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Presidential Musings

I

hope this edition of Profile
finds you and your family
in good health, well rested,
and fully vaccinated. When you
next visit be sure to obtain a
mask and pen with the message
“Leo Baeck Centre & Federation
of Ethnic Communities Council
of Australia Proudly Vaccinated Protecting our
Community”. This has been made possible by a
government grant.
As you will read in Rabbi Jonathan’s report, he
is now in the last year of his fourth contract
with LBC, having started working with us in
January 2003. We have been working together
to ensure the transition to the next phase of life
for Sue and Jonathan, when he will finish full-time
congregational work, is as smooth and harmonious
as we can make it both for them and for LBC.
Jonathan and Sue plan on staying in Australia, but
expect to be moving interstate, and we have started
preparing for life without them. After twenty years,
this will be a huge change for the congregation as
well, but the Committee of Management has already
started considering options for LBC and will be
open to ideas and opinions from the community. Of
course, we’ll have more news of farewell plans as
well as ideas for the future as the year develops.
Watch this space!
We have been awarded a grant to promote our new
kitchen to the wider community, and to train our
volunteers as to how to operate the kitchen safely.
Two festival cookery events are planned: a celebrity
chef will run a demonstration for us, and there will
be an entertainment fundraiser to complete the
kitchen renovation. Full details can be found in this
magazine.
We have welcomed Aya as our new office staff
member. This allows Julie-Anne and Aya to return to
a more Covid normal operational office. Check this
edition for our opening days and times.
Many thanks are due to Karen Silberberg, our
treasurer, who has now passed the baton on to Matt
Rose. Karen has been our treasurer since the AGM
last year. We owe her our appreciation for the many
hours spent looking after our financial matters.
Our Israel Awareness Group has just taken a big
step forward in starting a monthly film discussion
group. We are the first Australian congregation
to twin with an Israeli shul and we will very soon
become familiar with Rabbi Ayala Ronen-Samuels
and her community, Tefilat Ha’Adam, in Caesarea.
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Since last writing this column I have represented
LBC at a number of meetings. The UPJ Bicentennial
was to be held last October in Sydney. Covid pushed
it into a zoom series of meetings one evening. It is
with much pleasure that I can tell you Val Silberberg
is our latest Ner Tamid winner. She will be presented
with her certificate by the local President of the UPJ.
Val has been a volunteer at LBC for many years,
particularly preparing the member 'Profiles' after
which this magazine is named, and chairing the
Leo Baeck Arts Centre, and is a very well deserving
recipient. The JCCV has now admitted JECO and the
Jewish Climate Network as members. JECO - the
Jewish Ecological Coalition, was formed at LBC back
in 2003.
We ran Mitzvah Day again in November. Not
surprisingly there was a reduced uptake in
participation. However, litter was collected from
surrounding streets, and beautiful cards were
made. They will be sent to members who are unwell,
or who need a thank you for helping us in some way.
Our Chanukah Bar-B-Q was well attended. Chef Jon
Taft cooked for around 40 people. The activities
were run by Tommy Rosham, Maya & Gali Marek,
our hard-working Netzer leaders and Hannah
Blount, our religion school coordinator. The event
concluded with the lighting of the Chanukah
menorah at the end of the evening at 8.30.
Thanks are due to our members who assisted over
the summer slow-down. Lay service readers, table
cloth washers, zoom operators and the security
team. If you have time and the inclination to join
any of the above groups, please let us know.
Michael Taft, LBC President

r
We are looking fo
in
people interested
er
joining a volunte
!
p
kitchen grou
We would like this group to support food preparation
for sponsored kiddushim, assist with cooking at
volunteer events and work on a plan for kitchen rental.
If you are interested in any aspect of supporting our
community kitchen, please contact the office on
(03) 9819 7160 or Deborah at 0451 600 805.
Rita Erlich will lead the group.
Food safety training will be provided through a grant
awarded to LBC under the Federal Government’s
2021 Volunteer Grant program.

FROM THE RABBI
Looking back, looking forward

O

n 24th January, it was
Sue’s birthday. It was also
exactly 19 years since we
landed at Tullamarine to be met
by a smiling Jonathan Taft, with a
much-appreciated toy koala and
kangaroo for the kids. We very
nearly didn’t get into Melbourne
as they were considering closing
the airport due to heavy smoke
from the 2003 bushfires. We
were hit by a wave of heat as we
came out of the air-conditioned
airport! And two days later, for
our first service, we had to move
to the kiddush hall because it
was air-conditioned – at that
time, the shul was not – and the
cantor, Debbie Grace, said it was
too hot to sing there! Before
our arrival, the congregation
had been without a Rabbi for 4
years, being guided instead with
care and wisdom by Zvi Civins.
There were questions over the
long term viability of LBC, and
Steve Einfeld led a review called
‘Chazon’ to envision a future –
and determine that indeed it was
essential to secure the services
of a suitable candidate – and this
expenditure was supported by
then Treasurer Richard Switsky,
who, with then Presidents
Jonathan Taft followed by Philip
Casan, and the Boards of the
time and support from generous
congregants, managed to
underwrite my new contract.
Next year, in less than a year’s
time, on 25th January 2023,
my final contract at LBC will be
completed. As I will be just shy
of 65 by then, it will mark the end
of my full-time congregational
work, and if all goes according
to plan (the orthodox would say
‘b’ezrat hashem’!) I will then have
a chance to start on the many
tasks and projects stacked up
and filed away. I have talked
before of the Rabbi who, at his
retirement dinner, wraps up

