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Our 

community 
is gearing up 
for the Yamim 

Nora’im. 
At the time of 

publication, we are planning to 
run the service in the sanctuary 
as we did before the pandemic. 
However, it may look and feel 
different as we will space out 
chairs and try to use more of our 
overall space to accommodate 
as many people as safely as 
possible. We are mindful that we 
may have to change plans when 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
arrive. Please keep an eye on 
any emails as that will be how we 
communicate any major changes.  
As usual, there will be a Zoom 
option available. Your Committee 
of Management look forward to 
greeting you as you arrive for 
services over this period. 

Rabbi Jonathan’s 20 years of 
contribution to Progressive 
Judaism, interfaith relations, 
service and community-building 
will be celebrated on Shabbat 
morning October 22nd with 
a catered kiddush. Please do 
join us on the day. There will 
be several occasions when the 
community can participate 
in personally thanking Rabbi 
Jonathan and his family. Full 
details can be found in this 
edition including how you 
might go about contributing 
to a gift that will be presented 
at the farewell function on 19 
December, the first night of 
Chanukkah.

Since I last wrote this column 
much has occurred in our 
community. 

Our member Philip Brass was 
awarded AO in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours in June.  Netzer 
Shaliach Sefi Shalam told us 

that the winter camp held in 
Gippsland was probably the best 
camp he has ever been to. It was 
good that no Covid cases were 
reported. A reflection of the 
precautions that were set up. 

As you are aware Rabbi Jonathan 
and Sue have spent some time 
on Long Service Leave during 
the June, July and August period. 
Rabbi Jonathan returns to work 
later this month when we begin a 
run of B’tei Mitzvah celebrations. 
During Rabbi Jonathan’s absence 
our Shabbat services ran with 
lay leaders.  Cantor Dana has 
conducted her first service as a 
cantor, service leader and Torah 
reader. We thank her and all of 
our wonderful lay leaders.  If you 
have an interest in leading all or 
in part, acting as a shamas or 
reading Torah, please do let us 
know.    

Professor Marko Pavlyshyn spoke 
to us about Ukraine after the 
service on Shabbat 25th June. A 
donation to the Ukraine appeal 
was made to mark this occasion. 

We have noted the deaths of 
Professor Joseph Epstein AM and 
Shirley Cass. Members will recall 
that Shirley created an exhibition 
for us just as Covid struck. 

The last of the Israel Australia 
group films was screened. The 
series of meetings was deemed 
a success. It has ceased for the 
moment as the time difference 
makes it very difficult for the two 
communities to meet. The plan 
is to look for another convenient 
schedule for both communities so 
that the program can continue.  

The Solar Panel discussion was 
held with an enthusiastic group 
on site and on Zoom. Donations 
of solar panels are coming in. We 
are just under two panels worth 
(one @$575) away from our goal 
of $7,475 to cover our cost of the 
new panels. If you are interested 

in ‘purchasing’ a solar panel for 
LBC or donating towards them, 
please contact the office.  We 
are grateful to those who have 
donated and look forward to 
being more sustainable and 
reduce our energy costs.

The kitchen management group 
met to discuss several matters 
relating to the provision of 
kiddushim and external hire. 
We have actively restarted 
sponsored kiddushim.  If you 
have an occasion that you want 
to mark, please consider this as 
an opportunity.  

I’m delighted to say that the 
new Torah Tots group started 
by Tanya Warms had a strong 
beginning. There were 4 mums 
and 5 kids for a half hour of play 
and lighting candles and getting 
acquainted with blessings for 
candles, wine and challah. The 
group agreed to meet on the first 
Friday in the month at 4pm for 
half an hour till the year end.

A redevelopment group has 
started considering whether 
there is an opportunity to better 
use our assets.  When there are 
some plausible ideas, we will be 
sure to let the community have 
their say about them.  

While Rabbi Jonathan has been 
on leave the students in the b’tei 
mitzvah classes were being led 
by Karl Charikar, Rhondda Hall, 
Abby Goldstein and Thomas 
Blake Charikar. The Sh'ma 
classes were run by Aya Tamir 
Regev and Gali Marek. Many 
thanks to all for their help. It is so 
much appreciated.

I wish everyone a sweet and 
happy New Year in health and 
happiness. May the year 5783 
bring all of us a good year as we 
travel life without a rabbi. 

Le Shanah Tova U’metukah.

Presidential Musings

Michael Taft, LBC President

ur
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Transition Times

We should all have had 
shares in Zoom over the 
past few years - it has, 

in many cases, been a lifesaver.  
There must be few of us, at least 
in our privileged and so-called 
'developed' parts of the world, 
who have not used it or one of its 
several alternatives numerous 
times over the past two years, 
to break the isolation. The 
verb 'to Zoom' has become an 
essential part of the new Covid 
vocabulary, just as 'to Google' 
has of the internet age, used 
generically, like 'hoovering', 
whether or not the Hoover 
company still exists - as a point 
of information, it does, but 
is now owned by the Chinese 
multinational home appliances 
company Haier!  

Not only can we 'Zoom' the 
doctor, as I did the other day, 
having my consultation very 
punctually and efficiently whilst 
sitting in the car in a petrol 
station, but we have become 
adept at holding meetings, talks 
and of course religious services 
by Zoom as well, all from the 
warmth or cool comfort and 
safety of our own home (or 
vehicle!). 

Some will still say that they 
'hate Zoom', and whilst it is 
great to be able to get back to 
'real' face to face and in-person 
encounters - and services - the 
reality is that it is but a 'sign of 
the times', and, as I say, not only 
a really useful tool but indeed, 
oftentimes, a lifesaver in one 
way or another!  Those who 
have not yet been able to 'Zoom' 
confidently are indeed losing 
out as we transition to what was 
originally called the 'post-Covid' 
world, but what we are starting 
to understand we will probably 
now be calling CE - the Covid 
Era, for many years to come, as 
BCE - Before the Covid Era.   

Whilst we used to see our 
friends and family overseas 
infrequently - sometimes only 
every few years, on trips that 
were both expensive in money 
and to the environment, and 
can also be fatiguing, with 
occasional emails in between, 
one of the opportunities that 
this technology has brought us 
is much more regular meetings.  
Although our big 2020 trip to 
the UK was postponed to 2021, 
then to 2022 and now, hopefully 
we'll finally get back in March 
2023, we have been able to 
'see' friends and family for a 
coffee and catch-up once every 
month or two.  Indeed, with my 
parents in their 92nd year, the 
two-weekly family Zoom has 
been a blessing - although the 
free Zoom limit of 40 minutes is 
probably equally welcome!  My 
brother Simon recently pointed 
out that all of us on the call, and 
more or less managing Zoom, 
were at least 56 years old, and 
the idea of my youngest brother 
David already being 56 gave me 
quite a jolt.  He used to be 30, 
which I think is about where I 
had unconsciously been placing 
him as an adult with a wife and 
two daughters!  And if he is 56, 
that must make me approaching 
65, which I suppose I used to 
think was old, but still cannot 
deny is probably closer to the 
end of my life than the beginning! 

Anyway, at the end of June, 
my brother Simon, suffering 
from a nasty Covid cough, was 
nevertheless able to join us on 
Zoom from his isolation in Milton 
Keynes (that is not a general 
comment on Milton Keynes, 
of course!).  And, though as 
far as I know there have been 
no known cases reported of 
Covid transmission by close 
association through Zoom, 
a week later, having avoided 
Covid for over 2 years, and 
taking all the precautions like 
triple vaccinations, 'religious' 

mask wearing 
(usually with 
the LBC 
'Proudly 
Vaccinated' 
though 
non-N95 
masks!), regular 
hand washing and 
studiously avoiding hand-
shaking, public transport, and 
pushing buttons at crossings, I 
tested positive anyway!  

My Covid week was pretty 
mild - actually the worst was 
the wave of exhaustion just 
the one day before the positive 
RAT test, when I was taking 
micro-sleeps wherever I could, 
even going down a shopping 
centre travelator!  But then the 
cough started, and moved into 
a persistent, chesty, wheezy 
coughing (but mainly when I 
speak!) for which I have been on 
a steroid inhaler for a week and 
have now been prescribed an 
intensive, 3 day, 3 tablet course 
of something even stronger, 
as well as cough mixtures and 
pretty continuous sucking of 
lollies and lozenges.  And of 
course I am aware that I am 
lucky, both to have rapid access 
to excellent medical support 
(even in petrol stations!), and to 
avoid hospital and ventilators 
and even worse.  With something 
around forty people per day 
currently dying of Covid in 
Victoria alone, it certainly 
focuses the mind and should 
make us realise how lucky we 
are - as well as how vulnerable 
and mortal.  Just because you 
no longer have to wear a mask 
does not mean you shouldn't (I 
firmly believe that the collective 
wisdom whose ultimate source 
is the 'spirit of the universe' is 
telling us we should!).

