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Strength in Community

After 20 years, we bid Rabbi Jonathan 
and Sue a fond farewell

see tributes across pages 5-10
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The 
Yamim 
Nora’im 

were 
celebrated 
for the first 

time in our 
sanctuary since 

2019. It was so 
good to see so many members 
returning to the shul to join 
the community. The number of 
members who attended in person 
was lower this year, no doubt due 
to Covid still very present in the 
community. We appreciate that 
we can offer an online option as 
well.  We are grateful to all of 
the volunteers who contributed 
to both the online and in-person 
services including those on 
security, the greeting table, and 
Zoom/YouTube desk.  

We celebrated the 20 years of 
service that Rabbi Jonathan 
has given to the community. 
Invitations were sent to the many 
organisations that Jonathan 
has worked with. We wanted to 
get a very wide representation 
of groups and organisations 
together to highlight his 
accomplishments and to say a 
heartfelt thank you. A special 
kiddush was held and Rabbi 
Jonathan’s achievements were 
noted. There will be another 
opportunity to thank Rabbi 
Jonathan and his family on the 
first Sunday in Chanukah. See 
details listed later in this edition.

The Management Committee is 
undertaking a strategic planning 
process. Advertising for a 
new rabbi is underway and a 
global search has begun. In the 
meantime, the Committee is also 
in active discussions with local 
rabbis to temporarily assist us 
with pastoral care, education and 
services. I will keep you informed 
of developments in future editions 
of Profile.

A big thank you is due to members 
who bought solar panels. How 

fortunate we are to have all the 
panels donated. What a green 
community we are becoming! 
They are now installed and are 
producing power to the grid. 
There is a proposal to install a 
dynamic screen that will show how 
much power is being produced in 
real time!

We have purchased three air 
purifiers. We want to ensure the 
safest conditions for all members 
who attend our sanctuary. 

The Biennial Conference of the 
Union for Progressive Judaism is 
being held in Sydney in November. 
Rabbi Jonathan and I will be there.  
Members of our community are 
welcome to attend. I attended a 
recent Presidents’ meeting and 
it is comforting to know that 
all our congregations have the 
same troubles and that we can 
work together to solve them. 
Membership is challenging for all. 
This results in less synagogue 
income and fewer volunteers and 
all those other issues that radiate 
from this point. Maybe there will 
be good ideas developed at the 
conference. Keep an eye out for 
the topics for discussion. The 
visiting speakers are stimulating, 
and each session will send the 
participants away with a lot to 
think about.

We hosted Anna Kislansky the 
CEO of IMPARJA, the Israel 
Movement for Reform and 
Progressive Judaism.  She 
spoke about the work of the 
organisation. The new Kitchen 
Group took advantage of the 
occasion to prepare its first $100 
kiddush. Julie-Anne produced a 
delightful table note advising who 
catered for this occasion.  This is 
the first of some advertising to 
encourage the community to use 
the in-house group to fundraise 
and spruce up kiddushim.

Netzer have moved into their 
new home at Beth Weizman 
in Hawthorn Road, Caulfield. 

Members are invited to attend 
whenever they are passing by. 

Progressive Judaism Victoria are 
now presenting B’tai Mitzvah 
students with tube stock. It’s 
hoped that this will help to make 
the link that as the tree grows so 
does their Judaism. 

We held a very lovely Shabbat 
thank you service with Rhondda 
Hall. She has been teaching our 
B’tai Mitzvah students for 10 
years in a voluntary capacity. She 
sang a duet with Julian and was 
presented with a kiddush cup. 
Many of her past students were 
in attendance. The Education 
Committee ran a beautiful kiddush 
catered by the Kitchen Group.  

We held the Bat Mitzvah of Miriam 
Dotson, who led the service 
beautifully. Miriam sang just 
before the Torah service.  The 
Kitchen Group demonstrated 
how delightfully a kiddush can be 
done.

Nathan Moshinsky gave a talk 
on the Belarussian artist Chaim 
Soutine. It was presented on the 
big screen with a good attendance 
on the morning of Fathers' Day.

Finally, it was wonderful to have 
the Leo Baeck Arts Committee 
run the first exhibition in our 
kiddush hall space since the Covid 
lockdown. “Water colours of 
Indian Synagogues” is a must see 
when you next visit. 

Michael Taft, LBC President

Presidential Musings

Can you help?
If you are or know a post BM 

teenager interested in  
participating in services, please 
let the office (office@lbc.org.au)  

or president Michael Taft 
(president@lbc.org.au) know 
so they can be scheduled in to 

upcoming services.
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We recently started the 
New Year, and then, 
on Simkhat Torah, we 

concluded the cycle of Torah 
readings and immediately rolled 
back and started reading again at 
the beginning.  

One of the Mishnaic teachers with 
the best name, Ben Bag-Bag, 
taught us nearly two thousand 
years ago: ‘Turn it and turn it, 
for everything is in it’.  Now, 
when we talk about exegesis, 
it means ‘reading out from the 
text’ (exe as in exit!).  A less 
common term is ‘isogesis’ and 
isogesis is the opposite – reading 
into the text!  And really, Ben 
Bag-Bag can only be right if 
we include isogesis.  Torah 
does not say anything specific 
about nuclear power, or invitro 
fertilisation, or the internet, or 
about cars. Conversely some 
things we can read out are 
definitely not what we want 
to hear: we can have slaves, 
and if they are not Israelites, 
they are our possession, and 
we can keep them for all time.  
We should stone to death our 
rebellious sons.  We should kill 
the Canaanites when we enter the 
land!  

By Ben Bag-Bag’s time, the 
scholars were adept at ‘explaining 
away’ or ‘skirting around’ the 
parts they found difficult.  They 
say over and over that God 
redeemed the Israelites from 
slavery in Egypt.  They skip over 
the fact, which must have been 
very pertinent to the affected 
generations, that they were 
slaves for hundreds of years 
before going free! 

So, over the many cycles of Torah 
reading I have experienced, I 
have indeed found new things, 
and discovered ways that some 
have been explained away, and 
found new resonances with 
things that I – or humanity – have 

learned.  One of them is about 
the juxtaposition of the first and 
second Torah portions.  The first 
is Bereshit – and sets humanity 
up to take care of God’s creation.  
This is such an elevated climax 
that, after all the other works 
of creation are described as 
‘tov’ (good), humanity is the 
last and only step described as 
‘tov m’od’ (‘excellent’).  And yet, 
the very next portion is Noakh, 
and we read how humanity has 
descended to evil – indeed so 
wicked that God decides to wipe 
almost all of them out, along with 
virtually all the innocent animals, 
and start again with Noakh and 
his family. This challenged the 
rabbis.  How could God have 
got it so wrong?  Should God 
have created humanity in the 
first place?  And they daringly 
concluded ‘no – but since we 
are here, we’d better make the 
best of it’!  Why is this so daring?  
Because they are effectively 
saying God made a mistake!   

