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President’s Report  
 

We started out 2020 full of enthusiasm and promise after our very successful 70th 

anniversary year in 2019. We started gently with a picnic at Herring Island. Purim was 
celebrated with the usual noise and enjoyment by the children. We participated in the 

Kew Community Festival with our annual Civic Service, where Rabbi David Saperstein, 

President of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, was our guest speaker. That was an 
exciting start to the year. We were hoping to build and develop on that enthusiasm but 

things do not always turn out as we expect. 

Even before the threat and smoke of the bushfires had lifted, there was concern for a 

‘Novel Coronavirus’ sweeping the world from China, and when our powerful new LBC arts 

exhibition was opened, during our Civic weekend, featuring the work of our congregant 

Shirley Cass, she was advised not to attend for health reasons. That activity-filled 

weekend concluded with the annual Leo Baeck Lecture, with anti-nuclear activist Dr Helen 
Caldicott Broinowski – she too stayed at home and appeared on-line, with most people 

also staying at home. Purim was also an unusually understated event! 

 
The onset of Covid was of less concern at first, with the suggestion of social distancing and 

handwashing, but it rapidly became apparent that it was going to cause havoc in all our 

lives, not just at LBC. I cannot praise Rabbi Jonathan enough for the way he stepped up 

and focused his energies and experience on continuing to keep our community connected 
in spite of the new, and everchanging, covid rules. He has put in many long hours on this, 

even on his days off. He voluntarily reduced his hours to 5 days a week with the associated 

reduction in his salary to help with the financial constraints caused by covid. The whole 
community should be grateful for the work and effort he has put in. 

 

It was clear that the Communal Seder would have to be cancelled, but with Rabbi 
Jonathan devising a “seder-in-a-box” delivered to homes by willing volunteers, and then 

sharing his own family seder with us over Zoom, we were able to experience the unity of 

Pesach. We even featured on the news. 

 
Very few of us had even heard of Zoom last March, but Rabbi Jonathan, with the very able 

assistance of Mannie Gross, Greg Segal, Elisabeth Holdsworth and others with technology 

skills, was able to not only provide us with Shabbat and festival services, but also 

discussions, demonstrations and other activities - even a pop-up Shabbat - which enabled 

many of us to stay connected.  

 
Thanks must also go to the Care Group, with Rena Lopata at the head, who ensured that 

those older members of our community who were especially isolated had someone who 

was reaching out to them. Others also assisted in this important community task. We set 

up a fund so that those who did not have the required technology to stay connected could 
be helped if they needed it, and to offer other assistance. 

 

Our online services through the remainder of the year were remarkable. These were not 

the same as in person, but they did have the benefit that those who couldn’t usually 

participate in services in shul, could now do so. One long-standing member in a nursing 
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home was very happy to be able to join in, though she is no longer able to come to East 

Kew regularly. In almost all of these services, Michael Taft was present to act as Shammas, 

for which I would like to thank him on behalf of us all. 

 
The High Holy Days were challenging but also presented us with something new and 

exciting. The shared service with the other Melbourne-based Progressive shuls for Erev 

Rosh Hashana and second day Tishrei, in spite of a few technical glitches, emphasised that 
in spite of the differences in each congregation’s size and feel, we all hold the same 

principles. It was fascinating to see how the other congregations managed their part of the 

services. 
 

One new touch which could possibly be something we can make a regular part of 

Chanukah, was sharing candle lighting via zoom from the Sh’ma kids’ homes each night.  

Thanks must go to the parents for facilitating this. The children participating in Sh’ma and 
Beit Mitzvah classes did much of their learning online throughout the year. A huge thank 

you to the religion school staff who enabled this to proceed as smoothly as it did. I am led 

to believe the students mostly enjoyed it, too. 
 

Turning to staffing, our two office positions were rearranged to create a role for a 

dedicated bookkeeper and an Office Administrator. It is expected that these changes will 
address identified difficulties in the prioritisation and allocation of office activities. Our 

Resource Officer Inna Lysy decided to resign her post following the reorganisation. We 

were sad to lose Inna’s formidable skills and experience and acknowledge her efforts in 

assisting the new bookkeeper. We wish Inna every success in her future work and thank 
her for her commitment to the LBC community of which she is a part.  The bookkeeping 

role has been filled by Paul Gadsden and we welcome Paul to LBC. Paul takes professional 

direction from our Co-Treasurers. Julie-Anne also left us, and we employed Silke Bohleke 
as Office Administrator but unfortunately it was just as Covid was starting and it did not 

work out. We were fortunate that Rabbi Jonathan was able to persuade Julie-Anne to 

return to take charge of the office to help us get through, where she is 
doing an excellent job. 

 

Covid also meant that we first turned our caretaker, Leon Cisek, to redecorating the 

kiddush hall and then the Room of Prayer and reduced his hours, but when he was no 

longer allowed to come onto the site we concluded his employment. As there was no one 

using the building during this period we had to rely on Regina Bron as chair of the House 

group to keep an eye on things. We are fortunate that she lives close to our Centre.  As we 
slowly started to reuse the building, we employed a couple of people from a refugee 

background, to tidy up the building and gardens, which gave them some income and job 

experience. 
 

Sadly, we lost Marlis Cohen, an active member of the congregation and a much valued 

member of the Board, who passed away in September of this year. Her intelligence, 

strength and contribution to our community and the wider community, recognized this 
year by an OAM, is sorely missed. We marked her passing by changing the name of our 

Covid Relief Fund to the Marlis Cohen Community Fund to which Sharene and family 

made a substantial donation, enabling us to broaden its remit. Again, we offer our sincere 
condolences to Sharene and family. 
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We also mention the passing of long-standing member of LBC, Walter Kastelan. Walter 

was a regular attendee at LBC, a source of sound advice and a pillar of our community, 

and again we extend our condolences to Veronica and the family. We wish to acknowledge 

the very generous and welcome bequest that we have recently received (in 2021). 
 

There have been many online activities held this year. Here are some of them:  

 
We managed to hold two B’nei Mitzvah before Covid struck, Zoe Kendall and Isaac Spring 

– mazal tov to them and their families. 