It has all made me realise that 
we are in 'Transition Times'.  This 
is currently all the more obvious 
for Sue and I as we are now 

Rabbinic ReflectionFROM THE RABBI

...continued overleaf
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...continued

truly 'empty-nesters' and rattling 
around (and heating) a house that 
is way too big for us (but the 'lap 
of Australia' in a caravan that we 
are planning for the second half of 
next year will no doubt sometimes 
bring back memories of all that 
space!).  Ada is concluding 
undergraduate studies at Monash 
and living in Clayton, and Mia has 
just moved back to live in London 
where she'll be teaching, and, 
hopefully, acting as well. We are 
coming to the end of our twenty 
years at LBC, and facing the 
transition, if not to 'retirement' 
(I'm not ready for that yet!), then 
at least to a new life in a new 
place and community, and to the 
end of over forty years of 'full-
time paid employment'.

My bout of Covid has neatly 
coincided with the two months of 
long-service leave I had to take, 
and, whilst I am still coughing 
and on leave as I write this (!!), 
hopefully the medications will 
have worked and I'll be able to 
deliver my last LBC High Holy 
Day sermons without too much 
coughing and difficulty.  I should 
note how much I appreciated 
receiving a card, designed, and 
quite possibly even printed and 
folded, by me, from the Care 
Group!

So this year of 5782 is drawing 
rapidly to a close as Rosh 
Hashanah and the new year of 
5783 approaches.  We will start 
it with a completely different 
government in Australia - one 
whose first act was to recognise 
and commit to a voice for the 
First Nations people of the lands 
which we now share and dominate 
and call Australia. We'll be facing 
Victorian elections soon as well, 
and I want to record how grateful 
I am to Dan Andrews for steering 
Victoria through these difficult 
times - personally reporting in 
detail and trying to reassure us, 
day after day as the epidemic 
unfolded - and meanwhile 
continuing to remove Melbourne's 
bane of level crossings as well!

We have seen records smashed 
with 41 degree plus temperatures 
and fires in the UK and across 
Europe and the US, and terrible 
and tragic 'once in a hundred 
year' floods (I find it quite 
impossible to imagine the 
amount of water that appeared 
in 'biblical proportions' to cause 
this flooding) for the fourth time 
in quick succession in Queensland 
and New South Wales (as well as 
repeated and long cold winters 
here in Melbourne). The climate 
crisis is finally being widely, 
though belatedly, acknowledged 
as the existential threat to the 
world which some of us have been 
warning about for a generation.  

The naive or intentionally 
blinkered sceptics have lost, 
though may yet bring about a 
worldwide resurgence in costly, 
dangerous and vulnerable nuclear 
power - whilst we still have no 
way of safely and permanently 
disposing of nuclear waste.  Their 
obfuscation, misinformation and 
lobbying has meant that we are 
way behind where we should have 
been on renewables, storage and 
a resilient grid, and following the 
Ukraine/Russia/Putin situation, 
there has had to be a significant 
return to dirty coal and a 
consequent increase in emissions, 
which is what many of them were 
after and paid to achieve, but we 
must hope and pray - and work - 
to ensure that it is only temporary 
(for the sake of the climate as well 
as for Ukrainians and Russians 
and all our futures).

The growing threat of China also 
seems very concerning both for 
Australia and the world - and, 
apropos of that, enabled the 
previous government to push 
us into nuclear submarines and 
commitments without public 
debate, despite the strong anti-
nuclear position that we have 
held in large part thanks to the 
dedicated and wise efforts of the 
first Australian Minister for the 
Environment, Dr Moss Cass, who 
I was saddened but honoured to 

bury during the year, and then to 
speak at his memorial gathering 
some months later.  We all have 
an obligation to pursue his clear 
passion for a safer country and 
world, for ourselves and the 
generations we will never know.  I 
should also mention Shirley, who 
also died a few months later, and 
who, though with less of a public 
profile, was clearly very much a 
guide and driver of his passion for 
justice in so many ways.

Finally, of course, as it is a 
transition time for our family, so 
it is also for the LBC family and 
community.  It is not yet clear 
who will be the new spiritual guide 
for the congregation - or when 
- and though my final service 'in 
service' will be on December 24th, 
I will be returning early in 2023 
to lead several more Shabbat 
and B'tei Mitzvah services.  But I 
believe that, after a difficult five 
years, the congregation is in good 
hands and can look forward to a 
strong and healthy future, though 
I hope you appoint a suitable new 
Rabbi in less time than the four 
years it took to bring me across!

The High Holy Day period is a 
time of marking, of passage and 
of transition each year - but it 
feels all the more so, for all the 
reasons above, as we approach 
5783, and so I do hope you'll join 
us, either in-person or online, and 
take the opportunity to reflect, to 
adjust course or chart an entirely 
new direction for yourselves in 
the new year which is soon to 
be upon us, with its hopes and 
opportunities, as well as its 
obstacles and challenges. 

Sue joins me in wishing every one 
of you and every member of our 
community a year of good health, 
satisfaction and success as we 
enter this powerful transition time 
of the New Year of 5783.

L'shanah tovah oo'm'tooka - a 
good and sweet new year to you 
all.

Rabbi Jonathan
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While we cannot yet say that Covid is a thing of the 
past, the efforts of our Progressive congregations 
across Australia, New Zealand and Asia to meet 
the challenges posed have been nothing short of 
inspirational.  

We are inspired by the enormous dedication and 
creativity exhibited by UPJ congregations and 
organisations in establishing a myriad of virtual 
services, classes and resources, bringing about 
even greater than normal participation, and also the 
resilience of our communities to work towards even 
higher levels of engagement for so many seeking 
ways to learn and pray.

We are grateful for the continued cooperation and 
collaboration on UPJ initiatives, such as Relational 
Judaism, the Resource Sharing Network and our 
recently launched Governance Course, and we are 
proud that we have continued to come together to 
strengthen our communities and work together.

In keeping with the tradition of the High Holy Days, if 
we have inadvertently upset or offended anyone, we 
sincerely ask for forgiveness.

May the new year 5783 bring blessing to you, your 
families and congregations, and may our shared 
efforts continue to grow Progressive Judaism in 
our region and help bring about a lasting peace for 
Israel.

L’shana tova tikatevu: may our communities be 
inscribed and sealed in the Book of Life,

David D Knoll AM and Brian Samuel OAM      
Jocelyn Robuck            

Co-Presidents and the UPJ Executive Team  
Executive Manager  

SPECIAL FEATURE - PJV ANNUAL VIRTUAL BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 5783

High Holy Days Message 
from the Union for Progressive Judaism

With the HHD approaching, it is time for us all 
to review our entries in the Annual Memorial 
Book that circulates in all the Progressive 
Communities in Melbourne.
Up to six names may be recorded for the cost of 
$36 if submitted before Sunday 18 September 
and $54 if submitted between then and Rosh 
Hashanah. 
Each additional name you would like added will 
cost just another $6.
People remembering loved ones in this initiative 
do not need to be members of our Movement, so 
if family and friends would like to use our Virtual 
Book, they are welcome to do so.
As has been a tradition in our Movement, a 
hard copy of the book will be placed in each 
congregation’s Ark during the Yiskor Service on 
Yom Kippur.
If anyone wishes to keep a hard copy of the 
book, it will be downloadable from the internet, 
or it is possible to purchase a copy at a cost 
of $20 including postage and handling by 
contacting inna.lysy@pjv.org.au with a copy  
to the PJV Secretary, maureen@maureenbarten.
com prior to Rosh Hashanah.

special feature

PJV's Annual
Virtual Book 
of 
Remembrance
5783
is now open

Click HERE 
to  add or update

your loved ones' listings

PJV's Annual
Virtual Book 
of 
Remembrance
5783
is now open

Click HERE 
to  add or update

your loved ones' listingshttps://jewishmemorials.org.au/
Visit

to add or update your 
loved ones' listings
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SPECIAL FEATURE - UPJ BIENNIAL 8 DAYS A WEEK

Dear friends,

We warmly invite you to join with your friends and community for 
our first post-Covid, in-person UPJ Biennial, to be held in Sydney 
from Thursday 17 November to Sunday 20 November at the 
Novotel Brighton Beach.

