Nominees - Committee of Management 2025/2026

Deborah Ogawa: President - Deborah currently serves as Co-President and is nominating to
continue in this role, after four years as Vice President. She is actively involved in several key
areas of community life, including Fundraising (as Chair), Membership, and the Kitchen
team. Deborah has been a member of various synagogues around the world and brings a
rich perspective and a wealth of ideas inspired by those diverse experiences. Professionally,
she works in the financial sector and previously had a career in journalism.

Mark Pryor: President - Mark currently serves as Co-President and is nominating to continue
in this role. Mark previously held the role of Co-Treasurer. Even when not officially on the
Committee of Management, Mark supported the Treasurer and contributed to LBC’s
financial oversight. Mark brings a wide range of expertise from his extensive experience
working in various finance roles and remains a dedicated and active member of the
community.

Michael Polack: Vice President - Michael currently serves as Vice President and is nominating
to continue in this role. He has previously held the positions of Co-Vice President and
Secretary over the past several years. A member of LBC for more than twenty years,
Michael first connected with the community when his older daughter began attending
Sunday School. Michael has contributed to LBC’s life in many ways, including through his
long-standing involvement in the mentoring program for B'nei Mitzvah students. Michael’s
grandparents were involved in the founding of TBI.

Karen Silberberg: Secretary - Karen currently serves as Secretary of LBC and is nominating to
continue in this role. She has previously contributed her skills as Treasurer, furthering her
dedication to the community. A lifelong member of the LBC community, Karen celebrated
her Bat Mitzvah at the Centre and was actively involved in Netzer for many years. After
living in Israel and starting a family, she reconnected with LBC and became engaged in
various areas of community life—including chairing the Youth and Education group and
contributing to the Membership team. Karen joined the Committee of Management in
2020 and brings strong project management experience and a deep commitment to helping
the LBC community grow and thrive.

Jonathan Barnett: Treasurer - Jonathan currently serves as an ordinary Committee of
Management member and is now nominating as Treasurer. Jonathan has been active at LBC
in the Security Group, of which he is the Chair. Jonathan brings extensive professional
expertise as a former Professor of Fire and Mechanical Engineering as a fire safety
consultant and is a registered professional engineer. Jonathan has held leadership roles
including Board Member at TBI and Progressive Judaism Victoria (PJV). He is passionate
about Jewish life and community and is committed to contributing his skills and experience
to support LBC’s leadership and ongoing growth.



Ordinary Members
Presented in alphabetical order.

Danielle Dodson: Danielle Dodson is currently on the committee and is nominating to
continue in this role. Danielle has been an active and dedicated member of the LBC
community in recent years, contributing her time and energy to the community garden as
well as kitchen and music. Her connection to LBC is also shaped by her family's involvement
— her children have participated in the B’tei Mitzvah program and now teach in the
BM/Sh’ma program. Danielle brings a strong sense of community spirit and a commitment
to supporting LBC’s inclusive and vibrant culture.

Pierre Harcourt: Pierre has been serving on the committee since 2021 and is nominating to
continue in this role. Pierre brings both his family’s meaningful and long-standing
connection to LBC and his professional expertise as a legal practitioner. Pierre is committed
to supporting the governance and future growth of the community.

Caroline Oblak: Caroline has served on the Committee for the past few years and is
nominating to continue in this role, having also served for one year as Honorary Secretary.
She currently brings with her an interest in social media and communications.

Ari Pinczon: Ari is nominating as an ordinary Committee member for the first time. Ari has
served on the Care Committee and is currently a trainee Shammas. A passionate advocate
for Progressive Judaism, he values LBC’s inclusive and welcoming spirit. Ari is a registered
nurse with 20 years' experience, including leadership roles and service on the Victorian
Council of the Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation. He is committed to
strengthening the Progressive Jewish voice within the wider Melbourne community.

Matthew Rose: Matthew currently serves as LBC’s Treasurer and is now nominating as an ordinary
Committee member. He has been part of the Committee for several years and has been connected
to LBC since childhood. Matthew is deeply committed to serving the Jewish community and
supporting the long-term sustainability of LBC. He brings valuable experience in finance, business
planning, and governance.

Michael Taft: Michael Taft is nominating to continue to serve as a committee member,
following three recent years as President of LBC (in addition to past service in the role). A
dedicated member of the community since the 1970s, Michael consistently plays an active
role in synagogue life. He currently chairs the Ritual Committee and works closely with the
rabbi each week to help ensure services run smoothly. Through his long-standing
involvement in many areas of LBC, Michael brings a broad and balanced perspective and is
committed to representing the diverse views of members at Committee meetings.