Rabbinic Reflection
his speech by saying ‘and in
conclusion, I am looking forward
to finishing my book!’, to which
the President replies ‘Rabbi, I
didn’t know you were writing
one’, and the Rabbi responds
‘I’m not, I’m reading one’! But
in fact, through the 19 years I
have been at LBC, and the 20
years before that, I have been a
member of a small reading group
with only 4 other members,
one of whom has since died,
and we have been reading and
discussing several books per
year – ironically more and more
frequently since Covid, when
we have been meeting by Zoom,
since the rest of the group are
in the UK! I am most grateful
for their support and continuity
and friendship through my
entire rabbinate, and for the
stimulation and knowledge and
insights that the books, and the
discussions, have brought. So,
I have been able to read a wide
variety of books. But actually, I
have also started writing another
one – several actually – and look
forward to moving those projects
forward.
I should mention another rock
of support – my mentor Jacques
Boulet, whom I found soon
after arriving here, who has
seen me through the ups and
downs of congregational life, and
particularly through the past
four challenging years. And of
course, Sue, with Mia and Ada,
who have been there for me and
been part of the LBC journey,
even whilst also following their
own lives, work and interests
as well – not always an easy
tightrope for rabbinic families to
walk.
During the past 19 years, we
have appreciated being part of
the LBC family, and thank and
acknowledge those who have
invited us into their homes
and lives. We have celebrated

approaching
200 Beit
Mitzvah
ceremonies,
and
approaching
100 funerals,
and, in the early
years, a number
of weddings, though
these seem to have gone out
of fashion more recently! I
estimate I have helped at least
100 converts to join the Jewish
people, though perhaps only
20 or so who have joined LBC.
Even so, looking at these raw
figures, you’d deduce that we
were a growing congregation.
Sadly, that is not really the case
– we continue to be an aging
community, that celebrated its
70th anniversary a couple of
years ago, and the 50th year
of its home in East Kew last
year, and many of our stalwart
members stretch well back to
those earlier days. Many of
those 200 BMs and their family,
and even some of those who
have converted, have sadly
not remained involved, at least
at LBC, having, it seems, got
what they came along for. It
is an ongoing question for the
Management Committee and
Membership group to ask if there
is more we could do and offer to
keep their involvement and their
membership.
During the two decades, we
have remodelled the synagogue
so that we could accommodate
the congregation and hold High
Holy Day services in our own
home. We established the Leo
Baeck Arts Centre and the Room
of Prayer, and, at least until
Covid, have maintained a range
of activities including regular
art shows, and our adult study
program has continued, with a
range of activities and subjects
including interfaith meetings.
We established the annual Leo
...continued overleaf
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...continued | HELLO SEDER
Baeck Lecture and the Civic service, and the Yom Ha’Atzmaut
dinner and speaker. Our newsletter is now in full colour, and
produced in-house, and we also have our weekly, electronic
mailings to keep in touch with members, via Julie-Anne, Aya
and our friendly office. But probably the most important
and ongoing work has been the often invisible support that
I and the Care group have extended to families in need or
when sick or troubled or bereaved. Every interaction that
has helped, even a small amount, is invaluable. Our religious
school and Beit Mitzvah preparation classes have continued,
though numbers have declined gradually but consistently
as few young families move into our area. We have been
actively engaged with the Progressive Jewish community
in Melbourne, which was restructured and renamed as
‘Progressive Judaism Victoria’ at a meeting held in our LBC
kiddush hall a decade ago. But the progressive community
has faced challenges, and though we have increased our
accessibility through Zoom as a response to Covid, overall
we are seeing a reduction in our numbers across the
congregations. If there is one area of growth, it is in the
towns from Frankston down the peninsula, where prices
are a little lower, but access to ‘Jewish Melbourne’ is good,
and there are sea views! If I were to invest our asset at all,
and should have, to develop a stronger Progressive Jewish
presence, it would be either in Caulfield (where we do not
have a congregation), or down towards the Frankston area.
However, Sue and I will be going somewhere where the
winters are not so long and cold – we have found a new
home for the next phase in our lives, when, in 2023, we
plan to move to the Narara EcoVillage, an hour or so north
of Sydney in the outskirts of Gosford. It is 64 hectares
bordering the Strickland State Forest, with 120 people
currently living there, approximately doubling as the
next stage of housing is constructed in 2023. It is like
an Israeli 'moshav' (but definitely not a 'commune'!). It is
completely non-denominational, but runs on a system called
‘Sociocracy’ which is based on Quaker principles, though
it actually sounds and looks pretty similar to synagogue
management in many ways! We actually have a small UPJ
Congregation, Central Coast, based right there in Gosford
as well! There is at least one lovely AirBnB at the village,
as well as 8 newly fitted guest rooms to hire, so if anyone
fancies a relaxing visit, we’ll be delighted to welcome you for
a weekend!
So, this is going to be a busy and interesting year of
transition for my family and me and for LBC. Mia is planning
to return to work in the UK in August, Covid allowing, and
Ada will finish both undergraduate degrees this year. Sue
and I are still hoping to make our postponed extended
trip back to see my parents and our family in the UK in the
second part of the year, between BMs, and will be back in
time for High Holy Days and the conclusion of our 20 years
at LBC at Chanukah.
Let us hope and pray that 2022 will be a year of health,
strength, peace and harmony for all of us in the LBC family
and for all the world.
Rabbi Jonathan
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HELLO

seder

PESAKH is just over the
horizon, and of course
we don’t know yet what
the situation will be – and
whether we will be "wise"
– or even allowed – to sit
together at LBC to celebrate
freedom this year, though of
course we hope we can!
It was two years ago that the
Pandemic hit, and we rapidly
had to modify our plans from
the Seder to instead deliver our
‘Seder in a box’ to members.
Now we again have to consider
how best to proceed this year.

