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Presidential Musings

H

ow

pleasant it is
to have Covid
restrictions
lifting around
us.
It allows us to cautiously begin
socialising and returning to life as
we remember it. Some of us still,
however, choose to wear masks
and not go to crowded places.
I hope all who attended the
Cabaret had a wonderful time
and the lucky raffle winners all
went home with a smile. The
grand prize of a return flight on
Virgin Australia was won by Ruth
Gross of our sister congregation
Kedem. Later in this edition
all those who made an item
contribution to the afternoon’s
success are listed. The silent
auction attracted much interest.
There were some great things
to buy. Sporting fans had a
bonanza.
At the Shabbat service on May
21st, there will be a formal
thank you for the efforts of
the entertainers to raise much
needed funds for LBC. A big
thank you to the Fundraising
group for their organisation
of the day. We were well fed,
entertained, and many of us went
home with unexpected gifts. We
owe so much thanks to Deborah
and her Fundraising committee
for the success on the day. The
new marquees obtained from the
kitchen grant were in use for the
first time.
We ran a new members’ morning
tea for the first time in two years.
It was so nice to be able to meet
and greet new members in the
courtyard with morning tea. I do
hope that they all feel welcome
as they start to participate in the
life of our community.
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We welcomed the President of
the World Union, Rabbi Sergio
Bergman, to our Shabbat
morning service. It was a
great honour to have Rabbi
Bergman as our guest. He was in
Melbourne to fundraise for the
UIA Progressive Appeal. I hope
everyone has an opportunity to
show support to this appeal.
We have just had the joy of
celebrating Purim. There is
something at this time that
reminds us of the age old saying,
"They tried to kill us, we won,
let’s eat”. Yes, it’s simplistic but
the underlying message is: “Be
vigilant if you don’t know your
opponent and you neglect your
responsibilities you might find
yourself painted into a corner!”
So, getting back to Purim, how
clever it is to see many masked
dress ups. This just adds a bit
more intrigue about who am I
talking to?
There were other great events
– our first chavurah lunch, with
lunch, and Rita Erlich talking to
us about our favourite subject –
food – for the Passover holiday,
that is just around the corner.
Congratulations to our member
Dr Tom Beer AO who was named
in the Australia Day honours
since our last Profile magazine.
Tom has been recognised for his
many years of working on the
science of climate.
While congratulating people,
Margaret Taft is to be
congratulated on another book
"Leo and Mina Fink: For The
Greater Good". It has just been
launched at Monash University,
Caulfield Campus.
I’m very pleased to announce
that LBC has been given a grant
to install solar panels on our roof.
The grant from the Community
Climate Change and Energy
Action Program & Recycling
Victoria Communities Fund is a

dollar for dollar grant. LBC will
need to raise approximately
$7,000 and you'll be offered the
chance to sponsor a panel. The
reward for LBC is that the cost of
the panels will be recouped over
a period of around three years.
We expect that our power bills in
the future will be negligible.
We celebrated Pride Shabbat
with Jonathan Barnett as the
speaker for the morning. Rabbi
Jonathan led a service with some
appropriate readings that were
appreciated by the community.
He also made a rainbow challah
as he has done for a number
of years, a gesture much
appreciated.
The monthly film program with
our twin congregation in Israel
has had two interesting meetings
and is attracting interest and
much discussion.
On another note, it was sad
to learn that Dr Moss Cass, a
member for some years, has died.
Rabbi Jonathan led the funeral at
the cemetery and the minyan at
LBC was attended by 60 people.
There may be members who
may not know that Moss was a
Federal Minister in the second
Whitlam Government. He was
the member for the Melbourne
seat of Maribyrnong from 1969
to 1983, and was appointed
Minister for the Environment
and Conservation when Gough
Whitlam won government in
1972.
I’d like to thank the many people
who offered me condolence
on the unexpected death of
my sister. It has been a great
comfort to have so many people
send messages of consolation to
our family.
Let’s look forward to another
busy couple of months ahead! We
hope everyone will stay well and
keep connected.
Michael Taft, LBC President

FROM THE RABBI
‘Welcome the stranger – for
you know the heart of the
stranger’.

A

s I write this there are
already estimated to be
two million refugees who
have been forced from their
homes and their lands by the
autocratic leader of Russia,
Vladimir Putin.
As we approach the festival
of Pesakh and we read this
special edition on Refugees and
Asylum Seekers, what better
time to reflect on the crucial
importance of freedom, and the
ease with which we can take
it for granted until suddenly
it is removed. Putin, it turns
out, is a modern day Pharaoh,
intent on showing his power
and authority, never mind the
cost to his direct victims, in this
case the Ukrainians (but in our
case the Israelites). Similarly as
well, Russia and the powerless
Russian population are counting
the cost of the damage being
imposed on them, just as in
our Exodus story, the innocent
Egyptians suffered from the ten
plagues, whilst Pharaoh selfishly
and unfeelingly pursued his
personal goal and vendetta, even
at great cost to his own people
and his own position.
We see the parallels all
too clearly. But as well as
appreciating our own freedom
and safety, what else can we
do? Well, we can share more.
We can urge the government to
give Ukrainian refugees help and
at least temporary hospitality
within our shores. We can extend
our hand, and our food and
our shelter, to help these poor,
hungry people, without homes,
jobs, money, who just a month
ago were living and working in
humming cities in a democratic
modern world.

