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Purim is almost upon us. 
Chag Sameach to all as 
we celebrate our survival 

against the odds all those 
years ago. It is always fun for 
the young and the young at 

heart to wear costumes to show 
that all is not what it seems, while 

remembering that there are always those who seek 
to destroy us in every generation. 

Congratulations to all the students in the Year 12 
class of 2022 in our community.  I hope you have 
all been rewarded with a place at university or been 
given a place in your chosen pathway.

Rabbi Jonathan’s last service as our rabbi was the 
Beit Mitzvah of Isaac Field. It was attended by many 
congregants. It was a very pleasant day for kiddush 
and mingling in the courtyard. Rabbi Jonathan will be 
back with us from time to time as our rabbi emeritus. 

Rabbi Esther Jilovsky from Temple Sinai, Wellington, 
paid us a surprise visit while she was in Melbourne 
on holiday. She was to have given us a drash on 
7 January, however, she lost her voice (although 
testing negative to Covid). The drash was read 
on her behalf by service leader Dana Zeimer. It is 
hoped that we can organise a return visit from Rabbi 
Jilovsky later this year.

Since last writing, we have also celebrated the B’nei 
Mitzvot of Henry Snell and Alex Redlich. A hearty 
Mazal Tov to Henry, Alex and their families. And we 
are also looking forward to the Beit Mitzvah of Victor 
Azubel.

We paid our respects to community members Stan 
Gorr and Chrysanthe (Chrys) Polack. Memorial 
services were held at LBC in their honour.

Our dance class has finally resumed after a two-
year Covid break. A very enthusiastic group now 
meets each Tuesday morning at 10am for an hour-
long class with Rosie Tusia. The class will be free 
for six months! This is courtesy of a grant from 
the Boroondara Council. Join us if you are free. No 
previous dance experience is necessary.

Both Rabbi Aviva Kipen and Rabbi Fred Morgan have 
begun working in our community. Rabbi Fred and 
his wife, Sue, have just returned from a New Zealand 
holiday, and will take a group to the Caucasus just 
after Pesach, returning in time for Shavuot. The 
rabbinic search committee has spoken via Zoom to 
several rabbis who are interested in our position. In 
the interim, our weekly shabbat and festival services 

continue to be lay-led together with rabbinic 
counselling and support. We hope you had a chance 
to read in the previous Profile about these rabbis 
who will be supporting us during the time of not 
having an employed rabbi. We are very grateful to 
them, and should you need support please contact 
me or the office.

Finally, Pesach is not far away. I take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a very happy Pesach. 

Full details of the community seder and services are 
to be found below and later in this edition of Profile. 

Michael Taft, LBC President

Presidential Musings

BOOK NOW: 
https://www.trybooking.com/CGAAI

WEDNESDAY APRIL 5 
FROM 6.00PM FOR A PROMPT 6.30PM START

Cost: $30 adults, $20 kids under 13, 
kids under 5 free. 

PLEASE JOIN OUR  
COMMUNITY  
in a vibrant and  
inspirational  

seder  
experience  

THE 1ST NIGHT OF 

pesach
led by 
Rabbi Morgan

A fish or vegetarian dish as a main, soup, wine and 
all seder provisions will be provided. When booking, 

each family will be given the option of bringing either 
a salad, cooked vegetables or dessert. 

Dietary restrictions will be catered for.

Do bring your family Haggadah with you or we will supply
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The enduring inspiration 
of the Exodus story 

As I write these lines in late 
January, we’re reading the 
opening portions from the 

Book of Shemot in the synagogue, 
with their focus on the story of 
the exodus of the Jewish people 
from Egyptian bondage. This 
same story is the theme of the 
festival of Pesach, probably only a 
few weeks away as you read these 
words. 

I’d like to share with you a drash 
I delivered recently at TBI on the 
Exodus story and its impact on 
two truly great American thinkers 
and activists. Indeed, for these 
two figures, ‘thought’ and ‘action’ 
are simply two iterations of the 
same thing.  

I always admired Jacinda Ardern, 
the New Zealand Prime Minister, 
for her strength and resilience, 
her ability to show empathy 
and at the same time make 
tough choices. Her surprise 
resignation leads me to reflect 
on what it takes to be a leader, 
the qualities that leaders display 
and the stories that inspire 
them. To explore leadership on a 
deeper level I’d like to share the 
narratives of two other leaders 
whose names have appeared 
recently in my newsfeeds and 
who had an outsized impact on 
the world.  

The first is Martin Luther King 
Jr. My Sydney colleague Rabbi 
Rafi Kaiserblueth reminds us 
in the UPJ newsletter that the 
celebration of Martin Luther 
King’s birth took place in the 
USA in mid-January. If King were 
alive, he would have turned 94, a 
not inconceivable age nowadays. 
Instead, he was assassinated at 
39, and his birthdate became a 
federal holiday in US.  

I imagine that everyone in our 
community has heard of King. 

Not so the second leader I’m 
remembering. That is the Polish-
American Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel, whose 50th Yahrzeit 
(the Hebrew anniversary of his 
death) fell just a few days before 
MLK Day. Heschel was one of the 
greatest Jewish thinkers of the 
20th century, his influence on 
rabbis and scholars and through 
them the Jewish community at 
large has been immense. 

These men have several things 
in common. First and foremost, 
they were both very consciously 
influenced by the chapters from 
Torah that we’re reading now 
in the synagogue, the opening 
chapters of the Book of Shemot/
Exodus, and the story they tell. 
MLK’s famous clarion call comes 
straight out of our narrative: 
as Moses says to Pharaoh, so 
King said to the powerbrokers in 
America, “Let my people go!” His 
great “I have a dream” speech 
in Washington DC draws directly 
on the prophetic tradition and 
imagery of the Hebrew Bible.  He 
draws on the very words of Isaiah 
and Micah.  

In a similar way, Heschel saw the 
story of the Exodus as being at 
the heart of Jewish experience. 
Pharaoh’s Egypt represents 
ill-faith (what we now call “fake 
news”) and religious bigotry 
everywhere and in every age, 
and the goal of the religious life 
for the Jew is to pursue religious 
freedom and a just society; he 
certainly defended the Jewish 
community against oppression – 
Heschel campaigned vigorously 
on behalf of the Soviet Refuseniks 
in the late 1960s – but also for all 
peoples who are treated unjustly.