 
At the LBC Annual Lecture delivered in March this year the speaker was Doctor Helen 

Caldicott the anti-nuclear activist and author. As our first Covid era event this was 

delivered via Skype to a small audience in the shul.  

 
Shavuot this year was held via zoom with the four speakers illustrating their talks via 

Power Point. The event attracted 38 participants most of whom remained until midnight. I 

have been told that not having to go into shul to participate made it much easier. Perhaps 
next year we could have a hybrid one? 

 

Chavurah Lunches were replaced by a series of on-line LBC Studios and discussion groups 
led by Rabbi Jonathan and guest speakers, and covered the following topics: 

Contemporary Slavery, Suddenly the Plague Ceased; Refugee and Asylum Seekers; 

Royalty or Republic?; God’s Role in Tragedy; The Dunera Boys; Elul, a Time to Repair and 

Renew; Dealing with Nature; and a discussion on the USA election. 
 

Deborah’s Well, our women’s group, continued over the lockdown via Zoom. They held an 

interesting range of discussions as can be seen in their report. 
 

The Board held nine ordinary meetings in addition to its AGM on the 31st May. Being the 

first AGM held via Zoom, there were a few glitches for which I, as incoming President 
apologise. At the AGM, I, Gillian Lubansky, was elected President and Ellis Edwards and 

Marlis Cohen were elected as Co-Treasurers. Mannie Gross and Deborah Ogawa were 

elected Vice-Presidents and Michael Polack was elected Honorary Secretary.  Due to new 

model rules by the government, our Board will now be known as the Committee of 

Management. 

 

In closing, as President I would like to express my deep appreciation to the Executive and 
the Board for their efforts and advice to Dr Jim Beck as Immediate Past President who has 

been a great help and support, to our Groups who are the engine of our shul, to Rabbi 

Jonathan and staff for their assistance through an extraordinary time and also to our 
congregants and families with whom we have navigated this most unusual year. 

 

Gillian Lubansky 
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Rabbi’s Report 
 

A Challenging Year 

 
I am writing this whilst on ‘Holiday’!  2020 was a very difficult and challenging year and 

though by Pesakh 2021 things were looking more hopeful and positive here, the pressure 

and backlog is not as yet addressed. 
 

The year started amidst unprecedented bush fires, but of course they did not physically 

and directly affect our premises.  However, they were another indication, along with the 

extended bushfire season and the devastating fires in California and Europe as well, that 

the climate is changing as the experts worldwide have been predicting.  If religion is about 

‘healing our world’ then raising awareness and helping people to take steps to improve 

their own and the wider society’s responses is surely something we should be doing.  I 
have been ‘sounding the shofar’ as a way of drawing attention to this matter and raising 

awareness, though there have been some congregants who feel this may be too political. 

 
Through 2019 I had been warning that we were liable to lose either one or both of our 

office staff and sadly Julie-Anne left near the end of 2019 and Inna left early 2020, meaning 

we lost all office continuity.   

 
Even before the bushfire smoke had cleared, alarm was spreading about a new epidemic – 

would it be declared a pandemic?  We started to implement precautions and procedures 

such as doing kiddush from the pulpit rather than having people in close proximity in the 
kiddush hall.  Activities rapidly started to be affected – our dramatic new exhibition, 

Marking the Stranger, by LBC member Shirley Cass, was hung in the shul, but Shirley was 

advised not to attend the opening, and sadly few people were able to see this powerful 
and important exhibition, despite it being our ‘longest running’ ever, as it was up for much 

of the Covid year! Our Leo Baeck Lecturer, anti-nuclear campaigner Dr Helen Caldicott 

also decided that it would be better to deliver her talk through Skype, and few people 

ventured out to LBC, though more watched it online.  Purim was also at this time, and 
again, people stayed away with just a few risking the gathering.  It was clear that we’d 

have to cancel the Communal Seder as by that time we were about to be in lockdown, but 

we managed to turn it into ‘Seder in a Box’ and with a team of volunteers we delivered the 

food (and a roll of toilet paper!) in person to everyone who had registered, and then 

delivered the Seder online from our home. 

 
We transitioned immediately into our online services, and a small group worked over very 

many hours to develop an increasingly effective service, including the pages of the 

prayerbook, so not one Shabbat or Festival service was missed. By using backgrounds of 

the synagogue even though I was at my home and the cantor was at theirs, and by filming 
sections where the ark was opened, the Torah taken out, undressed, elevated, redressed 

and put away, we created such a good impression of the regular service that some online 

‘attenders’ were not even aware that we were not in LBC!  We even included our own Tisha 

B’Av service (‘from’ the Hall of Remembrance, at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem!).   

 



 7 

We made an administrative officer appointment at the start of March but it was an 

impossible challenge as by then we could not get close enough to show and explain 

practices and procedures or even look at the same screen whilst trying to train.  At this 

time I was carrying an enormous workload, trying to keep things operating, including 
preparing and producing and printing the Profile magazines.  There were also some 

serious communication issues with some board members, and I was regularly working till 

after midnight, and not sleeping properly, because of the number of things piling up and 
needing attention.  Eventually I was able to persuade Julie-Anne to return to help us 

through this unprecedented period, though she has less hours than she did previously, 

and she did make it clear that it would be on a temporary basis.  She has worked 
incredibly hard and helped to catch up on the most urgent issues – it is important to be 

aware that we would not have been able to maintain activities had she not come back, 

with her knowledge and her calm, charming and capable approach – but also to be aware 

that we are asking more of her week by week than is reasonable. 
 

By the time the High Holy Days were approaching, we were allowed to conduct the service 

from LBC, though without a congregation present, and managed to run all the regular 
services, including a couple jointly with other PJV congregations, though not without our 

share of technical glitches!  After this, services continued to be transmitted from the shul, 

and we had to put in many more hours to revise our operations to allow ‘hybrid’ 
streaming, where we could welcome congregants back in person, but also continue to 

have an online congregation who could also participate.  We were using Zoom, for which 

participants need to be on their own computers or phones, and also streaming to 

YouTube, which allowed people to watch on Smart TVs as well as computers, meaning 
they could have a larger screen to see the prayer book, and could be in their living rooms, 

often a more comfortable and amenable environment for a service, and as the difficult 

year of 2020 came to a close our numbers were roughly divided between Zoom, YouTube 
and in-person at LBC, though we were not advertising our services outside the PJV 

environment. 