The new reading, though, is one 
that we could only have come 
up with in our own generation. 
Humanity was so puny and tiny 
when compared to the scale 
of the heavens and the earth, 
the seas and the skies and the 
mountains, that if the world 
were to be destroyed, it had to 
be ‘God‘s doing’.  But a careful 
reading of the rainbow story 
has God at one point (Genesis 
8:21) saying ‘I will never again 
destroy humanity’.  Which leaves 
the opening to read ‘yes, but we 
humans could’.  And then the 
juxtaposition of Bereshit and 
Noakh becomes ‘You are here 
to take care of creation – but 
this is what can happen if you 
fail’.   Changing weather, record-
breaking rains, melting ice-caps, 
rising sea levels – we can read 
these two portions like this, in a 
way that no generation before us 
could imagine.  

Many years 
ago, a visiting 
rabbi working 
overseas gave 
the annual 
LBC lecture, 
and was 
strangely critical 
of my concerns about 
the environment.  "What does 
Torah and tradition say about 
the environment?" he asked 
rhetorically. "Judaism is about 
loving your neighbour, creating 
a just and fair society".  Well, it 
doesn’t take an Einstein to work 
out that if we don’t take more 
care of our environment, what 
Judaism or any religion says 
about anything else becomes 
increasingly irrelevant!  And it 
is also pretty clear that Torah 
and subsequent tradition is 
replete with instruction to 
respect the land, to care for the 
environment, to observe the 
rules and laws, so that the rain 
shall come in proper season 
and measure.  Maimonides, the 
RamBam, building on the work 
of those before him, developed 
the general commandment Ba’al 
Taskhit – you shall not waste, 
from the prohibition to cut down 
fruit trees (Deuteronomy 20:19-
20).    

This is not to say that the way 
we treat others, the health of 
our communities, the kindness, 
support, patience, inclusiveness, 
is not very important as well.  
And so, for the forty years of 
my rabbinate, I have tried to 
build and develop a kinder, more 
tolerant, understanding and 
respectful community, as well as 
to raise awareness of - indeed to 
sound the shofar and the alarm 
for the state of – the climate. 

This is my last article as Rabbi 
of LBC.  And it was the last cycle 
of Torah readings which I have 
concluded as a congregational 

Rabbinic ReflectionFROM THE RABBI

...continued overleaf

FINAL
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...continued

rabbi.  It was a very special 
honour – indeed, along with 
Chatan or Kallat Bereshit, it is the 
greatest honour in the Jewish 
year – to be called up as Chatan 
Torah, and especially with Sue 
as Kallat Bereshit.  It is quite 
symbolic – Sue has started our 
new year, still led by Torah, but 
which we will spend in a different 
community.  For, as we move to 
the Narara Ecovillage, we are 
combining both these very Jewish 
(though of course not exclusively 
Jewish) values; community and 
environment, to make them even 
more the very fabric of our daily 
lives. 

And as we come towards 
Chanukah, and our final festival 
and celebrations with LBC, 
we hope you’ll join us for the 

first candle, on Sunday 18th 
December. Chanukah is another 
festival of redemption. Judaism 
was saved from the oppression of 
the Seleucid Greek empire. And 
if you read the traditional Maoz 
Tzur, you’ll find many verses, each 
dedicated to one of the episodes 
of redemption from persecution in 
our history. And we can’t ignore 
the persecution - we can never 
allow the past to be forgotten.  
But it is not healthy for a religion 
to be predicated on persecution 
and survival.  It is not healthy 
to take every Israeli schoolchild 
to Yad Vashem and give them 
the message that Israel is here 
because of the Shoah. We have 
to be so much more positive. At 
Chanukah we celebrate bringing 
light into the world, and hope, 
and, of course, fried foods!   

We derive strength from 
community.  I know that these 
messages can extend beyond 
Judaism. I am sure that in future 
years we will be lighting the 
candles and celebrating diversity 
as we explain and celebrate 
Chanukah, as we’ll also learn 
about other faiths, and other 
festivals of light – and build a 
stronger community. 

Narara is a beautiful, peaceful 
place, bordered on 3 sides by the 
Strickland State Forest. There is 
accommodation for those who 
wish to visit.  Why don’t you come 
and see us when you are visiting 
Sydney or the Central Coast?  Just 
let us know you are in the vicinity!  
My email will not be changing: 
Jonathan@kerenblack.com.  

Rabbi Jonathan

LBC OFFICE CLOSED 
FOR THE SUMMER 
PERIOD from

Friday 9 December
and will re-open  
Wednesday 11 January 2023

Please note this is a little earlier than usual 
this year. All honours and Yahrzeit reminders 
over this period will be sent out prior to the 
office closing. You will either have to let the 
office know if you would like an honour for 
any services before 9th December OR just 
arrive at the service and let the Shammas 
know you would like an honour and we will 
do our best to arrange. People planning to 
attend via zoom can either email president@
lbc.org.au or private message the technical 
shammas to arrange on the day.

that LBC is a 
collection point 
for the Asylum 
Seekers Resource 
Centre?

Did you know

Simply drop off your items in the basket in 
the shul foyer and it will  go to the ASRC.

Please avoid tinned carbohydrates such as 
baked beans and spaghetti, but other canned 
and dried foods are welcome, as are toiletries, 
phone cards and supplies for babies.