Let’s think about this for a 
moment. It’s truly remarkable 
to realise that King and Heschel 
were inspired by the Exodus 
story, and without that story, 
their stories would have been 
totally different. They felt the 

Exodus in 
their souls 
and retold 
the story in 
their deeds. 
It might help if 
we reframe that: 
they saw that the 
Exodus story introduces the very 
idea of freedom into the human 
story and experience. 

Without it, slavery would still 
define human societies. Indeed, 
we have not yet overcome 
slavery, certainly not in the way 
that King and Heschel understood 
it; but the very fact that we can 
strive to overcome it, that we can 
conceive of a different society 
than the one we live in, free from 
the bondage of one group by 
another, is a result of the Exodus 
story. How proud we Jews should 
be that the Torah is the book 
we gave and continue to give to 
the world, that through Torah 
we share our story of freedom 
with all humanity. Our story of 
freedom has become the ideal 
across the globe. 

The great political scientist 
Michael Walzer, in his book 
Exodus and Revolution (1985), 
helped us understand that all the 
significant strivings for political 
freedom in the Western world 
owe an immense debt to the 
Exodus story. 

Both King and Heschel taught 
us that the Exodus story is not 
merely a morality tale, or a piece 
of literature. Torah is not just 
a book on the shelf. It has the 
quality that Heschel referred to 
as pathos; it fills us with passion, 
a desire to “mend the world”. 
Nowadays we call this tikkun 
olam, repairing a broken world. 
Neither King nor Heschel simply 
read Torah; they lived Torah.  

I recently came across an article 
about a rabbi who programmed 
an Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
machine to compose a drash. He 

Rabbinic ReflectionFROM THE RABBI

...continued overleaf
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RABBINIC REFLECTION ...continued  |  RABBI SEARCH UPDATE

said it came up with a pretty good 
sermon. But it lacked something 
– what he called nefesh, or “soul.”  
That’s the pathos, the divine 
spark and passion, of which 
Heschel often spoke.  

Driven by this divine pathos or 
passion he felt resonate in his 
soul, Heschel marched alongside 
King to promote desegregation in 
Selma Alabama in 1965. There is 
a famous photograph from that 
march of a line of men (the front 
line was only men, but women 
were there, too) protesting in 
Selma. In the middle are two 
figures: a strikingly strong, black 
preacher figure – that’s King; 
and a shorter man, older, with a 
goatee-style beard and a beret – 
that’s Heschel. They walk arm in 
arm. As Heschel later explained to 
his critics who questioned why he 
took part in the march: sometimes 
we have to let our feet do the 
praying.  

Heschel’s previous public contact 
with King was at a conference 
about religion and race in 
Chicago in 1963. He said (using 
language that was the norm 

back then, though we might use 
different terms now): “At the 
first conference on religion and 
race, the main participants were 
Pharaoh and Moses. Moses’ words 
were, ‘Thus says the Eternal, God 
of Israel, let my people go that 
they may celebrate a feast to Me.’  
While Pharaoh retorted, ‘Who is 
the Eternal, that I should heed 
this voice and let Israel go? I do 
not know the Eternal. I will not let 
Israel go.’  The outcome of that 
summit has not come to an end. 
Pharaoh is not ready to capitulate. 
The exodus began but is far from 
having been completed. In fact, 
it was easier for the children 
of Israel to cross the Red Sea 
than for a Negro to cross certain 
university campuses.”  

There is immense power in 
Heschel’s imagery. Later Heschel 
said (again, using the language 
of his day): “Racial or religious 
bigotry [we might add, gender-
based, ethnic or nationalistic 
bigotry] must be recognised for 
what it is: blasphemy. To think of 
man [we would say, a person] in 
terms of white, black or yellow is 
more than an error. It is an eye 

disease, a cancer of the soul.”  
He concluded, God is “either the 
father of all men or of no man. The 
image of God is either in every 
man or in no man.”

What an authentic statement of 
theological principle! In Heschel’s 
eyes, the Exodus story leads 
us inevitably to this conclusion. 
According to King and Heschel, 
the fate of all people is bound 
together. We cannot enslave 
another person or minority group 
without being enslaved ourselves.  

The problem of oppression and 
bigotry is systemic; it affects the 
oppressor as much as it does the 
oppressed, it poisons the soul. 
There is true freedom only when 
all are free. That is the lesson of 
the Exodus story, and the world 
has the Jewish people to thank 
for it.  

So taught Martin Luther King and 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, whose 
memories as wise and righteous 
leaders we honour now. May they 
continue to inspire all of us to do 
our bit to mend the world.

Rabbi Fred Morgan AM

Rabbi search update 

February 2023

The rabbi search sub-committee circulated 
an advertisement for the LBC rabbinic role 
internationally in the second half of 2022. Although 
our timeline is out of alignment with the "normal" 
northern hemisphere recruitment year, there has been  
a pleasing level of response to the advertisement. 

We have had interest from rabbis offering to support us on a short-term transitional basis (e.g. during 
sabbatical leave from their regular congregations), as well as interest from rabbis looking to join LBC 
on a more permanent basis. We are especially pleased that our advertisement has drawn interest 
from rabbis who have had experience in a range of countries (including in the Asia-Pacific region and 
Israel), as well as interest from rabbis with different levels of experience: relatively newly ordained 
rabbis, mid-career rabbis and retired or semi-retired rabbis looking for a new experience in Australia. 

Of all the applications and expressions of interest received so far, members of the sub-committee 
have short-listed and interviewed five rabbis, two of whom are interested in the role on a long term 
basis. Given the diversity of applicants so far, the rabbi search sub-committee is working with the 
Management Committee to arrange in-person visits from suitable candidates, whether for interim 
roles, or as a preliminary visit with a view to setting up a longer term arrangement with LBC. 