     
During the year, as people were increasingly in lockdown and isolated, I created a new 

way to communicate and keep in touch and make connections with relevant 

developments in the Jewish and wider world.  I called this ‘the Rabbi’s Compendium’ and 

it was a twice a week email with links to all our activities, stories, jokes, articles and news. 

I considered this to be an extension of the ‘Rabbi’s Pulpit’, and many people appreciated it 

but a couple of times someone objected that one item or another was ‘too political’ or I 

didn’t have ‘permission’.  The Compendium was to complement the individual roster of 
calls, especially to our most elderly members, organised by Rena Lopata and the Care 

group, and I want to thank and acknowledge Rena and the group and also members of the 

Board who assisted in calling members through that difficult period. 
 

When the scale of the pandemic and its likely effect on the economy started to become 

apparent, I agreed with the Executive that my days and pay would be cut, the former more 

theoretical than the latter as my hours and workload have been longer than ever.  For 
about three months I barely had a day off, and in the end the doctor insisted I took five 

days stress leave. (From 2021 I have returned to ‘full time’ and can report that things are 

gradually improving). 
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Thankfully we were saved any deaths from Covid in the community, though we did have 

several very sad losses of long-standing members and supporters.  I am going to mention 

only one – Marlis Cohen, who I worked so closely with as Treasurer and Co-Treasurer 

through every year I have been here since I arrived in January 2003.  Marlis was kind, 
thoughtful, efficient, and immensely generous with her time and care.  Her integrity was 

beyond reproach and, though she meticulously marshalled LBC’s scarce resources, she 

insisted never to ‘keep the hired servants wages overnight’, but to pay bills and 
obligations when they were due.  I had some lovely discussions with her over the years, 

and particularly remember when she starred in the play ‘Kindertransport’ that we staged 

about 15 years ago.  We are very lucky that her daughter Sharene continues her example 
of care and dedication to LBC, and also that Marlis and the family have made a generous 

bequest to establish the Marlis Cohen Community Fund which can be used to support 

congregants through hard times, such as the current Covid emergency. 

 
Finally, I’d like to report that I think the year has given many people pause to reflect.  Many 

people had been on a ‘materialist treadmill’ – more work for more money for more things, 

bigger houses, longer and more exotic holidays.  We have assumed this would go on, we 
have assumed health and ‘entitlements’.  The bushfires had began to persuade many 

people that we really did need to reevaluate and change our priorities and behaviours and 

the decisions of our governments, and the pandemic raised other similar issues regarding 
national priorities, self-sufficiency, health provisions, travel and trade, safety and security.  

I believe some of our congregants found some support and solace in their faith, and in the 

LBC community. I know that an increasing number of people have either thought about, 

or followed up on, finding out more about Judaism as a meaningful framework for a 
modern spiritual life.  I have twice as many students in the Intro to Judaism course which I 

run on behalf of the PJV as I did this time last year – intelligent adults who find Progressive 

Judaism meaningful and fascinating, and some of whom I hope will eventually convert 
and join LBC.   

 

In conclusion, I would reflect that membership of religious organisations comes from 
people’s discretionary spending – they do not ‘need’ to do it, and I know that not only LBC 

but many other organisations are concerned about what Covid will do to their main 

income streams.  Though some may feel all the stronger commitment to support the 

congregation, it is inevitable that others may struggle through the coming period, or may 

be more cautious about what the future may bring, and decide to build up their savings 

for their own security.  Add to this the realities that we are in a very low interest 

environment, where those dependent on income from interest are finding it very difficult, 
where we are an aging congregation and have lost a number of long-standing and long-

paying members, and that some will find other reasons not to pay their membership, and 

it adds up to a worrying and uncertain scenario for the future of LBC.  In 2021 we will 
celebrate 50 years in East Kew, having celebrated the 70th anniversary of the congregation 

a couple of years ago.  But we need new energy and a new vision to make sure we are still 

a force for Progressive Judaism in the Eastern and Northern Suburbs over the coming 50 

or 70 years.    
 

Rabbi Jonathan 
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Treasurer’s Report 
    
 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report FY2020 
 
It is with pleasure that I present the Leo Baeck Centre’s Financial Statements for year 
ending 31 December 2020. 
 
The below charts provide guidance on the type of income and expenses that the Leo 
Baeck Centre has. Professional Costs and Occupancy costs represent 76.9% of the 
expenses with Membership fees representing 72.8% of income. 
 
While a profit was achieved for the year, this was significantly impacted by two key 
items related to COVID-19: 

- Benefits provided by the Government 

- Rabbi Jonathan reducing his working days to 5 days a week for the majority 

of the year 

 
Without these two items a significant loss would have been recorded for the year 
and challenges exist to achieve a break even or profit in future years. 
 
We are most grateful and appreciative of all our donors, both large and small, for 
their unfailing generosity, understanding and support. These donations are crucial 
to allow funding for all the activities that have been run this year and we look 
forward to many in the future. 
 
We would like to thank our President, and all the Office Bearers for the careful 
attention they always give to our finances and for the help that they have provided 
throughout the year. 
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Music Director’s Report 
                    
In this electronic digital age, things are not always as they appear.  

 

Such was the case when, for many months, our music was not emanating from the 
synagogue at all.  Covid 19 restrictions were upon us.  So, everything you saw and heard 

was ‘online’ by courtesy of ‘Zoom’, and the efforts of the Rabbi, Mannie Gross and the 

expert knowledge of Elisabeth Holdsworth.  What a Team!!  If you didn’t realise it, so much 

the better - but the cantors sang from their homes, and if there was keyboard 

accompaniment, that was because I went to their homes to accompany them, and for 

some services, Julian was able to sing and accompany himself simultaneously.  To make it 

‘appear’ as if coming from LBC, a slide of the inside front windows was shown ‘behind’ the 
cantors, which often made it feel quite real.  Indeed an achievement all round. 