We are therefore waiting to finalise
plans and costs, but it would be
most helpful to gauge interest.
Go to

https://www.trybooking.com/
BWQAU

It would be very helpful for
you to give your details and
preferences (without any
commitment) by making a
‘BOOKING’ EITHER for
FRIDAY (15 April) 10-4pm
FOR EACH SEDER-IN-A-BOX
YOU MAY WANT DELIVERED
(approx $30-$40) OR
for SATURDAY (16 April)
6.30pm if you’d prefer SEDER
AT LBC (approx $55-$75)

CABARET AFTERNOON

Cabaret
afternoon

of Fundraising and Fun!
Get a deal, support the kitchen renovation!
Sunday 6 March, 2:00pm to 5:00pm at Leo Baeck Centre.
Entrance to the event is FREE so come and browse the silent auction goods, buy
raffle tickets (at $25 each, 5 for $100, 10 for $200), seek out the lucky dip ($10 each)
and participate in the live auction. You could win our GRAND PRIZE: a round-trip
airline ticket to anywhere in Australia from Virgin Australia!
Start bidding on auction items ahead of the event on our virtual auction site!
https://myminiauction.com/lbckitchencabaret

Auction items include holiday home rentals, a handcrafted wooden rocking horse,
paintings, photo shoots, jewellery, and sports paraphernalia, including a 2018
Commonwealth Games netball dress signed by the team, and a signed North Melbourne
2021 home guernsey, and so much more!

Other
Raffle / Lucky
Dip prizes include
vouchers for movies,
cafes, flowers, and
heaps of other
things!

There will also
be beautiful
hampers created by
LBC Groups up for
grabs.

There will be nibbles and music to
enjoy. Entertainment to be provided
by our youth, members and groups.

Raffle tickets
are available
through the
LBC Office, via
TryBooking and on
the day.

Schedule for the afternoon
• Youth performers
• Kitchen opening/Mezuzah hanging
• Free time to browse the silent auction, buy
raffle tickets, talk to Groups, some auctions

Remember to bring your credit card
to buy raffle and auction items - and
please bring some cash to tip the
entertainers on the day.

• Sit down performances (raffles, auctions in
between)
• Auctions, silent auction results
• Closing

If you’re interested in performing or have things to contribute,
please contact Deborah on debnaki@hotmail.com / 0451 600 805.

From Prayer to Action

Leo Baeck Centre
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
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ISRAEL AWARENESS FILM PROGRAM | YOU ARE INVITED

Israel Awareness film program
LBC is the first Australian synagogue to be invited to
join the new “twinning program”. Congregations in
Israel are already twinned in Canada and we at LBC
are pioneering this work in Australia. The aim is to
build a relationship between LBC and a progressive
congregation in Israel. Our twin is Tefilat Ha’Adam
in Caesarea. Their rabbi is Rabbi Ayala RonenSamuels. She is the regional Rabbi of Hof Hakarmel.
The program, called “Beit HaAm films - From
Two Sides of the Lens” begins with watching and
discussing short films reflecting various aspects of
Israeli society. Members of the two communities
will watch these films together via Zoom from their
homes and will then discuss and reflect in joint
conversations and discussions. If you are interested
in participating, please let us know. Discussions
will be held monthly on Zoom. They will run for
about an hour. Places are limited. The first monthly
screenings are 1 February and 1 March at 7.30pm.

The Israel Awareness Group aims to:
•

be a bridge between LBC and Israel.

•

cultivate connections with Israel from within the
LBC community.

•

collate and disseminate information to LBC
members on activities related to Israel.

•

host a safe and respectful place for LBC
members to learn and discuss topics related to
Israel.

The group intends to interact with different bodies
in Israel and the diaspora to raise awareness and
knowledge about Israel within the LBC community
in order to cultivate deeper understanding and
feelings of care and interest in Israel.
For further information or to join the program
contact Ayal Marek on 0430 356 677 or
ayalmarek@gmail.com

You are invited
PLEASE JOIN US WITH HONOURED GUEST, RABBI SERGIO BERGMAN,
PRESIDENT OF THE WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. HE
PLANS TO BE AT LBC ON SHABBAT ZACHOR MARCH 12.
Reserve the date and join us in person or on-line to hear an update of the
World Union's latest developments.
Born in Buenos Aires in 1962, Rabbi Bergman holds a Bachelor’s degree
in Biochemistry and Pharmaceutics from the University of Buenos Aires,
and three Masters degrees: in Education from The Hebrew University, in
Hebrew Letters from Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion,
Jerusalem, and in Jewish Studies from the Jewish Theological Seminary,
Jerusalem.
Rabbi Sergio Bergman is well-known for his innovative and inspirational
socio-educational and religious projects.
He serves as Rabbi at Templo Libertad, Argentina’s first Synagogue.
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BIBLICAL BIRTHRIGHT

BIBLICAL BIRTHRIGHT

by Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black

Esau
sells the
birthright to
Jacob, with
Rebecca
looking on,
Isaac in the
background

Isaac
blessing
Jacob
– with
Rebecca
looking
on

I like questions from congregants since I then don’t have to try to guess what might be of interest
from our rich history. So, if there’s anything that you never quite understood, please feel free to
send me a question.

S

ince most of Genesis describes the oftenconvoluted adventures and antics of the
matriarchs and patriarchs, a congregant
recently asked ‘Dear Rabbi Jonathan, can
you explain biblical birthright and how it was
implemented?’.
In the normal scheme of things, the first-born son
was the one who had to take responsibility for
looking after the mother (given that she usually
outlived the father) and the family, maintain the
family's name, reputation, flocks, wells etc. For
that responsibility, the first born was compensated
with a 'double portion', ie, if they were 2 children
(only sons, of course, except in the special case
highlighted by the daughters of Tzelophakhad where
there were only daughters), then the father's wealth
was divided into 3: the oldest son got 2 portions or
2/3, the younger only 1/3.