We will let community members know when candidates will be in Melbourne so that as many people 
as possible can meet them. If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact Pierre 
Harcourt pmgharcourt@icloud.com or Michael Taft president@lbc.org.au. Please note that the names 
of all applicants remain confidential at this stage.
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ARTICLE - ROAD TO FREEDOM

Our celebration of freedom in Judaism is a lengthy 
affair. It begins with the seder on the first night of 
Pesach, continues for the seven days of the festival, 
and runs through the seven-week long period of the 
“counting of the Omer” until the festival of Shavuot 
which marks the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai 
(called zeman matan Torateinu “the season of the 
giving of our Torah”). Phew! That’s a long time-trek. 
But freedom is worth it.  

A friend of mine asks when the Jewish people were 
truly free. Not, he argues, with the exodus from 
Egypt, but only when they received Torah at Sinai. 
Until Sinai, they were freed from the constraints of 
slavery, but that’s not true freedom.  

As the psychologist Erich Fromm taught, that 
is “freedom-from.” But freedom-from is not 
enough; we also seek to know “freedom-to.” In the 
wilderness of Sinai they didn’t know what to do with 
themselves or how to lead their lives in a worthwhile 
manner. That only came with Torah. True freedom 
is life lived with meaning, a life of discipline and 
direction, in which we freely and voluntarily accept 
our role in the covenant we make with life. That is 
“freedom-to.” Most people recognise this intuitively. 
Retired people know it through experience!

At the Leo Baeck Centre this year, we have some 
very special activities for Pesach and Shavuot. LBC 
is hosting the community seder on the first night 
of Pesach, Wednesday 5 April. We hope you’ll join 
us with a salad or dessert to share with others, and 
we’ll supply the rest. Do bring your family Haggadah 
with you.  

On the morning of the first day, Thursday 6 
April, we’ll be introducing something new to the 
congregation. Instead of a formal service, we’ll 
be holding an interactive study session around 
tables for the first hour (10am-11am), and then a 
simplified service around the tables for the second 
hour, with a scrumptious chametz-free kiddush to 
follow: great for Coeliacs! This informal celebration 
of Pesach should be more attractive to those who 
are hungover from the four cups of wine the night 
before!

Shavuot will also have its share of surprises this 
year. On the evening of Shavuot, Thursday 25 May, 
we’ll be holding a Tikkun with a difference. After 
a brief evening service to welcome the festival 
and a cheesecake kiddush, we’ll be screening a 
great Jewish-themed film, The Chosen, based on 
the brilliant novel of the same name by Chaim 
Potok. The film was released in 1981 and stars 
Maximilian Schell and Rod Steiger. It captures so 
many themes relevant to Shavuot: Jewish identity, 
the nature of Jewish law, generational conflict and 
the transmission of tradition, the role of Israel in 
Judaism and so much more. We’re calling the Tikkun: 
“The Chosen revisited, 40 years on”.  

If you saw the movie all those years ago, how will 
you see it now? How has your viewing changed 
over the four decades of our journeying through 
life? And if it’s new to you, enjoy! I recommend you 
read the novel before attending the screening. After 
the screening (running time 104 minutes), we’ll be 
holding a wide-ranging discussion led by myself 
and the renowned film critic Jan Epstein over more 
cheesecake. I’d like to thank Jan for her help with 
this project. The evening will end with chanting of 
the Ten Commandments from Torah.

The morning service for Shavuot will not be held 
on the “first day” of the festival, which is Friday 
26 May, but on the “second day”, Shabbat 27 May, 
which we feel will enable more people to participate 
in the celebration. The service will include the Hallel 
psalms, the chanting of the Ten Commandments 
from Torah, and a Yizkor “remembrance” ceremony.  
And, of course, a cheesy kiddush.

I really look forward to meeting many members of 
LBC at these special festival activities.

Rabbi Fred Morgan AM

Road to freedom takes 
a few new turns

PESACH SHAVUOT
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ARTICLE - DAYS OF MOURNFUL RELFECTION

Jewish tradition abounds in simchas, times of joy 
and celebration: family events like bar-mitzvahs and 
weddings, Shabbat, the three great harvest festivals 
(Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot), Purim, Chanukah, 
Rosh Hashana and even Yom Kippur, which is lauded 
as a “white fast” because it is a day of delight and 
not sadness (aren’t we fortunate to be alive to be 
able to ask for forgiveness!).  

But we have our moments of mournful reflection 
too. The destruction of the Temples in Jerusalem 
gave us the memorial day of Tisha B’Av. Through the 
ages, the Jewish people associated every calamity 
and disaster in their communal life with this day, the 
ninth day in the Hebrew month of Av. It became our 
Memorial Day par excellence.

Events in the 20th century gave rise to two 
catastrophes in Jewish life of such immensity and 
dread that many in the Jewish world have felt they 
deserve special days of their own.  The first of these 
catastrophes was the Holocaust, or Shoah (shoah 
means desolation or catastrophe). The second, 
related to the other great Jewish event in the 20th 
century, the establishment of the State of Israel, 
was the loss of so many Israeli soldiers and citizens 
in defence of the state since its inception in 1948.  

The Memorial Day for the Holocaust and for heroic 
resistance in the face of catastrophe is Yom 
HaShoah, which this year begins at sundown on 
17 April and runs through 18 April.  There are a 
number of reasons why it is important for us to 
memorialise the Shoah: to honour those whose 
lives were destroyed or traumatised for no reason 
other than that they were Jews; to prevent the Nazi 
evil from claiming a “posthumous victory” through 
forgetfulness; to inspire us with the courage and 
strength to act on behalf of the victim and the 
oppressed; to claim control over our destiny and 

reflect on our responsibilities as Jews.  Ritual 
acts are one way to engage with these goals of 
remembrance.  

Similarly with Yom HaZikkaron, “Remembrance Day” 
for the Israeli soldiers and civilians who have died 
that Israel might survive and thrive as a symbol of 
freedom and justice for the Jewish people and for 
all peoples. Yom HaZikkaron begins on the evening 
of 24 April and concludes with the start of Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, on 25 April.  
Whether or not we as individuals feel that successive 
governments of Israel have succeeded in the pursuit 
of freedom, that remains Israel’s purpose and 
mission as laid down in the Israeli Declaration of 
Independence. To mark the memory of those people 
who have lost their lives or been injured in the 
pursuit of that goal is an act of respect and of hope: 
Tikvah.