The Beatles sang “8 Days a Week”, Shakespeare wrote “forever 
and a day” and today we say “24/7” – the UPJ Biennial titled 
“Progressing Judaism: 8 Days a Week” will explore how we can 
expand our Jewish values beyond our one-day observance 
of Shabbat, incorporating our Jewish identity into myriad 
interactions with the world around us.

The Biennial will focus on being Jewish in today's complex, modern, fast-paced society; our 
Biennial Organising Committee, led by co-chairs Susan Kadar and Dorothy Graff OAM, are busy 
putting together a vibrant and engaging program, this year focusing on one of the goals identified 
by the UPJ Executive Committee: increasing our self-perception of the importance of being Jewish. 

Our featured guest speaker will be Rabbi Sergio Bergman, as well as dynamic and engaging 
speakers from our region and beyond. As WUPJ President, Rabbi Bergman leads the international 
network of Reform, Liberal, Progressive, and Reconstructionist Jewish movements, serving 1.2 
million members in more than 1,250 congregations in over 50 countries. Rabbi Bergman served 
as Argentina’s Minister for the Environment and Sustainability from 2015-19, and in 2017 headed 
the Argentine delegation to the United Nations Climate Change Summit, overseeing the G20 
Sustainability Working Group tasked with building climate change for developing nations.

We look forward to sharing beautiful Shabbat services, including a Kabbalat Shabbat service at 
Emanuel Synagogue, Shabbat morning at the conference hotel, and Havdalah hosted by North 
Shore Temple Emanuel followed by a special musical theatre performance …and of course, lots of 
time to schmooze with old and new friends!

The UPJ Biennial is open to anyone interested in experiencing this special event and exploring the 
engaging program.

We hope you will join us!

Sincerely,

David Knoll AM and Brian Samuel OAM, UPJ Co-Presidents

Susan Kadar and Dorothy Graff OAM, UPJ Biennial Co-Chairs

special feature
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SPECIAL FEATURE - UPJ BIENNIAL 8 DAYS A WEEK...continued

For more Information on the UPJ Virtual Biennial including:
Registration fees, Program highlights and FAQs visit https://upj.org.au/2022-biennial

EARLY BIRD 
REGISTRATION  
OPEN!

We hope you will join us at the  
UPJ Biennial Conference, featuring:

Creative and uplifting services, engaging music presentations, 
International and local speakers featuring Rabbi Sergio Bergman, 

President of the World Union for Progressive Judaism

Novotel Brighton Beach, Sydney

upj@upj.org.au and 0416 700 613 
Register: https://upj.org.au/2022-biennial

ENQUIRIES:

https://upj.org.au/2022-biennial
REGISTER NOW

Early-Bird Registration *extended* Deadline  
(Save $100!)

14 September 2022

Registration Deadline

23 October 2022
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A MODERN JONAH STORY

Who would travel where and how?  
A modern Jonah story, by Charl Neuhoff.

Yoni was sitting in his study in Safed, watching the 
latest news and pondering the tensions along a lot 
of the borders, now higher than it had been for some 
time. As he was pondering, a very clear directive 
came to him from the Eternal One. This was not the 
first time it had happened, so he was well prepared. 
Or so he thought. The Voice said “Go to Tehran, tell 
the Revolutionary Guard (RG) they must repent for 
their wicked ways”. Yoni was not keen on this so 
tweeted his followers “#LastMinuteSouthAfricaTrip” 
with an appropriate selfie, followed by a tik tok 
release of him doing the “pack all your belongings in 
5 min challenge” and set on his way.

Whilst mid-air Yoni fell asleep. It was quite a 
deep sleep as he awoke to the pilot informing the 
passengers of something. He couldn’t quite hear 
as the rattling onboard was so loud nothing was 
audible except the praying of the other passengers. 
He flagged a steward over who looked surprised 
that he was awake, informing him he thought Yoni 
had passed out with fear. The steward knew who he 
was. Yoni had quite the following – considering he 
correctly predicted the series of voting and election 
issues as well as Benjamin’s debacle and the Bennett 
situation; he also did quite a well-received weekly 
parshah reading and discussion podcast – and 
brought him forward to meet the pilots.

They were in dire straits. With an electrical storm 
raging all around them and no countries nearby that 
would accept an Israeli passenger plane, they were 
running out of options. What Yoni said next gave 
them both quite a belly laugh. When he repeated 
there was nothing but ice in their veins. They pointed 
out that they are currently over Congbabwe; a land 
where nothing but warlords and hippos ruled. After 
postponing, pleading, and praying the pilots finally 
capitulated. Insisting he wear a parachute (Yoni did 
not argue) they opened the cargo bay door and a few 
stewards threw Yoni out.

Yoni woke up still wrapped in the parachute. He 
was on a very moist surface. The strong smell was 
potent. Looking around and using the last 2% of his 
battery life to activate his torch, he confirmed he 
was stuck in a malarial swamp. Over the next few 
days, he did some deep reflection, wrote, and recited 
poetry and ultimately asked for forgiveness. A small 
fishing boat came past the small island he was 
marooned on in the swamp and managed to load him 
on board before the crocodiles and hippos swimming 
about could take a bite. The fishermen commented 
they had smelt the inside of some sea creatures that 
exude a more pleasant odour than he at present. 

He did not care; what concerned him most was that 
they said they were on their way to Tehran – and he 
realised he could not evade God’s plan for him.

After much creative thinking, round about travelling 
and cajoling, Yoni managed to get himself into 
Tehran. He spent all his time over the next few days 
dressed only in someone’s old tablecloth and walking 
back and forth past the RG barracks bemoaning 
their wickedness “forty days and the guards will be 
overthrown”. Needless to say this aroused some 
attention, after which they asked him to tell them 
what he was trying to do. His message had such 
an impact on the guards that they declared an 
immediate fast. No more contact with North Korea, 
or working on nuclear weapons. Not even eating 
or drinking. No marching, trimming beards or even 
wearing shoes. They even refused to drive. Every 
member of the guards went home to his family and 
mourned, confessing their wickedness, and pleading 
for forgiveness.

Yoni sat in an apartment block overlooking their 
compounds and watched all of this unfold. As the 
day of the prophecy came and went Yoni realised the 
Eternal One had had mercy on the RG’s. He was in 
a right salty mood and yelled that he might as well 
die where he was. He lay down on the roof of the 
apartment compound and resigned himself to his 
fate. Except he did go down to the street every now 
and then – a rather delicious felafel café had opened 
up. They had the freshest aircon, the fastest internet 
and quite tasty humus. That was until very early just 
after dawn a gas pipe burst and ignited, levelling the 
empty café. Yoni was livid! The Eternal One spoke to 
him and said, “You had sympathy and compassion 
for the random café that just opened up – for which 
you did not work – but I’m not supposed to have 
compassion on those humans that have reformed 
their ways and worked hard at asking forgiveness 
and turning from their ways?”.
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Courage to Care 

Courage to Care (C2C) is a very successful program developed by 
members of B'nai B'rith Victoria. It started in 1992 but it was not until 
2000 that it became the travelling exhibition that we know today. The 
purpose of the project is to encourage secondary school students (and 
now, upper primary school students) to become “upstanders”. This is the 
opposite of a bystander. The exhibition uses the Holocaust as background 
material to spotlight people then who had the courage to care. C2C is 30 
years old this year and it aims to engage 30,000 students over the next 
three years.

The C2C mission is “to educate Australians about the dangers of 
prejudice, racism and discrimination and to promote acceptance of 
diversity across society by:

• Creating awareness of the dangers of discrimination, racism and 
prejudice

• Educating to challenge attitudes and behaviours
• Demonstrating that every individual can make a difference
• Transforming “bystander” behaviour to “upstander” behaviour each 

person can make a difference. Never be a bystander.”