Once again the LBC Community has 
donated generously to our HHD Mazon 

Appeal with all bags being  
donated to the ASRC
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‘Rabbi Jonathan, I recall when you asked me to chair the 
Ritual Committee 20 years ago. I said I didn’t know the first 
thing about ritual. Now I really do know that then, I had 
so much to learn. Thank you for your leadership over the 
years to this committee and so much more. You have left us 
with a Progressive siddur, “Mishkan T’filah”, and “Mishkan 
T’shuvah” for the Days of Awe. Not only that, but an enlarged 
sanctuary. I can hardly believe that 20 years have passed 
since you and I began working together on many projects 
and services. The LBC community has grown and developed 
under your leadership. We have so much to thank you for.’  
– Michael Taft, President

‘Guess who’s gonna miss you? The 20 years have flown by, 
and you leave us with so many positives. It was lovely having a 
‘musical’ and knowledgeable rabbi, with an overview that has 
made a lasting impression on us all. The Duband family and 
the other musos thank you for everything and wish you every 
success ‘up north’ – may you enjoy the next chapter of your 
life with good humour and in good health. To you, Sue and the 
children, so long for now – it’s been good to know you. Don’t 
disappear completely.’ – Maurice, Claire and the clan Duband

‘I will never forget that hellishly hot day in January 2003, with bushfire smoke blanketing the 
city, when I drove to Tullamarine to pick you all up. I don’t know what you thought you were 
in for, but you seemed happy to have arrived. At LBC, we were thrilled to welcome our new 
rabbi and his family, after four years of lay leadership and an extensive search process. We 
knew you would be a builder, and so it proved. With Sue’s support, you threw yourself into 
transforming LBC, driving the internal renovations of the sanctuary, improving our centre 
environmentally, editing and publishing our new siddur “Mishkan Tfilah”, and our machzor 
“Mishkan T’shuva”, along with many other innovations. In my own area of membership, 
you were very active and innovative, particularly with family-friendly chagim and outreach 
functions. You supported Progressive Judaism in our region, making sure that Progressive 
causes remain front and centre. A whole generation enjoyed and benefited from your 
pastoral care, teaching, leadership of services, festivals and life-cycle events – a wedding 
and a funeral in our case. We will miss you and Sue greatly, and we wish you and your 
children all the best on your new life journey.’  
– Jonathan Taft (Past President and membership chair)

After 20 years, we bid Rabbi Jonathan and Sue a fond farewell

FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN

special feature
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FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN ...continued

 
 
'You have been a wonderful example of a Reb – our teacher. Your earliest commitment (and 
perhaps founding) of the Jewish Environmental Group might have led one to expect that 
you would focus only on the Jewish communities in Melbourne. However, your inclusiveness 
in shul is matched by your conviction in the community that all of us – Jews and others – 
must pick up the challenges of multiculturalism, environmental change and do this as an 
integrated part of daily life. You do not walk away from difficult realities, as witnessed by 
your persistent pursuit of politicians with regard to the environment; and those in our LBC 
community and in the wider Jewish community who do not share your views on Palestine, the 
West Bank and Israeli politics. Over the years we know that these commitments have often 
meant doors closing for you, and that such responses caused you much pain. Our children 
have had the experience of you as a respected leader and a family friend, especially our 
youngest daughter, Zoe, who was in your first Bat Mitzvah celebrations when you arrived. 
The wonderful prayer book projects have left us with a lasting gift that embodies your spirit 
(as well as those on the various committees that worked with you) and brings the celebration 
of Judaism into our lives each year. Idealistic, determined, thoughtful and respectful: we 
salute you, Jonathan. May the paths ahead (and the gardens and house building) bring you to 
reflect on the sweetness of life. May you and the family be well and strong.'  
– Ruth Beilin and James Damman, Leah, Justin and Joanna, Xander, Otis, Rupert and Zoe

‘We want to say a heartfelt thank you for all your 
work over the years at LBC. You welcomed us into the 
community so warmly when we arrived from Sydney, and 
we’re so grateful for that. The highlight was Lilly and 
Chiara’s Bat Mitzvah days, starting with the preparation 
they undertook in the Sh’ma program. Your teaching 
and mentoring were so beneficial, and have definitely 
instilled a love of Judaism in so many of the young 
people who’ve come through. Also, it is no easy feat to 
keep teenagers engaged, especially through a pandemic, 
but somehow you managed! Many thanks from us, and 
best wishes to you and Sue for the next chapter.'  
– Danielle Clayman, Maurizio, Lilly and Chiara.

‘For revitalising our community, 
injecting your enthusiasm, showing 
us how to work with other faith 
communities, teaching us about the 
environment and leading by example, 
for being there when we’ve been sick or 
hurt and for connecting all of this to our 
Judaism – thank you. May you and Sue 
enjoy many exciting new challenges in a 
better climate.’  
– Dennis and Fairlie Nassau

‘I hope you will miss LBC because we will 
certainly miss you! You have guided us 
through a very innovative 20 years – new 
prayer books, a major refurbishment giving 
us the capacity to conduct High Holyday 
services ‘in-house’, sustainability initiatives 
such as solar panels and water tanks, the 
Noah’s Ark playground and a range of 
activities that involve members and help 
create community. We wish you well for 
your exciting new life.’  
– George and Kathy Deutsch 
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FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN ...continued

‘How the years have flown by, Jonathan! I 
remember you, Sue and the kids coming to dinner 
on your first night in Melbourne. You have done 
so much for the LBC community and for individual 
members – so much appreciated. You scared 
the daylights out of me when you persuaded me 
to take on editing Profile and, as a result of that 
challenge, I have learned so much. I also enjoyed 
running the Active Retirees program – another of 
your innovative ideas. Michael and I will remember 
fondly the social occasions that we shared with 
you and Sue. I wish you both all the very best for 
the new phase of your lives.’ – Ruth Taft

‘Your leadership has brought 
many changes to the focus of 
our congregation. I am sure 
you will be welcomed in your 
new home and continue to be 
involved and lead there too. 
Wishing you both much joy 
and challenges in your move to 
Narara Echo Village.’  
– Margaret Masur

‘Thank you for joining us in so many extracurricular activities in addition to supporting 
events in your regular roles and responsibilities. For two years running, you joined me 
in stomping up the stairs at the MCG for fitness and raising money and awareness for 
leukemia research. I wish you much good heath, happiness and satisfaction in the years to 
come. Please keep in touch. With love and respect.’ – Deborah Ogawa  

‘As Coordinator of the Care Group, I would like to thank 
you for the support you gave to our group and the 
LBC members who came under our care. You attended 
every committee meeting and provided valuable 
guidance for our sensitive work. As rabbi, you were 
informed if a member needed support and alerted Alan 
Feldman and myself so that an appropriate response 
could be made. You were involved in an extensive and 
varied educational program of care-related topics. I 
particularly appreciated your relationship with me and 
Alex, in particular your wonderful participation in the 
launch of my poetry anthology “Walk the Land” last 
year.’ – Rena Lopata

‘Thanks for your two decades of dedication and commitment to our community. We 
appreciate the enormous efforts you made on our behalf. Your contribution to increasing 
awareness of climate change and your efforts to make a positive difference to our futures 
has been amazing. We are also grateful for your efforts to improve communication between 
different religious groups. Your impact on LBC will be long-lasting. We wish you a very 
happy transition to the next stage in life.’  
– Suzanne, Gary, Jeremy, Rebecca and Natalie Adler
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FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN ...continued