There are three ways open to us to observe Yom 
HaShoah and Yom HaZikkaron. The first and 
simplest is to light a Yahrzeit candle at home on 
each of the evenings, 17 April and 24 April, and 
spend a moment in reflection. The second is to 
attend services at LBC on the nearest Shabbat to 
each day, when special readings will be added in 
memory. The third is to join other members of the 
Melbourne Jewish community in the major events 
run by the Jewish Community Council of Victoria and 
Zionism Victoria to commemorate these days.  They 
are publicised in the Jewish News and other Jewish 
outlets. 

Just as it’s important for us to share our simchas, so 
it’s important for us to share our commemorations 
of Yom HaShoah and Yom HaZikkaron, in our hearts 
and with our community.

Rabbi Fred Morgan AM

Days of mournful reflection
MEMORIAL DAYS
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SPECIAL FEATURE - RABBI WINS LEADERSHIP WARD  |  UPJ AWARDS

Rabbi Jonathan wins 
leadership award
At the recent UPJ conference in Sydney, the President Award for 
2022 was presented to Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black. The citation 
says: “In recognition of his exemplary leadership, outstanding 
service, devotion and commitment to the promotion and 
development of Progressive Judaism”. 

Appropriately, the presentation included a Kermit the frog toy  
– “It’s not easy being green” from Sesame Street!

In connection to this award, the UPJ has made a donation to Mazon 
Australia, which responds to food insecurity in our communities 
through chaggim food appeals, street pantries, soup bags and 
partnerships with like-minded organisations.

If you would like to find out more about Mazon’s work, please  
do not hesitate to contact us or follow us on Facebook  
or Instagram.

Ellen Frajman 
Chair, Mazon Auustralia

Mazal Tov to Lisa Sylvan and Michael Taft whose awards were 
announced at the Union of Progressive Judaism’s annual 
meeting in November.

UPJ Awards

special feature

Lisa Sylvan was awarded a Ner Tamid as an example 
of a community backbone. She joined LBC knowing 
that she had two sons who would be Bar Mitzvah. 
Lisa quietly works in the kitchen when there is a 
function. She maintains contact with individuals 
who need special attention due to mobility or other 
health issues. 

Lisa has been a member of the Education, Care, 
Arts and House of Study committees. More recently 
she has been an active member of the Kitchen 
Renovation Group and has been helping with ideas 
for grant applications. She has contributed to 
establishing and maintaining the LBC community 
garden. 

Lisa has been a part of organising annual Mitzvah 
Days and Clean Up Australia Days which go beyond 
LBC to include Asylum Seeker families and other 
community members. Lisa has travelled to Kehillot 
S’dot Zahav (the Goldfields Congregation) to 
support the small congregation there, and has 

represented LBC on the Kew Festival Committee for 
the past 10 years including as Vice President. Lisa 
is helping to plan and organise the setting up of a 
new charity that will promote Aboriginal art and an 
understanding of Australian First Nation cultures in 
the broader community.

Michael Taft was given a Vatik Award. This award is 
given to a Past President who has continued to give 
excellent service and make a valuable contribution 
to their community and the wider community. 

Michael continues to serve on the LBC Committee 
standing as President for a second time. He 
continues as the shammes weekly, contributes 
to Courage to Care and is a Past President of 
B’nei B’rith Hatikvah unit. He was a presenter 
on JAIR radio with a program called Progressive 
Perspectives. Michael is a member of the 
Progressive Chavurah, volunteering his time to help 
prepare the deceased for burial. He represents LBC 
at PJV and UPJ functions.

Please see Page 11 for more info about the Mazon Pesach Appeal
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Vale Chrys Polack 
an educator par excellence and a special friend

Eulogy
Chrys died in December 
2022 after a long battle 
with cancer, aged only 
62 years. She wrote a 
personal history in the 
months before she died 
and her husband, Michael, 
has kindly allowed it to be 
edited and published, so 
that we can all appreciate 
what a rich and varied life 
she lived.

I was born on the beautiful island 
of Crete, with its lovely beaches, 
walking tracks including the 
longest gorge in Europe, as well 
as its stark and rocky places. 

I left Crete when I was eight. We 
arrived in Melbourne in 1968, on 
a big cruise ship, the Australis. 
It would have been hard for my 
mother who made the trip on her 
own with three young children. My 
father had arrived a year earlier 
to set things up for the family.

When we arrived, we lived with 
my uncle and his family in two 
rooms in Lygon Street behind 
my father’s hairdressing shop. 
We then rented a house in North 
Fitzroy, across the road from the 
old Fitzroy Football Club oval. 

I used to walk the three 

kilometres home from school. 
We didn’t have mobile phones 
or ‘helicopter parents’ watching 
over us. What a wonderful world 
it was. My parents bought a 
house in Brunswick at the end 
of my second year at Princes Hill 
High. I absolutely loved my high 
school years and unusual school 
experiences, like camping at the 
foot of Mt Buller and Mt Sterling, 
before they became ski resorts. 
We built our own shelters, went 
on long hikes, were often covered 
in leeches and cooked our own 
meals when we camped. Some of 
our teachers spoke to us about 
politics, health, sex education and 
poetry, and all those experiences 
helped to shape the free and 
strong-willed person I became. 
It was truly a progressive school 
and ahead of its time.

Education was very important 
to my parents, perhaps because 
they didn’t have the opportunity 
to complete their own secondary 
studies. They were very proud of 
my achievements and my mum 
used to say to me that having a 
university degree was like having 
a gold bracelet around your wrist, 
so no matter what happened in 
life, you would always be able to 
support yourself. I followed that 

tradition and insisted that our 
children had a great education. 

I did arts, education and letters 
degrees as well as a teaching 
diploma. I did those degrees 
because I wanted to expand my 
teaching repertoire and be the 
best teacher I could be. What was 
lacking in our teacher training 
at the time was understanding 
learning disabilities. At 
Collingwood College, I was 
appointed as assistant principal 
and  head of welfare. It was the 
most fulfilling job I ever had. 

As a classroom teacher, I was 
very lucky. I loved my job, the 
students, my colleagues and 
school community. I was the 
first teacher at that school to 
have every single boy attend the 
school camp, and I persuaded 
my three closest colleagues to 
come as well. Everyone helped 
with the chores and we slept 
under the stars. I loved my 
senior media classes and we had 
great times making films and 
discussing different genres. Oh, 
where did those skills go, as new 
technologies kept replacing older 
ones! Yard duty was fun and I did 
not hesitate to break up fights, 
mostly before they started. 