The traditional format of C2C is

1. Show a film about the Holocaust 

2. Have a Holocaust survivor tell his/her story 

3. Show the students around the exhibition 

4. A volunteer facilitates discussion with a small group of students to 
consolidate the messages of the C2C program. 

The “highlight” for the students is the opportunity to hear first-hand from 
a Holocaust survivor. These talks highlight that the heroes were ordinary 
people who, when confronted by evil, behaved in extraordinary ways. 
These people are now “Righteous Among the Nations”and their actions 
are testimony to the belief that every person can make a difference.

There is now a variation of the program in which C2C sets up in a school 
itself, rather than schools having to travel to the exhibition. The exhibition 
regularly travels around Victoria to engage as many students as possible. 
There are also C2C exhibitions in New South Wales and Western Australia.

The State Government has been backing C2C financially for some years 
now. In 2022 there was an announcement of a $2M grant over the next 
four years. This huge vote of confidence from the State Government will 
allow C2C to increase the number of students participating and increase 
the impact that C2C has across the entire State of Victoria.

C2C currently has about 140 volunteers, not all of whom are Jewish. 
Several of these volunteers are members of LBC. The success of the 
program has been solely due to the hard work of all of these volunteers. 
C2C is beneficial to the volunteers as well as the school students and if 
any people reading this would like to become part of C2C you would be 
very welcome.

ARTICLE - COURAGE TO CARE

ARTICLE

by Iain Messer
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GREENWASHING

GREENWASHING  

In June, the Australian Securities & 
Investments Commission (ASIC), who 
regulates the way financial products are sold 
and distributed, released a new guidance 
urging managed and superannuation funds 
to consider whether their sustainability-
related products are at risk of greenwashing. 
Demand and inflows into ‘green’ label 
products have been on the rise, as investors 
seek responsible investments to influence 
positive change in the world. According to 
the Responsible Investment Association 
of Australasia, responsible investment 
inflows increased A$298 billion to A$1,281 
billion in 2020 while the remainder of 
the market decreased by A$234 billion 
to A$1,918 billion. Also growing is the 
number of investment managers engaged 
in responsible investment, which grew from 
165 in 2019 to 198 in 2020.

The regulator’s guidance comes amid a lack of standardised labelling for sustainability-related products 
where terms such as 'responsible investing’, 'ethical investing' and 'impact investing' can mean different 
things to different people. ASIC's guidance instead circumnavigates this by emphasising two central 
themes: truth in promotion – using clear labels and well-defined terms; and, clarity in communication – 
providing clear explanations of how sustainability-related considerations are factored into investment 
strategies. 

It warns issuers to be careful when using absolute terms such as ‘no gambling’ and to clearly state any 
exception or provisions to such claims if applicable, for example some funds may nominate a threshold 
limit of no more than a certain percentage of total revenue from gambling activities before it can consider 
inclusion in the fund. It also seeks to ensure any headline claims are not misleading and issuers are able 
to justify their ‘green’ label. ASIC has confirmed that greenwashing "will remain a priority area of focus" 
in 2022, a clear warning that it will not accept the misleading of investors in relation to sustainable 
investments.

The Australian Competition & Consumer Commission (ACCC) & Australian Securities Exchange (ASX) have 
also joined forces to crack down on companies and listed funds that claim to be ‘green’ but whose claims 
cannot be substantiated. The ASX will be imposing ASIC’s “true to label” condition before admitting funds 
for listing, including exchange traded funds. Separately, it will also be monitoring company disclosures and 
marketing over emission reduction achievements and net zero ambitions. According to Greenpeace, most of 
the country’s highest-emitting companies in the ASX 200 that have set net zero targets either have no firm 
plans to end or reduce their use of fossil fuels, or to commit to switching to 100% renewable electricity. 

While the parameters that distinguish responsible investing from sustainable or ethical investing 
remain challenging to define, the efforts and framework provided to regulate ‘greenwashing’ should 
be commended. The impact will resonate throughout the whole investment chain and likely amount to 
heightened disclosures (and costs), but the clarity and transparency will benefit investors seeking to align 
their investment with their personal values. 

– from a company Rabbi Jonathan and Sue 
have used in Kew, Ethical Investment Services
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ARTICLE - SCAMWATCH AND ELECTRIC CAR FOR SALE

Scamwatch and Electric Car for Sale
I have written several times over 
the last year about scams - they 
are becoming more and more 
sophisticated and convincing, 
and there is seemingly little 
that can be done to stop or stay 
ahead of them.  A few weeks ago 
there was an extended feature on 
the ABC about them.  Apparently 
Australians lost about two 
billion dollars in 2021 to scams, 
and once gone there is little 
likelihood of getting your money 
back.  So please take great care 
and check very carefully before 
passing on your details or money 
to anyone!

Even despite my warnings, I was 
caught in one recently - though 
luckily I realised before I sent the 
money, but I want to outline it in 
case it might help you or anyone 
you know avoid a similar one in 
the future.  

Let me tell you the story.  I put 
Sue's car up for sale on CarSales.
com (as of writing it has not 
yet sold so if anyone wants a 
fabulous, low mileage 2019 
Nissan Leaf fully electric, cost-
effective, refined and powerful 
car, full Nissan service history - 
which is not much! - and still with 
years left on its Nissan warranty, 
please contact me if you are 
interested). 

Putting it up online immediately 
makes you a target.  People know 
how to contact you, and that 
you are inviting and expecting 
contact, and that you want 
something that they can offer (ie 
money for your car!).  So I got a 
message by SMS 'If your car is 
still available, please email me 
ASAP as I am very interested.'  
So I did.  She worked on an oil 
rig (!).  I had put lots of pics 
and a video up, so it was not so 
surprising that, having knocked 
me down slightly on price, she 
said 'Yes, I'd like to buy it please. 
I can't inspect it as I'm on the rig 

and communication is difficult 
up here, but please send me 
your bank details and I'll send 
the payment through PayPal.'  
Well, there should be no problem 
giving your bank account BSB 
and account number - after 
all, various people have that, 
otherwise we couldn't get paid, 
get refunds etc.  Of course I 
didn't give my password!

In the next email she asked 
if she could get her agent to 
collect it for her?  What was the 
address?  Well, she'd need the 
address if she wanted to come 
and see it anyway, I reasoned - 
no harm in giving that - after all, 
it is very hard to steal a modern 
car without the keys - and it's 
insured!

In the next email, she thanked 
me for the information.  
Confirming the communication 
difficulties she had foreshadowed 
earlier, she now said would I 
mind if she included the extra 
$1950 for the agent to collect 
the car in the money she was 
transferring to me, so that I 
could pass it on to the agent.  I 
didn't really understand why 
it was more difficult to do two 
separate transactions than one 
(or why she would trust me with 
doing so!) but I agreed to assist.

Then I got the official-looking 
email from PayPal, with their 
banner and signed by their CEO.  
I even looked it up and yes, he 
was their CEO!  Perhaps I was a 
bit suspicious because there was 
a punctuation error in the letter.  
The PayPal email said 'We have 
received payment for your car, 
and an additional $1950 which 
you are to pass on to the agent, 
whose name and bank account is 
as follows:...  Please send us the 
receipt for this payment as soon 
as you have made it so we can 
release the funds to your bank 
account'.

Wow - selling this car seemed 
to have been quick and easy, I 
thought.  But I sent a message 
to her saying 'Of course I can't 
make the payment to your agent 
until I have received the money 
from you'.  This is the point at 
which actually, with the promise 
of the car being sold, I could 
easily have sent $1950 of MY 
OWN MONEY to the bank account 
listed.  Instead I asked her for 
proof of her payment to PayPal.

Her response made me more 
suspicious.  'Please send the 
money to the agent immediately, 
and then PayPal will send 
the whole payment to you.  
Otherwise I (she) will lose all her 

ARTICLE 

...continued overleaf
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ARTICLE - SCAMWATCH...continued  |  VERY NASTY LETTER  RECEIVED

money'.   I responded that if she 
had paid PayPal and they held her 
money, she would be able to get it 
back from them if the transaction 
didn't go through.  I could of 
course not pay the agent until I 
had received the payment'.

At the same time, I had sent the 
'PayPal' email to PayPal, and they 
responded the next day to say 
it was not from them and was a 
scam and I should not respond.   