In the story of Jacob (parshat Tol’dot), where he
‘buys’ the birthright from his older twin Esau for a
bowl of lentil stew, it seems to be the 'recognition'
that Jacob was after, having grown up as the
younger twin, who perhaps always carried a bit
of an inferiority complex (why did Dad always
prefer Esau)? He may not have realised those
responsibilities that also came with the role.
Certainly, having tricked his father into giving him
the first-born blessing, he went off to stay with uncle
Laban, when his brother, discovering he had got the
blessing, swore to kill him. When Jacob left home,
he had 'nothing but a staff' - though he came back
over twenty years later, laden with wives and serving
maids, servants, children, flocks and herds, all
acquired after he made his quick exit from home!
But, though we don't know how rigorously the
first-born rules were applied in the surrounding

societies (if at all), in our story the first-born right
is often turned on its head. Ishmael, for example,
is Abraham's first born - but younger son Isaac is
favoured, and gets the blessing and covenant with
God (though we are told that God does reassure
Abraham that Ishmael will also become a father of
a nation – Gen 21:13 – and just like Jacob, he has 12
sons – Gen 25:13-16 - and tribes descend from him
as well - ie the Arab nations).
Jacob gets the blessing in place of Esau (but
according to the story, this, as with Isaac, is in
accordance with God's plan). And then Joseph,
second youngest of Jacob’s twelve sons, but Jacob's
favourite (because he is the first born of his beloved
Rachel) gets a double portion as well. How? Because
all the other brothers have a tribe named after
them - Judah, Levi, Simeon, Dan, Naphtali etc. But
there is no tribe of Joseph - because instead his
two sons, Menasseh and Ephraim, each get a tribe
named after them - this is known as the Joseph line
- and Menasseh and Ephraim are the two Josephite
tribes – thus the double portion. Ultimately this line
fizzles out, after the Northern kingdom is conquered
by Assyria in 722 BCE, and only the Southern
kingdom, called Judah and mainly comprising the
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, survives. Ephraim and
Menasseh disappear as two of the 'ten lost tribes'.
And Judah eventually becomes Judea and gives
its name to the ‘Judean’ people - who became the
‘Jews’!
*’Birthright’ is the name now used for a wonderful
and generous scheme to send every Jewish youngster
to have an introductory trip to Israel. Please be
wary though, as some are run by Chabad – contact
me if you have any queries.
Rabbi Jonathan
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LBC IS A VACCINATED COMMUNITY

LBC is a Vaccinated Community
Thank you to those who participated in the survey on COVID-19 vaccine status that went through 31
October 2021. The results show that LBC has a well vaccinated community, with 99% of respondents
saying that they were vaccinated or in the process of being so.

Respondents by Age Group

There were responses
from every age group,
though people over
60 years of age were
the most represented
at 64% of the 190
respondents.

1%
Unclear

2%
21-30 years

5%

64%

31-40 years

Over 60

12%
41-50 years

16%
51-60 years

Out of 190 responses.
Source: Leo Baeck Survey

Nearly all respondents, 93% (176 people) said that they are fully vaccinated. Another nine people said
that they had had one vaccine at the time of their response. All of these people said that they planned to
have their second dose. There were four people who didn't respond to the being vaccinated question, but
based on other responses, such as by providing motivations for being vaccinated, it is likely that they were
vaccinated. Only one respondent, in the 31-40 year age group, said that they were not vaccinated, due to
having concerns over safety.

Vaccination Status by Age Group

Two Doses

One Dose

None

% OF RESPONDENTS

100
80
60
40
20
0

4

21-30

10

31-40

22

41-50

30

51-60

119

Over 60

AGE GROUP (# RESPONDENTS)

Out of 185 responses. Those with at least one vaccine at time of survey; 95% had received two doses.
Source: Leo Baeck Centre Survey

LBC’s Committee of Management is supportive of the vaccines to control the spread of COVID-19. To
facilitate discussions and support for it, LBC was awarded a grant under the culturally and linguistically
diverse (CALD) COVID-19 Health Small Grants Fund organized by Federation of Ethnic Communities Councils
of Australia (FECCA) and supported by the Federal Department of Health.
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...continued | NETZER FAREWELCOME | SCAM CALLS UPDATE

In November, LBC held a panel
discussion on living with COVID-19.
Guest speakers were Vanessa
Harvey – paramedic, Suzie Riess
– paediatrician, Alexis Shub –
obstetrician, and Tanya Warms - aged
care home volunteer coordinator.

To promote our view that vaccines are our best defence to
keeping our community safe and show that Jewish people
are committed to this activity, we have masks, kippot and
pens with the logo “Proudly Vaccinated” on them freely
available at the centre.

Here is some good advice and tips for
staying safe. Useful resources include
Northern Health’s virtual emergency
department (https://www.nh.org.au/
service/emergency-department),
Nurse-On-Call (1300 60 60 24 from
anywhere in Victoria for free health
advice, 24 hours a day) and Hospital
in the Home providing admitted care
in the comfort of the patient’s home
or other suitable location (https://
www.health.vic.gov.au/patient-care/
hospital-in-the-home).

We wish for a healthy, strong, vibrant community singing, laughing, talking and praying safely together.

Netzer Farewelcome
Netzer is doing a phenomenal job for our kids through times of
online learning, lockdowns and uncertainty. On Saturday 15th
January they held their annual 'Farewelcome' in our LBC courtyard,
welcoming home those who have been on their gap years in Israel
over the past challenging year, and sending off those who are going
for the coming one. LBC has the largest synagogue contingent (and
they tell me they expect the same for next year!).

SCAM CALLS – DON’T BE TAKEN IN
Following my message in the last edition, I have again had a few calls purporting to be from the
‘AUSTRALIAN BORDER FORCE’. Of course they are not. But they start by saying ‘Action is being
taken and you must call…’ I didn’t listen to any more – I have better things to do – but it does
concern me that people will be taken in. Mind you, they use an automated, robotic, expressionless
‘human’ voice, so it is pretty obvious. As I said last time, just put the phone down and forget it!
But then they called again later – after I had written the above, so I decided
to follow through on it. The message said ‘Action is being executed in my
name. Ignoring this message is an intentional serve attempt(?). This is the
final attempt to reach you. Please press ‘1’ to speak to the operator’. So I
pressed ‘1’. ‘Australian Border Force’ was the unusually efficient (if slightly
accented) response. I said ‘Good afternoon – could you tell me your website
address please?’ And she immediately hung up! Just don’t worry about it.
And don't be taken in!
Rabbi Jonathan
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AWARDS CITATIONS
S P E C I A L F E AT U R E - CO N G R AT U L AT I O N S

Awards Citations
B’NAI B’RITH Menorah Award
presented to

Michael Taft
Community and voluntary
work have been an integral
part of Michael’s life. Nothing
is too much for him and every
endeavor Michael takes part
in, it is always with a can-do
approach and a smile on his
face.
In his many years of
involvement with the Jewish
Progressive movement through
the Leo Baeck Centre (LBC),
Michael has volunteered in
every aspect of the Centre’s
activities. He is Shammas at
each service, he knows the
whole community well and is
the ‘go to’ person for anyone
with a query.