EULOGY - VALE CHRYS POLACK
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I then tried my hand at Ivanhoe 
Girls Grammar for a year but it 
wasn’t a good fit for me. A lot of 
the students had their own tutors 
and I did not want to dress up to 
attend special functions where 
many, many thousands of dollars 
were raised on a single night. I 
wanted to get back to working 
class students. 

I rejoined the Education 
Department, working at Preston 
Girls’ Secondary College where I 
met my husband, Michael. The fact 
that I had not noticed Michael for 
about six months shows it wasn’t 
love at first sight. I often worked 
in the main staffroom and noticed 
that Michael was often there. 
Was he stalking me, I remember 
thinking at one point.

At the time, Michael was head of 
curriculum and was soon to be 
running professional development 
on report writing styles. He was 
always brilliant at running staff 
development days because he 
was able to get staff to reflect 
and try different approaches. He 
invited me to join the curriculum 
committee to help improve 
reporting. I thought about it and 
accepted. But what really caught 
my eye about Michael was his 
acting ability. 

I was teaching Shakespeare to 
a Year 10 class, and one of my 
students said that Michael was 
teaching literature and running 
workshops on Shakespeare at 
lunchtime. She asked if a few of 
my students could attend the 
sessions and that was how I truly 
noticed Michael. We started to go 
out not long after. 

A year later, I took maternity 
leave. Teachers could take up to 
seven years’ leave at that time, 
and I spent many fabulous years 
with our children. I persuaded 
Michael, who had been transferred 

to Balwyn High School, to 
take a couple of years off. The 
Singaporean Government was 
advertising for teachers, and he 
applied and was accepted. We had 
two amazing years in Singapore.

I helped establish a kindergarten 
program, and taught English 
to Japanese students at the 
Canadian International School. I 
had 15 students and we achieved 
a 100 per cent pass rate. We 
wanted to stay in Singapore for 
another year but the children 
were adamant that they wanted to 
come home. 

When we returned to Melbourne 
in December 1995, I returned to 
Preston Girls’. During my absence 
an incompetent principal had 
removed or transferred a number 
of outstanding teachers who had 
opposed her, including Michael. 
The brilliant results that Preston 
Girls’ was acclaimed for had 
dropped sharply and eventually 
we had to close. I then applied 
for a leadership position at 
Collingwood and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 

Collingwood College, the last 
school I was at, reminded me 
of my high school days. I have 
always believed that it was 
important to give students the 
opportunities to explore their 
own limits and I did that as much 
as I could in the classroom. 
Collingwood also had the best 
music program and concerts were 
not staged like you found in other 
schools. I loved attending those 
concerts.

When I was diagnosed with 
cancer, 11 years ago, I decided to 
retire. I have had a very fulfilling 
life and fabulous journey, and a 
very supportive family. Thank 
you, Michael. The children Robbie, 
Laura and Rose are such lovely 
human beings and I really like 

their partners Paul, Mint and Jack. 
I feel confident that our children 
will navigate life well. Michael and 
I have been fortunate enough to 
have spent precious time with 
Luca and Toni, our grandchildren, 
and I would have liked to have had 
a lot more time with them. 

I also want to thank the wonderful 
Leo Baeck community for 
embracing me and enriching my 
world. 

We have purchased a plot at the 
Kew cemetery, where my ashes 
will be placed. There are lovely 
views of the Macedon Ranges 
and an abundance of sunlight to 
lift the spirits of the occasional 
visitor.

I want to end with the words of 
William Allington who died in 
1889: 

EULOGY - VALE CHRYS POLACK...continued

“Everything passes 
and vanishes

Everything leaves 
its trace

And often you see 
in a footstep 

What you could 
not see in a face.”
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Matthew Rose
As a member of the Committee of Management, Matthew puts his 
financial skills to good use as Treasurer. He also serves on the Rabbi 
search committee and the Rejewvenation program.

In the 19th century, Matthew’s 
paternal Rose family migrated 
from Holland and possibly 

Poland to the UK. Alan Rose, 
Matthew’s paternal grandfather, 
came to Melbourne from the UK 
in the 1940s and created Rose 
Music store which sold musical 
instruments. 

Alan, who was an active member 
of the Victorian Friends of the 
Hebrew University, died in 
January 1977. His wife, Esther 
Kingston, came from a convict 
background and met Alan at 
a dance party. They married 
in 1954 and had four children: 
former LBC President David; 
Caroline, who sings in the LBC 
choir; Susan and Nigel.

Matthew’s maternal non-Jewish 
grandparents, Hanne and Morten 
Sorenson, were born in a town 
outside Copenhagen. Morten 
worked in the Danish Merchant 
Navy and brought his family to 
Melbourne in the 1960s when 
their daughter Tina, was 10. Her 
siblings are Pia, who now lives 
in the United States, and Jess, 
who returned to Denmark. In 
Melbourne, Morten became a 
carpenter and died six years ago. 

Tina studied Fine Arts at 
Melbourne University, taught 
art and married David Rose in a 
civil ceremony. She subsequently 
converted to Judaism and Rabbi 
John Levi officiated at their 

Jewish wedding. They have three 
children: Meribah, Rebecca and 
Matthew (who was born on 26 
April 1987). The marriage ended 
when Matthew was two, and 
David married Miranda, daughter 
of Russell and Valda Fellowsmith, 
and has a son named Zach. 

Matthew’s childhood was 
shared between parents and 
all major Jewish holidays 
and most Shabbatot were 
celebrated with the extended 
Rose family, including Tina, at 
David’s home. David briefly ran 
Rose Music before studying 
teaching, completing an MBA 
and subsequently buying a food 
business, Exquisine, in the late 
1980s.

Growing up in Hawthorn, Matthew 
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at the 
LBC with Zvi Civins. He strongly 
identifies with his Judaism, 
having grown up in a family that 
observed Shabbat, High Holy 
days and Passover. 

Matthew attended Preshil and 
then studied accountancy at 
RMIT. This was followed by 10 
months of travelling in Europe 
and South America in 2005 
including a stopover in Brazil with 
a married cousin from the English 
Rose family. 