So I passed it to the ACCC 
and PayPal and did not send 
her money.  Interestingly, the 
'personal details' of her 'agent' 
with BSB and bank account 
numbers, which of course must 
have been genuine otherwise 
she could not have received 

my payment, had completely 
disappeared from the otherwise 
intact 'PayPal' email letter.  Very 
fortuitously, I had kept a scan 
of it, and was able to call the 
bank, who confirmed it was a 
real account, recently opened 
(probably especially for my 
payment!).  So I also passed this 
information on.  Hopefully the 
bank was sufficiently thorough to 
have had proof of ID and contact 
details and perhaps the police will 
be able to intervene in this case! 

But I feel I was very close to being 
caught, and thankful that I was on 
guard and sufficiently suspicious 
to have avoided it.  I would not 
blame myself or anyone else for 
having sent the money off!  And 

I have since researched this 
scam - there is a similar version, 
where the person claiming to be 
a prospective purchaser says 
they are in the armed forces, and 
cannot therefore visit in person.  
Since we naturally trust and are 
grateful to those in the armed 
forces, putting themselves in the 
line of danger to protect us, this 
might have made all the difference 
to me falling for it!

So please - be very careful - and 
a bit suspicious.  They want your 
money, and I can be statistically 
certain that some of you have 
already sent some!

Rabbi Jonathan

We recently received an 
unsettling and concerning 
letter through the post 
(see right).

During the election 
campaign, we had a board 
up supporting one of the 
election candidates.  I 
suspect that someone 
went round writing down 
addresses where these 
boards were exhibited.  I 
have taken it to the police, 
and it turns out that many 
such letters have been 
received across Kooyong 
and Goldstein.

I do not consider it 
antisemitic, but Dvir 
Abramovitch, chair of 
The Anti-Defamation 
Commission, immediately 
said it was, pointing to the 
'Aryan' reference.  I had 
read it only as 'Australian 
White Supremacist' 
ignorance, but he is of the 
opinion that that makes 
it antisemitic as they are 
fundamentally antisemitic.  

VERY NASTY LETTER RECEIVED

I am not convinced about this argument, but he wanted me to publicise it 
across the community and since it was a very unpleasant and somewhat scary 
thing to receive, I am doing as he asked in the hope that if you got or get 
something similar, at least you should know that you are not alone – and the 
police do not consider it an immediate or personal threat, which is reassuring, 
though that there are people out there who feel like this is still of concern.  

Rabbi Jonathan
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A GOOD FRIEND KENT ZOO  |  DR JOE EPSTEIN

The details we have of Kent’s life are sketchy; most information here was supplied 
by Thanh Hung Ngyuen, a good friend to Kent for some twenty years.

Kent was born in Ballarat, the second son in a family of four children, having an 
older brother Mark, who we believe lives in Queensland, a younger brother Craig 
and sister Laurinda.

The family moved to New Zealand where their father was a salesman and where 
Mark and Kent found work as bricklayers.  Eventually the family returned to 
Melbourne. However, after their mother died, the siblings went their separate ways 
and Kent had no contact with his sister and brothers for some years.

It seems that Kent began to develop health problems in his thirties and forties and 
had been unable to maintain paid work for some time before his death.

Time in palliative care and the practical care and love Kent received from his long-
time friend, Thanh Hung Nguyen helped to ease Kent’s last weeks.  

I enjoyed my conversations with Kent, in person at LBC pre COVID and then 
on Zoom, and I am sure the pleasure was mutual.  We spoke of gentle things: 
what he had enjoyed in the past, his current restricted life, the changes to his 
neighbourhood in Fitzroy, his illness, his plans for the future care of Hung but each 
time, without fail, Kent also spoke of the pleasure and benefit he derived from Leo 
Baeck Centre services and Rabbi Jonathan’s leadership of the services.

Ailsa Jean

A Good Friend

Kent(Langdon) Zoo 9/4/1967 - 15/12/2021

Some of Kent’s 
Leo Baeck friends 

have spoken 
of including 
a plaque on 
the Wall of 

Remembrance 
in memory of 
Kent. Anyone 

who would like 
to contribute is 

invited to contact 
the office about 

this.

wider community

Joe was a much loved husband, brother, father, 
uncle and grandfather. Most importantly he was an 
inspiration and a fantastic supporter of everyone 
he loved and everyone he worked with. He spent 
five decades working in the health system across 
Victoria making sure people received the health 
care he thought they deserved. He loved his 
work and his colleagues, from the cleaners to the 
nurses, the doctors and the technicians. And he 
sometimes liked the politicians as well.

He will be remembered as a surgeon, philosopher, 
raconteur & agent provocateur.

Dr. Joseph Epstein
21/6/1941 - 20/6/2022

AM FACEM Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the not-
for-profit, Melbourne-based funeral 

service for members of the Progressive, 
Conservative and the wider Jewish 

community. Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam 
prides itself on its caring and responsive 
Progressive service. Funds generated are 

returned to the Jewish community.

Rhonda Nirens JP, Executive Director  
and Funeral Director

rhonda@jewishfunerals.org.au  
03 9883 6237 for immediate need 24/7
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ARTICLE - THE SECRET JEWISH HISTORY OF OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN

The secret Jewish history 
of Olivia Newton-John 

In 1933, her grandfather fled from 
Germany to escape Hitler

Olivia Newton-John Image by Getty ImagesBy Seth Rogovoy  |  August 08, 2022
In a recent celebrity memoir, 
the author writes, “In 1933, my 
Jewish grandfather fled from 
Germany with his wife, Hedwig, 
to escape Hitler’s regime. He was 
not only a brilliant mind but also 
a humanitarian who helped Jews 
escape Germany. I’m extremely 
proud of my peace-loving 
grandfather.” The grandfather 
was Nobel Prize-winning physicist 
Max Born, one of the founders 
of quantum mechanics and a 
longtime friend of Albert Einstein. 
The granddaughter, which might 
come as a surprise to some, is 
Olivia Newton-John.

In fact, the English-born 
Australian singer/actress has 
plenty of yikhes to spread around. 
Her maternal great-grandfather 
was prominent German-Jewish 
jurist Victor Ehrenberg; her father 
was a British intelligence officer 
who took Deputy Führer Rudolf 
Hess into custody during World 
War II; and she also traces her 
ancestry back to Protestant 
theologian Martin Luther.

Some of these details are covered 
in Newton-John’s new memoir, 
“Don’t Stop Believin’,” named 
after the title track of her 1976 
album (not to be confused with 
the execrable 1981 hit of the same 
name by the band Journey). The 
phrase “Don’t Stop Believin’” is 
also a concise summary of God’s 
commandments to the Israelites, 
although this may not be what 
Newton-John had in mind when 
she titled her autobiography.

Newton-John apparently did, 
however, have some serious 

Jewish mystical concepts in mind 
when she recorded her 2006 
album “Grace and Gratitude.” The 
new-agey confection is rife with 
instrumental interludes with titles 
including “Yesod,” “Hod,” “Nezah,” 
“Tiferet,” “Hesud-Gevurah,” 
“Binah,” “Hochmah” and “Keter” 
– names corresponding with the 
divine sefirot, or vessels of divine 
energy, in the Kabbalistic Tree of 
Life. Although she doesn’t discuss 
this in her memoir, she does write 
about her friendship with fellow 
pop star/actress Madonna, a self-
professed adept of Kabbalah.

One of the best-selling artists of 
all time – she boasts four Grammy 
Awards, five number-one hits, and 
ten other Top 10 hits – Newton-
John first hit number-one on the 
Adult Contemporary chart in 1971 
with a version of “If Not for You,” 
written by Bob Dylan. Her next 
big hit, “I Honestly Love You,” 
was written by Jeff Barry (born 
Joel Adelberg in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
and best known for his work with 
Ellie Greenwich) in collaboration 
with the Australian born singer-
songwriter Peter Allen. It was 
her first number-one pop hit; it 
garnered her two Grammy Awards; 
and it also established her as a 
country music chart-topper.

Newton-John became an 
international superstar when 
she appeared in the 1978 film 
adaptation of the Broadway 
musical “Grease,” sharing top 
billing with John Travolta, fresh 
from his “Saturday Night Fever” 
success. The soundtrack to 
the low-budget movie musical, 
coproduced by Allan Carr – born 

Allan Solomon – spawned several 
huge hits, and her portrayal as 
a spandex-clad hottie helped 
loosen her constricting girl-next-
door image, paving the way for 
her follow-up album, “Totally 
Hot,” adorned with a photo of her 
bedecked completely in leather.

