAT TORAH starting with
light dinner

Tue 28 September 2021 | 22 Tishrei
Simkhat Torah
•

10am Simkhat Torah and Yizkor service

7:30pm Erev Yom Kippur
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

10 October 2021

Tishrei • Kheshvan 5782

All items subject to restrictions

Fri 1 October 2021 | 25 Tishrei
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

•

5:45pm SPROUT netzer-inspired service
on line and at TBI

Sat 2 October 2021 | 26 Tishrei
•

10am CIVIC AND SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 3 October 2021 | 27 Tishrei
•

10:30am LBC Book Club: 'Max' by Alex Miller

Mon 4 October 2021 | 28 Tishrei
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 4

Tue 5 October 2021 | 29 Tishrei
•

9:30am Senior's Week: Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 7 October 2021 | 1 Kheshvan
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 8 October 2021 | 2 Kheshvan
•

Sun 17 October 2021 | 11 Kheshvan
•

Mon 18 October 2021 | 12 Kheshvan
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 4

Tue 19 October 2021 | 13 Kheshvan
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 21 October 2021 | 15 Kheshvan
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 22 October 2021 | 16 Kheshvan
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 23 October 2021 | 17 Kheshvan
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 24 October 2021 | 18 Kheshvan
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 9 October 2021 | 3 Kheshvan

10:30am HoS: My Zionist story, with Dr Ilana
Snyder

10:30am HOS - Calling LBC Members and
Friends who are interested to help develop
links with Aboriginal Families & Communities
in Victoria

•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 25 October 2021 | 19 Kheshvan

•

7:30pm CABARET EVENT

•

Sun 10 October 2021 | 4 Kheshvan
•

4:30pm Jewish Jam

Mon 11 October 2021 | 5 Kheshvan
•

4:45pm SH'MA TERM 4

Tue 12 October 2021 | 6 Kheshvan
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Fri 15 October 2021 | 9 Kheshvan
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 16 October 2021 | 10 Kheshvan
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE
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4:45pm SH'MA TERM 4

Tue 26 October 2021 | 20 Kheshvan
•

9:30am Israeli Dancing classes

Thu 28 October 2021 | 22 Kheshvan
•

8pm B’Yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 29 October 2021 | 23 Kheshvan
•

9:15am Friday Morning walks

Sat 30 October 2021 | 24 Kheshvan
•

10am SHABBAT SERVICE

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings Aug/Sept/Oct 2021
AUGUST

SIGNIFICANT
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

Carol Hughes
Alec Huze
David Thomas
Peter Arnheim
Tommy Rosham
Sandra Hacker

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Edith Stanton
Cory Slater
Mia Robinson
Michael Roth
Michelle Hambur

David Brous
Cheryl Epstein
David Epstein

50th

Peter & Marilyn Arnheim

To Geoffrey and Shirley Shiff, their son Julian and
his wife Jessica on the arrival of Max Harry Shiff
(Geoffrey and Shirley’s first grandchild) in Long
Island, New York, November last year.

MAZAL TOV

WELCOME TO
NEW MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS

Leon and Marjorie Bloom taken
on the 14th June on the occasion of
their 72nd wedding anniversary

We welcome new and returning Members and Friends:
Ben, Dara and baby Alfie Peskin

John Kaufman

Cheryl Soafkin

Lorraine Ercegg

Condolences
Condolences to:
• Louise, Steve and Denise and their families on the death of Maadi Einfeld.
• Maadi was an artist and had had an exhibition at LBC as well as designing
cards which our Care Group used for some years.

May her memory be a blessing to her family and to all who knew her.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Gratitude
GRATEFUL THANKS TO:

OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 7 MAY - 20 JULY, 2021
We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.
Abraham, Marti;

Cooklin, Amanda &
Korotkov, Nathan;

Adler, Gary &
Suzanne;

Davis, John & Nina;
Davis, John;

Adler, Rodney;

Deutsch, George
and Kathy;

Aarons, Susan;

Ailsa Jean;
Balint, Jennifer;
Balint, John;
Balint, Michael;
Bau, Janet & Peter;
Beer, Tom and
Jane;
Berkowitz, Ruth;
Berryman-Brook,
Hugh;

Epstein, David &
Cheryl;

Jacobs, Alan &
Ruth;

Miller, Julie &
Mann, G;

Solomon, Roy and
Jennifer;

Isaacs-Armitage,
Jeanne;

Moshinsky, Nathan;

Spring, Jonathan &
Fiona;

Jonas, Michael &
Pamela;

Nathan,Terri;