Rabbinic Reflection
At the same time, we have
seen the horrific flooding in
Queensland and New South
Wales. Thousands of Australians
have been thrown from their
homes and their work, refugees
in other towns, cities and states,
sofa-hopping with family or
stuck in hostels, and it will
take years for some of them to
recover and rebuild their lives.
Some were still recovering
from the previous flooding just
a year ago. Climate change is
unstoppable. Of course Australia
has always been known as the
land of ‘droughts and flooding
rains’, but no-one would
intentionally build homes where
they knew they’d be inundated.
Flood levels have been up to
TWO METERS higher than ever
before recorded in some places.
Petrol stations submerged
to their roofs. Suddenly the
Government is playing catch-up
and advertising all it is doing to
mitigate our emissions. Yeah,
right! As Michael wrote, last
month our beloved member
Dr Moss Cass died. Moss was
Australia’s first environment
Minister, under Gough Whitlam.
Although he played a crucial
role in ‘the greening of the
Labor party’, he was profoundly
worried and frustrated by the
fact that even now, 50 years
later, it was not taking the
challenges sufficiently seriously
either.
But, however bad it is for
Australians, we are a rich
country and will compensate,
relocate, resettle and support
our flood victims. Many of them
will be able to claim insurance.
We’ll spend vast sums of money
on dams and new diversions to
try to prevent future events.
Around the world, most are far
less lucky, but even within the
‘lucky country’, in the Torres
Strait Islands, airstrips are now

underwater at
high tide. You
can be sure
they weren’t
built like
that. Land
is becoming
infertile because
of salinity.
And out of sight Australians will
not get the headlines, will not be
as visible as those in Queensland
and New South Wales!
Whether it is caused by war
or by flood or by drought
or desperation, the refugee
numbers around the world are
growing daily, and have been
for 20 years. Back in 2020, well
before the Ukrainian crisis, the
UNHCR calculated that 82.4
million people worldwide were
forcibly displaced. Meanwhile the
numbers we have been accepting
in Australia have gone down and
down.
Welcoming the stranger is
undoubtedly a core principle
of Judaism. Abraham does it
when he runs (or hobbles, as he
has just circumcised himself!)
to greet the three people he
sees approaching his tent (who
turn out to be messengers from
God). We are instructed no less
than 36 times to welcome the
stranger, for we were strangers,
for we know the heart of the
stranger, what it is to be exiled
and displaced. We re-enact the
oppression every year at the
Seder – eyes streaming from the
bitter herbs and the salt water
reminding us of the tears of
hard labour and estrangement,
throats burning from the dry
desert dust, before we are finally
able to escape from the land
which was home for so many
generations. Time and again we
have been exiled, and rarely has
there been a warm welcome,
a kind word, except from our
...continued overleaf
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...continued | ZOOM ON | VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING
fellow Jews – and not even then, on occasion! But how many
people have said to me recently ‘my grandparents fled from
the Ukraine a century ago’? We, better than most, know the
pain, the hardship, the loss, the dislocation. We should be
out there, arguing for higher numbers and greater assistance
from Government – and opening our own doors and hearts to
that universal experience of being a refugee that resonates in
our history and our hearts. There are many with good reason
to seek refuge, or asylum. This is a matter of honour and of
justice, of basic humanity. We must help them.
Chag Sameiakh – have a happy Pesakh
Rabbi Jonathan

PRIDE SHABBAT

ZOOM ON
We have become very proficient at making our services,
minyanim and other events available on line, which was
not only convenient when there were lockdowns or
limitations on coming in person, but also mean those
who have difficulty getting out, or simply live too far
away, can participate.
However, as those who use it know, our current system
is not always entirely reliable, and it is also a bit
complicated and therefore limits the number of people
who feel confident in operating it.
We now have a cost for a more professional and reliable
but easier to use system. But we need $5000 to
implement it. If anyone can help with some or all (can
be tax deductible), or indeed with joining our tech team,
please let the office know. Many thanks. Rabbi Jonathan

The Ark on Pride Shabbat,
February 2022

Voluntary Assisted Dying
In 2018 I was involved in supporting the campaign for
voluntary assisted dying for those who are in the final
stages of terminal illness - because I believe it will be a
blessing for many. In 2019 a law was adopted in Victoria,
and this has allowed hundreds of people to be able to die
when they are ready, with their loved ones around them.
However, as you’d expect, there are various limitations, the
main one being that you have normally been determined
to have only six months or less still to live. It turns out
though that hospital staff may not be informing patients of their options, and they are missing out on this
opportunity which they would have taken or considered, had they known, so I want to make sure you and
your loved ones don’t miss the opportunity by oversight.
There are several steps a person needs to take to access voluntary assisted dying. This process makes sure
only people who meet the requirements can access it. The first step is to ask for information – so do ask your
doctor for more details if you think this might be of interest to you.
Rabbi Jonathan
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SPECIAL FEATURE - CABARET AFTERNOON GRATEFUL THANKS

special feature

Grateful thanks…

t
e
r
a
b
Ca ernoon
aft

We thank the following for donating items to our Cabaret event. Their
donations gave us things to bid on in our silent and live auctions,
find in the lucky dip and win in our raffles! We couldn't have done it
without you! Thank you!
Please support the businesses that supported our fundraiser

Ayal & Karen
Silberberg

Restore
Physiotherapy, Kew

Stephen Hacker &
Kirsty Baird

Tom Putt Galllery
(Mornington)

Ruth Leibowitz

Tilnak Fine Art
Photography
(Abbotsford)

Michael & Chrys
Polack

Netzer
Virgin Australia
Sunshine Coast
Lightning
St Kilda FC
Collingwood FC

Star Pharmacy, Kew

Carlton FC

Super Nails (Kew
East)

George and Kathy
Deutsch

Bean Thief café (Kew
East)

Fidelio Quartet

Netball Australia

Lemongrass
Chickens (N. Balwyn)

Argies Australia

Ron & Virginia
Steiner

Lido Cinemas
(Hawthorn)

Janet Wolf

Dis N’Dat (Kew East)

LBAC

Roxanne Fashions

Exquisine / David &
Matthew Rose

Balwyn Dog
Grooming

Anonymous
Frets 'N' Notes, Kew

Jack & Lilian Cohen
Amy Cohen
Nadine Cohen &
Julie-Anne Lilienthal
Netball Victoria

Zelman Symphony

Debbie Clarke &
Craig Goldblatt
Walter & Jen Glasser,
in honour of Cherie
Lisa Sylvan
Rabbi Jonathan
Escape Hatch Books
Native Bloom Florist,
East Kew
The Cleaning Shop,
High St. Kew
Marsha Merory