 

When it came to the High Holy Days, those running the services were allowed to be in the 
Synagogue - including the Cantors, maintaining their distance from each other, and me at 

the organ.  But where was the beautiful High Holy Day Choir?  They were there, because of 

the Service recordings I make annually, and through the many hours of work from Mannie, 

who transferred all that onto separate discs for each service.  Skillfully done and accurate, 
and with the correct buttons pressed, you enjoyed a mixture of both recorded and live 

music, often not knowing which was which.  It was truly an amazing result, and we owe 

Mannie our sincerest thanks for his work and attention to detail. 
 

So for the devotion of our Cantors right through this difficult period, we owe our gratitude 

- to Julian Duband, Vered Harel, Michelle Langer, Laurance Splitter, Rhondda Hall, Galit 
Klas and Sharon Mattatia. Our sincere thanks to you all.   

 

For many years Michelle Langer has beautified our worship services.  For the last few years 

she only joined us for the High Holy Days.  2020 was her last year and she has decided to 
hang up her vocal cords!!  In 2021 we will have our services without Michelle after decades 

of devotion.  We will miss her presence, her voice and her faultless renditions of our most 

inspiring music.  Thank you sincerely, Michelle. 

 

My only hope for 2021 is that our Choir regroups after this enforced one-year break and 

gives us once again the wonderful music we have enjoyed through the years. It is obvious 
that there is a power of work that is done behind the scenes, and if it results in smooth and 

enjoyable music to enhance our Shul Services, I am pleased. 

 

Maurice Duband   
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Lifecycle 
 

Ritual 
 

During this year, 
which commenced 

with the disastrous 

fires, but has 
subsequently been 

dominated by the 

virus, the Ritual 
committee met 

seven times, almost 

twice as often as 

usual.  
At the end of the 

Bush fires but prior 

to Covid, our Shabbat dedicated to firefighters was well received attracting 40 attendees.   
 

Rabbi David Sapperstein, President of WUPJ, and American rabbi, lawyer and community 

leader, spoke at the Annual Shabbat Civic service.  Robin Rothfield celebrated his Bar 

Mitzvah Sheini.  

 

The TBI Purim Spiel “The Jersey Boys” came to LBC in early March, but numbers were 

limited as the virus was becoming a source of concern. 
 

From the end of March 2020 all our services were online, including the High Holy Days, but 

towards the end of the year we welcomed congregants back to LBC whilst continuing with 

an ongoing commitment to hybrid services determined and confirmed by the Board. 

Seating in the Sanctuary has been distanced and we have been conducting kiddush from 

the bimah in order to ensure social distancing. 

 

Initially we had 40 people join on Zoom each Shabbat.  The numbers fell somewhat, but as 

we returned to LBC, the total remained pretty stable at around 20 members present for 

services and another 20 online. This demonstrates that there is a demand for ‘shul at 
home’, particularly for those living distanced or those who are housebound.  

We had a number of minyanim online including for Richard Harcourt, Walter Kastelan and 

our much-loved long-standing Board member and Treasurer Marlis Cohen, the latter 
service attracting 52 screens, many being couples. That translates to about 80 individuals.  

We also  marked the death of our former Rabbi Brian Fox at a shabbat morning service. 

Rabbi John Levi and Jen Glaser spoke of Brian’s many achievements. 
The Communal Pesach Seder could not be held, so Rabbi Jonathan organised a delivery of 

a Pesach box to congregants who were unable to get supply for a seder. This was given a 

brief mention in TV news. He then ran his family seder online so congregants could join in. 
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As mentioned, the High Holy Day services were streamed online, using both Zoom and 

YouTube to provide maximum access.  The Slichot service was streamed following the 

screening of the film, ‘A Gentleman before God’.  

 
Only those running the service were in the sanctuary for the services: Rabbi Jonathan, the 

Cantors, Michelle Langer, Julian Duband and Laurence Splitter, and Maurice as organist – 

with a host of lights, tripods, computers, cameras and microphones. Since we could not 
have the choir, Maurice and Mannie created a CD of our choir compiled from previous 

years to be played at appropriate places in the service.  Greg Segal spent much time 

assisting us to ensure the sound was well balanced. 
 

The Erev Rosh Hashana Zoom service was shared with TBI, Etz Chaim, Kedem and LBC. 

Lay readers participated remotely, as well as a post Beit Mitzvah family from interstate.  

Instead of a cellist at Kol Nidrei, the Kol Nidrei was played from a video of a Symphony 
Orchestral performance. The Annual Yizkor Memorial book was published online as usual.  

The annual shabbat services to celebrate Israel, and LGBTIQ+ pride, were held online as 

part of our annual service schedule. 
We also ran our own online service for Tisha B’Av including an online reading of part of 

Eicha by Rabbi Morgan. The participants then joined the UPJ for an online discussion.  

  
Rabbi Jonathan conducted the Sukkot services from the sukkah at his home, and Simkhat 

Torah was celebrated online.  

 

Chanukah was observed by members of the community lighting their chanukiah at home 
for a 15 mins gathering each night.  A physical gathering was held at the ‘Picnic in the 

Paddock’. 

 
The acknowledgement of first nations people has been changed slightly to read “We 

acknowledge that our sanctuary is on land whose traditional custodians are the 

Wurundjeri people, and we recognize the elders past and present of the broader First 
Nations across Australia.”  

 

The addition of community founders to the Yahrzeit list is growing but not yet complete. 

This ensures that the founders who have died but who longer have family members are 

named in the community yahrzeit lists.   

The year proved an ongoing challenge for us, which we tried to respond to with agility and 

creativity.  We are pleased that by the end of a very challenging year, LBC still had a 
vibrant feel and a range of options for its members to choose from in terms of religious 

services.  

 
Michael Taft 
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House of Study 
 

The House of Study (Bet Hamidrash) Group continued to provide study opportunities in-

person until March 2020 and online for the remainder of 2020.  Our objective is to increase 

knowledge of Judaism amongst LBC Members and Friends, by presenting interesting and 

informative presentations and study sessions in a friendly atmosphere. 