That was followed soon after 
by the hit single “Physical” – 
co-written by American-born 
Jewish-Australian songwriter 
Steve Kipner – which spent ten 
weeks at number one, becoming 
the biggest-selling song of the 
1980s. At the time, the song was 
considered so sexually provocative 
(some radio stations even banned 
it) that when it came time to film 
the music video, they took it out 
of the bedroom and into the gym, 
transforming it from a steamy 
romance into an exercise anthem.

Newton-John has been something 
of a spiritual seeker throughout 
her life. She ascribes her 
restlessness partly to Max Born. 
She writes, “My grandfather Max 
Born had a famous quote where 
he said, ‘The belief that there is 
only one truth and that oneself 
is in possession of it, seems to 
me the deepest root of all that 
is evil in the world.’ My whole 
life I searched for one thing I 
could believe in, but I couldn’t 
find just one because I believe 
in possibilities and respect all 
people’s different faiths. I have a 
real problem with people killing 
each other for what they believe, 
so my grandfather’s words put it 
all into perspective for me. I agree 
with him.”

ARTICLE
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LETTER FROM BILL SHORTEN MP
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GALLERY and RECENT B'TEI MITZVAH

Recent B'Tei Mitzvah 

Happy Profile 
packers

Kiddushim are always available 
(sponsorship see page 20  

for more details)

Steph Jonah

Eli
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SOLAR PANEL PANEL

Solar Panel Panel
In the LBC push for Tikkun Olam the first step may 
be to improve LBC, Tikkun LBC.  It has been decided 
that solar panels would be a good thing.  It was 
also decided that donations for the solar panels 
would be a good thing.  It was further decided, 
presumably by someone with a punny sense of 
humour, that a ‘panel panel’ would be useful from 
many perspectives: to place the LBC desire for solar 
panels into a global, regional, national, local and 
Jewish context; to educate the community as to the 
technical details of solar panels; to inform people 
as to what is happening; and to solicit donations for 
which I think that the technical term is schnorrering.

The panel was held at LBC at 10am on Sunday 10 
July in the main sanctuary. Once the inevitable 
technical difficulties were sorted out the panellists 
got going moderated by Dr Tom Beer in his capacity 
as a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Energy.  The 
panelists were Dr Aharon Factor and Josh Blode.

Tom made a presentation on behalf of George 
Deutsch that provided the background to the LBC 
installation which is to be 26 solar panels on the flat 
roof providing 10.4kW. 

Aharon is the Managing Director of SustainableSME.
com; a consulting company to enable sustainable 
practice in organisations who has recently 
authored Sustainability and Small and Medium-sized 

Enterprises: Lessons from Mixed Methods Research. 
Aharon dealt with his experience of renewable 
energies and the challenges; the lessons learnt; and 
the significant hurdles for society to overcome to 
become more environmentally conscious.  

Josh is Campaigns Lead for the Jewish Climate 
Network (JCN), an initiative of the Jewish Ecological 
Coalition (JECO).  Josh pointed out that the JCN can 
provide a source of trusted information.  It presently 
runs the Zero Emissions Project and he explained 
the meaning of zero emissions, and how people can 
get involved.

The subsequent discussion involved members of the 
live and virtual audience who had questions related 
to the effects of dust on panels, the importance of 
siting in relation to trees and shade, and how they 
could donate.  The answer to the last question is to 
donate at:

https://www.trybooking.com/
events/landing?eid=903608&

but be aware that trybooking thinks that it is 
providing a ticket to an event rather than a 

donation.



18   Profile | September - October 2022

Judi Schiff  
Judi Jenny Schiff believes the determination and love of travel of her maternal 
grandmother, Jenny Isacson, (b1876) would have made her a true role model. 

Jenny’s husband, Siegfried 
Samuel Isacson, was killed 
in 1915 fighting for Germany 

in WW1. With the help of staff, 
Jenny continued to run the 
family’s four-story fabric store 
on the main street in Duren, 
a small town near Dusseldorf. 
Later she was joined in business 
by her daughter Irma, (Judi’s 
mother) who was 3 when 
Siegfried died. Jenny died in 
1936.

David Herrmann (b1903), Judi’s 
father, was the youngest of 
six children born to Emma 
and Scholem Herrmann in 
Luckenwalde, an industrial 
town south of Berlin. Scholem 
and his brother Moritz built a 
successful hat factory at a time 
when everyone wore hats. This 
architect designed building was 
renowned for its hat shaped roof 
which was removed as a possible 
target during WW2. Scholem 
observed traditional orthodoxy 
and was instrumental in building 
a synagogue in Luckenwalde, 
where he served on the Board 
for 40 years and as its President 
for 20 years. He also built a 
nursing home for his employees. 
He died in 1928. David had a 
sales role in the business.

David and Irma married in 
Berlin in 1934 and Judi (Judith 
Jenny) was born in May 1937. 
By 1938, all David’s siblings had 

left Germany for either the USA 
or then Palestine, only Emma 
remained in the family home in 
Berlin as she was considered 
too old to be granted a visa. 
After the war, the family learnt 
through the Red Cross that 
Emma had been deported to 
Theresienstadt in 1942 and 
died a few months later aged 
75 years. Six weeks before 
Kristallnacht, David, Irma and 
baby Judi left Germany with no 
response to their applications for 
a visa to Australia or the USA. 
They invested their remaining 
cash on cruises for the next 12 
months and left Germany on one 
of the last trains available. When 
a Gestapo officer entered their 
carriage with orders to remove 
Jews from the train, he told 
Judi’s parents “because your 
baby is sleeping you can cross 
the frontier”! In Port Said they 
received a visa for Australia and 
a telegram advising they must 
be in possession of 1000 pounds 
landing money upon arrival. With 
cruising completed, David flew to 
Melbourne while Irma and Judi 
boarded the ‘Ormonde’, arriving 
in Melbourne on May 1st 1939.

Life began in Melbourne as 
“friendly enemy aliens”, which 
required weekly reporting to 
the local police station to have 
their passports stamped, a 
task Judi recalls with pleasure 

as she was also rewarded 
with stamps. In 1940 the 
Herrmanns anglicised their 
name by deed poll to Herman. 
Living initially in a St Kilda Rd 
boarding house and later in 
a flat, Irma made tablecloths 
for David to sell door to door. 
After the Japanese attack in 
Darwin in 1942, the family spent 
10 months in Mildura. Back 
in Melbourne Judi’s parents 
opened a haberdashery business 
in Burke Rd Camberwell and 
began making continental quilt 
covers and doonas to order. On 
August 15th, 1945, VP (Victory 
Pacific) Day, a brother, Michael, 
a ‘peace child’ joined the family. 
At home the family observed 
erev Shabbat and festivals and 
became members of the Toorak 
Shul prior to joining Rabbi 
Sanger’s congregation at TBI. 

Judi began grade 1 at 
Camberwell State School 
followed by MLC for years 7 to 
11, leaving school at age 16. 
In 1950, Judi began a 6 year 
volunteer role, teaching Hebrew 
and Jewish biblical history to 5 
year olds at the Eastern Suburbs 
Branch of TBI in Lorne Grove and 
then in Royal Crescent where her 
father was President for 2 years 
in the 1960s. A one year role at 
the new Mt Scopus kindergarten 
in Kew followed prior to learning 
secretarial skills. 

...continued overleaf
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MEMBER PROFILE ...continued  |  DID YOU KNOW

In 1953, a visit of family friends, 
who brought along Berlin born 
Sydney siders Richard Schiff 
and his 18 year old medical 
student son, Peter, resulted in 
an instant friendship between 
Judi and Peter. Both joined their 
respective B’nai B’rith Youth (BBY) 
groups, corresponded regularly 
and attended joint conventions. 
In 1956, Judi moved to Sydney, 
taught Sunday school for 2 years 
at Temple Emanuel, became 
President of Sydney’s segregated 
BBY and organised a merger to 
the Melbourne coed style. Always 
a keen student of art, Judi’s first 
role in this area was to design 
interiors for a chain of Sydney 
grocery stores. In 1975, Judi 
took on the challenging part time 
position as Executive Director 
of the Print Council of Australia, 
where she was responsible for 
administering the publication of 
its quarterly magazine and original 
print exhibitions both local and 
overseas. Ultimately, Judi began 
her own home based proofreading 
and editing business, “Elegant 
English”. A keen photographer, 
Judi had professionally mounted 
and framed as a collage, a 
collection of doorway photos from 
a trip to Spain in 1990 and which 
sold at a local Rotary show. Still a 
keen photographer, the LBC Arts 
Group is planning an exhibition of 
her work.