Vicki Grosser

Renaissance
Supermarkets

Julie Contole & Colin
Riess

Tony & Dorothy
Kerron

Le Specs and Bill
Cutler Optometrists

Leo Baeck Centre
groups

OfficeWorks

Küche café

Anita L. Boutique

Toscano’s

Museums Victoria

Flowerworks Florist

Judith and Ben
Gurvich
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SPECIAL FEATURE - THE WORDS YOU CHOOSE | CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

special feature

Be careful of the words
you choose…be careful
of the effect they have:
Wise words from Annetta Able, a refugee in Europe
after the liberation of Auschwitz.
Annetta, together with her twin sister, Stephanie
Heller, were “Mengele twins” and suffered horribly
during their incarceration in the camp.
Annetta, at age 98, courageously wrote these words to
Whoopi Goldberg after the actor declared recently that
the Holocaust was not about race.
“…The Holocaust was about the Nazi policy to rid the
world of Jews in the cruelest possible way. The Jewish
race…”

Annetta and Stephanie were both long-time
members of LBC – many of you will remember
them.

Call for volunteers
There are many little jobs that need taking
care of at LBC. Some are regular and
others just occur from time to time. If you
have some time available, please make
contact. We will do our best to offer you a
task that suits your interests. Some of our
recent needs include:
Table cloths

Need washing after a kiddush or a function.

Silverware

Kiddush cups, scroll's breast plates, bells & yad need cleaning at Pesakh
and Rosh Hashanah.

Food collection

Donations of non-perishables need delivery to the Asylum Seekers
Resource Centre.

Garden beds

Weeding, trimming, feeding, pruning, working with caretaker Richard.

Handy skills

There are often many small jobs that need repair.

Zoom operator

Each Shabbat there is a person sitting in shul driving the PC that runs our
Zoom shul. Training only takes half an hour. An interest in film production,
audio mixing or plain old technology would make it easier for you!
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PLEASE HELP UKRAINIANS | ROBIN ROTHFIELD

PLEASE HELP UKRAINIANS IN MELBOURNE
With war in Europe and particularly a crisis in
Ukraine for refugees fleeing the country, I am
writing to you as colleagues in interfaith and
multicultural communities.
I am particularly writing on behalf of an organisation
called Souper Kitchen, which regularly provides food
and assistance to those from a Former Soviet Union
background living in Melbourne.
Souper Kitchen is working with government and
other institutions to assist those in need, but is
especially working to assist with re-settling a
number of people from Ukraine to Australia. As
such, if you have any connections or can assist
with things like visas, temporary accommodation,
lobbying government to get Medicare and other
benefits, or have an ability to assist with permits or
refugee status, please contact the coordinator at:
sarah@souper.org.au

They have also set up a Go Fund Me page to
assist. Please donate at this urgent time and as
we approach Pesakh:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/helpingukrainian-refugees-to-get-to-australia
May we all see an end to this crisis very soon.
Chag Sameiakh
Alex Kats
Chair, Council of Christians and Jews
Member, Southern Metro Regional Advisory
Committee, VMC
Member, Port Phillip Multi-faith Network
Ph: 0414 765613

ARTICLE

Robin Rothfield writes
According to Amnesty
International, in 2019
the countries from
where the largest
number of refugees
fled were Syria (6.7m),
Venezuela (4m),
Afghanistan (2.6m),
South Sudan (2.2m),
Myanmar (1.1m).
Historically there
have been millions
more refugees e.g.
from Europe after the
Holocaust, the Congo,
Somalia, Rwanda,
Algeria.
And, of course, now
there are millions of
people fleeing the
Ukraine.
We must also not forget
those who have fled
their countries and
come to our shores.

ROBIN ROTHFIELD WRITES:
On 12 December 2014 Rabbi Jonathan
Keren-Black and I met with our local
MP Josh Frydenberg. Rabbi Jonathan
handed Mr Frydenberg a letter quoting
from his maiden speech to Parliament
in which Mr Frydenberg referred to
his many relatives who perished in the
Shoah.

2016, 2017 and 2018 but still with no
response.

The letter also made reference to
Jewish Aid Australia (now known as
Stand Up) which produced a short
video in which viewers are asked what
they would do in circumstances faced
by people in countries where there is
armed conflict or persecution.

Yet there is no evidence that Mr
Frydenberg, being such a central part
of the government, has done anything
to bring about the release from
detention of the refugees holed up in
the Park Hotel, Carlton, in MITA (the
immigration detention centre located in
Broadmeadows) or in other detention
centres. And remember that these
refugees have done nothing wrong;
it is not illegal for people escaping
persecution to apply for asylum.

We urged Mr Frydenberg to watch this
video and then respond as to what he
would do.
We did not receive any response to
this letter so we followed up by annual
reminders in December of 2015,

Josh Frydenberg should be well aware
of the injunction which occurs 36
times in the Torah: 'Do not oppress
the stranger, for you yourselves were
strangers in the Land of Egypt'.

Robin Rothfield
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NEW MEMBERS' MORNING TEA | RUN HENRY RUN

NEW MEMBERS’
MORNING TEA

article

“Run Henry Run”
A HUNGER STRIKE AT A SPANISH CONCENTRATION CAMP, THE STORY OF A REFUGEE AND
THE CONNECTION TO LBC.
I learnt the horrific story of the hunger
strike at the Miranda de Ebro concentration
camp from my friend Henry Barclay, whose
autobiography “Run Henry Run” tells of
a refugee from Poland, who finally made
good in Australia.
Henry was born in Lvov, Poland. Because of
increasing anti-semitism there, he left his
family in the mid-1930s and went to study
in Paris. His parents were subsequently
shot by the Nazis. Fearing the Vichy
government’s increasing anti-semitism, he
crossed the Pyrenees on foot into Spain.
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There he asked a Catholic priest for help only to be
denounced and sent to the Miranda de Ebro concentration
camp, which had been built to house opponents of the
Franco regime.
In 1943 a hunger strike against the conditions in the camp
was staged by the internees. The international Red Cross
became aware of the strike and Winston Churchill offered
those able to escape settlement in Britain. Henry was able
to take up Churchill’s offer and he went to live in Scotland.
After the war, Henry and his wife and son emigrated to
Melbourne, where he was a member of LBC for a time.
Albert Isaacs