Meetings: HoS Group held 5 meetings during 2020, either at LBC or via Zoom: February, May, 

July, October and December. 

Annual Events 

 LBC CIVIC SERVICE with Local & Venturer Scout Visitors (March 2020) – Held in 

conjunction with Kew Community Festival (KewFest) 

 LEO BAECK LECTURE (March 2020) – Held in conjunction with KewFest: due to 

COVID-19, Dr Helen Caldicott presented the lecture via Internet 

 YOM HA’ATZMAUT DINNER (May 2020) – Deferred due to COVID-19 

 SHAVUOT TIKKUN (held via Zoom, May 2020) “Changes in Judaism over the 
Centuries” – Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black; Albert Isaacs; Mannie Gross; Elisabeth 

Holdsworth 

 

Other Notable HoS Events 

 Iftar (Planning deferred due to COVID-19) 

 Chavurah Lunches (February: Pierre Harcourt; then deferred due to COVID-19) 

 FineWine/FineMusic (Deferred due to COVID-19) 

 LBC Studio via Zoom (replaced Chavurah Lunches): “Slavery Panel” – Anna Game-

Lopata & Roscoe Howell; “Stolpersteine in Europe” – Ron Exiner, Judy & John 

Stanton – Postponed due to COVID-19 

 LBCinema (December: Outdoor showing, “On the Basis of Sex”, about Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg, Associate Justice, Supreme Court, USA) 

 

Shabbat Morning Study Group: Shabbat morning study group continued to meet some 
Saturdays at 9.00 am, prior to Shacharit; then deferred due to COVID-19. 

 

HoS Associated Activities:  HoS provided a ‘home’ for a wide range of associated activities 
that were not planned and organised by the LBC Board or another LBC Group. 

Chavurah Lunches & LBC Studio: Under the HoS banner, Patricia Fenner organised Shabbat 

Chavurah Lunches that were deferred and transformed into LBC Studio during the COVID-
19 pandemic.   

Fine Music/Fine Wine & LBCinema: Inperson presentations and discussions deferred due to 
COVID-19. 

Kew Festival (KewFest): A long-standing relationship between the annual Kew Festival 

(KewFest) and LBC continued, to the mutual benefit of both.  Lisa Sylvan represented LBC 
(and the House of Study Group, in particular) as a long-term member of, and leader, on the 

Kew Festival Committee.   

LBC Civic Service:  Venturer Scouts were invited to attend the LBC Civic Service in March, 
followed by a Q&A Session for Venturers and other visitors.   
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Banyule Interfaith Network (BiN):  Meetings – David Rooseboom and Jerry Winston. 

Future: The HoS Group commenced planning a flexible 2021 program, including in-person 
and online events.   

 

HoS Group Membership 

• May 2020: Rob Holdsworth retired with the Group’s thanks for contributions that 
included taking of Minutes.  

• October 2020: Albert Isaacs – long-time chair of LBC Adult Education 

Committee/LBC House of Study Group – advised the October meeting that he was 
retiring from HoS Group.  By acclamation, the meeting thanked and congratulated 

Albert on his years of chairing HoS meetings and his unstinting service to study and 

learning at LBC.   

• December 2020: Susan Cohen and Linda Stern welcomed as new members of HoS 
Group.   

 

It is my pleasant duty to thank all presenters who helped provide a successful 2020 program 
before and during the COVID Pandemic.  I acknowledge and thank members of the HoS 

Group who contributed in so many ways, both in the forefront and background: Rabbi 

Jonathan Keren-Black, Albert Isaacs, Elisabeth Holdsworth, Susan Cohen, Linda Stern, Lisa 
Sylvan, Mannie Gross, David Rooseboom and Rob Holdsworth.  Rabbi Jonathan’s 

extraordinary time and effort spent planning, organising, and leading online events deserve 

special thanks, as do members of LBC’s technical team whose efforts enabled study and 

learning to continue throughout 2020. 

 

Jerome Winston 

 

 

Membership 
 

The limitations placed on social activities throughout 2020 meant a quiet year for the 

Membership Group. We negotiated a number of fee concessions for those members in 

financial distress, and thereby did not lose members for financial reasons. We have 

welcomed two new Full Families and 8 Singles. Our total membership is 247 “Billing Units” 

including 91 Families, 103 Singles, 13 Country, 23 on concessions, 2 Honorary Life 
Members, 15 Young Adults working or student. Sadly we have had some members pass 

away, and a few resignations. 

 

New members come to us for a variety of reasons. Some connect via friends or relatives 
who are already members, or may be themselves past members who chose to rejoin. 

Some are new to Melbourne and seek us out, often from our website. Others have 

attended educational functions or life-cycle events. Many join to ensure their children’s 
Jewish education.  LBC is promoted by stories in the Jewish press, frontage real estate 

boards, but word of mouth is the most important publicity. We follow up expressions of 

interest with information mail-outs, Profile, and calls. 
 



 18 

We have a number of ongoing initiatives to increase membership. At High Holy Days we 

encourage those coming to Services as visitors to join and make a commitment. We are 

always reviewing membership categories and accepting reductions in certain cases to try 

to accommodate those in difficult circumstances. No one is turned away for financial 
reasons. Two years ago we created a new category on a trial basis; the “Extended Family 

Membership” where, for an additional $400, a family membership could include up to 2 

non-member adult offspring and partners who are offered a full connection to LBC. Five 
families have taken up this option. We support the LBC Member Brunches, and family 

Chagim celebrations at LBC, at Sukkot and Chanukah. We hope to resume Outreach and 

New Members welcome functions this year. 
 

I would like to thank the Group; Kathy Deutsch, Gillian Lubansky, Karen Silberberg, Julie 

Contole, Inna Lysy, Regina Bron, Mannie Gross, Deborah Ogawa and Rabbi Jonathan 

Keren-Black for their efforts, encouragement, wisdom and commitment to LBCs survival 
and prosperity. 