‘It has been a great pleasure having you as rabbi at LBC. I am very sad that you are moving 
on and wish you all the best in the future. My very best wishes.’ – Fay Kaufman

‘Thank you for your tireless, enthusiastic and enlightened contribution to our community. 
You have (metaphorically) taken us to places that we need to explore, as Jews and members 
of our broader community. Our family has known only you as ‘our’ rabbi and we couldn’t 
be more grateful for your full and ready acceptance of Ginny as part of our Jewish family 
and community, and for the way you have been present and guided our family’s Jewish 
connection over your time, and especially for our significant life cycle moments.  Thank 
you for the way you have led, challenged and served LBC (notwithstanding some very 
“adventurous” Purim costumery!); always with compassion and care. May the next chapter 
for you and Sue, and for Mia and Ada, be filled with stimulating and healthy opportunities as 
you enjoy a well-earned reflection on your superb LBC innings.'  – Ron and Virginia Steiner

À la recherche du RJKB perdu: I pay homage to Marcel Proust and RJKB (Rabbi Jonathan 
Keren-Black) by paraphrasing the title of Proust’s monumental literary work (“À la recherche 
du temps perdu" – "In Search of Lost Time") that explores the nature of memory. The 
act of typing RJKB brings back a flood of images, in particular your heartfelt passion in 
environmental protection that you championed well before most people even knew what 
the word ecology meant; your leadership in instigating inter-faith dialogue with the Muslim 
and Christian communities; and your fervent belief that our community must welcome the 
stranger, no matter how strange that stranger may be. RJKB had, and still has, his principles 
and sticks to them. How good is that!' – Tom Beer

‘Our family acknowledges 
with grateful thanks 
all that you have done 
for us individually 
and as a group. We 
have appreciated your 
individual mentoring, 
friendship and teaching, 
and invigorating the shul 
community with wonderful 
new ideas and activities.’  
– Tanya Warms.
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FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN ...continued

‘You welcomed all members of my family 
consistently, and with kindness. This has 
also meant a lot to family members who are 
not Jewish. I believe this has contributed to 
the depth and richness of our community. 
I thank you for guiding my children and 
embracing queer lives in the process. Rabbi 
Jonathan reflects progressive, inclusive 
and Tikkun Olam values that I am forever 
grateful for.’ – Sarah Epstein

‘We call ourselves Progressive Jews 
and at the same time we like to hold 
strongly to our traditions. How do 
we know when it’s time to hold on 
to the past and when to move to the 
new? Many times and in many ways 
over the past 20 years, you have 
provided examples and opportunities 
of the tension between ‘progressive’ 
and ‘traditional’ and the tightrope 
we walk between them. A personal 
example: some few years ago, when 
I was offered a call-up, I rather 
nervously requested that, instead of 
the traditional order, you name the 
matriarchs before the patriarchs. I was 
nervous because I knew the change 
would be a huge break with traditional 
Jewish practice. At the same time, 
I had joined the tribe in large part 
because of LBC’s progressive values, 
valuing the equality of all people, 
LGBTQIA+, women, men, and I wanted 
the continuing role and strength 
of women in our tradition to be 
emphasised. You did as I requested, 
without asking for my rationale and 
without hesitation. I thought I was the 
only one asking for such breaking of 
tradition but found that I was probably 
not the first to request this change. 
There are many examples of your 
forward thinking and action – in your 
care for the individual, environment, 
interfaith initiatives, scholarship and 
community leadership but to me, the 
example par excellence is contained 
in our prayer books, “Mishkan T’filah” 
and “Mishkan T’shuvah”.  Co-leading 
the editorial team, you have gifted to 
us individually, the LBC congregation 
and the worldwide Progressive Jewish 
movement these beautiful, erudite, 
loving, challenging, thoughtful 
volumes which lead us through the 
core of our beliefs. Thank you, Rabbi 
Jonathan. Much love, and may your 
and Sue’s pathway continue to be 
sustained by study and tradition and 
enhanced by progressive insights and 
action.’ – Ailsa Jean

‘My first impression, when you started 
your tenure as rabbi at LBC more than 20 
years ago, was of enthusiasm – you had 
so many new ideas for our community and 
radiated so much energy that we couldn’t 
help but respond. During the years in which 
we worked together on the siddur and the 
machzor, I never ceased to be surprised 
by your depth and breadth of knowledge 
of Jewish customs and liturgy, and by the 
sheer grit and determination you showed 
in giving concrete form to your ideas and 
knowledge. LBC is so much richer for your 
years with us. Thank you, Jonathan!’  
– Linda Stern

‘You went out of your way to be there for 
me when I needed support. I will always 
remember you taking time to say a prayer 
after placing my Mezuzah. Even more 
importantly, you said some prayers over my 
grandfather's plot at Springvale cemetery. 
He had not had a proper funeral when he 
died. It was so meaningful for me.’  
– Mathel Gottlieb-Drucker
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FAREWELL RABBI JONATHAN ...continued

'You were with our family 
through some of the most 
significant times in our lives 
and we thank you.’  
– Julie-Anne, Nadine and 
Ethan 

‘Your commitment to Tikkun Olam, repairing the world, has been in evidence since you 
joined LBC. Your interfaith engagement, inclusiveness, enthusiasm for promulgating 
environmental issues, involvement with social justice, asylum seekers and Aboriginal 
welfare have demonstrated that your Judaism is not confined to the synagogue and its 
members or to Jewish ritual. You will leave our congregation having expanded our reach into 
the world, richer in spirit from your leadership. Best wishes to you and Sue for your much 
anticipated environmental adventure!’  
– Sandra Hacker

‘You always valued strong relationships with LBC members. You were especially attentive to 
my mother Margaret, who enjoyed your company, your connection with congregants of all 
ages, and the way you ran services, including the thought-provoking sermons, the ‘bit-by-
bit’ translation of parashiyot, and of course the emphasis on beautiful music. L’dor vador: 
through you, we maintained mum and dad’s long-standing involvement in LBC and mum 
especially learned a lot about the environment. Even that tradition has continued with your 
expertise on electric vehicles proving valuable to us recently! Jonathan, you were extremely 
warm and understanding at mum’s funeral and minyan last year, and we will always 
remember that fondly. We wish you and Sue the very best for your post-LBC lives.’  
– Tony Heselev, Sian Hughes and family

‘Thank you for suggesting edits for my 
booklet “Challenges facing Israel at 60”, 
guiding me through my adult Bar Mitzvah, 
providing a platform for discussion of refugee 
issues, and speaking at a rally organised by 
Jews for Refugees outside the office of Josh 
Frydenberg in December 2020. Best wishes 
for your next congregation!’  
– Robin Rothman

‘Thank you for your amazing 
work with all the young people of 
the congregation. Your genuine 
enthusiasm and attention to 
them and their opinions is greatly 
appreciated, and has set them up 
so well for the next stages of their 
lives!’   
– Jennifer Balint
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SPECIAL FEATURE - EULOGY FOR DOROTHEA TROPP-BOAS

special feature

We gather together 
in sadness but also 
in thanks as we lay 

Dorothea’s body to its final 
resting place here today, and 
truly mark the end of an era. 