Returning to Melbourne, he 
went to Swinburne to resume 
accountancy and made a 

sideways move to a double 
degree in Political Science and 
International Trade, which 
included a semester in Holland. 
After another six-month 
diversion to study Spanish in 
Mexico, and while completing 
a Masters degree in Diplomacy 
and Trade at Monash, Matthew 
entered a graduate program in 
the Department of Treasury and 
Finance. He worked for five years 
as a shareholder advocate with 
government-owned businesses.

While working as an analyst in 
the Public Service in 2013, Matt 
met Cat (Catherine), a lawyer in 
the Education Department and 
this year they will celebrate 10 
years together. Cat was born in 
Melbourne in 1989 to Vietnamese 
refugees, Thien Luong and Loan 
Nguyen, and has a sister, Maya. 
She was schooled in Thailand, 
where her father worked for the 
US Embassy, and completed a law 
degree at the Australian National 
University in Canberra. Matt and 
Cat have two children: Valerie (4) 
and Jacob (2). 

Matt joined his father David on a 
trip to the Antarctic in 2016, and 
decided to join David in the food 
business the following year. They 
currently create desserts which 
are enjoyed around Australia and 
New Zealand.     

Val Silberberg

MEMBER PROFILE - MATTHEW ROSE

LBC MEMBER PROFILE
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS  |  MAZON AUSTRALIA

Is there someone in your family that is looking to do a good deed for our community? 

LBC is looking for volunteers for our Security Team. The Team stands out in front of the 
building as the first greeters to people attending services and major events. We act as a 
deterrent, but more importantly a reassuring and welcoming face. The police are just across 
the street so our work is different from other shuls and much easier, you don’t need to be a 
muscle bound person to be a greeter! In-house training is provided,  
although if someone wants it the CSG provides enhanced 
training for the community and LBC can make the appropriate 
arrangement. Hours are flexible and can fit into your schedule. 

CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 
For more information, please contact 
Jonathan Barnett, 0467508868 or  
jonathan.barnett@gmail.com

Eating or not eating 
kitniyot during Pesach 
is a personal choice. 
Experiencing food 
insecurity is not.

Please support our Pesach 
Appeal by donating tins 
and bags of kitniyot.

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please go to https://www.mazonaustralia.org/pesach
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The annual general meeting for the  
Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism 
will be held on Sunday, 7 May 2023, from 
4:00pm at LBC.  Members may attend and be 
heard via ZOOM using a link to be provided. 

Notification of Annual General Meeting 

The ordinary business of the 
annual general meeting is as 
follows— 

a) to confirm the minutes of the 
previous annual general meeting; 

b) to receive and consider— 

i) the 2022 annual report on the 
activities of the Association; 
and 

ii) the 2022 financial statements 
of the Association; 

c) to determine the amounts of the 
annual subscription and joining 
fee; 

d) to elect the members of the 
Committee of Management; 

e) to appoint the Honorary Auditor(s) 
and Solicitor(s) of the Association. 

f) Special resolution to allow 
President Michael Taft to 
undertake subsequent consecutive 
terms as President should the 
majority of members elect him.  
Under the current Rules 55(2), the 
office of President may be held for 
a maximum of two consecutive 
terms unless otherwise permitted 
by: (a) a special resolution of a 
general meeting of the Association 
or (b) if there is no other 
nomination received for that office.  
Michael is agreeable to stand, 
and a co-presidency with Michael 
Taft might be sought.  The special 
resolution would enable this.

g) The annual general meeting may 
also conduct any other business 
of which notice has been given in 
accordance with the Rules of the 
Association.

NOTIFICATION OF AGM

Save the date!

Post AGM Social!  

Come and be social! After the 
AGM stay for some entertainment 
and socialising. The social, tea 
and snacks will be free, but there 
will also be food and drinks for 
purchase. 

More details to come.

7 May | 5-7pm

All material for the Annual General Meeting 
will be available on the Leo Baeck Centre 

website closer to the meeting date.

 https://lbc.org.au/

Nominations for the Committee: 
Should you wish to nominate yourself or another for LBC's 
Committee of Management, please download a nominations 
form from the LBC website or request one from the Office 
(office@lbc.org.au).         

Completed forms must be lodged with the Honorary 
Secretary seven days prior to the Annual General Meeting 
which is by 4:00 pm Sunday 30th April 2023, via the Leo 
Baeck Centre Office PO Box 430, Kew East, 3102 or office@
lbc.org.au. Note that the office is not attended after 2:00 pm 
on Fridays until the following Monday.

Assigning a Proxy
If you cannot attend the Annual General Meeting, please 
consider assigning a proxy to represent you. The Form of 
Appointment of Proxy can be downloaded from the LBC 
website (https://lbc.org.au/) and is available via the office.  
The proxy form should be received by the Honorary Secretary 
via office@lbc.org.au three days prior to the Annual General 
Meeting which is by 4:00pm on Thursday, 4 May, or given to 
the Chairperson of the AGM before or at the commencement 
of the AGM. 
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RECENT B'TEI MITZVAH

Recent 

B'Tei Mitzvah 

Xander

Amichai and Indigo

Charlie

Isaac

Saskia
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March 2023 Adar • Nissan 5783

Thu 2 March 2023 | 9 Adar
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group

Fri 3 March 2023 | 10 Adar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS

Sat 4 March 2023 | 11 Adar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Sun 5 March 2023 | 12 Adar
• 10:30 Theory behind Interfaith  

(online & in-person)

Mon 6 March 2023 | 13 Adar
• 18:30 Post-Sh’ma class Pizza
• 19:00 Erev Purim service led by Jon Taft

Tue 7 March 2023 | 14 Adar
Purim
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Fri 10 March 2023 | 17 Adar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 11 March 2023 | 18 Adar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Mon 13 March 2023 | 20 Adar
• No Sh'ma or BM classes today

Tue 14 March 2023 | 21 Adar
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Thu 16 March 2023 | 23 Adar
• 20:00 Judaism and Democracy in 

Contemporary Israel talk
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group

Fri 17 March 2023 | 24 Adar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 18 March 2023 | 25 Adar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person) 