Michael volunteers as a delegate
on the Jewish Community
Council of Victoria (JCCV) and
at the Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals
organisation. He has also spent
many years as a volunteer with
the Courage to Care program,
setting up exhibitions, assisting
the visitors and most importantly
facilitating discussions for the
many school students who are
the mainstay of the program.
Involvement in these activities
involves travelling to exhibitions
at schools that are mostly in
rural locations throughout
Victoria.

Michael and Ruth joined
B’nai B’rith Hatikvah Unit in
October1999. Michael is a Past
President, and he continues to
be part of the Executive and
Activities committees. He is the
MC at all the unit’s major events,
and he personally sees to it that
all is appropriately prepared for
their meetings held at the LBC.
Clearly Michael is a most worthy
recipient of the prestigious
Menorah Award which he so
richly deserves for his longterm and ongoing service to the
community.

Michael has been a member of
the LBC board for almost 45
years, and is currently President
for the second time. He might
even be found assisting his wife
Ruth with editing and packing
the Centre's congregational
magazine which is produced five
times a year.
As the Rabbi puts it, “He is
the pivot around which our
religious life operates – such a
complete mensch, kind, patient,
thoughtful – nothing is too
much trouble and we have often
said it is as if he lives at LBC.”
Evelyn Flitman, Michael Taft and Claude Fromm
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AWARDS CITATIONS ...continued

B’NAI B’RITH Menorah Award
presented to

Philip (Phil) Lipshut
Phil commenced his voluntary
work at age 14 years, serving on
the committee of his cricket club,
first as assistant secretary and
then as president.
As a student at Monash University,
Phil was on the committee of the
Monash Jewish Students Society
and the International Association of
Economics and Commerce Students.
When Phil’s son, Jeremy, was
diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum
Disorder at the age of 2½ years, Phil
decided that he could best support
Jeremy and the families of other
children and adults by participating
in family support organizations. He
was a committee member on the
Autism Family Support Association
for about 25 years and served three
periods as President. Phil also served
on the Executive Committee of
Autism Victoria for several years and
he was the Victorian representative
on the Autism Council of Australia.
When Phil’s son, Jeremy, and his
daughter, Hannah, were at primary
school Phil was elected as a parent
representative on the Councils of
their respective schools.

After Jeremy moved into disability accommodation about 13 years
ago, Phil joined the newly establish volunteer-led Supportive
Families and Friends Association, Eastern Metropolitan Region
Inc. (SFF), a support association for families with a family member
living in disability accommodation in the Eastern Metropolitan
Region. Phil is now in his 11th year as President. Throughout this
period SFF has gained the respect of the disability sector as they
have advocated on behalf of families and residents. Phil has been
instrumental in SFF developing strong relationships with Ministers
for Disability, Members of Parliament, senior Government officers,
Government and non-government agencies, academics, trade
unions and other advocacy agencies.
Phil is a 6th generation Australian, two of his ancestors having
arrived in Tasmania in 1841, one as a convict and the other as a
free settler. This has led him to passionately pursue his interest
in Australian Jewish history and in genealogy, and he has been on
the committees of the Australian Jewish Historical Society (VIC)
and the Australian Jewish Genealogical Society (VIC). In addition,
Phil was a blood donor for 40 years and for several years now he
has served in a voluntary capacity as secretary to a CAE book
group.
Community and voluntary work have been part of Phil’s life
for more than 55 years. He has always gone about this quietly
and modestly and has never sought recognition or acclaim. His
humility defines the type of person that he is.
Phil’s achievements and the huge contribution that he has made
to the Victorian community and to the Australian community as a
whole make him a most worthy recipient of this prestigious B’nai
B’rith Menorah Award.

Evelyn Flitman, Phil Lipshut and Suzanne Golding
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AWARDS CITATIONS ...continued

2021 UPJ Ner Tamid Award
presented to

Val Silberberg
Val Silberberg has contributed
her personal and professional
skills in a variety of settings for
LBC and the wider Jewish and
non-Jewish community over
many years.
Val’s first foray as a volunteer
at LBC was helping with the
kiddushim many years ago. Then,
when her children left home, she
offered to help out more. She
was given the job of interviewing
and then writing the profiles of
LBC members for each edition
of our magazine ‘Profile’. The
profile of members is one of the
most popular regular features
in the newsletter, as well as an
invaluable addition to the history
of the congregation. After almost
six years and dozens of Profiles,
Val still enjoys this role. She
uses her knowledge of Judaism
together with her familiarity with
the congregation, as well as her
warm manner, intelligence and
good listening skills, to conduct
the interviews.
The Leo Baeck Centre Arts Centre
(LBAC) was established in 2004
and has mounted two or three
exhibitions per year for over a
decade. Val became involved
with the organising committee,
with responsibility for both the
permanent collection and the
temporary exhibitions. As Chair
of the LBAC Group for over five
years now, Val has ensured
that LBC properly houses and
displays its own artwork and also
holds regular art exhibitions.
LBAC exhibition openings are
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very professional: they include
guest speakers who introduce
the artwork and the artist.
Being Chair of this Group is a
good fit for Val, who has been
a potter and now paints in oils
and watercolours as one of her
hobbies; in fact, she had her own
very successful exhibition at LBC
in 2018. During 2020 and 2021
when exhibitions have not been
possible, Val has introduced an
innovation: an ‘Online Residents
Art Show’ where the works of
several artists are displayed on
the LBC website.
In addition to these major
contributions, she has opened
her home to LBC members for
the annual brunches. Val has
also been part of an LBC Care
Group team who have had
regular telephone conversations
with isolated elderly members.
Furthermore, Val has been
instrumental in the development
of a discussion group for women
called ‘Deborah’s Well’, hosting
these monthly meetings in
her home and serving on the
organising committee.
A Diploma of Arts majoring in
Jewish History at Prahran College
(now Victorian College of the
Arts) led Val, together with Rena
Lopata to establish a program
of Jewish community education.
Twenty-one short courses were
conducted over three years
between 1988 and 1990. Over
300 people attended these
courses, which covered a wide
range of topics including Jewish