Following graduation in Sydney 
in 1959, Peter began a 2 year 
residency at King George Hospital 
in Camperdown. Rabbi Sanger 
married Judi and Peter at TBI 
in June 1959. Twins Danny and 
Karen were born in 1960 and in 
1962, Peter began a PhD in the 
Biochemistry department at the 
ANU in Canberra. 1965 saw a 
brief move back to Sydney prior 
to Peter accepting a position 
at Melbourne’s Commonwealth 
Serum Laboratories. Living in 
Kew, the twins started school at 
Deepdene Primary School and in 
December, daughter Jaqui was 
born. 

Together, Judi and Peter have 
been actively involved in B’nai 
B’rith lodges and Judi was 
instrumental in making the 
various groups coed. One of her 
proudest achievements was her 
involvement in the creation of the 
Wallenberg Unit in 1958. Having 
learnt of Raoul Wallenberg’s 
exemplary work from daughter 
Karen, his name was accepted 
for the Unit and Peter became 
its first President. To comply 
with Australia Post’s rules that 
people featured on stamps needed 
to be Australian citizens, Judi, 
together with assistance from 
The Hon Mark Dreyfus QC, MP, 
succeeded in having Wallenberg 
become Australia’s first and only 

honorary citizen at a ceremony at 
Government House, Canberra. The 
Raul Wallenberg 70 cent stamp 
was issued in 2015 as one of three 
great humanitarians, alongside 
Mother Teresa and Nelson 
Mandela.

In 1987, Danny was inducted as 
Rabbi at TBI and in 1992 married 
Anne Reichman, an Associate 
Professor of Law at Pittsburgh 
University. They have 2 children, 
David (28) and Adina (26) and live 
in Jerusalem. Karen, also a Rabbi, 
has a son Nathan Campanez 
(30) and lives in Indiana with her 
husband Howard Steinberger, 
who has 3 children.  Jacqui, a 
graphic designer worked for 27 
years at Lonely Planet and is now 
with a company that publishes 
the weekly Victorian Government 
Gazette. Married to Ron Saunders, 
they have 2 children, Miriam (26) 
and Jesse (23). 

Judi considers her diverse 
experiences including her roles 
in B’nai B’rith which also involved 
organising art and historical 
exhibitions with Jewish themes, 
to have enhanced her life. 
However, in Judi’s own words, ‘the 
source of greatest importance 
and happiness has been my 
supportive, loving family and close 
friends’.

Val Silberberg      

...continuedLBC MEMBER PROFILE

that LBC is a 
collection point 
for the Asylum 
Seekers Resource 
Centre?

Did you know

Simply drop off your items in the basket in 
the shul foyer and it will  go to the ASRC.

Please avoid tinned carbohydrates such as baked 
beans and spaghetti, but other canned and dried 
foods are welcome, as are toiletries, phone cards 
and supplies for babies.

We are seeking  
a volunteer  

who can collect our donations 
from LBC and deliver them to 

the ASRC in Footscray on a 
monthly basis. Please contact 

the office if you can assist.
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22  
October 

Come to services or join online to celebrate 
20 years of Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black’s 
leadership in Progressive Judaism and 
cultivation of meaningful Interfaith 
dialogues.  A light lunch will be offered at 
LBC after the service.

19  
December 

Give Rabbi Jonathan and the Keren-Black 
family a heartfelt send-off while lighting 
the menorah at LBC.  We will be thanking 
the family for all of their contributions to 
LBC, Progressive Judaism, community and 
multicultural relationships.  

Contribute to gifts for the family here: 

or by contacting the office 9819 7160 / lbcassist@office.com.au to arrange payment.   
Note: This is not a donation but a contribution. 

Send messages, stories and photos to Aya at lbcassist@lbc.com.au by 10 October  
to be assembled into a keepsake book for the family.

SAVE THE DATES and ACTION REQUIRED  |  KIDDUSHIM

https://www.trybooking.com/CAJYG

ACTION REQUIRED!

Now we can meet 
again for services, and 
we have a wonderful 
renovated kitchen, the 
Kitchen Group is pleased 
to announce that 
kiddushim are available 
for sponsorship. 

KIDDUSHIM It’s your birthday? A yahrzeit?  
The anniversary of your bar or bat-mitzvah?  
Why not sponsor a Kiddush? 

Available for $50, $100, or $200. 
We cater for about 30 people 
for a Kiddush.  

Contact the Office 
to learn more.
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September 2022 Elul 5782 • Tishrei 5783

Thu 1 September 2022 | 5 Elul
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 2 September 2022 | 6 Elul
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS
• 17:00 Intro to Judaism 
• 18:30 HAVAYA MUSICAL SERVICE 

Sat 3 September 2022 | 7 Elul
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

Sun 4 September 2022 | 8 Elul
• 10:30 HoS: Nathan Moshinsky on the Jewish 

artist Chaim Soutine

Wed 7 September 2022 | 11 Elul
• 19:30 Deborah's Well 

Fri 9 September 2022 | 13 Elul
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 10 September 2022 | 14 Elul
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

Thu 15 September 2022 | 19 Elul
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 16 September 2022 | 20 Elul
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 

Sat 17 September 2022 | 21 Elul
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 
• 19:00 PRE-S'LIKHOT MOVIE 
• 21:00 S'LIKHOT SERVICE

Sun 18 September 2022 | 22 Elul
• 14:00 Opening of Art Exhibition "Journeys in 

watercolours"

Fri 23 September 2022 | 27 Elul
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 24 September 2022 | 28 Elul
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 
• 18:00 Sh'ma Family - Havdalah and Pot-luck 

dinner

Sun 25 September 2022 | 29 Elul
• 18:00 EREV ROSH HASHANAH 

 
Mon 26 September 2022 | 1 Tishrei
• 10:00 ROSH HASHANAH morning service
• 11:00 ROSH HASHANAH Kids activities and 

service
• 17:15 NO SH'MA OR BM 

Tue 27 September 2022 | 2 Tishrei
• 10:00 2nd Day Tishrei service with Kedem

Thu 29 September 2022 | 4 Tishrei
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 30 September 2022 | 5 Tishrei
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

09

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

חגים תשפ"ג  2022/5783
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October 2022 Tishrei • Kheshvan 5783

Sat 1 October 2022 | 6 Tishrei
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SHUVAH SERVICE 

Tue 4 October 2022 | 9 Tishrei
• 20:00 Erev Yom Kippur

Wed 5 October 2022 | 10 Tishrei
• 10:00 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - Morning 

Service
• 11:30 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - Kids Activities 

and Service
• 13:30 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - Musaf
• 15:10 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - Minkhah
• 17:05 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - Yizkor
• 18:30 YOM KIPPUR SERVICES - N'ilah

Thu 6 October 2022 | 11 Tishrei
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 7 October 2022 | 12 Tishrei
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS

Sat 8 October 2022 | 13 Tishrei
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

Sun 9 October 2022 | 14 Tishrei
• 16:00 SUKKOT DECORATING and SAUSAGE 

SIZZLE
• 18:00 SHORT EREV SUKKOT SERVICE

Mon 10 October 2022 | 15 Tishrei
• 10:00 SUKKOT 1st DAY - MORNING SERVICE
• 17:15 NO SH'MA OR BM 

Fri 14 October 2022 | 19 Tishrei
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 17:00 Intro to Judaism class 
• 18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat musical service 

Sat 15 October 2022 | 20 Tishrei
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

Sun 16 October 2022 | 21 Tishrei
• 15:30 Paddock to Plate, Willsmere Garden, 

Wiltshire Drive, Kew 
• 18:30 Sukkot BYO Supper (Sh'ma Family and 

all welcome)
• 19:30 EREV SHMINI ATZERET/SIMKHAT 

TORAH SERVICE

Mon 17 October 2022 | 22 Tishrei
• 10:00 SHMINI ATZERET SERVICE with YIZKOR
• 17:15 NO SH'MA OR BM 

Thu 20 October 2022 | 25 Tishrei
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 21 October 2022 | 26 Tishrei
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 22 October 2022 | 27 Tishrei
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 Shabbat and Farewell service for Rabbi 