Joseph, Rebecca;

Epstein, Sarah

Kaye, Stephen &
Karen;

Erlich, Rita;
Feldman, Alan;
Fenner, Patricia;
Flanc, Robert;

Bloom, Leon &
Marjorie;

Friedman, Lorna;
Glaser, Jenn;

Bornstein, Joshua
& Bernard, Tali;

Glickman, Roy;

Brous, David;

Goodrich, Allan;

Goldblatt, Greta;

Butler, Lucinda;

Gottfried, Oskar &
Inge;

Cass, Shirley &
Moss;

Gottlieb-Drucker,
Mathi;

Cohen, Harvey;

Grinwald, Paul;

Cohen, Nadine and
Lilienthal, JulieAnne;

Hacker, Sandra;

Conroy, Janet;

Silberberg, Valerie;

Kastelan, Veronica;

Bethune, Peggy;

Cohen, Susan;

Messer, Paula;

Epstein, Joseph &
Jan;

Fried, Barry;

Butler, Emma;

Isaacs, Albert;

Harcourt, Alison;
Harvey, Alan &
Jennifer;
Huze, Alec &
Roslyn;

Kaufman, Fay;

Kerron, Anthony &
Dorothy;
Kirby, Naomi;
Klein, Louise;
Kohn, Adela;
Langer, John;
Lederman,
Christine;
Lednar, Elaine;
Lopata, Rena and
Alex;
Marek, Ayal &
Silberberg, Karen;
Markus, Rachel;
Marmor, Sharon;
McCleery, Annette;
Meadow, Alisa;
Menke, Felix;
Merory, John &
Marsha;

Mushin, David;
Novy, Barry;
Ogawa, Deborah &
Akihiro;
Palmer, Janice;
Pavitt, Dean;
Perks, Evelyne &
Cohen, Joel;
Petterson, Monica;
Riess, Colin &
Contole, Julie;
Riess, Suzanne;
Rooseboom, David;
Rose, Caroline;
Rose, David;
Rose, Matthew;
Rose, Sue &
Solomon, Gary;
Rosedale, Kim;
Rozen, Michael &
Jennifer;
Schiff, Peter & Judi;

Stanton, Edith;
Stanton, Judith;
Taft, Esther;
Taft, Jonathan &
Margaret;
Taft, Leon & Susie;
Taft, Michael &
Ruth;
Taft, Robyn;
Thomas, David &
Charlotte;
Tropp-Boas,
Dorothea;
Waksberg, Lisa;
Warmbrand, Ashley
& Goodwin, Megan;
Warms, Tanya;
Wass, Erica & Troy;
Will, Wanda;
Winston, Jerome;
Zoo, Kent;
Zyskind, Goldie.

Scott, Sally;
Sharp, Richard;
Shiff, Geoffrey &
Shirley;

OUR VOLUNTEERS
Jerry Winston, Rebecca Lubansky, Susan Donath, Ailsa Jean, Akihiro Ogawa, Alan Feldman, Alan
Harvey, Alan Jacobs, Albert Isaacs, Barry Aarons, Barry Novy, Caroline Oblak, David Filcoff, David
Rooseboom, Deborah Ogawa, Fay Kaufman, Gary Adler, George Deutsch, Henry Okraglik, Hugh
Berryman Brook, Jack Cohen, Jane Beer, Janet Wolf Bau, Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage, Jen Glaser, Joel
Cohen, Jon Taft, Julie Contole, Karen Silberberg, Karl Charikar, Kathy Deutsch, Lilian Cohen, Lisa
Sylvan, Matthew Rose, Michael Fink, Michael Polack, Michael Taft, Paul Rosham, Pierre Harcourt,
Rebecca Lubansky, Rena Lopata, Rita Erlich, Rob Kendall, Ron Exiner, Ron Steiner, Ruth Leibowitz,
Ruth Taft, Sharene Hambur, Sharon Marmor, Stephen Hacker, Sue Aarons, Sue Rose, Susan Cohen,
Tanya Warms, Terri Nathan, Tom Beer, Tony Kerron, Val Silberberg, Vicki Brous, Victoria Gurvich.
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COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT | GROUP CHAIRS

Committee of Management
President: Michael Taft
Vice President: Deborah Ogawa
Treasurer: Karen Silberberg
Secretary: Michael Polack
Members: Jonathan Taft, Alan Feldman, Pierre
Harcourt, Jen Glasser (Convenor for Lifecycle),
Matthew Rose (Convenor for Internal), Caroline
Oblak (Convenor for Culture & Outreach I),
Stephen Hacker (Convenor for Culture &
Outreach II). Ex-officio: Rabbi Jonathan KerenBlack