Beit Mitzvah of Victor Azubel – Rabbi 
Jonathan will be leading the service 

Sun 19 March 2023 | 26 Adar
• 11:00 In One Voice Festival @ Selwyn Street, 

Elsternwick
• 16:30 Jewish Jam

Tue 21 March 2023 | 28 Adar
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Fri 24 March 2023 | 2 Nissan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 25 March 2023 | 3 Nissan
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person) 

- Rabbi Morgan leading the service

Tue 28 March 2023 | 6 Nissan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Wed 29 March 2023 | 7 Nissan
• 19:30 Deborah's Well

Thu 30 March 2023 | 8 Nissan
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group

Fri 31 March 2023 | 9 Nissan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS

03

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.
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April 2023 Nissan • Iyar 5783

Sat 1 April 2023 | 10 Nissan
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Tue 4 April 2023 | 13 Nissan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Wed 5 April 2023 | 14 Nissan
Erev Pesach
• 18:00 1st night Seder Night and LBC 

COMMUNAL SEDER - 6pm for a 6.30pm start - 
details on how to book are included on page 2

Thu 6 April 2023 | 15 Nissan
Pesach 
• 10:00 First Day Pesach Shiur
• 11:00 First Day Pesach Service led By Rabbi 

Morgan
• NO B’Yachad LBC's singing group today

Fri 7 April 2023 | 16 Nissan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 8 April 2023 | 17 Nissan
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Mon 10 April 2023 | 19 Nissan
• No Sh'ma or BM classes today

Tue 11 April 2023 | 20 Nissan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Fri 14 April 2023 | 23 Nissan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 15 April 2023 | 24 Nissan
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Mon 17 April 2023 | 26 Nissan
Yom HaShoah

Tue 18 April 2023 | 27 Nissan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Thu 20 April 2023 | 29 Nissan
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group

Fri 21 April 2023 | 30 Nissan
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 22 April 2023 | 1 Iyar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Mon 24 April 2023 | 3 Iyar
Yom HaZikkaron

Tue 25 April 2023 | 4 Iyar
Yom HaAtzmaut
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Fri 28 April 2023 | 7 Iyar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 29 April 2023 | 8 Iyar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person) 
• 18:30 Yom Ha’Atzmaut dinner - booking details 

to be advised

Sun 30 April 2023 | 9 Iyar
• 16:00 Nominations for the LBC Committee of 

Management close

04

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Disclaimer
Our online activity/services will be streamed by 
or on behalf of LBC. A recording (excerpt or full 

broadcast) may be published to the LBC YouTube 
channel, website and/or Facebook page which 

may be accessed by the public. By participating 
in this online activity/service you consent to the 

activity/service, including your screen name, 
image or voice (if applicable) being recorded 

and published in the public domain. Please note 
that LBC cannot be held liable for any indirect, 

incidental, special and/or consequential damages 
or loss which result from the recording and 

publication of this activity/service.
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May 2023 Iyar • Sivan 5783

Tue 2 May 2023 | 11 Iyar
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Thu 4 May 2023 | 13 Iyar
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group
• 16:00 Proxy forms for the AGM due back

Fri 5 May 2023 | 14 Iyar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks
• 16:00 TORAH TOTS

Sat 6 May 2023 | 15 Iyar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Sun 7 May 2023 | 16 Iyar
• 16:00 AGM, followed by a social from  

17:00 to 19:00

Tue 9 May 2023 | 18 Iyar
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Fri 12 May 2023 | 21 Iyar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 13 May 2023 | 22 Iyar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Tue 16 May 2023 | 25 Iyar
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Wed 17 May 2023 | 26 Iyar
• 19:30 Deborah's Well

Thu 18 May 2023 | 27 Iyar
• 20:00 B’Yachad LBC's singing group

Fri 19 May 2023 | 28 Iyar
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 20 May 2023 | 29 Iyar
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 SHABBAT SERVICE (online & in-person)

Tue 23 May 2023 | 3 Sivan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 

Thu 25 May 2023 | 5 Sivan
• 19:30 EREV SHAVUOT (service 7.30pm-8pm), 

followed by coffee and cheese cake; movie 
and discussion

• 20:15 'The Chosen' film and discussion

Fri 26 May 2023 | 6 Sivan
Shavuot
• 10:00 Friday Morning walks

Sat 27 May 2023 | 7 Sivan
Shavuot 2nd day
• 09:15 Weekly Parashat HaShavu'a
• 10:00 Second Day Shavuot/Shabbat Service - 

Led by Rabbi Morgan (online & in-person)

Tue 30 May 2023 | 10 Sivan
• 10:00 Dancing around the World 
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LBC COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Note that all events are subject to health and government restrictions at the time. Masks and social 
distancing are still recommended, but no longer mandatory. Most events are also available online.

Bet-Olam Jewish Funerals is the 
not-for-profit, Melbourne-based 
funeral service for members of 
the Progressive, Conservative 

and the wider Jewish community. 
Founded in 1994, Bet-Olam 

prides itself on its caring and 
responsive Progressive service. 

Funds generated are returned to the 
Jewish community.

Rhonda Nirens JP, Executive Director and Funeral Director
rhonda@jewishfunerals.org.au  

03 9883 6237 for immediate need 24/7
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IN OUR COMMUNITY  |  KIDDUSHIM

Community Happenings

SIGNIFICANT 
BIRTHDAYS

We welcome new and returning 
Members and Friends: WELCOME TO  

NEW MEMBERS  
AND FRIENDS

MARCH APRIL
Harold Lubansky
Robin Novy
Nadia Okraglik

Georgia Cremin, children Archie and Charlie

Julian Duband
Madeleine Felson
Susan Donath
Susie Taft
Jon Cina

SIGNIFICANT 
ANNIVERSARIES 

30th Tony Heselev and Sian Hughes

40th Ron & Elizabeth Exiner

50th John & Judy Stanton

MAY
Shirley Polack
Sam Scott
Jaye Daniel
Kieren Mihaly
Marilyn Mandie
Alan Jacobs
Irma Traeger
David Halprin

Now we can meet 
again for services, and 
we have a wonderful 
renovated kitchen, the 
Kitchen Group is pleased 
to announce that 
kiddushim are available 
for sponsorship. 