Jonathan 

Sun 23 October 2022 | 28 Tishrei
• 10:30 HoS: "From Jakarta to Auckland: 

Progressive Judaism in our region" with 
speaker Jocelyn Robuck

• 16:30 Jewish Jam

Fri 28 October 2022 | 3 Kheshvan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 29 October 2022 | 4 Kheshvan
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study 
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

10

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings

SIGNIFICANT 
BIRTHDAYS

We welcome new and returning Members and Friends: 

WELCOME TO  
NEW MEMBERS  
AND FRIENDS

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
Penelope Ralston
Cathy Lowy
Goldie Zyskind
Greta Goldblatt
Marilyn Arnheim
Daniel Taft
Rodrigo Azubel
Judith Bloom

Debbie and Chris Snell and family

George and Ruth Mihaly 

Warwick Mihaly & Erica Slocombe and family

Kieren and Samantha Mihaly and family

Edith Stanton
Lorraine Duband
Barry Novy
Valerie Silberberg
John Stanton
Leah Mow-Yoffee
Hannah Ogawa
Georgia Einfeld

SIGNIFICANT 
ANNIVERSARIES 

October: Erica & Troy Wass

Tony Heselev and Sian Hughes who have had their first grandchild. Their 
son Sam and wife Caroline had a daughter Maeve in April.

Kim Duband and Andrew Morley on the birth of a son. Grandson to Claire 
and Maurice, nephew to Fleur, Lorraine, Michelle and Julian and families.

Phillip Brass on receiving an ORDER OF AUSTRALIA for distinguished 
service to business, to youth leadership and charitable organisations, and 
for philanthropic contributions.

Terri and David Nathan on becoming grandparents again, and also to their 
son Brent and wife Emily on their new baby boy. A new brother for his 
three older siblings. 

MAZAL TOV

Matilda Heselev
Philip Mandie
Anna Rozen
Ganit Taft



24   Profile | September - October 2022

IN OUR COMMUNITY

OUR VOLUNTEERS

OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 1 MAY TO 31 JULY 2022)

Gratitude

Alan & Ruth Jacobs, Barry & Sue Aarons, David Brous & Elizabeth Brooke, David Filcoff & Rachel Popelka-
Filcoff, Deborah Ogawa, Dorothea Tropp-Boas, Elaine Lednar, Elizabeth Parker, Erica & Troy Wass, Felix Menke, 
Fleur Spitzer, George and Kathy Deutsch, Hugh Berryman-Brook, Jen Glaser, Jerry Winston, John & Nina 
Davis, Jonathan Shiff, Kathe Baud, Leah Mow-Yoffee, Naomi & Gary Kirby, Peggy Bethune, Peter & Judi Schiff, 
Peter Pryles, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Roy & Jennifer Solomon, Ruth & Michael Taft, Sally Scott, Sandra 
Hacker, Stephen & Karen Kaye, Susan Cohen, Susie Taft, Tom & Jane Beer, Tony Heselev & Sian Hughes, Valerie 
Silberberg, Yvonne Lewis.

Abby Goldstein, Ailsa, Akihiro Ogawa, Alan Harvey, Alan Jacobs, Albert Isaacs, Aya Tamir Regev, Barry Novy, 
Brenda Brook, Dana Zeimer, Dara Peskin, Dave Filcoff, Deborah Ogawa, Fay Kaufman, Gali Marek, Gary Adler, 
George Deutsch, Henry Okraglik, Hugh Berryman-Brook, Jack Cohen, Jane Beer, Jeannie Armitage-Isaacs, Jon 
Taft, Jonathan Barnett, Karl Charikar, Linda Stern, Lisa Sylvan, Patricia Fenner, Rebecca Lubansky, Rhondda Hall, 
Rob Kendall, Ron Exiner, Ron Steiner, Ruth Taft, Sharene Hambur, Sharon Marmor, Sue Aarons, Sue Rose, Susan 
Donath, Tanya Warms, Thomas Blake Charikar, Tom Beer, Victoria Gurvich.

Condolences to:
Julie-Anne Lilienthal, Nadine Cohen and Ethan Cohen on the death of her father and their 
father-in-law and grandfather, Michael Lilienthal.

Patricia Fenner – and Gary, on the death of her mother, Monnie Fenner.

Jan Epstein, children Raph and Sara, Sara’s family Alex, sons Gabe and Zach on the death 
of her husband and their father, father-in-law and grandfather, Joe Epstein.

Naomi (and Kevin), Dan (and Annabel), (the late) Deborah and Gerry, grandchildren Hannah, Rosa, Esther,  
Ruby, Theo and Louis on the death of their mother, mother-in-law and grandmother, Shirley Cass.

Lillian Warmbrand, Ashley (and Megan), Jordana (and Chris), grandchildren Zoe, Jonah, Henry, Hannah,  
Daniel and Simon on the death of their husband, father, father-in-law and grandfather, Fred Warmbrand. 

Aaron and Monica Naselow, children Xander and Flynn, on the death of their father, father-in-law and  
grandfather, Ronald Naselow in the USA. Our condolences to his wife Pat and their extended family. 

May their memory be a blessing to their families and to all who knew them.

Condolences

GRATEFUL THANKS TO: 

We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.

We thank all the members involved in our various groups, in addition:  

DONORS (MATERIAL GOODS)

Helen Selby

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 
Kiddush for Tom Beer. It was lovely to see so many 

who had come specially to participate in the Services 
and celebration of Tom's special birthday.
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Zwinger Library Report 

LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com

During the past few months, we have been 
able to purchase the books featured in the 
picture using the grant we received from the 
Boroondara Council. 

Some of these books have featured in the 
Australian Jewish News and make interesting 
reading, following the lives of Jewish people who 
came to Australia and made contributions to our 
society.

Also, we have purchased a book on “Merlyn” who 
married Sidney Myer, the creator of the Myer 
stores we see today.

They are available for borrowing from our Library.

With Covid hitting us it has restricted our time at 
the library, but hopefully we will be able resume 
our activities in the coming months. 

If anyone has any books they would like to 
donate to the library that are of a Jewish theme 
or by Jewish authors, they are always welcome.

We have received books in the past weeks. 
Thank you to 
those donors.

Happy reading, 
Terri Nathan  
(Zwinger 
Library 
Convenor).

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft and Julie-Anne Lillienthal.  
Formatting by Jane Green from EverlastingMagicDesign. 

Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the President/s or Committee of Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. 
Advertisements will be accepted; contact the office for details.

Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  
No PP 325 999 10035

Editors’ note 
Please note that the deadline for the next issue  

of Profile (covering Nov / Dec / Jan) is October 10th.

 Letters should be sent 
to office@lbc.org.au 

and marked  
'Letter to the Editor'

LBC CONTACT DETAILS:  
Email office@lbc.org.au Phone 9819 7160



Chaim Soutine (13 January 1893 – 9 August 1943) 
was a Belarussian Jewish painter whose life traversed 
a turbulent period of European and Jewish history. He 
was born in a shtetl and died in Vichy France fleeing 
from the Nazis.

Soutine left a lasting legacy of powerful, expressive 
paintings which captivate modern viewers and which 
have influenced many modern artists.  Soutine made 
a major contribution to the expressionist movement 
while living and working in Paris. His work provides 
links to pre-war Europe, the Nazi era, and the 
development of expressionism.

Nathan Moshinsky QC, himself an artist, has 
researched and prepared a powerpoint presentation 
which surveys Soutine’s life and work, including his 
involvement with Chaggall and other painters of “The 
School of Paris”, who emigrated to Paris from other 
parts of Europe seeking a place in the stimulating and 
evolving world of art.

2 SEPTEMBER 2022
Last one at LBC

HAVAYA will ALSO be Zoomed at the usual zoom link (with password)



live at lbc or please contact the office for online access

Support for some events comes in part from the City of Boroondara.

live at lbc or please contact the office for online access



live at lbc or please contact the office for online access

live at lbc or please contact the office for online accesslive at lbc or please contact the office for online access



live at lbc or please contact the office for online access live at lbc or please contact the office for online access

live at lbc or please contact the office for online access

live at lbc or please contact the office for online accesslive at lbc or please contact the office for online access



live at lbc or please contact the office for online access

live at lbc or please contact the office for online access