NEW BOOK

ARTICLE

New Book by Margaret Taft
During the darkest days of the Holocaust, Europe’s Jews
faced annihilation. In faraway Melbourne, immigrants
Leo and Mina Fink rallied to rescue the survivors. It was
a massive task. Undaunted, they battled bureaucrats,
public opinion and at times the Minister for Immigration,
Arthur Calwell. Marshalling the might of local and
international agencies, they spearheaded the urgent relief
and resettlement of thousands of displaced Holocaust
survivors desperate to leave a shattered Europe, a
graveyard continent of dust and ashes. By 1954, 17,000
survivors called Australia home.
Following the chaos of war, Leo and Mina remained at
the forefront of community life. They initiated expansive
welfare programs while personally helping countless
individuals. Mina’s devotion to a group of war orphans
known as the ‘Buchenwald boys’ was testament to her
relentless efforts, along with Leo’s, to improve the lives of
others.
But survival of the Jewish world remained paramount.
Leo pioneered the first Australian business venture in
Israel, in a bid to underpin the young nation’s fragile
economy. Mina’s global outreach and humanitarian vision
transformed the National Council of Jewish Women into
a proactive force with a clear feminist agenda. When
Holocaust denial launched its assault on historical truth
and memory, Mina championed the establishment of
Melbourne’s Holocaust Museum, pushing its mandate
beyond remembrance to education, to combat all forms of
racism.
Leo and Mina Fink’s remarkable story is skilfully told
through the turbulent, rapidly shifting times in which they
lived. This is a compelling account of how and why two
individuals set out to change the world for the greater
good.

‘An inspiring biography of a remarkable
couple who dedicated their lives to
restoring the forsaken and broken.’
Arnold Zable

Dr Margaret Taft is a research associate at the Australian Centre for Jewish
Civilisation at Monash University. For the past 12 years her research has
focused on the reconstruction of Jewish immigrant life in pre-war and postwar 20th-century Australia. Her particular interest lies with the Yiddish
speakers from Eastern Europe whose personal agency, leadership and
cultural identity transformed what had been a predominantly Anglo Jewish
community.
Margaret is an experienced author, teacher, lecturer and public speaker.
Her publications include From Victim to Survivor: The Emergence and
Development of the Holocaust Witness 1941–1949 and A Second Chance: The
Making of Yiddish Melbourne, which was shortlisted for the 2019 Victorian
Community History Awards. The daughter of Holocaust survivors, her early years were spent in the
culturally rich post-war immigrant community of Northcote. Margaret is of course married to Dr Jonathan
Taft and a long standing member of LBC.
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SPECIAL FEATURE - FROM JANET BAU

Katherine Filcoff’s Bat Mitzvah
– photos courtesy of PY-PHOTO

special feature

From Janet Bau
Mitzvah: 1. A good deed. 2. A duty, obligation, or
commandment.
The most familiar usage of the word may be in the
term Bar Mitzvah, a coming-of-age ceremony for
13-year-old boys (Bat Mitzvah for girls).
Tzedakah: charitable giving.
Cherub: Biblically, a guarding angel, and colloquially
a person, especially a child, with a sweet innocent
angelic appearance.

At Benny’s Bar Mitzvah today,
He showed that he knows how to pray.
His voice cracked a bit
Because puberty’s hit,
And that’s when he muttered, “Oy vey.”
The cherub, a biblical guard,
In Renaissance art frequently starred.
A scarier aura
He had in the Torah—
But he's now on a Valentine’s card!
I’m giving tzedakah, it’s true;
I know it’s the right thing to do.
I always feel pleased
When lives I have eased;
And what's more, it’s deductible, too!
It followed the act of creation,
When God took a one-day vacation!
The Sabbath’s unique,
That one day of each week
When we rest in Divine emulation.
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WHAT'S ON - NOTIFICATION OF AGM

what's on

Notification of Annual General Meeting
The annual general meeting (AGM)
for the Leo Baeck Centre for
Progressive Judaism will be held on
Sunday, 1 May, 2022, from 2:30pm
at LBC. Members may attend and
be heard in person as well as via
ZOOM. The link will be distributed
via eProfile in the weeks ahead of
the meeting.

All material for the Annual General
Meeting will be available on the Leo
Baeck Centre website

https://lbc.org.au/
The ordinary business of the annual
general meeting is as follows—
a) to confirm the minutes of the previous
annual general meeting
b) to receive and consider—
i)

the 2021 annual report on the
activities of the Association, and

ii) the 2021 financial statements of
the Association;
c) to determine the amounts of the annual
subscription and joining fee
d) to elect the members of the Committee
of Management
e) to appoint the Honorary Auditor(s) and
Solicitor(s) of the Association
f)

The annual general meeting may also
conduct any other business of which
notice has been given in accordance
with the Rules of the Association.

Nominations for the Committee:
Should you wish to nominate yourself or another for
LBC's Committee of Management, please download a
nomination form from the LBC website or request one
from the office (office@lbc.org.au).
Completed forms must be lodged with the Honorary
Secretary seven days prior to the Annual General
Meeting which is by 2:30 pm Sunday 24th April 2021,
via the Leo Baeck Centre Office, PO Box 430, Kew East,
3102 or office@lbc.org.au. Note that the office is not
attended after 2:00 pm on Fridays until the following
Tuesday.

Assigning a Proxy
If you cannot attend the Annual General Meeting,
please consider assigning a proxy to represent you.
The form of Appointment of Proxy can be downloaded
from the LBC website (https://lbc.org.au/) and is
available via the office. The proxy form should be
received by the Honorary Secretary via office@
lbc.org.au three days prior to the Annual General
Meeting which is by 2:30pm on Thursday, 28 April, or
given to the Chairperson of the AGM before or at the
commencement of the AGM.
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LBC COMMITTEES - GROUP DESCRIPTIONS

LBC Group Descriptions
Ritual - Michael Taft - The

Ritual Committee meets 4 times
each year, or occasionally more
often if there is a pressing matter.
It determines, with the rabbi’s
guidance, issues that relate to
religious observance. It reviews
services at High Holy Days and
discusses and plans upcoming
festival observances.