 

Jon Taft 
 

 

Youth Education 
 
The Youth and Education Committee oversees the youth education program at LBC. The 

committee meets on a quarterly basis, chaired by Karl Charikar. Members include Zelema 

Levy, Tali Bernard, Danielle Clayman (until November 2019) and Jennifer Balint (from 
January 2020). Karen Silberberg is the Board representative. Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black 

and Jessica Bellamy attend the meeting in their capacity as Rabbi and Team 
Leader/Educator. The Youth and Education program includes the following: 

Sh’ma Program: The Hebrew and Jewish studies program is divided into two sessions. The 

Hebrew component continues to have three streams (for three levels of ability); the 

Jewish Studies component has two (Grade 3/4 stream and Grade 5/6 stream).  Throughout 
2020, there was regular attendance of approximately 19 students. Jessica Bellamy 

continued as the lead teacher during that period, assisted by Jay Kowald. Maya Marek and 

Gali Marek continued working as a young assistant teachers throughout 2020.  Classes 
moved online in March 2020 until the end of the year with the onset of COVID restrictions.  

Students received mid-year and end of year reports, and a graduation certificate in 
December. There were no mid-year reports as we were still adjusting to online delivery 
and aware that this was a trying time for students.   

In usual years, the Chagim program complements the Sh’ma program, and includes 

children and community activities at Chanukah, Purim, Simchat Torah, Rosh 

Hashanah/Yom Kippur and Sukkot. Some of these Chagim were offered as online activities 

except for Chanukah, which was a picnic.  A pizza shabbat dinner or families was planned 

for the middle of the year but had to be cancelled due to COVID restrictions.  
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B’nei Mitzvah: There was a small cohort of B’nei Mitzvah students in 2020, with two B’nei 

Mitzvah held across the year. Classes continued to run on Monday nights (concurrently 
with Sh’ma classes). 

Youth Engagement:  Two youth engagement activities took place during 2020: a Zoom 

mask-making workshop, and an in-person Mitzvah Day food drive. These activities were 
targeted for all ages, but both saw a healthy youth presence take part.  

Karl Charikar  

 

Care 
  

The Care Group continued into its 17th year in 2020. The group has continued with the 
same seven volunteer LBC members plus the Rabbi. Rena Lopata, our Care Coordinator, 

assessed client needs and recommended the group’s response. During the Covid 

restrictions we continued to meet bi-monthly on Zoom to review issues affecting our 

community and the members to be contacted if they or their families needed assistance. 

Early in the year the group continued to provide friendly visiting, however with the 

restrictions only phone calls or emails were permitted for the remainder of the year. We 
continued to send out cards covering bereavement, ‘get well’ and other circumstances.  

During 2020 we organised volunteers from within the Care Group and the LBC community 

to regularly contact our 80+ year young members to check that they were coping OK 
under the restrictions and also sent them Chanukah Cards. We organised a Zoom event 

where Sandra Hacker gave a talk on ‘Mental Health Issues at the time of Covid and how to 
manage them’, which went extremely well.  

We congratulate and thank all the Care Group volunteer members who continue to 

provide their time and effort to our LBC members in need. With special thanks to Rena for 
her continued tireless and exceptional work as our Care Coordinator.                  

Alan Feldman 
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Culture and Outreach 
 

Arts 
 

Only one exhibition was held in 2020 because of the pandemic. Shirley Cass "Marking The 
Stranger", an exhibition of markings used to distinguish Jews over many centuries up to 

and including the Holocaust, was opened on March 14th. Shirley has bequeathed her 

exhibits to the LBC.  
 

All subsequent exhibitions were cancelled and will not resume until it is safe to hold an 

opening on site and the exhibition is readily available for viewing in person. Currently an 
online exhibition of paintings by Janet Bau, Jan Palmer and Val Silberberg is available 

with thanks to Rabbi Jonathan who put together the technology. 

 

Val Silberberg 
 

Book Club 
 
There have been 13 active members who meet every six weeks or so on Zoom since the 

outbreak of Covid, thanks to the help of wonderful LBC members who are more 

technologically minded than I am.  

 
We read books on Jewish themes or written by Jewish authors, and in the past year the 

books we've read are Arnold Zable's 'The Watermill', 'All That I Am' by Anna Funder, 

Shylock is My Name' by Harold Jacobson, 'Inheritance' by Dani Shapiro and 'Otherland' by 
Maria Tumarkin. Our next book to be discussed will be 'Letter to Layla' by Ramona Koval.  

 

Below is a screen shot of a Book Club Zoom session from 2020. 
 

 
 

Lilian Cohen 
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Social Action 
 

MITZVAH DAY 2020  

 
Mitzvah Day is always the third Sunday in November. It 

is a day where Jewish communities around the world 

set aside time to do something that benefits their 
communities.   

 

This year’s Mitzvah Day was a little different kind of 

event from what we have done in previous years due to 

the coronavirus pandemic, which prevented 

us from all being  together.  But that didn’t 

mean that our 2020 event was any less 
special or productive.  LBC's Mitzvah Day 

activities were held on 15 November 2020 - 

we organized a rubbish collection and food 
donation drive for asylum seekers.  A few of 

us walked the streets together but safely 

apart around the LBC in Kew to pick up 

rubbish - which included so many cans - to 
beautify the neighbourhood.  Others sent in 

pictures that showed them with their families 

collecting rubbish from streets, parks and on 
waterways!  We also held a covid-safe drop 

off to collect non-perishable for the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre (ASRC). We had 

boxes and boxes full of food and goods that we delivered to the ASRC in Footscray.   To see 
some pictures of projects done around Australia, check out Mitzvah Day Australia’s 

website: https://mitzvahday.org.au/photos-2020/ 

 

Deborah Ogawa 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mitzvahday.org.au/photos-2020/
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Library  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

website: https://ZwingerLBC.librarika.com 
 

We at the Zwinger Library continue to provide a service to our congregants in and outside 

of the community. The library holds ranges of books, from Non-fiction, Fiction, Children’s 

Fiction and has various CD’s, all of which can be borrowed. Earlier in the year, we 
managed to upload onto our new Library website Librarika over 1,400 items with more to 

come. 2020 has been a difficult year for everyone due to the Covid 19 virus so we were 

limited in what we could do at the library from February 2020. During 2020 Sue Silberberg 
gave a talk via Zoom on her book “A Networked Community: Jewish Melbourne in the 
Nineteenth Century”. This book traces those people who came from overseas and made 

a life in Melbourne.  I have since donated this book to the Library. Early in 2020 the LBC IT 
support team donated an updated computer and screen to our Library.  We thank the 

team. 