history, Jewish festivals and
High Holy Days, Yiddish culture,
Jewish music, Israel, and Jewish
ethics. These short courses were
a significant initiative and at
the time were also an important
forerunner to the vast array of
continuing education programs
offered today across the Jewish
community. Unfortunately, the
courses ceased after a few years
due to lack of funding.
Val has made a significant
contribution to Vision Australia
by leading a team of volunteer
readers. She chose, coordinated
and read aloud science articles
for 17 years and then spent
another 25 years as a describer
for Vision Australia clients,
describing theatre, musicals
and even guided tours, a role
she enjoyed and found very
rewarding.

MEMBER PROFILE - MARTIE ABRAHAMS

LBC MEMBER PROFILE

Martie Abrahams
About three years ago, Martie changed his surname from Toone to
Abraham in order to honour his first Jewish ancestor to arrive in
Australia. With help from his grandmother Jean and Aunt Frieda,
Martie gleaned his story and has chosen to share it with the LBC
community to help “keep the memory alive”.

L

ondon born Abraham
Abraham (1797 - 1865), a
shipping agent and son of
Meir Abraham, a paint maker,
is Martie’s great-great-great
grandfather. In 1839, together
with his wife Elizabeth Jacobs
and 8 children, they sailed to
Sydney via Hobart on his brig
‘Caroline’ before setting up home
in Melbourne. Elizabeth died
in 1850 and Abraham married
Ellen Early, daughter of Josiah
Early from London and they had
2 children. Abraham purchased
crown land and became ‘a
merchant of Lonsdale Street’.
In 1841 he bought land on the
Merri Creek in Northcote with
the intent of establishing the
first Jewish cemetery in the Port
Phillip Settlement but due to the
rocky nature of the terrain this
did not develop. Together with
his son Joseph (1822 - 1905),
they donated towards the first
synagogue appeals in both
Sydney and Melbourne. They also
established a shipping chandler
business at Williamstown, a deepwater port, with the prospect of it
becoming Melbourne’s main port,
but this was not to be. Abraham
spent his final years in a hotel in
Collingwood owned by his son
Joseph who also owned hotels in
Fitzroy and Abbotsford.
Joseph married Malwine
Nathusius/Nathan (b1824),
daughter of Marcus Nathan

who changed the surname to
Nathusius to gain citizenship
so his 2 sons could fight in the
1812 Prussian war. Malwine
came to Australia from Prussia
with her first husband in 1841.
Together with her 3 children by
her first marriage, they added
another 8 children to the family.
Their daughter, Eliza Elizabeth
(1859 - 1949), Martie’s greatgreat grandmother who was born
in Collingwood, married James
Barr and Martie recalls her as
the “Yiddishe Mamma” of the
family. Eliza was instrumental in
establishing a family business to
purchase and restore furniture
which continued into future
generations. Their daughter Jean
married Edward Toone and her
unmarried niece Frieda Lewis,
lived with Jean in East Melbourne.
Jean’s son Wallace (1923 - 1963),
Martie’s father, worked in the
family furniture business while
he trained as a radiographer
and ultimately worked for Turner
Industries where he helped build
the first automatic washing
machine. Wallace and his wife,
Mabel Lucille Chapman, had 3
children, Martie (b1946), Barbara
and Bradley. As a 17 year old,
Martie deeply felt the loss of his
father. During school holidays
spent with his grandmother
Jean, Martie was to learn about
Judaism and experience the
festivals.

Subsequent to attending the
local primary school in Ringwood
and Norwood High School,
Martie completed a 4 year
graduate diploma in Industrial
Design at Swinburne Technical
College. After 12 months at
Vulcan Industries employed
as a designer, he worked at
Printing World where he pursued
his prime interest in graphic
design. A position in the publicity
department of The Age followed
prior to a role as creative director
for the advertising agency
Sellers, Phillips, Horne and Scott
for clients such as ‘Associated
Paper Mills of Australia’ and
‘Yamaha Rose Music’, Martie
created a 2 page spread in The
Age as a centenary package for
Captain Cook. Ultimately, Martie
became art director of his own
business and continued to service
many of his previous clients.
Travel beckoned and in 1971,
Martie headed to the UK, bought
a small car and tent and together
with his then wife, Sally Miller,
travelled around Europe. In the
UK, he crossed paths with Dianne
Delahunty, a fellow student from
Swinburne where she studied
Art and they have been married
for 40 years. Back home, Martie
completed a Dip. Ed. in Special
Education. He shared his father’s
love of jazz and his meeting
with Henry Diner, a keyboardist,
led to a partnership to produce
...continued overleaf
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MEMBER PROFILE ...continued | WELCOME TO AYA | ZACHOR
Member Profile - Martie Abrahams...continued

musical events at established venues. This included the musical entertainment for the Progressive biennial
conference held at the St Kilda Novotel at which the Israeli singer Sagit Lourie performed.
Martie and Dianne’s son Reece (b1981) is a geographer and professional diver who lives in Vanuatu. Dianne’s
London born daughter Maya worked in the production side of the film industry prior to studying creative
writing at Melbourne University. She currently lectures in animation at RMIT. Her 8 year old daughter, Lyla,
particularly enjoys participating in Friday night blessings with her ‘grandfather’ Martie.
With prompting from Dianne, Martie joined the LBC in the late 90s. He has served on the Board and
Arts Group and has been actively involved in the construction of the annual Succah. Dianne has held an
exhibition of her artworks. Martie enjoys celebrating his Jewish heritage, Pesakh with a close Israeli family,
High Holy Days at the LBC and he has celebrated Purim both here and in Tel Aviv.