Dorothea was born in Newcastle 
when it was the centre of the 
steel industry. Her father, Harold, 
worked as a manager at the local 
coal mine. Her mother, Esther, 
was from Melbourne. Harold 
occasionally took her to the 
Newcastle shul that is still there, 
though they did not have a very 
religious upbringing. 

When Dorothea was 15, in 
1937, Harold lost his job in 
the Depression. They came to 
Melbourne because of Esther’s 
family - this was Dorothea’s 
first real experience of Jewish 
relatives and Judaism. She 
trained as a physical education 
teacher and also began doing 
ballet after work. Evidently, she 
showed talent, and, despite 
starting at a relatively late age, 
joined the Australian Ballet, 
founded by Edouard Borovansky, 
and worked under his direction 
for some time.  

Two years after they came to 
Melbourne, Harold died and that 
same year, a young man named 
Theo Tropp arrived in Australia, 
having spent six weeks in 
Dachau following his arrest over 
Kristalnacht. He was a trained 
physiotherapist but was allowed 
to work here only as a masseur. 
Keen to set up his business in 
exercise and weight loss, he was 

introduced to Dorothea to help 
him. Once the war started, he 
signed up for the army and as an 
alien was sent to Echuca, leaving 
Dorothea to run the business. 
Clearly things developed into 
more than an employer/employee 
relationship, and they became 
engaged. She then left the ballet, 
but retained the idea that she 
always had to be fully made up 
with eyebrows, lipstick and hair – 
we all know how meticulous she 
was about how she presented 
herself, even in the last few 
months.

Theo had a traditional 
background and wanted to have 
a Jewish home, so Dorothea met 
Rabbi Dr Sanger, and he told 
her to start by lighting Shabbat 
candles. Theo was given leave 
to get married in 1944, before 
having to return to the army. 
Baby Fred was born in 1947 and 
the new parents were overjoyed. 
Subsequently two more children, 
Hal and Marleen, joined the 
family.

When living in Glen Iris, TBI was 
establishing an Eastern Suburbs 
group, which they enthusiastically 
joined.  Dorothea ran a youth 
group during the time that 
congregation was at Lorne Grove, 
Camberwell. When they moved to 
South Yarra, they rejoined TBI, 
and Rabbi Sanger officiated at the 
B’tai Mitzvah ceremonies of the 
three children in turn.

Theo wanted to lose his Germanic 
accent and style and be 'a real 
Australian', and joined the public 

speaking club Rostrum, where 
he met Bern Boas, a ‘real Aussie 
Jew’, who was coaching. Theo and 
Bern, with their wives Dorothea 
and Rose, became friends.

Apart from being a mum and 
running the home, Dorothea 
was teaching exercise classes 
three nights a week and physical 
education at Christchurch 
Grammar, while also acting as 
Theo’s receptionist. But she 
wanted to do more, and started 
studying matriculation at night 
school, later graduating as a 
social worker. 

Tragically, Theo died suddenly 
in 1981. Dorothea was only 59, 
and in shock. This commenced a 
long grief process, and personal 
exploration. Her best friend, Peg 
Bethune, saw she was depressed, 
and introduced her to Siddha 
Yoga. Through this process 
she discovered the power of 
meditation, and also undertook 
personal and sometimes radical 
therapy. When she emerged from 
this tragic loss, she was in some 
ways quite a different person.

By the time she was 65, she was 
forced to retire, suffering from 
pneumonia after Theo’s death. 
Bern, whose wife Rose had 
also died, had started courting 
her. Her relationship with Bern 
developed and, as he was leading 
services at LBC, she again 
became involved with the LBC 
community.

In 1992 they married. Bern 
taught her Hebrew and helped 
her to read Torah. In her 70s, 

...continued overleaf

A woman of substance, style  
and great resilience 
The following is a condensed version of the eulogy for Dorothea Tropp-Boas 
(26/01/1922 – 2/10/2022), written by Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black.
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EULOGY ...continued  |   RHONDDNA HALL  |  SOLAR PANELS

special feature
she celebrated a belated Bat 
Mitzvah at LBC, as she had 
never had the opportunity 
as a child. Bern was an 
enormous support and 
strength, a rock in a life that 
had had many challenges.

They joined a meditation 
group at LBC and when the 
leader left, she and Bern 
took it over. In 2003, when I 
had just arrived In Australia, 
Dorothea and I attended 
an interfaith service at 
St Paul’s Cathedral in 
Melbourne, and on hearing 
about her group phone link 
experience, we came up with 
our own Telelink idea for the 
housebound members of the 
Leo Baeck Congregation. 
She devised three questions 
each week – and then sent a 
summary of the discussions 
– and this continued every 
week for more than 12 years! 

When Dorothea could no 
longer support Bern at home, 
and he moved to Camberwell 
Manor, she started a life 
stories group there. Sadly, 
this was another drawn-out 
loss, and Bern died in 2011. 
Dorothea’s middle child, 
Hal, was diagnosed late with 
illness and she was very 
knocked about by this. 

After having a heart attack 
and being in intensive 
care, she agreed to move 
to Broughton Lea, where 
she started yet another 
discussion group. Dorothea 
was a fighter to the end. Her 
middle name was resilience.  
She was always a helper 
and trying to do good. 
She was an old-style lady, 
of grace, elegance, style, 
sophistication and warmth, 
with a quirky and wicked 
sense of humour.  

May her memory be for a 
blessing to all who knew her.

As a thank you for 
teaching B’tai Mitzvah 
students, Rhondda 
Hall was given a 
kiddush cup at the 
Shabbat service 
on August 27th.  It 
was wonderful to 
see so many of her 
past students in 
the sanctuary that 
morning. There 
were many members 
present that morning 
who enjoyed the 
service and the 
kiddush afterwards. 
Everyone had an 
opportunity to thank 
Rhondda for her many 
years of teaching and 
conveying the love of 
leyning the Torah. 