           

Thank you to all those volunteers who continue to support The Zwinger Library at LBC and 
hopefully we will be able to continue upgrading the library in 2021.   

 

Terri Nathan 
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Jewish Jam 
The aim of Jewish Jam is to provide a means by which people can come together to play, 

sing or just listen to music. No performance experience is required. Led by Susan Donath 
and Ruth Leibowitz, with help from Julie Contole, we provide the sheet music for Jewish 

liturgical, Jew-ish and secular pop songs that have a biblical theme. Held monthly on a 

Sunday, we usually attract approximately 10 people (Jewish and non-Jewish).  Sadly, in 
2020 we only had one session before the Lockdown came and then due to COVID safe 

measures, we could not meet at all during the year. However, we did email all our regular 

participants the sheet music from our collection so that they could continue to enjoy the 
music at home. 

We hope to be back in person in 2021, with masks, social distancing and hand washing to 

be a feature as well as other relevant COVID safe measures (eg playing outside, weather 
permitting).  We ask for a donation to LBC each session and this year I look forward to 
meeting new participants. 

Tanya Warms 
 

 
Walking Group 
 

This last COVID-affected year has seen the Walking Group more in abeyance than in 
action.  Nevertheless we got back into our stride in early December and continue to have 

somewhere between 6 and 10 people joining in on any given Friday.   

 
We meet at LBC at 9.15 

every Friday and explore 

the various paths 
available nearby.  

 

New members are very 

welcome.  
  

Kathy Deutsch 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Picture caption: Meeting a horse on a walk in Hays Paddock, Kew 
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Israeli Dancing   
  

Israeli Dancing at Leo Baeck centre did not run beyond March 2020 as a result of the Covid 

19 Virus. The weekly class began as usual on Tuesday mornings after the January long 
weekend.  Numbers are constant but attendance varies. We are still attracting 12 to 18 

dancers, including 4-6 non-Jews. Our teacher Ariella Donnelly continued to rearrange her 

working week to teach us. We participated in the Glenferrie Road Festival on the 1st March 
with a booth outside the Commonwealth Bank. It was a social morning, we met some old 

friends, found a local Israeli family, but attracted no new dancers. The class was 

suspended in mid-March as the Covid-19 virus spread through the community. Ariella 

prepared a number of videos for us to dance to during lockdown. The year concluded with 

no dance resumption. Emails were circulated to remain in contact. 

  

Michael Taft & Tanya Warms 
 

 

Deborah’s Well 
 
Last year brought new challenges to everyone. I am pleased Deborah’s Well adapted 

pretty well, thanks in large part to Kathy Deutsch’s quick embrace of Zoom. We had even 

larger attendance than at our meetings in person, 30-40 as opposed to 12-16 in person. We 

had two speakers from abroad, something we would not have been able to do otherwise. 

Somehow, we had quite a few speakers from the medical world, addressing mental and 

physical health, apt given the circumstances. 

 
Six of us attended a planning meeting recently, and if anything we have an over-

abundance of possibilities for the coming year. Our first speaker, Jenny Ginsberg, gave a 

fascinating talk on the Danish response to Jewish Persecution during the Nazi era. 

Upcoming speakers include Mike Zervos from Courage to Care, Rita Ehrlich on what 

cookbooks can tell us about community and Caroline Gurvitch, who is a linguist 

specializing in Aboriginal communities. 

 

We continue to do all we can to build on a sense of community, the feedback and 

continued participation suggest to me we are succeeding. 

 
Janet Bau 
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B'yachad 
 

B'yachad (meaning 'together') is a group of about a dozen singers who meet fortnightly to 

sing in Hebrew, Yiddish, Ladino and Russian.  We have always met in private homes but 
are currently using the Kiddush Hall in order to achieve the 2m social distancing that is 

recommended for singers.  We are led by a piano accordionist.   

 
While we mostly sing just for our 

own amusement, we look forward 

to getting back to our pre-COVID 

activities such as performing at 

Jewish old age homes, at the 

occasional fundraiser, and at 

Boroondara singers' events.  New 
singers are always welcome.  No 

auditions are conducted. 

 
The photo shows members of the 

group singing in LBC's courtyard 

at a time when masks had to be 

worn indoors. 

Kathy Deutsch 

 

 
 

 

Glenferrie Rd Festival 
 
LBC had a stall at the Glenferrie Rd Festival on 1st March 

2020. As well as showcasing Israeli Dancing, we held 

Purim-related activities for children such as mask- 

making and decorating, pomander making and writing 

on special paper, people’s English names in Hebrew 

which they took away with them. We had a huge 

response to the mask making/decorating. Thanks to 
Rabbi Jonathan, Lisa Sylvan, Ruth and Michael Taft and 

Sharon Marmor for helping out!  

 
Tanya Warms 
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ReJEWvenation 
 

The aim of REJEWVENATION is to build community, broadly and without borders.  We look 

to organise events that energise us in tikkun olam (improving the world) and educate us 
on different topics. In 2020, we admittedly had plans that we had to cancel due to covid-19 

restrictions – a beach clean-up and microbrewery evening, but we did manage to host a 

number of events on a variety of topics.   
 

In March, before any lockdown, we had a funny and inspiring comedy and hot topics event 

at a home in Ashburton.  It was an evening of comedy, discussion and a social catch up led 

by well known Jewish comedian Justine Sless (justinesless.blogspot.com). Justine 

entertained and challenged us with a talk “Catskills to Carlisle Street - why jokes matter in 

an increasingly complex world”.   

 
In June, we Zoomed in to “Investing Amid a Pandemic”, a virtual talk and discussion with 

Adrian Redlich, founder of Merricks Capital and responsible for its investment strategy as 

the Chief Investment Officer and director of the Group board. 
 