Membership - Jon Taft - Our
members are the lifeblood of LBC.
The Membership Group's role is
to encourage and welcome new
members and maintain existing
membership. We may advise
the Committee of Management
on membership issues. We
support the LBC Community's
family functions, especially at
the festivals. We run outreach
functions for non-members,
such as "Pop-Up Shabbat" in the
northern suburbs. The Group
hosts regular new member
welcome functions.
Youth Education - Karl
Charikar – The Youth and

Education Committee is the
connection between parents of
children enrolled in the Sh'ma
and Beit Mitzvah program and
the wider LBC community. We
support the educators who take
the classes and support the
development of the curriculum
and events on Chaggim, such as
the annual Chanukah BBQ.

Care - Alan Feldman - The

group provides friendly visiting
and/or phone calls to keep in
touch with our community’s frail,
socially isolated, bereaved and
seriously ill members and their
families. Rena, with her extensive
health care experience, assesses
client needs and recommends
the group’s response. We
also send out cards covering
bereavement, ‘get well’ and other
circumstances. When required,
our volunteers and extended

volunteer group also provides
assistance at minyanim. When
permitted, we usually run a few
events during the year which
can be informational talks and
afternoon teas. The group
meets bi-monthly to review the
Care process, its effectiveness,
issues affecting our community
and members to be contacted
to see if they or their families
need assistance. Referrals are
received via the LBC office, the
Rabbi and some self-referrals. If
the assistance required is outside
of the Care Group’s skills other
professional alternatives are
sought.

House of Study - Susan

Security - Tanya Warms - You

may not realise it but a Security
team member is often the first
person who greets you when
you arrive at LBC. The Security
volunteers are responsible for
the physical safety and security
of LBC members and buildings. A
Security team member is onsite
keeping an eye on potential
intruders whenever there are
activities at LBC. We are trained
by CSG and if you join us, you
can be on the roster on days and
times that suit you! It is a great
way to meet the community while
serving an essential role (and
you often get free entry to the
activities you are guarding).

Cohen - The House of Study
Group has a longstanding role of
organising events and activities to
promote and stimulate knowledge
and understanding of issues of
interest to LBC members and the
wider Progressive community.
From programs of study, talks,
panels, and discussions, to talks
over meals, and LBCinema, topics
range from religious observance
and Torah, to a wide range of
interests, including our place in
and interactions with both the
Jewish and wider communities,
such as interfaith, environmental
concerns, and Aboriginal culture.
HoS holds an annual Leo Baeck
lecture, annual Shavuot tikkun,
and many other recurring events,
and welcomes suggestions and
participation for future topics,
speakers and events.

IT - Paul Rosham – The IT
group is the advisory group
for connectivity, hardware and
software at LBC.

House - Michael Fink – The

Deborah's Well - Janet Wolf

house group is concerned with
the buildings and landscape of
LBC. Our most recent project has
included managing the renovation
of the kitchen and works to
the garden. We would love to
continue to improve the physical
environment of LBC to support
the social and spiritual activities
that happen within.

Library - Terri Nathan - Our

focus is on acquiring and holding
books that have relevance to
Judaism, especially our own
Progressive stream. We are a
dedicated team of volunteers
who are providing a collection
of books, both non-fiction and
fiction as well as children’s books.
Information can be searched on
our on-line site, and members of
the congregation and the public
are invited to borrow from our
library. We have a display of some
of our books located near the
entrance to the Synagogue and
the main bulk of our books are in
the kitchenette meeting area.

Bau - Deborah’s Well brings

together the women of the Leo
Baeck Centre. We meet every
6 weeks or so to build and
foster friendships amongst the
women of our congregation. We
aim to strengthen our sense of
community, our place in the wider
Jewish world and our bond with
Israel. Through Deborah’s Well we
...continued overleaf
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aim to further our commitment
to the ideals of Progressive
Judaism, even if our backgrounds
reflect a wide range of levels of
religious observance. We hope to
develop programs that educate
us, develop leadership skills and
encourage us into social action.

Communications - Caroline

Oblak - The communication
group assists LBC and its groups
with communicating their
messages, events, values and
needs within LBC and the wider
community.

ReJewvenation - Stephen

Hacker - REJEWVENATION is

a group reflecting on how we
can better engage with Jewish
professionals in our Jewish and
wider Melbourne community. Our
aim is to create opportunities
to meet, network, and build
community through our shared
interest in Progressive Judaism,
both as Jews and non-Jewish
supporters. We want to come
together to generate positive
energy that we can use to make a
difference in our environment.

LBAC - Val Silberberg – The Leo
Baeck Arts Centre represents a
significant step in realising the
goals of the LBC to both link
with the broader community
and become a centre of Jewish
cultural activities in Melbourne.
In particular, the Arts Group
promotes the opportunity for LBC
members to share their creative

talents with both the LBC and
wider community.

klezmer, liturgical or Jewish
themed.

Israeli Dance - Michael Taft -

Come and have fun: no-one is
listening to your mistakes!!

The Israeli Dance group met on
Tuesday mornings at 9.30 – 11.30
am pre Covid. Since the onset of
Covid there have been no classes.
There have been a few emails to
socially update members on class
resumption. The plan is to review
what the Government Covid
restrictions are at Pesakh/Easter
with a view to resuming.

B'yachad - Kathy Deutsch -

(‘Together’) is a small friendly
choir made up people who love to
sing. The emphasis is on having
fun while learning to sing new
songs and old favourites in simple
harmonies and arrangements.
Mostly we sing in Hebrew, Yiddish
or Ladino, which is an enjoyable
challenge. The choir meets
from 8.00 - 9.30pm on first and
third Thursdays of the month
during state school terms. We
occasionally perform at aged care
facilities or community events.