Rhondda Hall, honoured for her 
work with B’tai Mitzvah students   

Special thanks to those members of the community  
who responded and made donations to enable this  

project to be fully funded. 

solar panels
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REFUGEE COORDINATOR NEEDED  |  RECENT B'TEI MITZVAH

Recent B'Tei Mitzvah 

Refugee coordinator needed  
The Leo Baeck community has been asked to help refugees in a practical, meaningful and satisfying way 
through a new national ‘community sponsorship’ program known as CRISP (see below). Based on a popular 
40-year-old Canadian model, locals form a group to welcome and support a refugee household. 

They meet the new arrivals at the airport and help them settle into their new home and community. Ongoing 
support might include help navigating Centrelink, driving lessons, or introducing them to a local business 
looking for staff.

How you can help
Community Refugee Sponsorship 
Australia (CRSA) is delivering the 

program and seeking local groups of 
five or more adults to put their hands 
up. Local clubs, businesses and faith 

groups can form these groups. CRSA is 
asking local communities to make their 

congregations aware of the program and 
encourage them to participate. 

The ’CRISP’ program
After years of research and advocacy, the Federal 
Government announced the CRISP program (Community 
Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot) in December last 
year. From this year until 2025, the program will support 
1,500 refugees referred by the UNHCR to the Australian 
Government for resettlement. 

Community sponsorship of refugees has the potential 
to enlarge Australia’s refugee resettlement quota in this 
term of government. Now is the time to get involved at a 
practical level. If you want to participate, please contact 
the LBC office.

ARTICLE

Sammy

Miriam
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B’NAI B’RITH NEWS 

B’nai B’rith news   
Along with other LBC members, I am a member 
of B’nai B’rith Hatikvah Unit which celebrates its 
30th birthday in October. Many more LBC members 
belong to the other B’nai B’rith Victoria Units – Raoul 
Wallenberg, Melbourne Mitzvah and Gesher-Rabin.

Hatikvah Unit’s annual fundraiser profits are 
always split equally between the B’nai B’rith Israel 
Commission’s Guide Dog project and another equally 
worthy charity. This year the money will go to the 
Ukraine appeal.

Nearly all of our meetings take place at the LBC and 
we are appreciative of this and give a donation each 
year in thanks.

Hatikvah Unit’s major project is making and donating 
calico dolls to the Surgical Unit of the Royal Children’s 
Hospital to assist children facing medical treatment 
and/or operations. The dolls are used to explain to 
children what their procedure will entail and which 
part of their body will be affected. They can also 
decorate the dolls themselves and, of course, take 
them home with them. This project has continued 
through the Covid restrictions.

Other B’nai B’rith Units have their own projects and 
there are others that are “overseen” by B’nai B’rith 
Victoria.

B’nai B’rith Victoria was established just over 75 years 
ago and there is only one surviving member from that 
time – my uncle and LBC member, Professor Ron Taft.

Paula Messer

ARTICLE

The Inaugural Raoul Wallenberg Day

Raoul Wallenberg Unit of B’nai B’rith is pleased to 
announce that the INAUGURAL RAOUL WALLENBERG 
DAY is to be held at 
11 am on Sunday 15 January 2023 
at the St Kilda town hall, generously hosted by the  
City of Port Phillip.

save the date
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PHOTO GALLERY

The beautiful flowers that decorate our 
Shul every High Holy Days come from 
“Native Blooms and Foliage” East Kew

Sukkot

Screening 'Blessed Thorn', a new play about 
Barukh Spinoza, prior to the S’lichot service

Launch of Synagogues of India exhibition

Afternoon tea run by the Care group 
 - Chanukah 2019

Masterchef Jon at Sukkot
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EVENT - MITZVAH DAY

Activities that will be offered: 
Put a blue cord on your tallit. 

Register to lbcassist@lbc.org.au to let us know how much wool or 
tzitzit we need!

Donate Blood, Get education, Drive carpool to blood 
donating appointment

Let us know by emailing lbcassist@lbc.org.au if you want to be 
driven to Australian Red Cross Lifeblood in Caufield to give blood 
on Mitzvah Day.  We have limited appointments set aside for LBC 
and spaces reserved in the car(s). If you want to learn more about 
donating blood, stop by the booth set up at LBC to ask about it!

Make food for Nourish program

We'll be mixing up some muffins to donate to the hungry.

Create greeting cards to take home or donate

Come and make greeting cards to send to friends and family, 
or leave to be donated to LBC's Care group to send out to the 
community.

Feel free to 
drop in for 

some or join 
for the whole 

time.

For more information, please email or call Tanya at  
tlwarms@gmail.com / 0418 422 332

Find out more about Mitzvah Day at mitzvahday.org.au

MITZVAH DAY 
We are excited that

is coming up soon! 

Mitzvah Day is when Jewish communities all over the world 
undertake a Mitzvah on the same day to make a  
"positive difference to our world by taking action – together."  
Read more here: https://mitzvahday.org.au/ 

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2022
This year Mitzvah Day is celebrated on  

Drop in for a bit, stay for it all.   

3pm  
to 5pm

at LBC

Support for some 
events comes in 

part from the City of 
Boroondara
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Mazal tov, David Nathan  
David Nathan was awarded a Silver Emu 
medallion at Gembrook scout camp recently 
in recognition of his outstanding service to 
scouting.

His award was presented by Phil Harrison, the 
Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia. David 
has served the scouting movement for many 
decades. 

The Silver Emu is given to scouts for 
distinguished service to Scouts Australia by an 
Adult Member. The citation says: “The recipient 
will have been active in a leadership role for 
a period of at least four or five years since 
they received the Award of the Silver Koala. 
It is expected that such further distinguished 
service is at a consistently high level, over a 
number of assignments resulting in further 
significant contributions.”

MAZAL TOV, DAVID NATHAN  |  KIDDUSHIM

ARTICLE

Now we can meet 
again for services, and 
we have a wonderful 
renovated kitchen, the 
Kitchen Group is pleased 
to announce that 
kiddushim are available 
for sponsorship. 

KIDDUSHIM It’s your birthday? A yahrzeit?  
The anniversary of your bar or bat-mitzvah?  
Why not sponsor a Kiddush? 

Available for $50, $100, or $200. 
We cater for about 30 people 
for a Kiddush.  

Contact the Office 
to learn more.

SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2022
This year Mitzvah Day is celebrated on  

Drop in for a bit, stay for it all.   
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EVENT - NETZER'S HOUSE WARMING KAB SHAB  |  CANDIDATES’ FORUM
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November 2022 Kheshvan • Kislev 5783

Wed 2 November 2022 | 8 Kheshvan
• 19:30 Deborah's Well - topic to be advised (in 

person meeting)

Thu 3 November 2022 | 9 Kheshvan
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 4 November 2022 | 10 Kheshvan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS 

Sat 5 November 2022 | 11 Kheshvan
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE 

Tue 8 November 2022 | 14 Kheshvan
• 18:30 Meet the Candidates

Fri 11 November 2022 | 17 Kheshvan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 
• 17:00 Intro to Judaism
• 18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat musical service

Sat 12 November 2022 | 18 Kheshvan
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 13 November 2022 | 19 Kheshvan
• 16:30 Jewish Jam 

Thu 17 November 2022 | 23 Kheshvan
• All day UPJ Biennial (in Sydney)

Fri 18 November 2022 | 24 Kheshvan
• All day UPJ Biennial (in Sydney)
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 19 November 2022 | 25 Kheshvan
• All day UPJ Biennial (in Sydney) 
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 20 November 2022 | 26 Kheshvan
• All day UPJ Biennial (in Sydney) 
• 15:00 Mitzvah Day

Fri 25 November 2022 | 1 Kislev
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 
• 18:00 Shabbat Pizza Dinner- Sh'ma Family

Sat 26 November 2022 | 2 Kislev
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 28 November 2022 | 4 Kislev
• All day LBC OFFICE CLOSED THIS WEEK. 28 

Nov to 2 Dec (will re-open Wed 7 December 
for 3 days only)

11

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the not-
for-profit, Melbourne-based funeral 

service for members of the Progressive, 
Conservative and the wider Jewish 

community. Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam 
prides itself on its caring and responsive 
Progressive service. Funds generated are 

returned to the Jewish community.

Rhonda Nirens JP, Executive Director  
and Funeral Director

rhonda@jewishfunerals.org.au  
03 9883 6237 for immediate need 24/7
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Sunday 18th Dec  First night

Monday 19th Dec  2nd night

Tuesday 20th Dec 3rd night

Wednesday 21st Dec 4th night

Thursday 22nd Dec 5th night

Friday 23rd Dec  6th night

Saturday 24th Dec 7th night

Sunday 25th Dec  8th night

EVENT - CHANUKAH

COME & SHARE the 
SUNDAY SIZZLE

for the first night of Chanukah 

Community Farewell to 
Rabbi Jonathan and family

Sunday 18th December | 6pm - 8pm 

Please join us at LBC for the first night of Chanukah for a  
pescatarian BBQ and Community Farewell  

to Rabbi Jonathan and his family.   
Bring a salad, dessert or drink to share.  

Give Rabbi Jonathan and the  
Keren-Black family a heartfelt  

send-off while lighting the menorah 
at LBC. We will be thanking the 

family for all of their contributions 
to LBC, Progressive Judaism, 
community and multicultural 

relationships.

If you would like to contribute to the gifts, 
please do so using this link: 

https://www.trybooking.com/CAJYG
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December 2022 Kislev • Tevet 5783

Thu 1 December 2022 | 7 Kislev
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 2 December 2022 | 8 Kislev
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS 

Sat 3 December 2022 | 9 Kislev
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 4 December 2022 | 10 Kislev
• 10:30 HoS: Discussion on Uluru Statement 

from the Heart 

Wed 7 December 2022 | 13 Kislev
• LBC Office re-opens (for 3 days only)

Fri 9 December 2022 | 15 Kislev
• All day LBC OFFICE CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER 

PERIOD from Friday 9 December and will re-
open Wednesday 11 January

• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 
• 17:00 Intro to Judaism
• 18:30 Kabbalat Shabbat musical service

Sat 10 December 2022 | 16 Kislev
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 11 December 2022 | 17 Kislev
• 10:30 HoS: Discussion of "troublesome" texts 

Thu 15 December 2022 | 21 Kislev
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 16 December 2022 | 22 Kislev
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 

Sat 17 December 2022 | 23 Kislev
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 18 December 2022 | 24 Kislev
Chanukah: 1 Candle 
• 18:00 Chanukah BBQ for 1st night Chanukah 

and Community Farewell to Rabbi Jonathan 
and family

Mon 19 December 2022 | 25 Kislev
Chanukah: 2 Candles 

Tue 20 December 2022 | 26 Kislev
Chanukah: 3 Candles 

Wed 21 December 2022 | 27 Kislev
Chanukah: 4 Candles 

Thu 22 December 2022 | 28 Kislev
Chanukah: 5 Candles 

Fri 23 December 2022 | 29 Kislev
Chanukah: 6 Candles 
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 24 December 2022 | 30 Kislev
Chanukah: 7 Candles 
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 25 December 2022 | 1 Tevet
Chanukah: 8 Candles 

Mon 26 December 2022 | 2 Tevet
Chanukah: 8th Day 
• NO SH'MA OR BM

Fri 30 December 2022 | 6 Tevet
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 31 December 2022 | 7 Tevet
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

12

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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January 2023 Tevet • Sh’vat 5783

Mon 2 January 2023 | 9 Tevet
• NO SH'MA OR BM

Thu 5 January 2023 | 12 Tevet
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 6 January 2023 | 13 Tevet
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 7 January 2023 | 14 Tevet
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Mon 9 January 2023 | 16 Tevet
• NO SH'MA OR BM

Wed 11 January 2023 | 18 Tevet
• LBC Office re-opens

Fri 13 January 2023 | 20 Tevet
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks 

Sat 14 January 2023 | 21 Tevet
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Thu 19 January 2023 | 26 Tevet
• 20:00 B'yachad singing group

Fri 20 January 2023 | 27 Tevet
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 21 January 2023 | 28 Tevet
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 22 January 2023 | 29 Tevet
• 16:30 Jewish Jam 

Fri 27 January 2023 | 5 Sh’vat
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 28 January 2023 | 6 Sh’vat
• 09:00 Weekly Torah study
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE

Sun 29 January 2023 | 7 Sh’vat
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

01

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

Disclaimer
Our online activity/services will be streamed by 
or on behalf of LBC. A recording (excerpt or full 

broadcast) may be published to the LBC YouTube 
channel, website and/or Facebook page which 

may be accessed by the public. By participating 
in this online activity/service you consent to the 

activity/service, including your screen name, 
image or voice (if applicable) being recorded 
and published in the public domain. Please 
note that LBC cannot be held liable for any 

indirect, incidental, special and/or consequential 
damages or loss which result from the recording 

and publication of this activity/service.

Sh'ma 2023
Do you have a child between grade 3  

and their Beit Mitzvah? 
Join the Sh’ma program, a Jewish learning 

program for kids at LBC on Monday 
afternoons. 