Welcome to Aya
We extend a very warm welcome to Aya Tamir Regev,
who has recently joined our administration team.
She is working alongside Julie-Anne in the office and
will be at LBC on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.
Some of you may remember her parents Yoram and
Eti, who were LBC members some years ago. In fact,
there is a photo of Aya, aged about eight with her
parents in the Kiddush Hall!
Please introduce yourself to her when you next visit.

Zakhor
LBC’s Memorial Wall overlooks the peaceful courtyard which
houses Kon Dimopolous’ Holocaust memorial sculpture. Both
the sculpture and the wall stand as solemn tributes to people
who remain in the hearts of members of the LBC community.
The Memorial Wall provides us with an opportunity to
dedicate plaques to the memory of loved ones. Over the
years, it has been growing steadily, but there is plenty of
room for more plaques. If you haven’t already done so, you
might like to consider dedicating a plaque as a way of sharing
memories of those dear to you with other members of our
community. The loved ones we have lost live on in so many
ways, and this is yet another tangible way to enable them to
do so.

Cost per plaque is $550.

Please contact the office if you are interested.

May the memory of your loved ones be for a blessing.
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

02 February 2022

Sh'vat • Adar I 5782

Note that all events are subject to the restrictions at the time,
and require masks and proof of vaccinations. Most are also available on-line.

Tue 1 February 2022 | 30 Sh'vat

Sat 19 February 2022 | 18 Adar I

•

•

19:30 Beit HaAm - Israel Awareness - online

10:00 Shabbat Service

Thu 3 February 2022 | 2 Adar I

Fri 25 February 2022 | 24 Adar I

•

•

20:00 B'yachad: LBC's singing group

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Fri 4 February 2022 | 3 Adar I

Sat 26 February 2022 | 25 Adar I

•

•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 5 February 2022 | 4 Adar I
•

10:00 PRIDE SHABBAT SERVICE with talk by
Jonathan Barnett

Mon 7 February 2022 | 6 Adar I
•
•

16:45 SH'MA STARTS
17:45 Sh'ma Parent/Carer Tea, Meet and Greet

Fri 11 February 2022 | 10 Adar I
•
•
•

•

10:00 Shabbat Service
12:15 After-kiddush talk with David Mushin 'If
I am only for myself - Working with the Koori
community'
13:00 Chavurah lunch

Sun 27 February 2022 | 26 Adar I
•
•

10:30 New members welcome
14:30 LBC Book Club: The Trauma Cleaner' by
Sarah Krasnostein. Book discussion and post
summer get-together.

9:15 Friday Morning walks
17:00 Intro to Judaism
18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat

Sat 12 February 2022 | 11 Adar I
•

10:00 Shabbat Service

Sun 13 February 2022 | 12 Adar I
•

16:30 Jewish Jam

Wed 16 February 2022 | 15 Adar I
•

19:30 Deborah's Well - Online with Dr Pete
Silberberg

Thu 17 February 2022 | 16 Adar I
•

20:00 B'yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 18 February 2022 | 17 Adar I
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

At LBC we recognise people of all gender and
sexual identities, firmly convinced that 'all are
created in the image of God', and aim to make
this the standard position in our society. We hold
our annual PRIDE Shabbat as a reminder, and
are delighted that Jonathan Barnett, founder of
'Gesher' will address us at this service.
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

03 March 2022

Adar I • Adar II 5782

Note that all events are subject to the restrictions at the time,
and require masks and proof of vaccinations. Most are also available on-line.

Tue 1 March 2022 | 28 Adar I

Sun 20 March 2022 | 17 Adar II

•

•

19:30 Beit HaAm - Israel Awareness - online

Thu 3 March 2022 | 30 Adar I
•

20:00 B'yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 4 March 2022 | 1 Adar II
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 5 March 2022 | 2 Adar II
•

10:00 Shabbat Service

Sun 6 March 2022 | 3 Adar II
•

14:00 Cabaret Afternoon

•

Fri 25 March 2022 | 22 Adar II
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
17:00 Intro to Judaism
18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 26 March 2022 | 23 Adar II
•

10:00 Shabbat Service

Sun 27 March 2022 | 24 Adar II
•

Fri 11 March 2022 | 8 Adar II
•
•
•

10:30 HOS: How far should we go to modernise
the Torah and prayers? (both online and inperson)
16:30 Jewish Jam

10:30 DON'T MISS THE KITCHEN EVENT.
Cooking demonstration and talk with
Rita Erlich

Wed 30 March 2022 | 27 Adar II
•

19:30 Deborah's Well

Sat 12 March 2022 | 9 Adar II
•

10:00 Shabbat Service WITH RABBI SERGIO
BERGMAN

Mon 14 March 2022 | 11 Adar II
•

17:00 NO SH'MA OR BM

Wed 16 March 2022 | 13 Adar II
•

18:30 EREV PURIM (both online and in-person)

Thu 17 March 2022 | 14 Adar II
•

20:00 B'yachad: LBC's singing group

Fri 18 March 2022 | 15 Adar II
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 19 March 2022 | 16 Adar II
•

10:00 Shabbat Service
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Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the not-for-profit,
Melbourne-based funeral service for members of
the Progressive, Conservative and the wider Jewish
community. Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam prides itself
on its caring and responsive Progressive service.
Funds generated are returned to the Jewish
community
Rhonda Nirens JP, Executive Director
and Funeral Director
rhonda@jewishfunerals.org.au
03 9883 6237 for immediate need 24/7

IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings February/March 2022
SIGNIFICANT
BIRTHDAYS

ANNIVERSARIES

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Louie Cina

Chris Kendall

Jon Taft

Joel Robinson

Moss Cass

Ian Wolters

Ravi Korotkov

Naomi Kirby

Kimberly Duband

Jordana Warmbrand

David Nathan

Sam Hambur

40th

Sharene and Sam Hambur

Mazal tov to both Rabbi Jonathan and Michael Taft, both were nominated
for a Boroondara Community Volunteer Award.
Linda Stern & Vic Ciesielski – they have become first-time grandparents.
Daughter Sara and her partner Gustavo have had a baby girl: Ana Ludmila
Ciesielski Murillo in Colombia, South America.
Stephanie Schiftan has had a daughter, Lara Symona. Mazal tov to her and
to proud grandmother Jocelyne.
David & Terri Nathan on the engagement of their son Ashley to Nicole
Sing.