KIDDUSHIM It’s your birthday? A yahrzeit?  
The anniversary of your bar or bat-mitzvah?  
Why not sponsor a Kiddush? 

Available for $50, $100, or $200. 
We cater for about 30 people 
for a Kiddush.  

Contact the Office 
to learn more.

MAZAL TOV

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Jonathan, Lisa Sylvan and  
Michael Taft whose awards were announced at the 
Union of Progressive Judaism’s annual meeting in 
November.
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IN OUR COMMUNITY

OUR VOLUNTEERS

OUR DONORS 

Gratitude

Paul Grinwald, Annette McCleery, Ruth & Michael Taft, Rita Erlich, Brenda Brook, Anonymous.

Keira Geary, Danielle Dotson, Tony Heselev, Ruth Taft, Michael Taft, Karl Charikar, Mark Pryor, Sharene Hambur, 
Yaron Shamir, Ron Steiner, Nadine Cohen.

GRATEFUL THANKS TO: 

We thank repeat donors on this list and apologise for any errors or omissions.

We thank all the members involved in our various groups, in addition:  

From our own hive and the 
flowers and gardens of Kew 

L Bee C Honey 

(approx 400 grams but sizes vary) $15-$19

Leo Baeck Centre
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

Strength in Community

First come, first served – email or call the office  
– very limited supplies
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Zwinger Library Report 

LIBRARY REPORT | EDITORS NOTE

https//ZwingerLBC.librarika.com

I hope everyone had a lovely holiday break 
and welcome to 2023.

Julia Fraser, who is a descendant of the 
Simon family, has written a book on that 
family and their impact on Australia. There 
were limited editions of the book, so I 
have had a copy of the transcript bound 
and it is now available in the library.

Interestingly, Hans Zwinger, after whom 
our library is named, was a descendant 
of the Simon family and a brief history of 
Hans is found on page 35 of the book.

This edition of Profile was edited by Ruth Taft, Julie-Anne Lilienthal and Tony Heselev.  
Formatting by Jane Green from EverlastingMagicDesign. 

Opinions expressed in Profile are those of the writer and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the President/s or Committee of Management. Articles may be edited for reasons of length or clarity. 
Advertisements will be accepted; contact the office for details.

Profile is registered to Australia Post Publication  
No PP 325 999 10035

Editors’ note 
the deadline for the next issue covering June, July and 

August will be Monday 8th May.

 Letters should be sent 
to office@lbc.org.au 

and marked  
'Letter to the Editor'

LBC CONTACT DETAILS:  
Email office@lbc.org.au Phone 9819 7160

I am beginning to catalogue and add to our collection a series of 
Australian journals that may be used for reference study. The first of 
these is called “Generation: Journal of Australian Jewish Life, thought 
and community”.  It provides a forum for a wide range of views 
spanning different ideologies and forms of Jewish commitment. We 
have several volumes available for borrowing.

Thank you to Michael Polack, Jonathan Taft, Julie Contole and Gerald 
Davis for donating books to our library.

Terri Nathan (Convenor)



Support for some events comes in part from the City of Boroondara.
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that LBC is a 
collection 
point for the 
Asylum Seeker 
Resource 
Centre?

Did you know

Simply drop off your items in the 
basket in the shul foyer and it will  
go to the ASRC.

Please avoid tinned carbohydrates 
such as baked beans and spaghetti, 
but other canned and dried foods 
are welcome, as are toiletries, phone 
cards and supplies for babies.

Donate to save the ASRC  
– go to https://asrc.org.au/  

for details or phone  
1300 692 772 (1300 MYASRC) 



Judaism and Democracy  
   in Contemporary Israel 
- insights from a progressive Israeli perspective

A fascinating talk organised by the 
Israel Awareness Group about the 

various approaches to the tension 
between Judaism and democracy in 

contemporary Israel.
The speakers will provide an 

analysis of the current state of 
affairs in Israel, with emphasis on 

the progressive liberal perspective 
and their specific concerns.

The discussion will focus on the 
complexity of community activism, 

and provide insight into the 
speakers’ personal experiences 

of how public activity affects the 
individual, the family and the 

community. 

All proceeds from sales will be donated to the Leo Baeck Centre 
and the Asylum Seeker Resource Centre. 

Thursday 16 March 2023 | 8:00pm

Go to zoom.us and join meeting 93047995090 (password ‘lbc’)

MORE EVENTS AT LBC

Rabbi Ayala R. Samuels Ph.D. 
- founding Rabbi of Congregation Tefilat Haadam and 
chair-person of Maram- Reform Rabbis in Israel. 
https://www.ktadam.com/ayala-r-samuels-brief-bio

Orna Ashkenazi 
- an acclaimed social activist and one of the 
leaders of the movement “Women Wage Peace” 
https://www.womenwagepeace.org.il/en/

Leo Baeck Centre
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

Strength in Community

A photographic exhibition by 
Judi Schiff, to be opened by  
Naomi Cass, Director of the  
Castlemaine Art Museum,  
at the Leo Baeck Art Centre.

Judi’s limited-edition collages have 
been shown in a solo exhibition at 
the Jewish Museum of Australia 
and many group exhibitions.

Leo Baeck Centre,  
31-37 Harp Road , East Kew

The exhibition is open during  
LBC’s office hours   
(Wednesdays - Fridays 10 am to 2 pm)  
and after services.

The Exhibition will be 
open until 23rd April.

The talk will be led by: 

All are welcome!

please contact the office for online access



Monday 6th March 2023

LIVE AT LBC OR GO TO ZOOM.US AND  
JOIN MEETING 93047995090 (PASSWORD ‘lbc’)

7:00PM SERVICE

Prizes for all children in costumes - and a glass (or two) of schnapps for all adults!

Rock up in person or online (either way, wear 
your best Purim mask, and dress-up as well if 

possible) to cheer for Esther and boo for  
Haman as we share in the reading of the 

Multicolour Megillah. 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

AS WE CELEBRATE PURIM
Leo Baeck Centre
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

Strength in Community

Pizza for the Sh’ma and Beit Mitzvah students  
and their families at 6.30pm

pre-book for catering purposes via Trybooking on 
https://www.trybooking.com/CGGXL

live at lbc or please contact the office for online access