Kids learn Hebrew and Jewish knowledge 
and make Jewish friends.

for more information, email shma@lbc.org.au

Next year’s classes start 6th Feb 2023
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

Community Happenings

SIGNIFICANT 
BIRTHDAYS

We welcome new and returning 
Members and Friends: WELCOME TO  

NEW MEMBERS  
AND FRIENDS

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
Jonathan Epstein
Jo Cohen
Sharon Marmor
Jonathan Shiff
Claire Duband
Philip Brass
Linda Stern
Maurice Duband
Stephanie Opeskin

Lesley Shipton

Erin Gardner
Fay Kaufman
Craig Goldblatt
Sara Ciesielski
Rita Erlich
David Harvey
Troy Harvey
Lorna Friedman
Danielle Dotson
George Svenger

SIGNIFICANT 
ANNIVERSARIES 

50th Geoffrey & Shirley Shiff
20th Michael & Stephanie Sibel
30th Ron & Ginny Steiner
40th Alan & Ruth Jacobs

MAZAL TOV

JANUARY
Michael Polack
Sam Heselev
Jennifer Gold
Brenda Brook
Leon Bloom

Katherine Filcoff for earning her 6-star in 
the Post BM program (see right).

Michael and Chrys Polack on their son 
Robbie’s upcoming marriage to Mint 
Pimolpu.

Mia Black on settling into her new home and 
teaching job in Putney, London.  

Jonathan Barnett, Patricia Fenner and Tanya 
Warms for joining the LBC Committee of 
Management. 

Shirley and Geoffrey Shiff on the arrival of two more grandchildren, their 
daughter Katie and her partner Patrick had a daughter Ella, and their 
son Julian and his wife Jess had a son Noah in New York. Two more great 
grandchildren for Jaye Daniel. 
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

OUR VOLUNTEERS

OUR DONORS (FOR THE PERIOD 1 AUGUST 2022 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 2022)

Gratitude

Felix Menke, Margaret Pogos, Alison Harcourt, Margaret Masur, Lorraine Duband, Paul Messer, Ruth & Michael 
Taft, Julian & Jennifer Duband, Maurice & Claire Duband; Rechnic – Isaacs family, David & Barbara Mushin, 
Anne Freadman, Ben Steiner, Sue & Barry Aarons, Stephen & Karen Kaye, Joseph & Rebecca Joseph, Annette 
McCleery, Renee Shapero, Valerie Silberberg, Leah Mow-Yoffee, Susie Taft, Paul Grinwald, Peter & Judi Schiff, 
Jonathan & Margaret Taft, Anonymous. 

Please note that High Holy Day donations will be reflected in the next edition of Profile.

Karl Charikar, Danielle Dotson, Cheryl Soafkin, Sharon Marmor, Sue Aarons, Tom Beer, Jeanne Isaacs-Armitage, 
Karen Silberberg, Ruth Taft, Tony Heselev.

Condolences to:
Jini Grinwald on the death of her brother, Albert Ring. 

Alison Harcourt and Pierre Harcourt on the death of Margery Redelman, cousin of the late 
Richard Harcourt. 

Marleen Susman and Fred Tropp-Asher on the death of their mother, Dorothea Tropp-Boas.

Claire and Maurice Duband and family on the death of Claire’s brother, Wally Goliath. 

May their memory be a blessing to their families and to all who knew them.

Condolences

GRATEFUL THANKS TO: 

We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.

We thank all the members involved in our various groups, in addition:  

HIGH HOLY DAY THANK YOUS  

Michelle Langer/Duband, Julian Duband, Lawrence Splitter, Lisa Grossman, Maurice Duband, Julie-Anne 
Lilienthal, Aya Tamir Regev, Richard Ormsby, Bette Opitz, Dena Burgess, Caroline Rose, Zoe Bell, Janet Bau, 
Len Britton, Ron Exiner, George Deutsch, Sharene Hambur, Jon Taft, Albert Isaacs, Robert Redlich, Sue Black, 
Sammy Kentwell, Jonah Kentwell, Jonah Blake Charikar, Alice Balint, Hamish Wass, Felix Sebel, Jacob Cina, 
Miriam Dotson, Mark Lubansky, Elliott Hannan, Elliott Fromm, Tom Marek, Daniel Warmbrand, Sharene Hambur, 
Sahar Gutman, Tanya Warms, Jack Cohen, Sue Solomon, Susan Rose, Hugh Berryman Brook, Lisa Sylvan, 
Alan Harvey, Deborah Ogawa, Alan Feldman, Patricia Fenner, Jen Glaser, Stephen Hacker, Pierre Harcourt, 
Caroline Oblak, Michael Levi, Michael Taft, Dave Filcoff, Rebecca Lubansky, Karen Silberberg, Ayal Marek, Ruth 
Leibowitz, Karl Charikar, Linda Stern. 

The following assisted with the services over the High Holy Days:
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Zwinger Library Report 

LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com

Thank you to Susie Taft and family for 
donating lots of books, which have now 
been catalogued. Some will go ‘free to a 
good home’.

One of Susie’s donations is a wonderful 
book called “Ketuba” with beautiful 
designs for wedding certificates.  
  

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft, Julie-Anne Lilienthal and Tony Heselev.  
Formatting by Jane Green from EverlastingMagicDesign. 

Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the President/s or Committee of Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. 
Advertisements will be accepted; contact the office for details.

Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  
No PP 325 999 10035

Editors’ note 
Please note that the deadline for the February newsletter will be January 9th 2023.

The following edition will cover March/April/May, incorporating Purim, Pesach and Shavuot.  
The deadline for that edition will be Monday 6th February 2023.

Apologies
Apologies to Judi Schiff for two errors which appeared 

on page 19 of the previous edition of Profile:

Column 2, paragraph 2, 1958 should read 1985

Column 3, paragraph 1, Raul should be spelled Raoul

 Letters should be sent 
to office@lbc.org.au 

and marked  
'Letter to the Editor'

LBC CONTACT DETAILS:  
Email office@lbc.org.au Phone 9819 7160

Anybody interested in the creation of this book can see a great exhibition at the State Library.  
For a sneak preview, see https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on/world-book

Also, thank you to Helen Selby and Shirley Cass for their book 
donations, and to my volunteers, Helen Wolfram and Gillian 
Lubansky, for your help and support in the past year. Due to Covid, 
our time at the library was reduced but we have done lots of 
weeding, adding and tidying the library shelves.

We encourage anybody visiting LBC to browse in our library. If you 
see a book of interest, you can borrow it for up to four weeks.

Wishing everyone a Happy New Year for 5783.

Happy reading, Terri Nathan  
(Zwinger Library Convenor).



Support for some events comes in part from the City of Boroondara.
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