Jewish Jam - Tanya Warms

The monthly Jewish jamming
sessions aim to give members
an opportunity to listen to
Jewish music, sing and/or play
an instrument together! There is
no performance pressure as we
produce music for pure enjoyment
whilst raising a few dollars for
LBC. We provide the song sheets
to modern classics that are either
from a Jewish composer, Yiddish,

BYO voice or instrument or use
our percussion instruments.

Fundraising - Deborah Ogawa
The Leo Baeck Fundraising Group
is focused on raising money to
enrich LBC's broad programming
agendas and support the future
of our centre. We have three main
areas of focus – grants, events
and outreach.
Walking - Kathy Deutsch The Friday Walking Group goes
for an hour’s walk every Friday
morning. There are a number
of very pleasant routes through
parks local to LBC. The emphasis
is on chatting rather than speed
walking but one does need a
reasonable level of fitness in
order to keep up. Hays Paddock
is probably the most picturesque
of the parks we visit but there are
plenty of other choices too.
Israel Awareness - Ayal
Marek - The group seeks to

interact with different bodies
in Israel and outside of Israel
as speakers and sources
of information to raise the
awareness and knowledge about
Israel within the LBC community.
The group hopes that through
its activities LBC members can
cultivate deeper feelings of care
and connection with Israel.

mazaltov tom beer
for being awarded an AO in the
recent Australia Day honours
Officer (AO) in the General Division
of the Order of Australia

Dr Tom Beer, Kew 3101
For distinguised service to science, particularly environmental risk,
climate processes and suatinability, through research organisations.
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LBC MEMBER PROFILE

Peggy Bethune
Fact can be stranger than fiction! When Peggy shared her story with
me, she spoke of being sponsored to come to Australia with her
parents from Vienna in 1939 by the Melbourne Kaye family, originally
Kornblums. They are the maternal family of my late husband Frank!

P

eggy’s mother Margaret
and her brother were born
in Vienna. For a wedding
present, her parents gave
Margaret (Housler) and Fred
Behalf a house in Dornback, a
middle class Viennese suburb.
Peggy, known then as Gertraut,
lived there till the age of 13
when Hitler came to power. Fred,
together with his 3 sisters and
younger brother grew up in a
village in Czechoslovakia and
he moved to Vienna to study
engineering. However, his main
interest in management led to a
role as manager in a cardboard
factory which made boxes and
decorations.
Peggy attended primary school
in Vienna and recalls growing
up in a household with 2
country maids and many pets,
but no religious observance.
Margaret cared for her mother
while Margaret’s father had a
prestigious role as head of the
main West Railway Station in
Vienna. From a window sill in
the station, Peggy witnessed
Hitler’s arrival into Vienna
in 1939. This event saw Fred
taken to a holding station in
Austria, Margaret was made to
clean toilets and Peggy could
no longer attend high school.
Although the wife of a family
who lived on the ground floor of
Peggy’s home was a member of

the Nazi party, she refused to
relinquish Margaret and Peggy.
Many years later Peggy visited
this lady in Vienna who was no
longer a Nazi member but had
lost both her husband and son in
the war.
Miraculously, Margaret retrieved
the address of a cousin who, as a
16 year old, had emigrated to the
UK. When he received the letter
telling of the family situation,
he organised a permit for the
family to join him in London and
an Australian sponsor to validate
and pay for the permit to settle
in Melbourne. Together with 300
pounds and a few belongings,
Margaret, Fred and Gertraut
reached safety in London and
Gertraut changed her name to
Peggy. Three months later began
the protracted 3rd class sea
voyage on the Duchess of Atholl
from Liverpool via Montreal to
Sydney and train to Melbourne
where they initially resided in a
boarding house in Albert Park.
With Fred working in a factory
and Margaret in a nursing role,
the family moved to a flat in
Armadale. As enemy aliens,
the family were required to
regularly report to the local
police, who Peggy recalls being
very polite, and she being a
child was excused from this
duty. Peggy enjoyed her year at

Armadale primary school where
she topped the class in English,
prior to senior school at the
Swinburne Technical College. On
completion of year 11 and with
an interest in fashion, Peggy
studied cutting and designing
clothes at the Emily McPherson
College. During the war years
she earned pocket money selling
handkerchiefs at the city Foy and
Gibson store.
In 1947, 21 year old Peggy
married George Swinbourne,
a 23 year old engineer who
came here from Vienna before
WW2 and worked in his parents’
factory which manufactured
plastics. Two daughters, Susan
and Peta, joined the family and
were educated at Lauriston Girls
School. 16 year old Susan spent
time on an Israeli kibbutz before
studying languages at Monash
University and a drama course
in London. She subsequently
ran a drama course in Sydney
and has 2 sons, Danny, a pianist
who works in IT and James, a
lawyer who together with his
fiancé have joined the Bentleigh
Progressive Shul. Peta became
a primary school teacher who
taught at Surrey Hills State
School. She has 2 children,
Naomi who studied arts and
worked for the NGV prior to
starting her own family, and
Gabriel, a photographer who
...continued overleaf
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LBC MEMBER PROFILE
...continued
now lives with his partner in Bairnsdale and
creates cycle trails while building an eco
friendly house.
With her children settled in school, Peggy
completed a 4 year diploma in ceramics,
sculpture and painting at the RMIT which
led to a role teaching ceramics at a school
in Brighton. Subsequent to the end of the
first marriage, Peggy was married to the
psychiatrist Harry Bethune for 28 years
and for 9 years taught ceramics at the
Malvern Clinic. Together they built a home
in Camberwell to include rooms for Harry to
conduct his private practice on retirement
from the Albert Park Clinic. Taking a new
direction, Peggy studied family therapy which
led to a role in Catholic Care.
Although culturally Jewish, the family never
observed any religious Judaism. When living
in Toorak Rd., Peggy met a Jewish family who
became close friends and sparked her interest
in Judaism. Later, in Camberwell, Peggy was
introduced to Dorothea Boas and a friendship
developed. When Bernie requested Peggy
make a donation to the LBC, she decided to
pay a membership instead, attended services
with Dorothea, particularly in the alternative
Boas services and continues to maintain her
membership at the LBC.

Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the not-for-profit,
Melbourne-based funeral service for members of
the Progressive, Conservative and the wider Jewish
community. Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam prides itself
on its caring and responsive Progressive service.
Funds generated are returned to the Jewish community
Rhonda Nirens JP, Executive Director
and Funeral Director
rhonda@jewishfunerals.org.au
03 9883 6237 for immediate need 24/7

Val Silberberg

Welcome to Aya
Our new office worker is Aya Tamir Regev. She is 24, and became a
part of the LBC community at the age of 7, when her parents, Eti and
Yoram, moved to East Kew. Then meeting on Sunday mornings, the
kids’ program at LBC became a central pillar of Judaism in her life,
establishing relationships with young Jewish kids for the first time
outside of her family. There she discovered Netzer, which instilled
a love of youth movements that lasts until the present. She credits
LBC as her first link to Jewish identity, and her first step on the path
to Jewish community. Today, she has a Bachelor of Science, and is
studying a higher degree in Secondary Teaching. She looks forward
to being able to teach STEM, and strengthening her connection to
Judaism and youth empowerment. Aya is happy to give back to the
community that facilitated her first step into her now strong Jewish
identity. We are delighted that Aya has also agreed to be involved in
our Sh’ma program.
Her office hours are Monday 1:30-4:30, and Tuesday & Friday 10-2

Come say hi when you can!
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WIDER COMMUNITY - MAZON AUS PESAKH FOOD DRIVE

PESAK H FOOD DRI VE
Is Kitniyot Kosher for Pesakh?
That's less important... it feeds the hungry
The debate over whether or not to eat kitniyot (rice, corn, soybeans, peas,
lentils and legumes) during Pesakh has been waged for centuries.
No matter which side of the debate you sit on, we can all agree that kitniyot
are essential for the diets of those who are hungry.
Our Pesakh Food Drive allows us to act upon the command to
“let all who are hungry come and eat”.
Between Purim and Pesakh, please bring cans or bags of kitniyot
together with details of the contents.
If you would prefer, you can donate on the Mazon Australia website

https://www.mazonaustralia.org

and we will do the shopping for you.
All monetary donations over $2 are tax deductible.

16 Profile | April - May 2022

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

04 April 2022 Adar II • Nisan 5782
Note that all events are subject to the restrictions at the time, masks and social distancing
are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

Fri 1 April 2022 | 29 Adar II

Sat 16 April 2022 | 15 Nisan

•

•
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 2 April 2022 | 1 Nisan
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Sun 3 April 2022 | 2 Nisan
•
•

13:00 Meet the Candidates – Dr Peter Lynch at
LBC
17:00 LBC’s new BM Netzer group (LGBTQIA+
and what progressive Judaism has to say)

Tue 5 April 2022 | 4 Nisan
•

19:30 Beit HaAm - Israel Awareness (online)

Thu 7 April 2022 | 6 Nisan
•

20:00 B’yachad singing group

Fri 8 April 2022 | 7 Nisan
•
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
17:00 Intro to Judaism class (online & inperson)
18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat

Sat 9 April 2022 | 8 Nisan
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Sun 10 April 2022 | 9 Nisan
•
•

10:30 LBC Book Club: Kings of Shanghai
13:00 Meet the Candidates – Dr Monique Ryan
at LBC

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 PESAKH SERVICE (online & in-person)
19:00 Community Seder (2nd night) at LBC

Mon 18 April 2022 | 17 Nisan
•

17:00 NO SH'MA OR BM

Thu 21 April 2022 | 20 Nisan
•

20:00 B’yachad singing group

Fri 22 April 2022 | 21 Nisan
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
10:15 LAST DAY PESAKH SERVICE

Sat 23 April 2022 | 22 Nisan
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Sun 24 April 2022 | 23 Nisan
•

13:00 Meet the Candidates – Josh Frydenberg
at NBUC

Mon 25 April 2022 | 24 Nisan
•

17:00 NO SH’MA OR BM

Fri 29 April 2022 | 28 Nisan
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
18:00 Pancake & Pizza Maimuna

Sat 30 April 2022 | 29 Nisan
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Fri 15 April 2022 | 14 Nisan
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
18:00 Seder night (1st Night)
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

05 May 2022 Nisan • Iyar • Sivan 5782
Note that all events are subject to the restrictions at the time, masks and social distancing
are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

Sun 1 May 2022 | 30 Nisan

Fri 20 May 2022 | 19 Iyar

•

•

•
•

14:30 LBC Annual General Meeting (online &
in-person)
16:00 Hos: Showing of the MTC production of
BERLIN (online & in-person)
17:00 LBC’s new BM Netzer group (Shoah
– how the Holocaust affects following
generations)

Thu 5 May 2022 | 4 Iyar
•

20:00 B’yachad singing group

Fri 6 May 2022 | 5 Iyar
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 7 May 2022 | 6 Iyar
•
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)
19:00 Yom Ha'Atzamaut Indian Dinner and
speaker (online & in-person)

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 21 May 2022 | 20 Iyar
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 VOLUNTEER SHABBAT SERVICE (online
& in-person) with special thanks to those
who contributed to the Cabaret fund-raiser

Fri 27 May 2022 | 26 Iyar
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks

Sat 28 May 2022 | 27 Iyar
•
•
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 RECONCILIATION WEEK SHABBAT
(online & in-person)
12:15 Reconciliation reflections and Chavurah
lunch (online & in-person)
19:30 Driftwood – the Musical – Theatre trip
(Chapel off Chapel Theatre)

Tue 10 May 2022 | 9 Iyar
•

19:30 Beit HaAm - Israel Awareness (online)

Fri 13 May 2022 | 12 Iyar
•
•
•

9:15 Friday Morning walks
17:00 Intro to Judaism class (online & inperson)
17:30 Sprout Kabbalat Shabbat

Sat 14 May 2022 | 13 Iyar
•
•

9:00 Weekly Torah study (in-person only)
10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online &
in-person)