MAZAL TOV

Val Silberberg and Robyn Levi as recipients of a 2021 UPJ Ner Tamid
Award.
Phil Lipshut & Michael Taft as 2021 B’nei B’rith Menorah Award winners.
More proud grandparents - Introducing Baby Emmett who was born mid
December. Mazal tov to new parents Hannah & David, grandparents Tanya
Warms and Ken Opeskin.

WELCOME TO
NEW MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS

We welcome new and returning Members and Friends:
Jonathan Barnett
Elizabeth Brooke
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Condolences
Condolences to:
• Michael Taft on the death of his aunt Anna Davis, older sister of (the late) Golda Isaac.
• Lorraine, Maurice and Julian on the death of their mother Helga Duband.
• Leonie Ariel, Herbert Grumach & Malcolm Grumach on the death of their
mother Schoshana Grumach.
• Alison and Pierre on the death of their brother-in-law and uncle,
Geoff Harcourt in Sydney.
• Susie Taft, Peter, Vivienne, Naomi & Robyn on the death of their husband
and father, Leon Taft.
• Judi and Peter Schiff on the death of their brother and brother-in-law Michael Herman,
uncle to Rabbi Dr Danny Schiff, Rabbi Karen Companez & Jacqui Saunders.

May their memory be a blessing to their family and to all who knew them.

Gratitude
GRATEFUL THANKS TO:
OUR VOLUNTEERS
Jerry Winston, Rebecca Lubansky, Susan Donath, Ailsa Jean, Akihiro Ogawa, Alan Feldman, Albert
Isaacs, Barry Aarons, Barry Novy, Caroline Oblak, David Filcoff, Deborah Ogawa, Fay Kaufman, Gary
Adler, George Deutsch, Henry Okraglik, Hugh Berryman Brook, Janet Wolf Bau, Jen Glaser, Joel
Cohen, Jon Taft, Julie Contole, Karen Silberberg, Karl Charikar, Kathy Deutsch, Lilian Cohen, Lisa
Sylvan, Matthew Rose, Michael Fink, Michael Polack, Michael Taft, Paul Rosham, Pierre Harcourt,
Gillian Lubansky, Rena Lopata, Rita Erlich, Rob Kendall, Ruth Leibowitz, Ruth Taft, Sharene Hambur,
Stephen Hacker, Sue Aarons, Susan Cohen, Tanya Warms, Terri Nathan, Tom Beer, Tony Kerron,
Val Silberberg, Vicki Brous, Victoria Gurvich, Greg Segal, David Nathan, Ayal Marek, Maya Marek,
Helen Wolfram, Jack Cohen, Jacob Bau, Cheryl Soafkin, Ron Exiner, Alan Harvey, Sue Rose, David
Rooseboom, Katherine Filcoff, Gillian Lubansky, Helen Wolfram.

OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 1 OCTOBER 2021 TO 16 DECEMBER 2021)
Atlas, Batya & Hannan, Tom

Gottlieb-Drucker, Mathel

Schiff, Peter & Judi

Brous, David

Harcourt, Alison

Scott, Sally

Cohen, Charles & Josephine

Kaufman, Fay

Selby, Helen

Cohen, Susan

Kipen, Aviva

Shiff, Geoffrey & Shirley

Bliss, Philip

Klepner, Beverly

Epstein, Joseph & Jan

Menke, Felix

Gottfried, Oskar

Mushin, David & Barbara
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LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

Zwinger Library Report
https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com
Welcome everyone to 2022.
Since my last report I attended “Valuing
Cultural Diversity In our Libraries – A
Discussion panel held by the Boroondara
Library Service”.
To mark Social Inclusion Week, the City of
Boroondara hosted a panel discussion at the
Greythorn Library and Community Centre on
the importance of representation of cultural
and religious diversity in libraries.
The panel was led by award winning author
Leanne Hall who talked about her experiences
as a writer from a migrant background and
invited contributions from Daizy Maan,
founder of the South Asian Centre and the
South Asian Women’s book club, Sherene
Hassan, Director Education at the Australian
Islamic Museum and myself to give an insight
into what our libraries consist of.
Boroondara library staff (Lei Zhu and Sam
Iyer) discussed the important role that
libraries play in increasing inclusion and
social cohesion by reflecting its diverse
community through life-long learning.
Our Zwinger library website is now available
from the Leo Baeck Centre’s website with
updated information about our library.

Letters should be sent
to ‘office@lbc.org.au
and marked ‘Letter to
the Editor’

With the lifting of restrictions. we are now starting to
go back into the library and have the opportunity to use
our new computer, desk etc. Gillian Lubansky and Helen
Wolfram have also come back as volunteers to help me
in the library. The new books purchased with the grant
are on the display table in the foyer and are available
for borrowing. If anyone has any books that they think
would be of value to our library, please feel free to leave
me a note and I will follow it up. Or if you are clearing
out Jewish themed books you may want to donate them
instead of throwing them away.
Until next time, enjoy reading,
Terri Nathan (Zwinger Library Convenor).

Editors’ note
Please note that the deadline for the next issue of
Profile April/May edition will be Tuesday 8th March

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft and formatted by Jane Green from EverlastingMagicDesign.
Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of the
President/s or Committee of Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. Advertisements
will be accepted; contact the office for details.
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication No PP 325 999 10035

LBC CONTACT DETAILS: Email office@lbc.org.au Phone 9819 7160
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