Lifecycle

LBC’s operations and activities are run by
its Groups, which are set up in pillars for
the purpose of reporting to the Committee.
A Convenor (listed under the pillar name)
organizes the reporting on behalf of the
Groups. Each Group has a chairperson
(listed under the Group name).
Please get involved in one or a few groups. We are
always looking for new ideas and support. You
can allocate time as little or as much as you have.
Please contact the relevant chair, Convenor or the
office at office@lbc.org.au. Each Group will be
represented at the Cabaret night on 9 October, so
you can ask questions and sign up then as well.

(Jen Glaser)

(Matt Rose)

Internal

Culture & Outreach I

Culture & Outreach II

Ritual
(Michael Taft)
Membership
(Jonathan Taft)
Youth Education
(Karl Charikar)
Care
(Alan Feldman)
House of Study
(Jerry Winston)

House
(Michael Fink)

Deborah's Well
(Janet Wolf Bau)

Security
(Tanya Warms)

Communications
(Caroline Oblak)

I.T.
(Paul Rosham)

REJEWVENATION
(Stephen Hacker)

Library
(Terri Nathan)

LBAC
(Val Silberberg)

Israeli Dance
(Michael Taft)
B’Yachad
(Kathy Deutsch)
Jewish Jam
(Tanya Warms)
Fundraising
(Deborah Ogawa)
Walking
(Kathy Deutsch)

(Caroline Oblak)

(Stephen Hacker)

To form a new Group:
If you would like to form a new LBC Group, the idea needs to be approved by the Committee. Please send
the Group’s intended name, mission, and types of activities it plans to undertake to a Committee member
directly or via the office (office@lbc.org.au). The submission should also include the intended chairperson’s
name and other people interested in joining the Group, if known.

Group Chairs
Ritual......................................Michael Taft

Deborah’s Well......................Janet Wolf Bau

Membership..........................Jonathan Taft

Communications..................Caroline Oblak

Youth Education...................Karl Charikar

ReJewvenation.....................Stephen Hacker

Care.......................................Alan Feldman

Leo Baeck Arts Centre.........Val Silberberg

House of Study......................Susan Cohen

Israeli Dance.........................Michael Taft

House.....................................Michael Fink

B’Yachad................................Kathy Deutsch

Security.................................Tanya Warms

Jewish Jam............................Tanya Warms

Information Technology......Paul Rosham

Fundraising...........................Deborah Ogawa

Library...................................Terri Nathan

Walking..................................Kathy Deutsch
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LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

Zwinger Library Report
https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com
After being back for a couple of weeks in May, we
were back into lock-down soon after. I used the time
to clean up a few things around the library and check
our catalogue.
During the past few weeks, thanks to our library
grant from Boroondara Council I have purchased
a new ergonomic chair and another chair, which I
have donated to the library. This will make for a more
comfortable experience whilst using the computer.
We are currently in the process of getting a new
computer, also from the grant, so we will have a more
efficient and rapidly updated system.
I am looking at buying some new books to add to our
library. If anyone has any suggestions for our library,
preferably of a Jewish theme or by a Jewish author,
please let the office know.
Thank you to everyone who has donated books to our
library.
Terri Nathan (Zwinger Library Convenor)

Prayer books in good condition will be sent
to hospital and airport chapels for Jewish
(and other) patients and travellers. We have
arranged for those that are damaged or just
worn out to be buried appropriately. Please
bring them with you when you attend services
over the approaching High Holy Day period.

Do you have
unwanted or
unused prayer
books cluttering
your shelves?

Editors’ note

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft and formatted by Jane Green from
EverlastingMagicDesign.

Please note that
the deadline for
the November/
December/January
issue of Profile will
be 11/10.

Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily
represent the views of the President/s or Committee of Management. Articles
may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. Advertisements will be accepted;
contact the office for details.
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication No PP 325 999 10035

LBC CONTACT DETAILS:
email office@lbc.org.au ; Phone 9819 7160
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Dear Rabbi Jonathan, Michael Taft, the board of
LBC and your congregation,
MAZEL TOV on the occasion of the 50th
Anniversary of LBC!
On behalf of the Rabbi and board of Etz
Chayim we wish you much joy for such a happy
simcha. This is truly a wonderful time for your
congregation.
We hope that you will be able to celebrate with
your community along with the wider progressive
community in the new future.
Mazel Tov,

Pam Spiegel
President