Wed 18 May 2022 | 17 Iyar
•

19:30 Deborah's Well

Thu 19 May 2022 | 18 Iyar
•

20:00 B’yachad singing group

put the

Environment
first

From Prayer
to Action
Leo Baeck Centre
for progressive Judaism

LBC is going gas-free and solar-powered
Low energy lighting
Large water tanks
Cycle racks
Electric car charge point
Community vegetable gardening

VOTE TO PUT THE FUTURE FIRST
See

LBC.ORG.AU
for more details
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings April/May 2022

SIGNIFICANT
BIRTHDAYS

APRIL

MAY

Alex Lopata

Siana Einfeld

Gena Lida Riess

Ruth Berkowitz

Sharene Hambur

Shirley Polack

Avi Waksberg

Cynthia Heider

Alana Doe

Judi Schiff

Margaret Masur

Daniel Jackson

Janet Bau

Marsha Merory
Helen Messer
Jonathan Barnett

ANNIVERSARIES

40th Anniversary
Stephen & Karen Kaye

To Tom Beer receiving an Order of Australia for distinguished service
to science, particularly environmental risk, climate processes and
sustainability, through research organisations.
A belated Mazal tov to Geoffrey and Shirley Shiff on the birth of their first
grandchild Max Harry Shiff in New York in November 2020, to their son
Julian and daughter-in-law Jess.

MAZAL TOV

Mazal tov to Margie Taft on the publication of her new book “Leo and Mina
Fink : For the Greater Good”.

We welcome new and returning Members and Friends:

WELCOME TO
NEW MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS

Alex & Janine Felson and family
Julian & Jennifer Duband and family
Stan Gorr
Zac Ashkanasy & Rebecca Haddow and family
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Condolences
Condolences to:
• Michael and Ruth Taft on the death of their sister and sister-in-law, Michelle Bishop.
• Jenny and Alan Harvey on the death of Jenny’s brother, Dennis Joachim.
• Friend of LBC, Kent Zoo died in hospital in December 2021.
• Shirley Cass, and surviving children Naomi with Kevin and Dan with Annabel,
father of Deborah (dec) with Gerry and grandchildren Hannah, Rosa, Esther,
Ruby, Theo and Louis on the death of her husband, their father, father-in-law
and grandfather, Dr Moses (Moss) Cass.
• Daughters Brenda and Nicky on the death of their father, Oskar Gottfried.

May their memory be a blessing to their families and to all who knew them.

Gratitude
GRATEFUL THANKS TO:
OUR VOLUNTEERS
Jerry Winston, Rebecca Lubansky, Susan Donath, Ailsa Jean, Akihiro Ogawa, Alan Feldman, Albert
Isaacs, Barry Aarons, Barry Novy, Caroline Oblak, David Filcoff, Deborah Ogawa, Fay Kaufman, Gary
Adler, George Deutsch, Henry Okraglik, Hugh Berryman Brook, Janet Wolf Bau, Jen Glaser, Joel
Cohen, Jon Taft, Julie Contole, Karen Silberberg, Karl Charikar, Kathy Deutsch, Lilian Cohen, Lisa
Sylvan, Matthew Rose, Michael Fink, Michael Polack, Michael Taft, Paul Rosham, Pierre Harcourt;
Gillian Lubansky, Rena Lopata, Rita Erlich, Rob Kendall, Ruth Leibowitz, Ruth Taft, Sharene Hambur,
Stephen Hacker, Sue Aarons, Susan Cohen, Tanya Warms, Terri Nathan, Tom Beer, Tony Kerron,
Val Silberberg, Vicki Brous, Victoria Gurvich, Greg Segal, David Nathan, Ayal Marek, Maya Marek,
Helen Wolfram, Jack Cohen, Jacob Bau, Cheryl Soafkin, Ron Exiner, Alan Harvey, Sue Rose, David
Rooseboom, Alan Jacobs, Yaron Shamir, Jonathan Barnett, Dara Peskin.

OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 17 DECEMBER 2021 TO 28 FEBRUARY 2022)
We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.
Annette McCleery, Tahli Bernard & Josh Bornstein, Paul & Jennifer Grinwald, Alexander & Rena Lopata, Shirley
Polack, Rita Erlich, Anthony & Dorothy Kerron, Leon Bloom, Joel Cohen and Evelyne Perks, Ian Kennedy and
Sandra Hacker, Paula Messer, Philip & Andrea Bliss, Leah Mow-Yoffee, Peter & Judi Schiff, Felix Menke, Peter
Silberberg.

DONORS (MATERIAL GOODS)
Philip and Marilyn Mandie, Evelyn Perks and Joel Cohen.

20 Profile | April - May 2022

LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

Zwinger Library Report
https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com

Welcome everyone. We are now back in the library sorting out
items for the shelves.
We have a variety of new books that have arrived, and some are on
our display table in the Synagogue foyer.
Now that more people can attend services at the Synagogue this
is now an opportunity for you to come into the library and have a
browse and borrow books and DVDs.
We have noticed that a few books have been borrowed. We also
have a box of “free to a good home” items, so have a browse to
see if any interest you.
We are enjoying our new office equipment, so OHS suitable now
and neat and tidy.
If anyone is having a clearing out of books at home and think they
may be suitable for the library, you are welcome to leave them at
the Synagogue for us to go through. If you can’t bring them in, we
can possibly pick them up for you, provided it’s not too far away.
We prefer books that have a Jewish theme or a Jewish author.
Happy reading
Terri Nathan (Zwinger Library Convenor).

Correction

We apologise to Suzanne Goldin, who was pictured in the previous edition (p.11)
with Phil Lipshut – we inadvertently printed her surname as Golding.

Letters should be sent
to office@lbc.org.au
and marked
'Letter to the Editor'

Editors’ note
Please note that the deadline for the June/July/
August edition will be Tuesday 10th May

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft and formatted by Jane Green from EverlastingMagicDesign.
Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of the
President/s or Committee of Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. Advertisements
will be accepted; contact the office for details.
Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication No PP 325 999 10035

LBC CONTACT DETAILS: Email office@lbc.org.au Phone 9819 7160
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