In September, the group hosted Paul Ronalds, Chief Executive Officer of Save the Children 

Australia.  Paul spoke to us on “Closing Schools Means Much More Than Just A Lost 

Education.” 
 

In November, we held a virtual panel discussion on “Oppressing the Stranger? A 

discussion on the current situation for asylum seekers and refugees.” Our well-informed 
panelists were Robin Rothfield (LBC member, Labor for Refugees and National 

Coordinating Committee), Sara Dale (Refugee Advice & Casework Centre) and Pauline 

Brown (Asylum Seekers Resource Centre, Macedon Ranges Rural Australians for Refugees 
and Labor for Refugees).  

 

If there are any topics or speakers that members would like to see in 2021, please contact 

one of the organisers below.  Also, feel free to join our networking Facebook page to stay 
in touch and get alerts, which we use to supplement LBC’s Profile and e-newsletters.  It 

can be accessed from this link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2582374825372983/ 

 

REJEWVENATION particularly focuses on reaching 30-50-ish year olds that feel Jewish and 

want to do something meaningful, learn alongside others and/or socialise.  Non-Jewish 

partners are also welcome. 
 

Any questions about this group can be made to organizers:  

Stephen Hacker (heevin10@gmail.com), Karen Silberberg (ayalandkaren@gmail.com), 

Matt Rose (rose.matthew@gmail.com), Anna Game-lopata (agamelopata@gmail.com) 
and Deborah Ogawa (debnaki@hotmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2582374825372983/
mailto:heevin10@gmail.com
mailto:ayalandkaren@gmail.com
mailto:rose.matthew@gmail.com
mailto:agamelopata@gmail.com
mailto:debnaki@hotmail.com
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Willsmere Station Community Garden 
  

If you would like to join the group managing our plot at Willsmere Station Community 

Garden please let the Office know and we will direct your interest.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Internal 
 

Security 
 
(Please note this refers to Physical Security of LBC rather than electronic security). 

 

With no face-to-face activities or services for most of 2020, there was no need to monitor 
LBC except by our private monitoring company ART. 

 

Sadly, in November 2020, we suffered a break-in through an office window. Luckily 

nothing was stolen, however a window was broken and other minor damage occurred. 

The police investigated and filed a report. It is possible that as few people were using the 

building that year, thieves took the opportunity to attempt a robbery. 

 
As we resume face-to-face activities and services in 2021, we will likewise reconvene the 

Security team to provide Security cover. We will also endeavour to hold a training 

refresher with CSG and aim to recruit more members. 
 

I wish to thank the following Security team members: Rob Kendall, Jack Cohen, Alan 

Harvey, David Rooseboom, Tony Kerron, Hugh Berryman-Brooke and Sue Rose. 

Tanya Warms 
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House 
 

The House Group looks after the upkeep, safety, amenity and improvement of Leo Baeck 

Centre’s buildings and grounds. Members of House Group include Regina Bron (Chair), 
Michael Fink, Paul Rosham and Martie Abrahams. Ex-officio members are Ellis Edwards, 

Tanya Warms,  Jim Beck (Convenor) and Rabbi Jonathan Keren Black. The Group did not 

meet formally during 2020 but held out-of-session discussions via zoom and email.  
 

The Chair of the House Group is accountable to the Board for oversight of the Caretaker. 

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black provides day-to-day supervision. The Caretaker is a key 

member of staff who carries out cleaning, garden maintenance and minor repairs while 

also arranging rooms and preparing food for the Centre’s busy events schedule. 

 

However 2020 was not a normal year. Covid 19 restrictions severely limited face-to-face or 
in-centre activities. The caretaker activities focused on building and garden maintenance 

until some on-site activities resumed in November 2020.  

 
Major matters dealt with through the year include the: 

1. Development of documentation for the Community Kitchen Upgrade Project, to 

upgrade the existing dated and poorly functioning kitchen facilities to a standard 

suitable for in-house catering of functions and community use. These works will lso 
include a switchboard upgrade.  

2. The application for a grant to undertake the Community Kitchen Upgrade Project 
was submitted for the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Multicultural 

Community Infrastructure Fund Grants 2020-21.  

At the time of preparing this report, the outcome of LBC’s grant application had not 
yet been announced. LBC will be notified of the success or otherwise of its 

submissions in April 2021.  

3. Further investigations and works to remedy the roof leaks over the sanctuary and 
Kiddush Hall link corridors. 

In closing I would like to thank each of the Committee members for their valued advice 

and considerable input to the maintenance and improvement of Leo Baeck’s buildings 
and grounds. Equally, I would like to express the Group continued appreciation for the 

support it receives from our Board, Caretaker and office staff. 

 
Regina Bron 
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IT & Communications 
 

In practice both the IT and the Communications groups were not only very busy through 

this challenging year, but mainly comprised Rabbi Jonathan and Mannie Gross, who 
worked very closely to establish the streaming and online presence, and to ensure the 

continuity of the communications – primarily the Profile magazines – and we 

acknowledge the work that Rabbi Jonathan put into the concept and the development 
and introduction of the ‘Rabbi’s Compendium’ and the work that went into the twice 

weekly and later weekly electronic updates sent to all congregants. 

 

At the start of the year we had to find an alternative solution to produce our graphics after 

the departure of Inna Lysy, and Rabbi Jonathan located a most talented, helpful and 

efficient online graphic artist, Jane Green, who is a delight to work with.  We are making 

substantial cost-savings in this area of our operations to contribute to the more efficient 
running of the office. 

 

We have stopped paying for maintenance on the Biz-Hub printer/photocopier which has 
been living on ‘borrowed time’ through much of the year and have reviewed the costs 

associated with production and postage, which overall are very substantially reduced 

whilst we are not paying for printing costs.  However, we have reviewed our needs and 

identified a new supplier and size and specification of machine so that we are ready to 
order a replacement when the current one stops working.  Even at that point the savings 

will continue though of course not to the same magnitude. 

 
Since IT & Communications continue to converge, it would seem wise to amalgamate 

them as one working group in the future.  

 
Rabbi Jonathan 


